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“The success of the precinct 
and stadium are interlocked”: 
Local focus on Marvel revamp
Key figures involved in the Marvel Stadium 
redevelopment have told Docklanders that the long-
term success of the AFL-owned arena depended on 
how it connected with the local community, pledging 
a renewed focus on non-event days. 

words by David Schout 
PLANNING

Acknowledging that the stadium’s 
current “citadel”-like walls and dated 
concourse did not create an inviting 
environment, details were shared 
about how the redevelopment would 
contribute as a civic space.

Work on the project is already 
underway and is expected to be 
largely completed by late 2022.

A host of representatives including 
from the AFL, Grimshaw Architects, 
and builder John Holland Group 
addressed and took questions from 
locals in an online panel organised by 
the Docklands Representative Group 
(DRG) on November 24.

Each said the redevelopment 
would focus on the “everyday mode” 
of the stadium; specifically, the 
approximately 280 days per year it 
did not host an event.

“Yes, it’s really efficient and works 
really well on game day, but it also has 
an identity within its everyday mode, 
which is probably lacking at the 
moment,” Grimshaw principal Simon 
Anson told locals on the Zoom event.

“How can it contribute into that 
event and everyday mode into the 
local community?”

Mr Anson said the difference 
between when the stadium was 
built (at the turn of the century) and 
now was stark, and that the huge 
transition Docklands had undergone 
since needed to be reflected in the 
stadium. 

“The stadium was built before the 
surrounding precinct, and in a lot 
of ways doesn’t open up to it … as 
the city has grown, you realise it’s 
actually a piece of the city fabric. 
No longer can you understand it as a 
whole unless you’re viewing it from 
the harbour. The way it interacts 
with the civic precinct around it is 
incredibly important to its future 
success.”

He said a key focus of design 
elements was about ensuring those 
walking past could see right through 
to the playing surface, “opening 
up the inside of the stadium to the 
outside, and vice versa”.

According to the firm, a Docklands 
focus was prominent from the outset.

“When we started this project, a 
lot of the questions we were asking 
ourselves was ‘how can it contribute 
to the precinct in a civic way? How 
can it give back to the precinct, 
and interact, and really start to be 
a catalyst for this regeneration of 
Docklands?’”

The stadium primarily operates 
as a sporting arena, for Australian 
rules football in the winter months, 
and cricket and soccer during the 
summer. 

It also operates as an entertainment 
venue for concerts, and large 
functions.

Redevelopment plans were released 
in late 2020 and revealed a strong 
focus on the stadium’s southern side 
(or “Town Square”) and eastern “City 
Edge” along Wurundjeri Way. 

Continued on page 9.

DISTRICT LIVE SUMMER MUSIC SESSIONS
JOIN US IN JANUARY 2022    VISIT WWW.THEDISTRICTDOCKLANDS.COM.AU

Untitled-2   1Untitled-2   1 30/11/2021   12:55:11 pm30/11/2021   12:55:11 pm

Freight bridge rises to 11 metres

It appears a freight bridge, not a tunnel, is officially 
on the Port of Melbourne’s horizon after an Andrews’ 
Government Minister alluded to plans of an 11-metre-
high openable bridge adjacent to the Bolte in State 
Parliament last month. 

In response to a query from Sustainable Australia 
Member for Southern Metropolitan Clifford Hayes about 
the proposed freight link on November 23, Minister for 
Ports and Freight Melissa Horne said she was unaware of 
any plans for a six-metre bridge. 

Instead, while only at “concept level at this stage”, she 
said the Port of Melbourne had proposed a bridge to be 
“over 11 metres high” and “includes a section that can be 
opened to allow for greater clearance”.

It comes after Docklands News cartoonist Michael 

words by Sean Car 
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Lindell posed 12 questions to Premier Daniel Andrews in 
last month’s edition as to whether the freight bridge was 
proceeding in light of ongoing advocacy from the Port of 
Melbourne. 

In response to those 12 questions, the Premier instead 
referred the matter to Minister Horne, who provided 
the following statement in response to the entire set of 
questions … 

“The Port of Melbourne has highlighted a rail 
connection between Docklands and Webb Dock as a 
necessary way to ensure an efficient freight network and 
well-connected port,” Minister Horne said. 

 “We understand this project is a priority for the Port of 
Melbourne, with community involvement expected to be 
key throughout planning and delivery.”

On background, Minister Horne reiterated that a 
“rail bridge” had been listed as a critical priority to be 
delivered by 2030 as part of the Port of Melbourne’s Port 
Development Strategy. 

Continued on page 6.
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Chip, chip, hooray!
Photo by Spencer Fowler Steen

The Fish Bar at NewQuay is o’fishally back! Operating under the new 
name Designer Food 101, the renowned local eatery has returned to 
Docklands through a twist of bait.  Full story page 18.
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Sports club sees huge Auskick turnout, and 
prepares for competitive soccer

Since returning from a COVID-19 hiatus in 
November, Docklands Sports Club (DSC) has 
kicked off a highly successful Auskick program 
and announced plans to launch a competitive 
junior soccer team in 2022. 

After several re-starts due to COVID-19, 
Auskick was a huge success at Ron Barassi Snr 
Park in its opening weeks.

Heavy rain didn’t deter 30 kids (and parents) 
from attending the opening day on November 
13, and a fortnight later the club welcomed 
more than 60 kids to their picturesque home 
ground next to the Bolte Bridge.

President Carina Parisella told Docklands 
News the turnout had exceeded the committee’s 
expectations.

“As soon as lockdown ended, we were out on 
the ground, ready to kick off our much-antici-
pated Auskick with the AFL,” Ms Parisella said. 

“After a few reschedules, it was an incredible 
feeling to bring our local kids together for the 
launch. We were proud to see the kids trying 
their best and having a ball at our beloved Ron 
Barassi Snr Park. The team at the AFL have been 
a great support, offering five weeks of sessions 
for free for Docklands families.”

The club, which launched in late 2019, has 
steadily grown its membership base in the first 
two years of operation. 

Alongside Auskick, it also offered junior soc-
cer and cricket programs. 

In November it announced it was planning 
the next phase of expansion, with an eye to sub-
mitting a competitive junior soccer team (with 
Football Victoria) in 2022. 

Ms Parisella said there had already been 
strong interest from local parents and kids 
for the side, which will likely be an under-10s 
outfit. 

“This is an important step in the right di-
rection which helps build the momentum of 
the club and puts Docklands on the map as an 
upcoming and vibrant centre of sports and rec-
reation. It was always our intention to get some 
teams going, we needed a few of our highly suc-
cessful MiniRoos programs to build the interest 
and we’re now in a position to move to the next 
step of competitive junior sport. Docklands 
Primary School has also been instrumental in 
drumming up support — thank you to [princi-
pal] Adam Bright and the team.”

After Christmas, the club will restart its 
MiniRoos junior soccer clinics, and launch a 
summer program of junior cricket.

“We’ll be taking a short break over the festive 
season as we plan for our next big milestones at 
the club. On behalf of DSC, we we’d like to wish 
you and your families a safe and happy festive 
season,” Ms Parisella said. 

If your daughter or son is interested in play-
ing soccer with Docklands Sports Club in 2022, 
email the club at: docklandssc@gmail.com •

To stay up to date: 
facebook.com/docklandssportsclub

words by David Schout 
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Docklands residents menaced by hoons tearing up the neighbourhood

Docklands residents fed up with hoons ter-
rorising their neighbourhood with dangerous 
late-night driving and burnouts are calling on 
authorities to act.

Locals say the careless behaviour had been 
“impinging” upon their lives with the end-
less noise having become an almost nightly 
occurrence. 

“There’s frustration with the residents,” one 
resident, who wished to remain anonymous, 
said, adding many have “lost faith that any-
thing’s going to happen” to fix the problem. 

“There’s also been quite a few people moving 
out of the area.”  

The residents’ concerns come as a 28-year-old 
man tragically died after his motorcycle crashed 
into a car on Lorimer St on November 19 about 
9pm, with his passenger (and partner) taken to 
hospital with serious injuries.

Police said the circumstances surrounding 
the collision had yet to be determined. 

Sandra [not her real name], a resident of more 
than eight years, who saw paramedics trying 
to revive the man as he lay on the ground fol-
lowing the horrific motorcycle crash, said the 
incident was “heartbreaking”.

She said about 20 police and ambulance vehi-
cles were at the scene at the corner of Lorimer 
and Hartley streets.

“You knew he was in trouble the way they 
were trying to resus him,” she said as she looked 
out from her apartment.

Sandra said family members were also “be-
side themselves” as they consoled one another 
at the scene. “It’s a horrible feeling and you don’t 
go to sleep after it.”

She said without knowing the full circum-
stances of the motorcycle crash she feared the 
fatality “won’t be the last one” as Lorimer St 
was regularly used as a racetrack.

“My husband won’t even drive down Lorimer 
St at night because he thinks it’s too dangerous.

words by Brendan Rees 
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“You can’t leave your windows open or your 
balcony doors or sit out on a nice night because 
of this hoon activity. It’s something that needs 
to be rectified. It will happen again and again 
until someone takes some responsibility.”

“This is avoidable. There is no reason for this 
to happen. If the majority of people had known 
about it they would never have purchased 
[homes] here.” 

A Docklands Representative Group (DRG) 
spokesperson said residents had become “dis-
tressed and concerned” by the number of cars 
and motorcycles meeting up in the precinct.

“There are motorcycle gatherings in Ron 
Barassi Snr Park which have returned in full 
force, there is the hooning in Lorimer St, there 
are the construction vehicles short-cutting 
along Harbour Esplanade and there are e-bikes 
speeding along footpaths,” the spokesperson 
said. “All these traffic issues can have deadly 
consequences and the DRG will again make 
representations to Victoria Police and the City 
of Melbourne for assistance.”

Anthony De Luca, chairman of The Quays 
owners’ corporation, said Docklands should 
be a “family destination where people enjoy 
the events, the harbour, the lifestyle but un-
fortunately the motorbike meets do nothing 
but degrade the area and endanger the local 
population”.  

“There are tailor-made events on racetracks 
where these bikers can meet safely and with 
as less risk as possible to any third parties and 
that’s where these events belong,” he said.

According to the resident, who asked to with-
hold his name, he said he had been trying to 
lobby the council for the past four to five years 
to address the issue. 

“If traffic lights went in it’s not going to stop 
it [hooning] but it should in theory make it a lot 
safer,” he said, adding the noise from vehicles 
was unbearable. 

“We shut our doors and windows when 
they’re around.  It’s noisy, it’s loud, it’s deliber-
ate because they’re all trying to show off their 
cars,” he said after there was a “long break of 

lockdown when there was no activity”.
He added the November 19 crash was “very 

unfortunate and sad but we as residents have 
been expecting some form of accident to hap-
pen for some time but hoping that it would not 
be a fatality”.

Yarra’s Edge resident  Keith Sutherland  said 
he believed reducing the speed limit along 
Lorimer St to 40-50km/h would help save lives.

A spokesperson for the Yarra Action group, 
which was formed four years ago in response to 
hoon activity, said it was still active and trying 
to bring about change. 

“We are pressing for more safety measures in 
the area such as traffic lights on the corner on 
Lorimer St and Hartley St.”

The group added following meetings with 
City of Melbourne in 2019, there had been 
an apparent commitment by council to limit 
the intersection of Point Park Crescent, South 
Wharf Drive and Lorimer St to local traffic only 
and reduce illegal parking, but residents “doubt 
whether it’s going to happen”. 

A police spokesperson said police would 
continue to run operations to “detect and deter 
illegal hoon driving, which has the potential to 
lead to devastating consequences”.

“While we don’t see burnouts and high-
speed racing around the streets of Docklands 
on a regular basis, we will still continue to use 
intelligence to monitor the roads and proac-
tively patrol the area to ensure it is safe,” the 
spokesperson said. “All too often this type of 
behaviour results in both death and serious 
injury which is why we will continue to target 
those who blatantly disregard the laws and put 
the rest of the community at risk.”

A City of Melbourne spokesperson said the 
council had recently installed road humps, 
created a “no stopping” zone on Point Park 
Crescent, as well as erecting fencing around 
the park to discourage vehicles from illegally 
parking, with safety cameras also having been 
installed.  

“We’re doing everything we can to ensure 
people can move safely around our municipal-

ity, whether it’s by public transport, car, bike or 
foot,” the spokesperson said.

The council said it was also working closely 
with police and was “considering the future use 
of safe city cameras which have the ability to 
measure noise in locations where noise may be 
considered a problem”. 

In a statement, the Department of Transport 
(DOT) said while it had no plans to upgrade 
Lorimer St “at this time,” which had a current 
speed limit of 60km/h, the department would 
“continue to monitor this road for safety and 
mobility” and consider improvements.

“Our thoughts are with those affected by the 
November 19 crash, and we are working with 
Victoria Police to investigate the circumstances, 
as we do with any fatality on our roads,” a DOT 
spokesperson said.

“Keeping all road users safe is our number one 
priority we are always exploring ways to make 
our network safer, including along Lorimer St, 
working alongside road safety experts includ-
ing councils and Victoria Police.”

“We welcome the community’s input in mak-
ing our roads safer for everyone.”

Docklands News is making no suggestion 
hoon behaviour was involved in the November 
19 fatal crash, only that it had shocked the 
community and residents want to improve road 
safety in the area. 

According to data from DOT, in the five 
years to December 2020 there were no report-
ed crashes at the intersection of Lorimer and 
Hartley streets that resulted in injury. During 
the same period, 15 reported crashes resulted 
in injury in the 3.3km section of Lorimer St 
between Montague St and Todd Rd. Of those, 
six resulted in serious injuries and no fatalities. 

The council said it was working with po-
lice in relation to the November 19 incident. 
Police said the driver of the car, an 18-year-old 
Greenvale man, was interviewed and released 
pending further inquiries.   

Anyone who witnessed the collision or with 
dashcam footage is urged to contact Crime 
Stoppers on 1800 333 000 •
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Australian first “design-to-rent” residential tower proposed for Docklands 

A prime waterside Docklands lo-
cation could be home to a new “de-
signed-to-rent” mixed-use tower, said 
to be the first of its kind in Australia.  

Developer Samma Property Group 
announced it had partnered with 
investment firm Brightlight to ac-
quire 194 Lorimer St, an expansive 
stand alone site along Yarra’s Edge 
and within walking distance of 
Marvel Stadium and the Melbourne 
Exhibition and Convention Centre.

The site, which would boast stun-
ning views towards the CBD, Yarra 
River, and Port Phillip Bay, comes 
with an existing approved Precinct 
Development Plan for a 90-metre 
residential tower, although the tower 
itself would be subject to approval.

It also forms part of the Bolte 
West Precinct site incorporating 
the heritage Shed 21 which has long 
been touted for a community boat-
ing operations hub by Development 
Victoria and the City of Melbourne. 

The proposed development would 
form part of 1412 apartments created 
across Samma Property Group’s four 
Melbourne-based developments 
from 2022 to 2055 for more than 
2800 residents.

Design-to-rent is an evolution 
from the build-to-rent concept which 
is growing in Australia with residen-
tial developments typically owned 
privately for the long term for the 
purposes of renting out.  

Brightlight managing director 
Samuel Richards said the proposal 
offered a private sector solution to 
Victoria’s affordable housing issue by 
providing access to housing, and en-

words by Brendan Rees 
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couraging long term, stable tenancies. 
He said the partnership offered 

a “unique alignment” between an 
“Australian community need for 
intentionally-designed, well-located, 
longer-tenancy housing and the 
need for investors to hold long term, 
yield-oriented defensive assets”.

The proposed Lorimer St tower 
would be aimed at millennials aged 
25 to 45 years, with residences of-
fering “a luxurious yet affordable” 
inner-city lifestyle as well as “im-
pressive” environmental credentials 
including a star NatHERS rating and 
five-star green star certification.  

The tower would also have an 
onsite management team available to 

serve and support residents and an 
activity program aimed to foster con-
nection and improve mental health 
and wellbeing.

Samma Property Group director 
Simon Abdelmalak said the proposal 
presented an “exciting opportunity” 
after it identified a noticeable gap in 
the build-to-rent space.

“With such close proximity to 
world-class amenities, the DTR 
[design-to-rent] model proposed for 
Lorimer St affords a fantastic lifestyle 
opportunity,” he said.

“Location, coupled with our 
commitment to incorporating in-
tegral design features that promote 
community connection, high-quality 

built outcomes and environmental 
standards, will provide a luxurious 
yet affordable offering not yet seen 
before in Australia.”

Geoff Ward, Group Head at 
Development Victoria, welcomed the 
proposal, saying it was “another sig-
nificant commitment” to the Yarra’s 
Edge precinct.

“The delivery of a high-quality 
build-to-rent development at Yarra’s 
Edge in Docklands is a positive indi-
cation of ongoing confidence in the 
property market in Melbourne and 
Docklands,” he said.

“Build-to-rent is becoming more 
appealing across the Victorian 
market, and it is encouraging to see 
Docklands as being sought out for 
this kind of development.”

The new DTR model comes as 
the state government, along with 
local businesses and developers look 
to lure Victorians back to the city 
post-pandemic, with the economic 
recovery plan focused on rebuilding 
the city’s vibrancy and community 
connection.

Following the purchase of the 
Lorimer St site from global commer-
cial real estate services firm Cushman 
& Wakefield’s Lukas Byrns & Marcus 
Neill for an undisclosed sum, Samma 
and Brightlight are currently capital 
raising for $750 million, leading with 
a development planned for 65 Haig 
St, Southbank, due to start construc-
tion within the next five months.  

Longer term, Samma and 
Brightlight are building a pipeline 
comprising 11 DTR developments 
(inclusive of the four shovel-ready 
projects), boasting 3144 apartments 
for more than 6200 residents and is 
expected to be valued at more than 
$1.7 billion by 2028 •

“... it is encouraging to 
see Docklands as being 

sought out for this 
kind of development.”

↥
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Tributes flow for “larger than life” man killed in tragic crash

A 28-year-old man who tragically lost his life 
in a motorcycle crash in Docklands is being 
remembered as a kind and genuine person with 
an “infectious smile”.

Brendan Holden was riding along Lorimer 
St with his passenger and girlfriend Luisa 
Landolfo when his motorcycle collided with a 
car near the corner of Hartley St about 9pm on 
November 19.

Paramedics tried to revive Mr Holden but he 
died at the scene while Ms Landolfo was taken 
to hospital with critical injuries.

A Victoria Police spokeswoman said the exact 
circumstances surrounding the collision were 
yet to be determined.

The driver and passenger of the car were not 
injured in the incident and stopped at the scene 
and were currently assisting police with their 
inquiries, a police spokeswoman said.

Tributes have flowed for Mr Holden with 
many paying their respects on social media, 
saying he will “stay in our hearts forever”.

“I’m truly lost for words after just hearing 
about the horrible news. You will be extremely 
missed by many people,” one wrote.

Close friend Chris Jewson, who would often 
ride with Mr Holden in road racing events, said 
he was an outgoing person who “was loved by 
everyone” including his colleagues at Metro 
Trains where he worked as a safety coordinator. 

“I considered him like a brother, he had this 
infectious smile that would light up a whole 
room,” he said. “The kid was larger than life.” 

“He was the type of guy that would give you 
the shirt off his own back.”

 “I couldn’t imagine anyone who would actu-
ally say anything bad about him.”

Friend Cameron White, who photographed 
Mr Holden at race meetings, said he “was as 
kind and as genuine a person as you would ever 
hope to meet”. 

He said his four-year-old son “absolutely idol-

words by Brendan Rees 
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ised” Mr Holden who “made the absolute effort 
every time he saw the little fella to make him 
feel special”.

“It’s definitely a loss, a very gifted person,” he 
said, adding Mr Holden had a passion for flying 
light aircraft.

“This guy was the salt of the earth, it’s very 
hard to describe someone who has no faults.”

Preston Motorcycle Club shared a tribute 
online, saying Mr Holden was a “bright and 
motivated young man who wore a huge grin”.

“He was known for being willing to help any-
one at any time. He loved his bike riding/racing 
and was very competitive, always coupled with 
a bit of cheeky banter in the pits,” the club said.  

Mourners attended the scene of the crash in 
the days after the tragedy, leaving flowers, soft 
toys, and photos of a smiling Mr Holden pinned 
to a fence at a makeshift roadside shrine.  

A GoFundMe page set up to help Mr Holden’s 
family with funeral costs and medical expenses 
for Ms Landolfo has raised more than $25,000 • 

I considered him like a 
brother, he had this infectious 
smile that would light up 
a whole room. The kid was 
larger than life.

❝

❝
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Father Bob to sail around Docklands 
in “Cruise for Kindness”

After a difficult 18 months for 
Melbourne, Father Bob McGuire 
plans to spread Christmas cheer with 
a cruise around Victoria Harbour on 
Melbourne showboat Lady Cutler.

The “Cruise for Kindness” will take 
place on December 3 and funds will 
go towards the Father Bob Maguire 
Foundation’s work to feed the hungry 
and house the homeless. 

Father Bob said the three-hour 
catered cruise would take place from 
12.30pm to 4pm and cost $120 per 
head. 

“It is magical to see Docklands 
leading the way in their show of 
kindness and generosity with the 
Melbourne Showboat Lady Cutler as 
a shining star,” Fr Bob said. 

The cruise is thanks to Docklands’ 
business owner, Jeff Gordon, who is 
lending Lady Cutler to the Father Bob 
team free of charge. 

“This type of generosity is too 
good to be true,” Fr Bob said. 

“With Christmas around the 
corner it is the ‘time for giving’ so 
we invite Melburnians and indeed 
Victorians, to dig deep and support 
our three major events on the 2021 
calendar.”

The Father Bob Foundation is also 
running “We need a Little Christmas 
Variety Show” – a free live event on 
December 15 at Fed Square’s main 
stage.

The annual Fr Bob Toy Run will 
also take place the week prior to 
Christmas, in which motorcyclists 
from all over the state come together 

to distribute gifts to needy children.
These events come after the foun-

dation served up a thousand meals 
every day for the past two years to 
those most affected by the pandemic.  

Father Bob urged those who had 
the means to donate to dig deep so 
that everyone could share in the 
Christmas spirit. 

“Come one, come all, spend a 
little time with me and make a big 
donation to the ongoing work of the 
Foundation and, help bring some joy, 
hope and cheer this holiday season.” 

•

For more information: 
fatherbobs.com

words by Katie Johnson 
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THE NUMBERS SPEAK 
FOR THEMSELVES

There’s been many ups and downs in 2021,
but one thing that has remained steady
is our results in both sales and rentals! 
 
Considering selling or simply looking for an 
up-to-date valuation of your property? 
 
Speak to our award-winning team today 
to receive a realistic guide on how we can 
help you! 193 SOLD 489 LEASED 
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Continued from page 1.

In a follow up question from Docklands News as to why 
a tunnel wasn’t being explored, a government spokesper-
son said there was “no currently approved proposal for a 
rail link to Webb Dock”.

While the mystery surrounding what form the bridge 
takes continues, it would appear from the government’s 
latest statements on the matter that a bridge is all but con-
firmed as per the wishes of the Port of Melbourne. 

In response to answers provided by the government to 
his 12 questions, Michael Lindell thanked Minister Horne 
for her “informative response”. 

“The Bolte Bridge was built with a 25-metre clearance 
to ensure our Victoria Harbour would survive as a vital 
and animated heart within the City of Melbourne,” he 
said. 

“The proposed rail linkage with a clearance of 11 me-
tres would massively compromise access, character and 
inevitably life.”

“Are we prepared to sacrifice Victoria Harbour to create 
a connection between parts of the port?”

“Victoria builds tunnels often and extensively. Surely 
it is not beyond our wit to resolve this challenge without 
permanent collateral damage to our priceless harbour.”

“Do we really value Docklands?”

Yarra Action Group chairman Keith Sutherland, who 
called on the assistance of Clifford Hayes to ask the ques-
tion of Minister Horne in Parliament, said it was time for 
answers. 

“For far too long the residents of Docklands and Yarra’s 
Edge have had the uncertainty of a tram bridge from 
Collins St to Lorimer St and now we have a double wham-
my with a proposed freight bridge adjoining the Bolte 
Bridge,” he said. 

“It’s about time the so-called experts looked outside 
the square and sourced alternatives to freight and tram 
bridges and looked at some of the worldwide solutions in 
immersed tubes, which Sydney has had for decades.”

“They are a far cheaper option and creates far less visu-
al pollution and damage. Also, we identified that freight 
could run through the tubes using robotics which is a far 
better option and would take many containers off busy 
Lorimer St.”

“From my observations the City of Melbourne and 
State Government seem to be pro-development but when 
powerful business interests want something they seem to 
prevail at the expense of residents.”

“It’s time for answers. We realise COVID has been a pri-
ority over the past two years but now it’s time for fairness 
and consultation.” •

Freight bridge rises to 11 metres

 ▲ Artist impressions by Denton Corker Marshall architects from 2009 showing a bridge closed (left) and opened (right).
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Construction started.

Move in early 2022.

 Save up to $40,000 

on stamp duty.*

Artist’s Impression

*Conditions apply

Urban living on a new scale
We'll Pay Your Owners Corporation Fees For Three Years*

An eclectic collection of innovative lofts, stylish apartments
and home offices designed by Six Degrees Architects. Featuring soaring 

double-height ceilings, light-filled living spaces,
abundant residential amenity and a vibrant new piazza. 

Contact Jeanne Yu 0466 412 738 or Adam Gao 0466 868 063 
to arrange your private inspection of the NewQuay Display Suite. 

REFINANCE YOUR 
HOME LOAN

Whatever your reason to refinance, 
make the switch today.

3,000$
CASHBACK#

RECEIVE

Available for refinance of loans of at least $250k with a max. LVR of 80%. 

BOQ Docklands
Josephine Tan, Owner-Manager*
0408 336 838* josephine.tan@boq.com.au
9248 0188* facebook.com/boqdocklndsmelb*
Mon-Thu 9:30am-4pm    Fri 9:30am-5pm    Sat-Sun Closed

Credit provided by Bank of Queensland Limited ABN 32 009 656 740 (BOQ) Australian Credit Licence Number 244616. Fees and charges payable. BOQ’s standard credit assessment criteria 
apply. Full terms and conditions at any BOQ branch. Interest rates quoted are indicative only, and are subject to change without notice. # Special limited time $3,000 cashback offer only 
available for new refinance applications received between Monday 12 October 2020 and Friday 28 May 2021. Must settle by Friday 27 August 2021. This offer is open to Australian residents 
aged 18 and over who are personal customers taking out a new home loan with BOQ, refinanced from another financial institution. Offer available on BOQ’s Clear Path, Economy, Intro Rate, 
or Fixed Rate home loan products only. Minimum total new lending of at least $250,000. Maximum loan-to-value ratio (LVR) of 80%. Not available for the refinance, restructure or switches 
of home loans within BOQ Group, which includes BOQ, Virgin Money (Australia) and BOQ Specialist. An applicant will be eligible for a maximum of one cashback payment during the offer 
period, regardless of the number of loan applications they are party to, provided the total amount drawn at settlement across all loans is at least $250,000. The cashback will be paid to the 
applicant’s BOQ transaction account within 30 days of the settlement date. For multiple home loan applicants the BOQ account needs to be in the name of at least one of the home loan 
applicants and the cashback will be paid only once to the applicants jointly. If you do not have an existing BOQ transaction account, one must be opened. Offer current as at 26/04/2021. This 
offer can be amended and/or withdrawn by BOQ at any time without notice. Applicants should seek their own tax advice in relation to the receipt of a cashback on settlement. Fees and charges 
payable. BOQ’s standard credit assessment criteria apply. Full home loan terms and conditions are available at any BOQ branch.

Docklands set to host “largest ever”  
drone show for New Year’s Eve

Docklands is set ring in the New Year in style 
with Australia’s “largest ever” drone show  to 
light up the night sky over Victoria Harbour.  

The seven-minute show will see audiences 
wowed by 350 drones illuminating the sky 
– the first of its scale to ever take place in the 
Southern Hemisphere. 

The unique aerial display is developed by 
drone art company Celestial, which delivered 
Edinburgh’s 2020 New Year drone display, 
as well as a drone art creation for Amnesty 
International’s 60th anniversary. 

The drone swarm will take place across 
Victoria Harbour on New Year’s Eve, before 
the 9.30pm fireworks and again at midnight. It 
will also run twice a night from January 3 to 
January 30. 

Lord Mayor Sally Capp said the Docklands 
drone swarm would “celebrate our love for 
Melbourne and help reignite the city”.

“For the best view, make your way to Victoria 
Harbour and support our wonderful venues and 
local workers,” she said.

“Fireworks, street feasts and live music will 
add to the buzz, and we’re thrilled to entice 
people in to celebrate with us in a safe way.”     

Celestial co-founder and CEO Tony Martin 
said his team was thrilled to be designing a 
“show-stopping” event for the Melbourne New 
Year.

“Working with celebrated local talent, our 
aim is to tell a story that takes the audience on 
a journey from the troubles of a difficult year 
and into a greener, healthier, happier future,” he 
said.

Docklands Chamber of Commerce executive 
officer Shane Wylie said, “we can’t be any more 
excited about the Celestial drone show coming 
to Docklands twice nightly for all of January”.

words by Brendan Rees 
EVENTS

“The Chamber has continually been pressing 
for long-term activation of the harbour and this 
is a perfect example of the type of buzz that can 
create,” he said.

“We love that this isn’t a sugar fix – it’s not a 
one-off event that draws thousands in and they 
go home. This will instead draw thousands in 
every night for January.”

Mr Wylie said stakeholders and the public 
would see the event as a way of “moving for-
ward” after the Docklands precinct was one 
of the hardest hit areas in Australia by the 
pandemic.

“This is exactly the type of thing that 
Docklands needs to re-invent itself,” he said.

“We’re so thankful to the City of Melbourne 
in this instance, but also to Development 

Victoria for identifying Docklands as a priority 
to activate post-COVID. We know better than 
anyone how much our businesses have hurt and 
that an activation like this will mean the world 
to them.”

“We’re hoping that this nightly drone show 
highlights just how successful a permanent ac-
tivation of some sort would be on the Harbour.”

Four ticketed celebration zones will be set 
up at Docklands, Flagstaff Gardens, Alexandra 
Gardens and Treasury Gardens to help man-
age crowds and adhere to health and safety 
requirements. 

Revellers can also enjoy fireworks and plenty 
of entertainment to celebrate the New Year 
with performances throughout the night •

 ▲ The drone show at the 2021 Tokyo Olympics.

Teenager’s body 
pulled from water
words by Brendan Rees 
SAFETY & SECURITY

A teenager’s body was pulled from the water in 
Docklands on November 30, but police say his 
death is not being treated as suspicious. 

The 19-year-old Hoppers Crossing man 
reportedly fell into the water about 1am, with 
two males with him raising the alarm after he 
failed to surface, police said. 

Officers from the Water Police and Search 
and Rescue were called and retrieved his body 
at around 4.14am, however police did not re-
veal the exact location. 

Police will prepare a report for the Coroner.
Meanwhile, in a separate incident, police 

discovered a body in the water at Docklands on 
November 26 (pictured).

Emergency services were called to the Yarra 
River, near Lorimer St, to reports of an unre-
sponsive person in the water about 9.45am.

Police said the circumstances surrounding 
the death are yet to be determined but it was 
believed not to be suspicious. 

The person is yet to be formally identified 
and police will prepare a report for the Coroner.

Docklands resident Andrew Ward said he 
saw about 20 police at the scene for around an 
hour after crews pulled the body from the water 
near the wharf.

“We saw a lot of police activity on the wharf 
and the setting up of an SES tent and retrieving 
the body,” he said •
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NEW YEAR STREET FEASTS
Melbourne’s hugely popular New 
Year Street Feasts are back for 
another year, once again set to draw 
enthusiastic crowds into the CBD 
and reinvigorate the city’s iconic 
streets and laneways.  

In a partnership between City of 
Melbourne, the Melbourne Food 
& Wine Festival and the Victorian 
Government, seven outdoor dining 
precincts will host thousands of New 
Year’s Eve diners at their favourite 
Melbourne restaurants. 

Each precinct will bring together 
restaurants and bars from the 
surrounding streets and laneways, 
offering diners more than 30 premium 
venues to enjoy on 31 December. 

Outdoor dining precincts will be 
at Docklands, Federation Square, 
Flinders Lane East, Flinders Lane 
West, Little Bourke Street, Little 
Collins Street and Russell Place.

Some of Melbourne’s best-loved 
venues will feature including Chin 
Chin, Hazel, Hero, Longrain, San 
Telmo and Supernormal. 

The program has something for 
all tastes: tea smoked duck salad 
and spritzes at Chin Chin; a family-
friendly beer-battered fish and 
chips at Time Out Café; pig’s head 
croquettes and polenta fritti at 
Hazel; and spit-roasted meats over 
the woodfired grill at Nomad’s BBQ 
street party. 

Taking inspiration from the piazzas 
and squares of Europe, New 
Year Street Feasts will open up 
some of the city’s most popular 
food precincts to bring guests an 
unforgettable dining experience on 
New Year’s Eve. 

Bookings are essential. For the full 
program and to book tickets, visit 
mfwf.com.au 

SPECTACULAR 
DRONE SWARM 
AT DOCKLANDS
Ring in the New Year by watching 
Australia’s largest ever drone show 
over Melbourne. The breathtaking 
sky show is set to stun crowds 
with 350 individual drones, while 
also reigniting the Docklands 
precinct and supporting local 
businesses.

The spectacle will be one of the 
first drone shows of this scale 
to take place in the Southern 
Hemisphere.

‘The Docklands drone swarm will 
celebrate our love for Melbourne 
and help reignite the city,’ the 
Lord Mayor said. ‘For the best 
view, book into the Docklands 
Celebration Zone and support 
our wonderful venues and local 
workers.’

The Docklands drone swarm 
will take place across Victoria 
Harbour at the official Celebration 
Zone, with a seven-minute show 
running twice on New Year’s Eve, 
before the 9.30pm and midnight 
fireworks.

Celebration zone tickets are 
required for entry, are free and  
can be claimed by registering in 
the Ticketek ballot.

CELEBRATION 
ZONES ACROSS 
THE CITY
Four ticketed celebration zones 
will be set up across the CBD to 
help manage crowds and adhere 
to health and safety requirements.

The zones will be at Docklands, 
Flagstaff Gardens, Alexandra 
Gardens and Treasury Gardens with 
family-friendly entertainment from 
6pm and localised fireworks shows 
at 9.30pm and midnight, which are 
only visible from these zones.

Revellers will be entertained by 
performances throughout the 
night, including comedy and circus 
acts, dance workshops, big bands 
and local DJs, as well as food 
trucks and a disco-light installation.

The celebration zones will be 
ticketed and patrons will be 
required to be fully vaccinated 
to ensure a COVID-safe event 
is delivered in line with State 
Government requirements. 
Free tickets can be claimed by 
registering in the Ticketek ballot.

New Year’s Eve in the city is being 
delivered through the $100 million 
Melbourne City Recovery Fund –  
a joint partnership between the 
City of Melbourne and the  
Victorian Government.

ADVERTISEMENT
Your City of Melbourne community update

Connect with us 
 /cityofmelbourne

 @cityofmelbourne

 @cityofmelbourne

Information and events in this publication 
are current at the time of printing. 
Subsequent changes may occur.  
All photos taken in line with health and 
safety guidelines.

New Year’s Eve celebrations in 
the city are set to be bigger and 
brighter than before, with the City 
of Melbourne unveiling its plans 
for a safe and creative night.

Lord Mayor Sally Capp said the City 
of Melbourne is delivering a bigger 
celebration this year so Victorians can 
farewell 2021 in fitting style.

FIREWORKS, FEASTS AND FAMILY FUN  
AS CITY CELEBRATES THE NEW YEAR

‘Locals and visitors love Melbourne’s 
annual New Years’ Eve celebration.  
The event showcases our city, our 
identity, and our sense of community,’ 
the Lord Mayor said.

‘Fireworks, street feasts and live music 
will add to the buzz, and we’re thrilled 
to entice people in to celebrate with us 
in a safe way.’

Revellers are encouraged to book in to 
city venues and celebrate responsibly 
at one of the many cafes, bars and 
restaurants that are throwing open their 
doors for a night of fun and festivity.

Or perhaps plan a staycation at one of 
the many new city hotels and make it the 
ultimate Melbourne holiday. For the full 
program, visit nye.melbourne.vic.gov.au
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Pearce Webster Dugdales      Level 4, 379 Collins Street, Melbourne      T 9614 5122      www.pearcewebster.com.au

Glenn Harvey answers your legal questions

Q.  My relationship with my spouse has broken down but how can l afford legal
represention ?

A.  There are various options including obtaining legal finance payable at the end of
your case when you receive your property settlement.

Please call to make an appointment for a FREE NO OBLIGATION 
30-minute Family Law Clinic via video conferencing or telephone.

Pearce Webster Dugdales  Working with individuals, families & business

Continued from page 1.

Mr Anson told locals that the Town Square 
component in particular was where “the stadi-
um embraces the precinct”. 

This large concourse area — at the end of the 
pathway from Southern Cross Station — will 
see the stadium’s facade stripped back and 
“opened up”.

It was revealed that the stadium’s gate line 
would become flexible, and pushed back on 
non-event days, something he believed was a 
world-first. 

Upon competition, the Town Square would 
represent a “day-lit, undercover civic space”, 
including food and beverage offerings, not 
dissimilar to the Collins Square redevelopment 
that Grimshaw also led.

Local input sought for concourse 
activities

The Marvel Stadium concourse has long been 
criticised as uninspiring and was referenced on 
the evening as a “desolate concrete area”.

Moves have been made to activate the area 
outside the arena once redevelopment works 
were complete, and preliminary ideas includ-
ed a night market, pop-up park and cultural 
festivals.

Driving this was placemaking group Village 
Well, which pledged to push for grassroots 
ideas as part of this.

“Great places that are locally loved have some 
level of local participation,” managing director 
Gilbert Rochecouste said.

“I think we need to go through another pro-
cess of engagement with the community to see 
potential fits and what will work for the area on 
game day and non-game day. The key word here 
is ownership and having some skin in the game, 
where we see some of these great institutions 
that have a local population have some say.”

He said that while big event days would take 
care of themselves, it was the “everyday mode” 
that would determine long-term success. 

“There’s going to be big events that land and 
we know that. But it’s those micro-events that 
bring the community along on the journey to 
have some say, but also some ownership which I 
think could be really powerful.”

A heads-up on disruptions
Details also emerged about disruptions set 

to be caused by upcoming works, which will 
be felt most by those living in the Lacrosse 
building at the northern edge of the stadium 
concourse, and Victoria Point at the ground’s 
southern edge. 

Works on the City Edge side of the stadium 
will take place between January and May.

For Town Square, hoarding will start going 
up in the New Year, with demolition works 
starting in early April and construction to be 
complete around August. 

“The success of the precinct and stadium are interlocked”: Local focus on Marvel revamp

Below-the-surface works had already begun.
While there will be disruption on the city-

side of the stadium concourse during construc-
tion (including the installation of a temporary 
vehicle ramp along Wurundjeri Way), public 
access around the stadium concourse would 
be “maintained at all times” according to John 
Holland Group.

Services manager Oliver Crowther said 
works would not adversely impact upcoming 
events.

“One of the largest factors for us as a con-
struction team was really to ensure the stadium 
stayed operational,” he said. 

“One, for the patrons that live in the commu-
nity. And also for those attending the stadium 
for events. We’ve maintained complete access 
all of the way around the stadium, and complete 
access into the stadium for events.”

Much of the stadium’s structure will remain 
in place during the works which, according to 
John Holland, was “good news for local resi-
dents” from a noise perspective. 

What about Harbour Esplanade?
Since the release of redevelopment plans, 

there had been disappointment from some 
quarters that the concourse revamp did not 
have a western or “harbourside” focus.

AFL project director Geoff Miller said the 
project had focused on the eastern and south-
ern sides of the ground as they were the areas of 
highest patronage; particularly the south with 
patrons arriving from Southern Cross Station.

He did not rule out further upgrades to the 
Harbour Esplanade side of the stadium con-
course in future.

“I think it’s fair to say that the AFL have fur-
ther aspirations for further improvements to 
the stadium beyond this,” Mr Miller said.

Prior to COVID-19, the AFL had a multi-mil-
lion-dollar deposit on a parcel of land on La 
Trobe St (on the stadium’s northwest corner) 
that it had earmarked for green space as part of 
the redevelopment.

But the league backed out of the deal when 
the pandemic struck and offloaded the site to 
shore up its financial position after suffering a 
significant hit to operations.

“The last few years have presented a lot of 
challenges for all of us, and the AFL are certain-
ly in that camp,” Mr Miller said.

The $225 million Marvel Stadium upgrade is 
funded by the state government after the AFL, 
in a 2018 deal, committed to keeping the Grand 
Final within Victoria until at least 2058, quell-
ing strong interest from rival states •

David Schout
JOURNALIST

DAVID@HYPERLOCALNEWS.COM.AU

There’s going to be big events 
that land and we know that. 
But it’s those micro-events that 
bring the community along 
on the journey to have some 
say, but also some ownership 
which I think could be really 
powerful.

❝
❝

 ▲ Works have begun at the eastern end of Marvel Stadium.

 ▲ City Edge.

 ▲ Town Square.
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Melbourne Money doesn’t quite hit the mark for small cafes

Cafés and small eateries in Docklands feel they 
have missed out on the benefits of the popular 
Melbourne Money scheme after reporting the 
minimum $50 spend was too high. 

The scheme, which was launched on 
November 15, allowed diners to claim up to 
30 per cent off their bills – up to $150 – from 
Monday and Thursday when they spent be-
tween $50 and $500 each week. 

Paul Polidano, who runs Café Esc at the 
ANZ branch on Collins St, said while trade had 
slowly picked up, the staggered return of office 
workers and few visitors meant Melbourne 
Money was “useless”.

“I think the drawback is Monday to Thursday. 
It’s good for some [venues] I suppose but it 
doesn’t really affect us at all,” he said.

“We just mainly survive on white collar 
workers, we don’t really fill with tourists, there’s 
nothing much done here anyway because we’re 
at the end of Collins St.”

“It’s picked up because there’s some people 
coming back to work slowly, but the ANZ is not 
bring everyone back until the end of January.”

Angelo Theo, who co-owns Foccacino and 
In a Rush cafes in Docklands, said they didn’t 
get one person take advantage of Melbourne 
Money.

“It didn’t work for us because the minimum 
is too high for our cafes. Normally people don’t 
spend $50 or more that much,” he said.

“The good thing is we are getting a little bit 
busier with more people coming back to work 
which has been really good for us – we’re just 
hoping that that continues.”

Diego Ayal, owner of Charlie Bit Me Café, 
also on Collins St, said he believed Melbourne 
Money was a “great idea”, “regardless of wheth-
er it works for us or not, I think it’s a pretty 
good incentive”.

“It just seems like every week is a little bit 
better,” he said.

“It’s been Monday and Thursday that is when 
we get most people around. I think it’s a little 
bit livelier, people seem happier, it’s looking 
brighter.”

Renzo Mammolito, who co-owns Renzo’s 
Bar on NewQuay Promenade, said he noticed 
there was a “little bit less” foot traffic compared 
to the first round of Melbourne Money earlier 
this year.

“Weekends aren’t too bad but during the 
week for us … there’s not much traffic around 
Docklands,” he said, adding he hoped it “chang-
es for everyone”.

John Cargo, co-owner of Berth and Cargo 
restaurants, said Melbourne Money “been one 
of the better schemes” the City of Melbourne 
had offered.

“I think a really, really positive scheme, the 
staff at both have been pushing it,” he said.

“I think the customers are really taking to it 
well. We’re finding a large percentage do know 
about it and make a claim.”

“The weekdays have definitely been pretty 
good down here.”

The $5 million Midweek Melbourne Money 
dining scheme ends on November 30.

Since the scheme launched patrons have 
spent more than $12 million in restaurants, ca-
fes and bars – with claims topping $3.8 million 
at the time of going to press •

words by Brendan Rees 
BUSINESS

It didn’t work for us because 
the minimum is too high for 
our cafes. Normally people 
don’t spend $50 or more that 
much.

❝

❝

 ▲ Diego Ayal, owner of Charlie Bit Me Café, said trade was “looking brighter”.

 ▲ Paul Polidano said Melbourne Money had been disappointing with few customers spending more than $50.  
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Stirring words from the Marriott’s owner

In the building construction world, smart PR 
people usually control the messaging. You don’t 
hear much from the developers themselves.

Mohan Du, 34-year-old head of Capital 
Alliance, is a refreshing exception.

He is the man behind the new Marriott Hotel 
at The District and he spoke to Docklands News 
about the development.

Before the lockdown, Mohan went on the 
public record to criticise the way many residen-
tial towers in Melbourne actually operated. 

“I had a big go at Airbnb,” Mohan said. “I’ve 
had an apartment for the last 10 years and you’re 
not signing up to live in a hotel.”

The bitter personal experience of living in a 
building with serviced apartments was the driv-
ing force behind his development at NewQuay.

“You’re sharing the lifts with people who are 
there for a party,” he said. “Let’s say on Level 10 
your neighbour has an Airbnb. The thing that’s 
separating a party from a family is a plaster 
wall.”

Residential vertical transportation studies 
show that short-stay visitors use the lifts more 
than owner/occupiers who also pay a set amen-
ity fee for facilities even though they use them 
less. 

Capital Alliance dealt firmly with these is-
sues in their new development. The Marriott 
opened last month and apartment dwellers 
began moving in in June and are now enjoying 
the benefits.  

“In this development we’ve included a luxury 
five-star hotel in the building not scattered ser-
viced apartments,” Mohan said. There are four 
separate lifts for the 189 rooms of the hotel and 
two for the 88 apartments.

Melbourne had only a handful of similar 
towers, he said, but the “concept is common in 
New York, Singapore and Hong Kong. I like to 
go to foreign cities and see how people live”.

The lotus-shaped building at District 

words by Rhonda Dredge 
FEATURE

Docklands was specifically designed to knock 
Airbnb and short-stays on the head with a 
caveat on the titles. “We’ve banned them com-
pletely. We have special conditions in the sales 
contract.”

The result is a combination of owner-occu-
piers and normal long-term leases. “Ninety per 
cent are down-sizers. Most come from other 
apartments. You can’t sublet. It’s creating a little 
village.”

Residents don’t pay a fixed fee for amenities 
such as the gym or pool but per use. All ameni-

ties such as the infinity pool belong to the hotel. 
Residents can also use the hotel foyer to enter 
and exit the building.

“I’m proud of the fact that I live in an apart-
ment,” Mohan said. “These little nuances are 
what matter.”

Growing up in the suburbs he’d always 
dreamed of having a city life, he said. “Blackburn 
today is a great area. Fifteen to 20 years ago it 
was a bit rough.” 

Mohan has two small children under four 
and has been working at home like everyone 
else during the pandemic.

“It was difficult. There were delays. It’s not 
the fault of anyone. Grovelling isn’t going to get 
you anywhere,” he said.

Kids don’t understand work. He does his on 
the dining table in his Docklands penthouse. 
His dad made his money in livestock export, 
and he started out as a real estate agent. “We’re 
a young company and it’s not about being a 
sheep.” •

I’m proud of the fact that I 
live in an apartment ...

❝

❝

New Marriott 
hotel now open

Marriott Hotels’ first purpose-built develop-
ment in more than 25 years is now open in 
Docklands. 

A strong turnout graced the hotels foyer 
for the official opening which saw deputy 
Lord Mayor Nicholas Reece, Capital Alliance 
founder and the hotel’s owner Mohan Du, and 
Melbourne Marriott Hotel Docklands general 
manager Girish Talreja, cut the ceremonial rib-
bon on a landmark day for Docklands’ visitation 
and leisure market. 

Featuring 189 guest rooms and a one-of-a-
kind public access rooftop infinity pool with 
an adjoining bar offers panoramic views across 
Melbourne’s CBD skyline, Bolte Bridge, Port 
Phillip Bay and Hobsons Bay. 

The development includes a ground level 
restaurant, laneway café, rooftop bar and 
Australia’s first “M Club” executive lounge. 

“I am so proud to stand here and say to ev-
eryone, hand on heart, we have delivered on our 
vision and have not taken any shortcuts,” Mr Du 
said. 

“Today’s opening is about team Melbourne. 
It’s about showing the world and Melburnians 
that we are open for business for guests domes-
tic and international and shows that we can re-
tain our title as the world’s most liveable city.” •

words by Jack Hayes 
BUSINESS

 ▲ Mohan Du at the Marriott.
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Truck bowls 
over traffic 
light post 

the loud noise “that constantly wakes 
you up before the 7am legal start 
time”. 

“They have unfortunately mixed 
commercial with residential which 
is a disastrous idea and spoiled 
Docklands forever because you are 
paying millions of dollars for apart-
ments/ properties that constantly 
have construction noise, and con-
struction trucks which in turn cause 
lots of damage to our streets like the 
incident in question,” the resident 
said. 

The Docklands Residents’ Group 
expressed concerns of construction 
trucks using Harbour Esplanade as a 
shortcut with “multiple close calls” at 
pedestrian crossings •

words by Brendan Rees 
SAFETY & SECUIRTY

 ▲ A traffic light post was bowled over at 
the corner of Collins and Bourke streets.  
Picture: Facebook.

A truck driver who drastically mis-
judged a corner in Docklands has 
bowled over a traffic light post.

According to police, the truck was 
traveling along Bourke St when it 
mounted the curb as it tried to turn 
into Collins St about 10.30pm on 
November 19.

Luckily no one was injured, and 
police are investigating the incident.

Witness Ajay Viswanath said he 
was sitting on his balcony on Bourke 
St when he heard braking noises.

He said the driver of the truck, be-
lieved to have been towing a trailer, 
got out of his cabin and began speak-
ing to someone, presumably to seek 
help with directions.

“He went on to turn the truck to-
wards Collins St [left from Bourke St] 
and I saw the second trailer knock-
ing off the traffic signal post on the 
Bourke St as it got on the foot path 
and I heard a few other knocking 
noises too which must have been bins 
and posts,” he said.

“I could see the post fall with the 
full force [of the truck]. If someone 
was standing there they would’ve 
definitely been hurt.”

“I think his wheel got stuck or 
something, so he was there for two 
minutes, I think he reversed and tried 
to squeeze in and get out of the place.”

Another resident, who wished to 
remain anonymous, said it wasn’t so 
much that safety was an issue as for 

Saras Care finds home in Docklands

Emerging not-for-profit organisation Saras Care has 
established its home at The District Docklands, and its 
managing director is keen to make the space one for the 
whole community. 

Gautam Gupta has been quick to announce himself as a 
Docklands advocate since moving his charity’s headquar-
ters to the area this year.  

Last month, he joined the Docklands Chamber of 
Commerce and committed to the role of treasurer, bring-
ing valuable social justice expertise previously missing 
from the business group’s committee. 

Furthermore, he’s been busy connecting with a number 
of other local organisations, including the The District, 
Neighbourhood House and Docklands Primary School, as 
he pursues helping those most in need of support in our 
community. 

A graduate of the Institute of Company Directors, pro-
fessional board director and self-described “governance 
expert” with more than 20 years of experience, Mr Gupta 
told Docklands News he launched Saras Care four years 
ago to use his expertise for good. 

The organisation was established to support those pre-
dominantly at risk of homelessness and unemployment by 
sourcing clothes and other goods for distribution through 
a range of philanthropic partnerships with companies 
such as BIG W and Bunnings. 

“We’re getting a lot of stuff. It’s all of the excess goods 
that large corporates have,” Mr Gupta said. 

“So, what happens is, let’s say, BIG W has floor stock 
that it can’t stock that’s just going out of fashion and they 
can’t sell it. It would normally go to landfill so we’re repur-
posing that and giving it to people most in need.”

Its other major service is providing training for those 
seeking employment. Mr Gupta said that from more than 
500 trainees the organisation had helped during the past 
four years, more than 400 of them were now in meaning-
ful jobs. 

In between these services, Saras Care also hosts work-
shops and awareness campaigns on a range of important 
issues including women’s health and safety and mental 
health. And while those at risk of homelessness are a 
major beneficiary of its support services, so too are multi-

For more information or to donate: 
saras.care

cultural communities and international students. 
Operating across two shopfronts at G14/15 at The 

District, one space is dedicated to hosting workshops, 
which Mr Gupta said he wanted to open up to community 
groups to use for networking and hosting events. 

With equipment donated from organisations such as 
Kogan, Google and Microsoft, the hub offers desk space, 
computer access and meeting areas for the community to 
enjoy. 

In the other space next door is Saras Care’s warehouse, 
filled with boxes upon boxes of donated goods, which 
Mr Gupta said were in desperate need of organising and 
shelving. 

With a sign up the front stipulating that it doesn’t buy 
or sell, Mr Gupta said it strictly distributed the goods 
through its partner organisations and own initiatives. 

He’s calling for any volunteers with spare time to help 
organise the goods in the warehouse, and better yet, for 
any willing donors with unwanted shelves!

“I would like to invite the community to come and be 
part of our warehouse if they have time,” he said. “We’re 
on the lookout for shelving units.” •

words by Sean Car 
COMMUNITY

 ▲ Gautam Gupta in the Saras Care warehouse at The District. 
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Melbourne’s Premiere
Metropolitan Cinema.

Return to

$17
adult mem

ber  ti
ck

et
s

*further discounts

available!

P 2 hours free parking
$5 p/h for 4 more hours

Exciting new releases 
coming to Kino Cinema.

The French 
Dispatch

December 9

We’ve missed you!
Enjoy a complimentary Prosecco!

*Offer expires 19/12/2021.  - one drink per voucher. 
Alcoholic beverages are restricted to persons over 
the age of 18. You may be asked for I.D.

Redeem this voucher at the box 
office with a ticket purchase 
to receive your drink!

*All staff and customers are required to be fully-vaccinated unless exempt.

Cinemas proved to be the 
safest indoor environment.

Continuous 
fresh-air cycling

6 cycles 
per hour

Delicious

December 26

The Worst Person 
In The World

December 26

House of Gucci

January 1

The people behind the rock poster expo

Every rock poster tells a special story and there 
are a few thousand of them at The District 
Docklands waiting to be discovered as part of 
Pasted and Wasted, one of the largest expos of 
posters ever mounted.

On the bottom left-hand corner of one post-
er, which advertises gigs at the Esplanade, the 
band Guiltfilter is listed.

On the same poster are Crown of Thorns, 
Paul Kelly and Renee Geyer.

The date of the poster is some time in the ‘90s 
when all of these musicians were scheduled to 
play at the popular St Kilda venue.

“It was ‘92, at the main bar in the Espie,” 
Magnus Morris, lead singer of Guiltfilter, said.

He should know, for he was there, and he has 
arrived at the expo and managed to locate this 
particular poster among 3000 of them.

“That night at the Espy it was summer and 
hot. It was completely full. We played one of 
three gigs.”

His band was called The Dolls and they sup-
ported Nirvana on their Australian tour, which 
gives them legend status.

Close to that particular poster is one for The 
Hard Ons and another advertising a gig by I 
Spit on the Gravy. Band member Fred Negro 
designed the posters.

This small walk through the grunge corner 
of the expo could be construed as a lesson in 
nostalgic but Magnus disagrees. 

“It’s not about remembering,” he said. “A lot 
of these bands are still playing and writing. The 
Hard Ons have just released a new album with 
Tim Rogers from You Am I.”

Identities in the music industry shine like 
stars and their histories are full of magic yet 
this is just one corner of an expo devoted to the 
collection of Nick Vukovic, who has allegedly 
amassed half a million posters. He kept them all 
in plastic bags.

Nick’s collection was whittled down by the 

amazing curator Bev Plowman, a visual artist, 
who attempted to bring some order to the 
multitude by grouping posters by the decade 
and printing technique then mounting them at 
District X.

Small didactic sheets record the fact that 
there was a burst of fluorescent colours in the 
‘80s, a surge of screen printing in the ‘70s and, 
well, the use of basic methods in the ‘50s.

“In the ‘00s you had to get permission,” Bev 
said. “It was illegal to paste posters. They are all 
small and narrow for cafes.”

A special section is also devoted to bedroom 
posters where heart throbs featured, including 
Marty Rhone in a shirt unbuttoned to the navel. 

“People don’t do it anymore,” Bev said, sadly. 
“They’re into designer instead.”

There are a million-and-one such beautiful 
discoveries for those so inclined, including the 
one that to go to a gig by Daddy Cool cost just 
$1.10 sometime in the past.

Pasted and Wasted, District Docklands, until 
December 31, $10 admission •

words by Rhonda Dredge 
ARTS & CULTURE

Push for more notice on 
significant reports

Locals have asked the City of Melbourne to 
give more than the current five days’ notice for 
significant policy and strategy papers, arguing 
the current period leaves insufficient time for 
proper scrutiny.

If successful, key documents such as the 
Queen Victoria Market Precinct Renewal, 
Transport Strategy 2030, Draft Greenline plan 
and the Hoddle Grid Heritage Review would all 
be released earlier.

It is argued that this would give community 
groups and ratepayers more time to consider 
them before they were presented at a council 
meeting, typically held on a Tuesday evening. 

Currently, the council publicly releases key 
documents five days prior to a scheduled meet-
ing, usually releasing reports on a Thursday 
afternoon.

Friends of Queen Victoria Market president 
Mary-Lou Howie said this wasn’t long enough 
to digest.

“The reality is the City of Melbourne con-
stituents are given two-and-a-half  working 
days — the weekend cannot be counted as a part 
of the given time — to scrutinise agendas and 
attachments, often relating to major planning 
decisions, before Future Melbourne Committee 
(FMC),” she said.

“Many in the community have work and 
private commitments, especially on  weekends. 
Obviously, the current council meeting process-
es leaves the community insufficient time for 
proper scrutiny of the council material which 
can be up to 100 pages. Few in the community 
have the time available to give a properly con-
sidered response in such a tight time frame.”

Key city-shaping policy and strategy docu-
ments discussed at council and FMC meetings 
(which oversee the implementation of council 

strategies, held twice a month) are often in-
depth and lengthy reports.

The council committed to exploring the issue 
earlier this year, and at the November 23 council 
meeting Cr Rohan Leppert asked for a public 
update on any progress.

The council’s director of governance Michael 
Tonta said that where possible and appropriate, 
early public release of major documents would 
occur more frequently from next year.

“We are currently reviewing and will contin-
ue to review the list of papers that are proposed 
to come to both council and Future Melbourne 
Committee meetings, with the intent of iden-
tifying items — particularly those that are of a 
major strategic nature — that could be released 
to the public earlier,” Mr Tonta said. 

“Whilst early release has occurred this year, 
most recently with the Macaulay Structure Plan 
earlier this month, it is proposed to ensure that 
opportunities for early public release of major 
strategic documents are identified sooner in 
the administrative process and programmed, 
where possible and appropriate, more effective-
ly in 2022.” •

words by David Schout 
COUNCIL AFFAIRS

Obviously, the current council 
meeting processes leaves the 
community insufficient time 
for proper scrutiny of the 
council material which can be 
up to 100 pages.

❝

❝
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The Docklands Community Hub is a free online space to connect with 
fellow Docklands locals, stay in the know, post requests for help, share 
skills and local knowledge, ask for recommendations, discover local  
services, classes, retailers, events and more!

This Facebook group is owned by Docklands News. 

If you’re a local resident or business you can join up here:

www.facebook.com/groups/docklandscommunityhub/

Connect
with your local community

DOCKLANDS
Community Hub

New campaign to lure residents to Docklands
In 1978, architectural 
commentator Norman Day 
described Melbourne as “an 
empty useless city centre.” 

Fast-forward 14 years with Melbourne bat-
tered by the “recession we had to have”, the 
then Kennett state government and City of 
Melbourne drafted a piece of planning policy 
that would eventually transform the city into 
one of the world’s most liveable. 

“Postcode 3000” encouraged residential de-
velopment in the CBD aiming to bring the total 
number of city units from (then) just 600, to 
8000 over the following 15 years.

The fruits of these efforts eventually 
spilled into neighbouring suburbs of Carlton, 
Southbank and eventually, Docklands. 

Another three decades on and the City of 
Melbourne has dusted off the trusted playbook 
with a new campaign aimed at luring new resi-
dents into the city yet again. 

 This is Your Local  aims to showcase ev-
erything quintessentially Melbourne from 
our buzzing cultural scene, eclectic nightlife, 
harbour views, greenspaces and convenient 
amenities – all with the goal of encouraging 
new residents to make Melbourne “their local”.  

The campaign will promote a host of in-
centives for new home buyers including a full 
stamp duty discount of new residential proper-
ties valued up to $1 million within the City of 
Melbourne. 

A 100 per cent stamp duty exemption is avail-
able for new residential properties that have 
been on the market for more than 12 months. 

Additionally, first home buyer’s purchasing 
an off-the-plan property will qualify for a duty 
concession if the home is valued at up to $1 
million until June 30, 2022.

Lord Mayor Sally Capp said with stamp duty 
savings in the tens-of-thousands, there had gen-
uinely never been a better time to purchase  a 
property in the city. 

“Melbourne has a cultural heart like no other. 
It’s a wonderful place to live with everything 
you need within a 20-minute stroll from your 
home,” the Lord Mayor said.       

“When you live in the city, everything is at 
your doorstep. Your local shops are the Queen 
Victorian Market, your local park is the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, and the MCG is your local 
footy ground.”  

The campaign, which will be featured across 
varying forms of print, digital and social media, 
will see a partnership with REA Group and 
Domain to create an online hub with articles 
outlining the lifestyle and financial benefits 
of city living, as well as property listings el-

igible for Victorian Government stamp duty 
concessions. 

With border closures and restrictions putting 
considerable pressure on the city’s property 
market, the council is looking to stem the bleed-
ing and open the floodgates for new generations 
of Docklands residents. 

“The median price of units in Melbourne 
has fallen 7.5 per cent in the past year, while 
the average time properties are on the market 
has jumped by 24 per cent compared to pre-
COVID levels across the CBD, Docklands and 
Southbank,” the Lord Mayor said.        

The campaign will also be targeted at 
next home buyers and investors look-
ing to purchase in the next six months.         
As part of This is Your Local, Melbourne’s live-
ability will be promoted to renters who want to 
make the most of the city’s universities, events, 
public transport and shopping. 

The council’s Creative Melbourne portfolio 
lead and Docklands local Cr Jamal Hakim said 
the campaign emphasised what Melbourne did 

best, and that it would help drive an increase in 
buyers and renters flocking to the city. 

“My ‘local’  is the stunning Docklands pre-
cinct, where I enjoy making the most of the 
beautiful waterfront location, the iconic city 
views, and the shops that are just a stone’s throw 
away from my home,” Cr Hakim said. 

“I can’t wait to welcome an influx of vibrant 
new community members looking to make 
Melbourne ‘their local’.”

A spokesperson from the Docklands 
Representative Group (DRG) told Docklands 
News the campaign recognised the crucial role 
residents played in the municipality’s post-
COVID recovery. 

“It’s a smart strategy to focus on the contribu-
tion of residents in the recovery – as it has been 
residents that sustained the City of Melbourne 
during COVID-19 – so acknowledging the im-
portance of the resident-role is great,” they said.  

“Informal reports are that many sales have 
been to owner-occupiers, rather than investors, 
so, having more people committed to Docklands 
is a great thing.”

The DRG has three areas of focus where it 
would like to see community infrastructure 
improvements for prospective residents. 

First, an increase in co-working spaces and 
facilities for community groups, sustainability 
services like repair café and tool libraries, and 
a safe cohesion between pedestrian and bike/
scooter interfaces. 

“The Library at the Dock is good for room 
hire but groups can’t leave resources there and 
dedicated spaces are great for fostering cross-
group interactions,” the group said.  

“Sustainability services not only help reduce 
rubbish, but can be great at creating community 
connections and providing spaces for education 
and local skills development, and finally, being 
able to safely enjoy our spaces must be a prior-
ity.” •

Informal reports are that 
many sales have been to 
owner-occupiers, rather 
than investors, so, having 
more people committed to 
Docklands is a great thing.

❝

❝

Councillor misses out 
in federal politics bid

City of Melbourne councillor Roshena 
Campbell’s bid for Liberal Party preselection 
in the outer-eastern seat of Casey was unsuc-
cessful in November, finishing third in a hotly 
contested count.

One of several candidates, Cr Campbell lost 
out to eventual winner Aaron Violi, a former 
adviser to Senator James Paterson, at the 
November 13 count. 

Seen as a key seat in the upcoming federal 
election, Casey has been held by the Liberal 
Party for the past 37 years, the last 20 of which 
have been held by outgoing speaker Tony Smith.

Cr Campbell told Docklands News that while 
she was disappointed by the result, she was 
looking forward to continuing her role as chair 
of the council’s city activation portfolio.

“Oh yes absolutely, disappointed but you 
know, in circumstances where almost the entire 
preselection process was spent in lockdown, 
it made it really difficult to meet preselectors,” 
she said. “I’m conscious of the huge challenges 
we’ve got and the work that needs to be done to 
bring the city back. So as these things go, I’m de-
lighted about what lies ahead and what needs to 
be done in the city. I’m ready to roll my sleeves 
up and commit to doing that.”

While the first-term councillor said she 
had “no plans at the moment” to nominate for 
further pre-selections at either state or federal 
level, she did not rule out the prospect. 

“A week later [after preselection] it’s not 
something that’s crossed my mind. There’s been 
a preselection since then and I didn’t nominate 
for that. So, at the moment I’m very focused on 
the work I’ve got in Melbourne.”

A former CBD local and current Fitzroy res-
ident, Cr Campbell is a barrister with expertise 
in commercial law and corporate governance.

The mother of three has represented some 
of Australia’s largest companies as well as state 
and local government bodies.

She has acted in some of Victoria’s most 
significant litigations and a number of Royal 
Commissions, including for the Black Saturday 
bushfires.

Since being elected in November 2020, Cr 
Campbell has been a strong advocate for small 
business support during COVID-19 hardship.

She has also been an outspoken critic of plans 
for a medically-supervised safe-injecting room 
on Flinders St, describing the state government 
proposal as “nothing short of insanity”. 

At a May 25 council meeting she called on 
the City of Melbourne to reject a safe-injecting 
facility on the basis it would “significantly hin-
der” the city’s COVID-19 economic recovery •

words by David Schout 
POLITICS
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Docklands set for a blockbuster summer

Although the Bureau of 
Meteorolog y is forecasting mild 
summer temperatures due to 
a La Niña weather pattern 
circling the Pacific, Docklands 
is starting to heat up with a 
blockbuster schedule of events 
over the coming months. 

words by Jack Hayes 
EVENTS

Australian music royalty, Daryl Braithwaite 
and Joe Camilleri and the Black Sorrows Trio, 
kicked off proceedings during the weekend of 
November 26 to 28, with the first in a series 
of free music events as part of the DISTRICT 
LIVE – Summer Music Sessions. 

DISTRICT LIVE – Summer Music Sessions 
will continue throughout the entire month of 
January, bringing the precinct alive with some 
of Australia’s biggest music names, and a host of 
local supporting talents. 

Continuing the theme at The District 
Docklands comes the opening of Pasted and 
Wasted, an exhibition featuring more than 800 
original music posters spanning more than half 
a century of Australian live music from collec-
tor, Nick Vukovic’s, private collection. 

Pasted and Wasted in the first exhibition at 
District X, a new immersive space earmarked 
to support Melbourne’s creative industries and 
local talent, running from November 26 to 
December 31. 

The District Docklands CEO George 
Karabatsos told Docklands News the Pasted and 
Wasted exhibition was just the tip of a very 
large iceberg of exhibitions, activations, and 
events throughout the precinct this summer. 

“From a strategic point of view, we have 

always been very conscious of creating new ex-
periences and new destinations and celebrating 
everything that is cultural in Melbourne,” Mr 
Karabatsos said. 

“Our major attractions are now open, with 
the return of visitors to The District to enjoy 
new experiences, and spend time in our enter-
tainment, leisure, food and beverage precinct.”

“Nowhere else in Australia can you go bowl-
ing, ice skating, play glow golf, see a move, 
experience immersive art and choose from 30 
dining options in one place.”

Just a short walk to NewQuay Promenade 
and you’ll find the Summer at The Docks mar-
ket series running over three consecutive week-
ends on December 4 and 5, then the following 
weekend December 11 and 12, culminating 
on December 17 with the District Docklands’ 
Christmas night market. 

The Summer at The Docks markets are an ini-
tiative of the Docklands Chamber of Commerce 
(DCC), to support and amplify existing com-
munity business infrastructure. 

Looking ahead to the turn of the year, and in 
what will come as a monumental surprise for all 
Docklanders, New Year’s Eve (NYE) fireworks 
are back. 

According to the DCC the City of Melbourne 
is toning down all other NYE celebrations 
in favour of activating Docklands with two 
night-time displays – a family friendly version 
at 9.30pm followed by the traditional midnight 
launching. 

NYE will also see the introduction of 
Australia’s largest drone show, with a squadron 
of 350 drones bringing in 2022. 

The drone show will then continue for much 
of January, with shows twice a night from 
January 3 to 20. 

The jam-packed events schedule will be com-
plemented by DCC’s flagship Docklands Dollars 
program which treats visitors to $210 in rebates 
across participating businesses Docklands for a 
minimum two nights stay. 

According to DCC executive officer, Shane 
Wyle, the DCC are busy working with local 

stakeholders and a newly appointed executive 
committee to bring in Docklands’ biggest sum-
mer yet. 

“Our annual general meeting saw the retire-
ment from the chamber of our nine-year stand-
ing president Johanna Maxwell,” Mr Wylie said.  

“We can’t thank her service to Docklands 
adequately. She’s aware she’s loved and we are 
all grateful for her continual efforts.” 

“Daniel Hibberd, owner and director of 
Quest Docklands, has some very big shoes to 
fill but we welcome him to the role along with 
Ahmad Trad of the Xary Group to the vice 
president role.”

Rounding out the committee is treasurer, 
Gautam Gupta, from Saras Care – a not-for-
profit at The District Docklands, secretary 
Mo Hamdouna from MoWorks, Snap’s Paolo 
Castellazzi, The Sebel Melbourne Docklands’ 
Wei Xiong, Berth and Cargo’s Vanessa 
Muggianu, Docklands Private Collection’s Peter 
Kelly, and Mark Scholem from New Energy 
Physiotherapy •

“Nowhere else in 
Australia can you go 
bowling, ice skating, 

play glow golf, see 
a move, experience 
immersive art and 

choose from 30 dining 
options in one place.”

↥
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FESTIVE FAVOURITES
Christmas Square at Fed Square 

Make merry at Melbourne’s 
Christmas wonderland at Federation 
Square. Christmas comes to life 
with festive decorations aplenty and 
the city’s iconic 16-metre light-up 
tree. As the sun sets, the dazzling 
structure lights up with a gorgeous 
festive glow. Pop in to visit the big 
man himself and get a free photo at 
Santa’s Workshop. New additions to 
the square include sparkling neon 
trees, giant bell swings, beautiful 
baubles and other glittering new 
decorations. 

Christmas projections 

The city’s famous Christmas 
projections are back at Melbourne 
Town Hall with five gorgeous 
adornments, complete with a 
countdown to Christmas clock. Make 
it a night to remember and visit the 
projections at Chapter House Lane 
and Hamer Hall too. 

Christmas Cinema  

Carlton’s Argyle Square has had a 
Christmas makeover with nutcracker 
soldiers, pretty festive lights, and even 
an icicle throne making it the perfect 
spot for a balmy evening movie and 
picnic with provisions from Lygon 
Street’s famous delis, restaurants and 
gelateria. The Christmas cinema is 
screening silly season favourites like 
Elf, The Polar Express and National 
Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation on 
Saturdays in December. Some bean 
bags and deck chairs will be available, 
or BYO picnic gear for the best spot. 
Film screenings start at 8.30pm. 

The Christmas Quest  

The ultimate Christmas adventure 
awaits with Marvel Studios’ 
Hawkeye. Head to the Melbourne 
Visitor Hub to grab your Quest Card 
and follow the clues to navigate 
through laneways and arcades 
to find the answers, with some 
help from your favourite Avenger. 
Decipher all the clues and complete 
the quest for your chance to win 
awesome prizes.

CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS IN THE CITY
ADVERTISEMENT

Your City of Melbourne community update

The City of Melbourne has bolstered 
its Christmas line-up this year, adding 
a range of events, installations and 
activities to the program.  

“Whether it’s a Christmas catch-up 
at one of the city’s famous eateries, a 
family trip to meet Santa at Christmas 
Square or some late-night shopping 
to fill the stockings, there will be 
something for everyone to enjoy in 
Melbourne this Christmas,” the Lord 
Mayor said.  

City Activation portfolio lead 
Councillor Roshena Campbell said 
the festive trading season is the most 
important time of the year for city 
businesses.  

“Our city retailers have been 
disproportionately impacted by 
these lockdowns. The Christmas 
trading season will be critical to their 
economic recovery,” Cr Campbell said.  

“That’s why the Christmas festivities 
will be bigger and longer than ever this 
year. We want shoppers and families to 
enjoy the best parts of the season that 
you don’t get with online shopping. 
Our city will be filled with decorations, 
entertainment and rides to enjoy while 
supporting our retailers.”  

The Christmas Festival is part of a 
landmark $200 million investment 
by the City of Melbourne and the 
Victorian Government to stimulate the 
economy and reignite the city.  

For more Christmas Festival 
program information, visit 
whatson.melbourne.vic.gov.au/
things-to-do/christmas

Christmas is the most magical 
time of the year and the city is 
the best place to discover all the 
fun and festivities. Here’s your 
guide to the City of Melbourne 
Christmas Festival.

Christmas is a time for giving, and the 
City of Melbourne is giving families, 
residents, workers and visitors free 
events and activities to spread the 
spirit of Christmas. 

This year’s Christmas celebrations are 
bigger and brighter than ever with 
an exciting line up of new attractions, 
including a themed night market and a 
pop-up maze, right up until Saturday, 
25 December. 

The city will dazzle with the glow of 
thousands of decorations, including 
a 16-metre tall Christmas tree, as 
families and shoppers are welcomed 
back into the streets and shops.  

This year’s festival sees the return 
of time-honoured favourites like the 
Gingerbread Village and Christmas 
Square at Fed Square – the home of 
Santa’s Workshop and free activities 
for families, and the young at heart.  

Lord Mayor Sally Capp, who caught up 
with Santa to launch the festival, said 
the city will become the Christmas 
destination of the season. 

“Our friends from the North Pole 
are helping us ensure the city is the 
ultimate destination to celebrate 
the festive season with family and 
friends as we bring the buzz (and 
bells) back to Melbourne,” the Lord 
Mayor said.  

“This year’s Christmas Festival is 
expected to generate more than $15 
million in economic activity – providing 
the city’s business owners with a 
much-needed boost as they bounce 
back from lockdown. 

“We’ve all had a tough year and 
we want to make sure everyone 
– shoppers, families and business 
owners – have the best Christmas 
possible,” she said.  
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NEW CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL EVENTS
Christmas Carnival at Birrarung Marr  

Enjoy festive thrills on the banks of the 
Yarra at the Christmas Carnival. Ride 
the ferris wheel, drive the dodgems or 
get the best view of the city lights as 
you spin 35 meters in the air on top of 
the Sky Flyer. Try your luck at much-
loved carnival games and complete the 
experience with classic carnival food. 
Entry is free. Tickets for each ride can 
be purchased at the ticket box on site. 

Floating art installation on 
the Yarra River  

Santa and his Christmas dolphins 
have landed in the Yarra, with a  
27 metre floating sleigh lighting up 
the river at Birrarung Marr. Created 
by the quirky minds at Melbourne 
creative studio, A Blanck Canvas.  
If you’re lucky you may even spot 
Santa and his dolphins cruising the 
Yarra river throughout December. 

Christmas night market at the  
Queen Victoria Market  

Venture out under the starry lights of 
String Bean Alley for a festive night 
market. Bring the family or meet up 
with friends as you meander the open 
air laneway, picking up locally-made 
gifts and unique Christmas trinkets, 
before indulging in delicious street 
food from some of the city’s best 
food trucks and carts and refreshing 
summer drinks at the Brick Lane 
Bar. There’s festive fun for everyone, 
complete with Christmas carollers, 
fake snow, a giant gingerbread 
person to snap a picture with and 
even a special visit from Santa. 

A maze to explore at Docklands  

Help Santa find his elves. Make your 
way through this giant present-
themed maze for a chance to win one 
of four amazing prize packs thanks 
to The District Docklands, including 
family passes to Imaginaria, O’Brien 
Ice House, ArtVo, Chipmunks Playland 
and more.  

Elfie selfie stations 

Snap a selfie with an elfie to unlock a 
magical Christmas world and create 
an animated augmented reality 
Christmas card to share with all your 
friends. Find Merry at Fed Square, 
Jingles in Bourke Street Mall and Jolly 
at Southbank. Can you get a pic with 
all three? 

ADVERTISEMENT
Your City of Melbourne community update

KEEP IN TOUCH
To stay connected with all the latest 
news from the City of Melbourne, follow 
us on social media and subscribe to 
Melbourne magazine online at  
magazine.melbourne.vic.gov.au

You can also join conversations to 
influence plans for your neighbourhood 
through Participate Melbourne at 
participate.melbourne.vic.gov.au

Connect with us 
 /cityofmelbourne

 @cityofmelbourne

 @cityofmelbourne

FLASH MAKEOVER FOR  
MELBOURNE’S LANEWAYS

If you love the sights and sounds of 
the laneways, you can also take home 
your very own piece.

The Flash Forward Store, at  
261 Little Collins Street, is now open 
and stocked with records and one-
of-a-kind artworks produced by the 
creatives behind Flash Forward.

Cement your reputation as the trendiest 
gift-giver ever with unique masterpieces 
by brilliant Melburnian creatives 

You’ll also be supporting these artists, 
with 100 per cent of the sale going 
directly into their pocket.

Flash Forward is a City of Melbourne 
project, supported by the Victorian 
Government’s $500 million Working 
for Victoria Fund.

For your ultimate guide to  
Flash Forward, visit 
whatson.melbourne.vic.gov.au

When was the last time you got 
lost in Melbourne’s laneways?

World renowned and locally loved, 
Melbourne’s laneways have been 
transformed into an outdoor art 
gallery by teams of artists – ready for 
visitors to rediscover our colourful and 
creative city. 

This is the largest revitalisation of CBD 
laneways in Melbourne’s history, with 
more than 80 creatives commissioned 
to create works in 40 laneways. 

As an added benefit, the program 
enhances public amenity and safety 
through increased lighting and  
other upgrades.

Creative Melbourne portfolio 
lead Councillor Jamal Hakim said 
arts and culture have always been an 
integral part of our city’s identity. 

Information and events in this publication are 
current at the time of printing. Subsequent 
changes may occur. All photos taken in line 
with health and safety guidelines.

Rainbow Alley 
Work by Gonketa  

Tattersalls Lane 
Work by George Goodnow 

Langs Lane 
Work by Shawn Lu 

Bourke Place 
Work by Tayla Broekman

Ulster Lane 
Work by Drez 
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At Rothwell Lawyers we deliver exceptional legal 
advice, and always focus on achieving the best 

outcome for our clients.

Business Structuring

Commercial Law Issues

Conveyancing

Debt Recovery and Alternative Dispute Resolution

Suite 1518, 401 Docklands Drive, 
DOCKLANDS VIC 3008

Tel: (03) 9329 3500
Mob: 0447 449 779
W: www.rothlaw.com.au

Family Law

Insolvency Advice

IVOs

Wills, Estates and Probate

AREAS OF PRACTICE

Payment on collection only

Review of your terms and 
conditions for free when 

you use our services

Suite 1518, 401 Docklands Drive,
DOCKLANDS VIC 3008

Tel: (03) 9329 3500 
Mob: 0447 449 779 

Cryptocurrency and t-shirts: how a broke Docklands duo bought a fish and chip shop

Meet the young Docklands duo who have 
purchased a fish and chip shop at NewQuay 
Promenade using nothing but cryptocurrency 
and T-shirts.

Mel Patil and Duke Holder went broke due to 
the pandemic, so they decided to start up a new 
food business called Designer Food 101.

The bank wouldn’t give them a loan and their 
own families called them “nuts”. 

But the savvy business duo managed to 
make a few hundred thousand dollars through 
cryptocurrencies and RedBubble – an online 
marketplace for print-on-demand products.

And now after four “grilling” inspections 
from the City of Melbourne, Ms Patil and Mr 
Holder have finally opened for business, ready 
to take the old fish and chip ship shop to new 
heights. And so far, the reviews are good.

“We want to be supporting the community 
by giving them what they want, and also giving 
them a place to hang out and rely on,” Ms Patil 
told Docklands News.

Ms Patil said one of the reasons they chose 
to buy the business was because Mr Holder lost 
his job at RMIT University due to the drop in 
international students during the pandemic.

Ms Patil, who now works as an IT profes-
sional, said for the last year-and-a-half, she had 
been trading cryptocurrencies including Shiba 
– which she made a “fortune” on – Ethereum, 
XRP, Tron and other smaller coins.

She said she bought Bitcoin when it was trad-
ing at $18,000 – the price at the time of writing 
was more than $79,000.

“We were broke, we were broke renting an 
apartment in Docklands,” Ms Patil said.

Mr Holder said “no banks would touch us” be-
cause they were a start-up during the pandemic.

“One tradie after another who came past 
… they all said the same thing, “are you crazy 
opening a business? People are closing down!”

Ms Patil said even their own families refused 
to support them.

“Not even family would help us, they all said: 
‘you’re nuts!’” Ms Patil said.

“We had to do all of this on our own, we had 
to finance it all ourselves.”

But the duo has saved thousands of dollars 
through doing most of the work getting the 
shop ready themselves.

While working full-time at her IT job, Ms 
Patil said she had worked at the shop in her 
lunchbreaks or after work, and sometimes until 
one or two in the morning.

Mr Holder said he had been clocking up 17-
hour days for a month getting it ready.

And even after making the purchase, the 
road to opening hasn’t been easy for Ms Patil 
and Mr Holder, who said the City of Melbourne 
had been pulling them up on expensive, small 
technicalities.

“Weeks were going by, and people were 
saying, ‘why aren’t you opening?’ And we said, 
we can’t, the council just keeps moving the goal-

posts,” Ms Patil said.
“And it got to the point where people in the 

area were actually willing to sign a petition, 
we had a lawyer who said they were willing 
to represent us, we had so much support from 
the community because people just wanted this 
shop to open.”

“We’re barely breaking even at the moment 
because there’s no tourism, there’s no interna-
tional students and no sporting events,” Mr 
Holder said.

Ms Patil said the previous owners of the fish 
and chip shop were a local husband and wife, 
who owned the business since 2009 as well as 
children’s play centres around Docklands.

“Basically, they wanted to focus on other 
things and the pandemic made things difficult,” 
Mr Holder said.

“And Mel and I knew that fish and chips was 
not enough to get everyone excited, we had to 
something different, add more.”

So far, Ms Patil said they had seen huge suc-
cess in serving food out the front of the shop 
from bain-maries, as well as made-to-order 
food.

Mr Holder said they had already trialled a 
homemade burger, gourmet pizzas and “the 
crispiest fried chicken you’ve ever had” – all of 
which sold out.

“It comes back to the name, we’re called 
Designer Foods 101 because the whole motto 
is you design it, we’ll create it for you,” he said.

Mr Holder said so far, they had hired staff 
from a “mix of cultures”, including employ-
ees who were Sudanese, European, Chinese, 
Indonesian, and Persian.

“The mish-mash of cultures is coming out in 
the food,” Mr Holder said.

“Everyone has their own take on the food. 
We’re open to new ideas, developing things and 
bringing some life to Docklands,” Ms Patil said.

Mr Holder, who is himself from Thailand, 
said one of his many culinary ideas came to him 
recently after visiting sushi shops in the CBD 
with a food thermometer.

“The problem with sushi is that a lot of peo-
ple get salmonella, it’s supposed to be sitting at 
65 degrees [celcius] or above, or four degrees 
[celcius] in the fridge, which means it’ll be as 
hard as a rock,” he said

“I’ve tested this at four different sushi shops 
in the city with a thermometer, and I tested the 
sushi, and the median [temperature] was 18.5 
[degrees],” he said.

“To get around this, our idea is a hot rice roll, 
which will have mincemeat like pork or beef in 
it which will tear off nicely when you bite into 
it.”

A Subway-style, select-your-own-ingredients 
method of ordering food is also on the cards, 
in which the more expensive $10 per kilogram 
or more foods such as scallops, prawns and ca-
shews are at one end, and less expensive foods 
down the other.

Ms Patil and Mr Holder are currently looking 
for more staff. To get in touch, call 0451 089 
078. Instagram: df101_melbourne •

words by Spencer Fowler Steen 
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Push for pre-Christmas e-scooter launch

Electric share scooters could soon be available 
to ride on Docklands streets, with the City of 
Melbourne aiming to launch a 12-month trial 
of the micro-mobility option before Christmas.

The council, which had previously com-
mitted to a spring 2021 start, would look to 
launch the 12-month e-scooter trial to “support 
pre-Christmas reactivation”.

However, questions remain whether the trial 
will begin in December, as no agreement has yet 
been made with e-scooter operators at the time 
of publishing. 

“Management is aiming to launch the e-scoot-

paths and riders must wear a helmet. 
Lord Mayor Sally Capp said the time was 

right to properly assess the transport option in 
the Hoddle Grid and beyond.

“We think participation in trials like this are 
important for our city,” she said.

“As e-scooters become more popular — an 
absolute proliferation it seems over the COVID 
period — we know that various issues have aris-
en for users of the e-scooters, for pedestrians, 
for motorists and public transport users. And 
we know the Victorian Government is now con-
sidering the regulation of the use of e-scooters. 
By being involved in this trial, we give ourselves 
the best chance of being at the table to provide 
feedback … that will go into consideration for 
the decision made on what will then impact our 
city in the years ahead.” •

words by David Schout 
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er scheme in December to support pre-Christ-
mas reactivation, however the launch date will 
depend on the proposals received by the City of 
Melbourne,” a council report presented at the 
November 16 Future Melbourne Committee 
meeting read. 

One operator told Docklands News on 
November 17 that the tender selection process 
was ongoing. 

In September the council was named by the 
state government as one of four local govern-
ment areas selected to trial an e-scooter hire 
scheme, alongside two other inner-city councils 
(Yarra and Port Phillip) and the City of Ballarat.

The three inner-Melbourne councils have 
been in partnership managing the shared e-bike 
trial (Lime bikes) since December 2019.

The City of Melbourne has since released an 

independent analysis that showed it was by far 
the most appropriate local government area for 
an e-scooter scheme within Victoria.

It rated as 5.75 out of 6 on the Scooter-use 
Propensity Index (ScooPI), which measured six 
factors which are significant drivers of shared 
mobility and e-scooters use. The next-highest 
(the City of Yarra) rated 2.97. 

While electric scooters have become com-
monplace on CBD streets in recent years, 
almost all — according to Victorian laws — are 
illegal, as they are both too powerful (greater 
than 200 watts) and travel faster than 10 kmh.

As part of the trial, hired scooters will be 
permitted to travel at 20km/h on bicycle lanes, 
shared paths and low-speed roads (up to a max-
imum 50km/h speed limit). 

They will not, however, be permitted on foot-

Relief for locals as SA border opens

Residents in Docklands and inner 
Melbourne are now free to visit 
South Australia after dubious vacci-
nation data had threatened to deny 
long-awaited family reunions.

Just prior to its border reopening 
on November 23, the SA government 
agreed to accept residents from the 
City of Melbourne without the need 
to isolate for seven days. 

SA Premier Steven Marshall said 
the issue had caused “enormous frus-
tration” but confirmed inner-Melbur-
nians could now enter the state.

Mr Marshall’s government had pre-
viously said that anyone from a local 
government area with a double vac-
cination rate of less than 80 per cent 
— of which the City of Melbourne, 
at the time of publishing, was one 
— would not be allowed in the state 
without undertaking quarantine.

However as reported in the 
October edition of sister publication 
CBD News, Melbourne’s supposedly 
low inoculation figures were almost 
certainly wrong. 

Vaccination rates are based on 2019 
population levels, which meant the 
significant exodus of Melbourne’s in-
ternational students and overseas res-
idents since the onset of COVID-19 
was not reflected in the data.

Those who had long departed 
Australia were still statistically 
counted as “unvaccinated”, which 
left the City of Melbourne as the 
supposedly lowest-vaccinated LGA 
in Victoria. 

Since October, state MP for 
Melbourne Ellen Sandell had pushed 
the state government to update the 
population data, and even called out 

words by David Schout 
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Health Minister Martin Foley online. 
“I’ve been asking for a briefing 

about this and for more information 
for several weeks but have not heard 
anything back, so I’m resorting to 
Twitter to help my constituents,” she 
Tweeted on November 5. 

Mr Foley confirmed in Parliament 
on November 18 that as a result 
of new data analysis the City of 
Melbourne had, in fact, passed 80 per 
cent double-dose vaccinations.

He said vaccination rates had been 
underestimated by about 10 per cent, 
and while official figures had the 
LGA at 71.8 per cent fully vaccinated, 
it had in fact hit 81 per cent. 

Similarly, official first-dose levels 
(at the time) were at 75.9 per cent, 
however the government estimated 
real figures were in fact around 86.6 
per cent. 

The next day, Mr Marshall’s gov-
ernment accepted the new data anal-
ysis and confirmed borders would 
open for those travelling from the 
City of Melbourne. 

“I’m so pleased that my lobbying 
has been able to get this ridiculous 
situation fixed for local residents,” Ms 
Sandell told Docklands News.

“Our City of Melbourne residents 
have done it so tough during the pan-
demic and this was the last thing they 
needed.”

Confusing the matter further was 
that, even with Melbourne’s ques-
tionable figures, the area still had a 
higher vaccination rate than that of 
South Australia.

Ms Sandell said the prospect of 
being denied SA travel was partic-
ularly concerning for a number of 
constituents.

“This was having a real impact on 
people’s lives because South Australia 
refused to open their border quar-

antine-free to anyone from a local 
government area with less than 80 
per cent official vaccination rate, 
even though they knew our data was 
wrong. It was a ridiculous situation 
that means many local residents 
haven’t been able to book travel to 
visit sick relatives in SA, to go to fu-
nerals, or travel for work or plan their 
Christmas with family.”

One of those was West Melbourne 
resident Kristen Battistella, whose 
73-year-old mother-in-law Loretta 
lives in SA and will soon begin a sec-
ond round of chemotherapy.

After Melbourne’s extended 
lockdown, Ms Battistella’s husband 
Michael had finally booked a trip to 
see her, however only after confirm-
ing flights had realised the LGA-
specific requirements for travel. 

“Our overwhelming joy knowing 
that they could finally see each other 
after six months, quickly turned into 

an absolute nightmare,” she told 
Docklands News.

“It was distressing, infuriating 
and perplexing why they would use 
such outdated statistics. The situa-
tion was even more ludicrous, as it 
appeared it was easier for us to travel 
to Queensland or even to Singapore.”

After writing to various politicians 
and media outlets, Ms Battistella 
said there had been a “flood of 
emotion” within her family when 
the SA Premier confirmed City of 
Melbourne residents could travel to 
the state quarantine-free.

“Among an inundation  of 
well-wishers and tears, we could 
finally plan his quick trip, and con-
fidently book tickets for my two 
children to fly unaccompanied to 
South Australia to see the family in 
December.  Common sense prevailed 
and now we are planning to spend as 
much time together as a family.”

Town Hall edges towards 
10,000

On September 1, the council trans-
formed part of Melbourne Town Hall 
into a vaccination hub to jab some of 
the city’s most vulnerable residents.

And as of early November, more 
than 9000 people had received a 
vaccination at the iconic Swanston St 
building.

Nicole Bartholomeusz, chief 
executive of Cohealth — the commu-
nity health service in charge at Town 
Hall — said the response  had been 
“overwhelming”.

“We’ve been thrilled with the 
turnout at the Melbourne Town Hall 
over these last two months, especially 
from people in their 20s and 30s who 
became eligible for vaccination later 
in the rollout,” she said.

Around five per cent of those 
vaccinated were born in Australia 
but did not have Medicare card and 
were likely homeless or experiencing 
severe disadvantage.

A third had a preferred language 
other than English, with the top 
three preferred languages (other than 
English) Mandarin, Cantonese and 
Spanish.

“There has been an overwhelming 
uptake from culturally and lin-
guistically diverse communities to 
access the vaccine which shows that 
providing a culturally safe offering 
combined with our community 
engagement approach works,” Ms 
Bartholomeusz said. 

As of November 9, the Cohealth 
Melbourne Town Hall vaccination 
centre offered vaccinations to anyone 
who lives, works in, or visits the city, 
with extended opening hours (until 
6pm) to accommodate the post-work 
crowd •

 ▲ West Melbourne resident Kristen Battistella’s mother-in-law Loretta (pictured with grand-
children), is set to undergo a second round of chemotherapy. A statistical anomaly threatened 
to prevent son Michael (right) from visiting her in SA.
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Locals praise Sassone’s

There’s a strong female team at Sassone’s on the 
waterfront at Yarra’s Edge, creating fierce loyal-
ty among customers who have had the privilege 
of their dedication during the past two years.

According to locals, the restaurant stayed 
open seven days a week throughout six 
lockdowns.

“Fabulous coffee and a delicious, daily fresh 
take-away menu. Honestly, it kept many resi-
dents, including myself sane,” one resident told 
Docklands News.

“Just for once, I would love to have a small 
acknowledgement of Rita, family and amazing 
chef Jimmy.”

Mother and daughter team Rita and Rosetta 
steered the restaurant through the stormy 
waters of the past two years after the death of 
Frank, Rita’s husband and it has been an emo-
tional time for them.

“He died the last day of February,” Rita 
said. “One week before lockdown we had the 
funeral. I was upstairs mourning. I got up and 
came down and did takeaway. I was doing the 
kitchen.”

While Rita found solace in cooking, Rosetta 
took over front of house. “We had to stay open 
for the locals. They supported us from day one. 
Day and night I’m always here,” she said.

As the business pivoted from large waterside 
destination to intimate takeaway, their home-
cooked treats attracted attention.

“I learned how to cook sfini (Sicilian donuts) 
from my mother,” Rita said, and these became 
the drawcard, along with Italian-style souvlaki 
and arancini, as locals rallied to support the 
business. They sell about 300 donuts a week.

Being honest has helped Rita get through 
the difficult times. “This is the first time I’ve 
worked,” she said. “I got pretty tired. We had 
a big house, and I was looking after that and 

words by Rhonda Dredge 
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two kids. I used to go to lunches. I was a lady 
of leisure.”

Her world changed from being a stay-at-
home mum with a big life, sometimes turning 
up for weddings at one of their three reception 
centres, to a small life attached to a takeaway. 

Mother and daughter live in apartments 
above the restaurant and Rita’s granddaughter 
has just started working there as well.

Rita prides herself on being loyal to custom-
ers and staff. Several returned to get married at 
their reception centres and she has free coffee 
and sfini days for her customers. 

Some locals have got so fired up about their 
special riverside location of Yarra’s Edge they’ve 
campaigned to break away from Docklands.

Rita is not in favour. “I get my customers 
from Docklands as well,” she said. 

The restaurant has a capacity for 75 outside 
and 70 inside and host functions. 

Their only problems sailing forward are the 
winds which make bookings outside difficult 
and staffing. 

The restaurant will not be open for the full 
Christmas season unless they find a barista •

 ▲ Rosetta (left) and Rita Sassone at their family restaurant.

Creating a family 
environment at Kids & Co 

The positive energy one is met with when en-
tering Docklands’ early learning centre Kids & 
Co at Village St is palpable. 

It’s an atmosphere so many families have 
sorely missed during the past 18 months with 
COVID forcing children apart into remote 
learning. 

But with Victoria out of lockdowns amid in-
creasing vaccination rates, those all too familiar 
sounds and rhythms of life are slowly returning 
to Kids & Co once again. 

While there are few happier about it than the 
children and parents themselves, the centre’s 
owners Paul and Kathy Klisaris are absolutely 
over the moon. 

“Walking into noise again is so uplifting,” 
Kathy said. “It’s great for everyone’s morale 
and so nice they [the children] get to see their 
friends again.” 

After an incredibly challenging 18 months, 
Kids & Co is back open to the community once 
again, albeit slowly. 

Having seen admissions drop from 120 down 
to as little as three at the beginning of the pan-
demic, Paul and Kathy described the impacts on 
their dedicated team of educators as “scary” and 
“heart wrenching”. 

But grateful for government supports and the 
assistance of their landlord, or “Team Australia 
at its best” as Paul described it, the centre man-
aged to get through and its future is looking 
bright again. 

“We find we’re slowly crawling back,” Paul 
said. “For 15 or 16 of those 18 months the phone 
stopped ringing, the door never opened unless 
it was a parent coming in with their child.”

“[During] the past month we’ve started to see 
this ramp up and it’s just nice seeing tours and 
families returning.”

“We’re just so happy the service is humming 
again.”

You’d be hard pressed to find two people 
more devoted to early education than Paul and 
Kathy Klisaris. 

Having forged a career together in teaching 
and educating young people for more than 30 
years, their passion is evident in every aspect of 
the environment they have created at Kids & Co 
since its opening in 2015. 

Beginning their careers in what Paul de-
scribed as the “dark ages” of the sector, devoid 
of regulation and education, the pair was drawn 
into childcare through a shared desire for 
change. 

And starting out with their first centre in 
1996, Paul said they had always only ever 
sought to manage one centre at a time and pour 
their hearts and souls into doing it well.  

“That’s been our philosophy to be hands on, 
family orientated, to have one service – and 
one’s enough – and do it well,” he said. “Our 
longevity is based on the fact that we’re family 
orientated, and we’re here all the time.”

“Parents bring their little ones, and they 
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should expect to pick up their child the way 
they delivered it – happy, healthy, fed, bottom 
changed and having enjoyed plenty of activi-
ties, learning something.”

That philosophy is underpinned by a provid-
ing a caring, safe, supportive, warm, happy and 
stimulating learning environment, providing 
the children with the opportunities and flexi-
bility to play, discover and develop at their own 
rate. 

And they’re able to do so in a state-of the-art 
facility as well. Kids & Co offers a rare central 
city environment in the heritage-listed Goods 
Shed in Docklands, complete with several amaz-
ing indoor learning spaces, and an expansive 
outdoor play area looking out onto Flinders St. 

“Whether it’s adults and children – we’re all 
equal. We don’t use the word family loosely, 
you become part of our family. And we see that 
every day in the way the children interact with 
us. They know us all by name,” Paul said. 

“You can’t underscore the importance in 
providing an environment for a child to express 
itself and be whatever they want to be without 
judgment or fear, and we do that in spades.”

“It’s about loving what you do, and we love 
what we do.”

Kathy added, “The best thing for us is at the 
end of the day they [the children] just don’t 
want to go home. That for us is beautiful.”

With a diverse and multicultural team of 
qualified educators, Kids & Co welcomes fami-
lies from all walks of life. 

Licensed for 130 children, the facility, located 
at 8 Village St, Docklands, is open Monday to 
Friday 7am to 6.30 pm •

For more info or to book a tour: 
kidsandcochildcare.com.au or 
email ns@kidsandcochildcare.
com.au

 ▲ Kathy and Paul Klisaris.
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THE DISTRICT DOCKLANDS IS OPEN

YYoouurr  ffaavvoouurriittee  bbrraannddss,,  bbeeaauuttyy  sseerrvviicceess,,  ccaaffeess  aanndd  rreessttaauurraannttss  aarree  ooppeenn  aanndd  

wwee  llooookk  ffoorrwwaarrdd  ttoo  sseeeeiinngg  yyoouu..

PPlluuss,,  9900  mmiinnuutteess  ffrreeee  ppaarrkkiinngg  aanndd  $$55  aallll  ddaayy  ppaarrkkiinngg  uunnttiill  3300  NNoovveemmbbeerr  22002200..

As Melbourne celebrated long-awaited freedom last month, the Lady Cutler’s 

skipper Jeff Gordon showed Docklands how it’s done, with his boat now offer-

ing locals “Burgers and Beers by the Pier”. Continued on page 9.

Drink it in, Docklands

Photo by John Tadigiri.

Docklands activation 

strategy advanced 

The City of Melbourne and Development Victoria’s 

(DV’s) long-awaited Docklands activation strateg y 

is understood to be only a few weeks away from 

being shared with major stakeholders, with some 

programming expected to begin by year’s end. 

Despite last month’s local govern-

ment elections causing some minor 

delays in the process, the final report 

by events and activations company 

Alto Cibum is expected to be present-

ed to the City of Melbourne and DV 

on November 10. 

With the election winners revealed 

on November 4, Docklands News 

understands that the report will be 

presented to the council as soon as 

the new councillors and leadership 

team are sworn in. 

While further details of what’s in-

cluded in the strategy isn’t yet known, 

the progression of the plans comes 

as welcome news to the Docklands 

community following the easing of 

COVID-19 restrictions. 

With much of the discussion sur-

rounding the council’s reactivation 

of Melbourne having been largely 

focused on the CBD, many local busi-

nesses have been questioning what 

Docklands-focused efforts are on the 

horizon. 
While a range of stakeholders, 

including the Docklands Chamber 

of Commerce (DCC) and Docklands 

News, were originally consulted back 

in July, the impacts of the second 

wave of coronavirus on commercial 

traffic in Docklands has significantly 

changed the stakes.  

But while much of the plan’s 

big-ticket items are understood to be 

centred around office workers return-

ing to the precinct, weekend events 

for residents and visitors are also 

expected to play a part in reactivation 

over summer. 

A spokesperson for the City of 

Melbourne said the plan sought to 

leverage “water transport, tourism 

and maritime heritage” and that the 

council was currently working with 

major Docklands employers on plans 

to bring their staff back to the office. 

“Docklands is normally home to 

72,000 jobs so it’s crucial that we 

encourage office workers to return to 

the precinct,” the spokesperson said. 

 “The City of Melbourne is liaising 

with major city employers about the 

best ways to safely bring workers 

back to the city, including Docklands. 

Ideas include staggering work times 

and days to reduce the risk of over-

crowding on public transport and 

traffic congestion.”

While Premier Daniel Andrews 

confirmed on October 26 that a 

return to offices in the near future 

was unlikely, he said the government 

would provide a clearer picture on 

November 8 as to when city offices 

could open.
“If you can work from home you 

must work from home,” Mr Andrews 

said.
“Now I know that’s frustrating, I 

know that there are many businesses, 

large and small, who want to get their 

staff back on site, but those environ-

ments at this stage are just too risky.”

It’s expected that Melbourne will 

follow the same model adopted in 

the likes of New South Wales, with 

COVID-safe plans and four sqm

Continued on page 5.

words by Sean Car 

PLANNING

Sally Capp is back as Lord Mayor

Docklands resident and incumbent Lord Mayor Sally 

Capp has been returned to the city’s top job by voters 

for her first full term on council following the City of 

Melbourne local government elections on October 24. 

Ms Capp and her new Deputy Lord Mayor in Labor 

Party member Nicholas Reece defeated closest challenger 

Arron Wood and his deputy candidate Lisa Teh on the 

two-candidate preferred count 53 per cent to 46 per cent. 

With results officially announced by the Victorian 

Electoral Commission on November 4, nearly two weeks 

after the election, Team Capp recorded nearly 28,000 

primary votes in an election which saw the largest ever 

participation from voters. 

words by Sean Car 

ELECTIONS

While the Greens polled more than 1000 votes higher 

on primaries than Team Wood on the leadership ballot, 

the distribution of preferences saw Mr Wood climb to 

within seven per cent of Team Capp. 

The newly-elected Lord Mayor said she was honoured 

to lead Melbourne again. 

“With counting concluded, I am honoured to have the 

opportunity to continue to lead Melbourne,” the Lord 

Mayor said.
“We face a big challenge to revitalise Melbourne after 

the devastation caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. This 

will be a big job – and I promise that you can count on me 

and my team.”

“We will work day in and day out to ensure that 

Melbourne once again becomes the economic engine 

room of the state and the nation.”
Continued on page 3. 
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Waterfront Way, DocklandsOpen 7 days a week

EASY FRESH FOOD SHOPPINGNo queues, no crowds, essentials shopping on the go,plus 90 minutes free parking. 
Check out the back page for Super Saver Specials this month!

Fighting for Docklands with Dollars!

A new “Docklands Dollars” initiative, aimed exclusively at 
helping bring visitors and foot traffic back to Docklands, 
will be launched by the Docklands Chamber of Commerce 
(DCC) on March 29. With the support of the City of Melbourne and 
Development Victoria, the scheme will model similar 
economic injection programs seen around the world 
during COVID-19 by encouraging people to stay and 
spend in Docklands through a range of incentives.   

But unlike the state government’s regional travel 
vouchers which allow participants months to use, the 
DCC has set a 30-day period for Docklands Dollars to 
be activated from the time of registering to help support 
struggling businesses faster. By registering through a dedicated website – 

docklandsdollars.com.au – participants will be required 
to book a minimum two-night stay at a Docklands 
accommodation provider and spend at local restaurants, 
bars and attractions to claim a rebate from the DCC. 

While only businesses which are members of the DCC 
will be eligible to participate in the program, customers 
will be able to claim $50 off their accommodation, as well 
as 25 per cent off the total spend of their meal or purchase. 

With the entire program to be delivered by DCC and 
its members, local creative agency MoWorks (pictured) 
has been charged with creating the Docklands Dollars 
website, while other members will be given various 
marketing and promotional responsibilities.  In light of a recent economic report by the City of 
Melbourne revealing a near 50 per cent occupancy of 
street-facing businesses in Docklands (read full story on 
page 5), DCC president Johanna Maxwell said the scheme 
would help businesses recover slowly. 

Continued on page 3.

words by Sean Car photography by John Tadigiri BUSINESS

 ▲ L-R: Mo Hamdouna, Clemence Vandame, Caitlyn Clinch and Ian Yun of MoWorks will deliver the “Docklands Dollars” website. 

Council pushes Development Victoria to reveal community fundsA developer’s funding pool for Docklands community projects will be revealed within the next 
six months should the City of Melbourne get its way.

words by David Schout PLANNING

Facilities such as The Hub and projects identified through the soon-to-be released Docklands Activation Strategy are set for a cash injection that is said to be a “positive outcome for residents”.
As part of the Two Melbourne Quarter development near Southern Cross Station, developer Lendlease was required to provide almost 1000sqm of community space via an agreement with Development Victoria (DV).

However, opting against this, Lendlease instead provided a cash-equivalent contribution that is due to be spent on other local community projects.
DV, a state government agency, has confirmed it will consult with the council before allocating funds to community projects, but is yet to reveal the figure.

When contacted by Docklands News, DV did not say when it would reveal the figure to council, nor why it had yet to do so. “This is an opportunity to look at what community facilities or projects are needed elsewhere in Docklands and we look forward to continuing work with council to deliver a great outcome,” group head Geoff Ward said.
At a February 16 Future Melbourne Committee (FMC) meeting, councillors urged DV to reveal the figure within the next six months so it could better grasp the funding pipeline for the local area.Council planning chair Cr Nicholas Reece said being kept in the dark on the value was far from ideal.

“I’ve got to say, as a councillor and someone who sees themselves as a custodian of the city, there are a number of aspects to this arrangement that I do find challenging,” he said. “Sitting here tonight, we don’t actually know the value of the community infrastructure commitment which is being made by Lendlease.”
While the council does not know the value of the commitment, it does have a seat at the table to determine which community facilities or areas are in most need of a cash injection. “That is still a far from perfect arrangement, but nonetheless it means that as councillors we can take comfort that Lendlease aren’t walking away from the commitment they’ve made to make a contribution to community infrastructure here in Docklands, but … the arrangement doesn’t have the level of transparency we would ordinarily look for,” Cr Reece said. 

Cr Reece stressed that the frustration was not with the developer, but rather the governance around available funds. According to council documents, an email from DV on January 29 indicated where the funds could be allocated.
“DV and CoM have agreed to work together to spend these funds on appropriate community projects in Docklands – with the Hub@Docklands and projects identified through the Docklands Activation Strategy agreed as good starting points,” it read. 

“To this end, it is DV’s intention to establish a DV/CoM project working group to map out a suitable process and coordinate activities.”
Continued on page 4.
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A landmark moment for Alma

After 10 years of fundraising and restoration work, the 
historic tall ship Alma Doepel is set to re-enter the water 
by the end of the year.

Restoration director Peter Harris said the project had 
just reached a major milestone, with Docklands News 
photographer John Tadigiri capturing the moment the 
last plank was placed on the boat on May 21.

“We’ve had a major milestone reached with the last 
plank of around 300 was nailed in place and we had the 
gold nail used, which is a tradition,” Mr Harris said.

“We plan to relaunch it by the end of the year. We’re 
past the talking about it stage and we’re in the countdown 
stage.”

Mr Harris said there were a few more stages to go in 
the project. 

“Right now, we’re levelling the outside of the hull with 
planers and sanders, it sounds a bit like disturbing a bee-
hive,” he said.

“Our volunteers are busy drilling in the last of the tim-
ber plugs for holes where old nails have been pulled out 
of the wood. There are around 6000 of them and we’ve 
finished about 5500.”

He said that one volunteer had been working from 
home to facilitate social distancing while making the 
timber plugs.

“We think that will be finished by the end of this month 
and its looking absolutely amazing,” he said.

“We’ll be caulking between the planks next month and 
that will take three months. Then we paint, fit the propel-
ler shaft and the runners and we plan to relaunch by the 
end of this year.”

“All of the masts and the rigging will go back on, it’s all 
in the shed ready to go on.”

Mr Harris also said that Development Victoria had 
extended the Alma’s lease at North Wharf in Docklands, 
which was a huge relief.

Mr Harris said he had been with the ship in Docklands 
for 35 years. The last time a crew did training on the ship 
was in 1999 when it needed work done and the years since 
then have been a battle to have the historic ship restored.

Continued on page 3. 
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Residents speak out against 
“dodgy” Docklands planning

words by Meg Hill and Sean Car 
PLANNING

A long-term NewQuay resident has led a chorus 
of locals calling for a meeting with Minister 
for Planning Richard Wynne to put an end to 
“deceptive” planning processes in Docklands.

It comes after local residents, as 
well as some City of Melbourne 
councillors, objected to Minister 
Wynne’s recent decision to carve 
Docklands out of new legislation 
aimed at protecting inner-city parks 
from overshadowing, as reported in 
Docklands News. 

While Docklands’ development has 
never been short of critics, the near-
ing completion of developer MAB 
Corporation’s NewQuay precinct 
has seen one early buyer raise his 
frustration with what he described as 
a “windswept failure”.

John Langton-Bunker lives in a 
three-storey town house built in 
NewQuay Promenade in 2012. He 
has claimed that NewQuay’s devel-
opment has little resemblance to the 
vision outlined when he bought in.

“I purchased this home on the 
understanding that North Docklands 
was to have good urban design to 
make it liveable for residents,” Mr 
Langton-Bunker wrote in an open 
letter to the Minister for Planning 
last month. 

“That urban design was to be pro-
vided by low-rise residential homes 
along NewQuay Promenade through 
to the Bolte Bridge. Instead long-term 
residents have been ignored in the 
planning process.”

Mr Langton-Bunker claimed that 
an original plan for mostly low-rise 
street fronting buildings had been re-
placed by “soulless” and “alienating” 
streets with a waterfront dominated 
by “obscene high-rises”.

Of particular concern was MAB’s 
future NewQuay West development 

– currently the last vacant piece of 
NewQuay land – which earmarks five 
towers and a linear park connecting 
Central Park to Ron Barassi Snr Park.  

While the master plan for 
NewQuay West was approved by the 
Minister for Planning and endorsed 
by the City of Melbourne back in 
2018, the delegation of NewQuay res-
idents said they wished to “amicably 
negotiate” an acceptable resolution. 

Mr Langton-Bunker said MAB’s 
plans for the site would leave his 
townhouse, along with 35 others, 
“bookended” between the 41-storey 
Marina complex and the NewQuay 
West site. He also accused the state 
government of “gifting” land adjacent 
to Ron Barassi Snr Park to the AFL 
for its new headquarters “without 
concern, consideration or reference” 
to owners.

But a spokesperson for Richard 
Wynne said that there was no obliga-
tion to notify and review applications 
within the Docklands zone.

“Questions regarding strategic 
planning for Docklands are best 
directed at the City of Melbourne or 
Development Victoria,” the spokes-
person said. “The planning system is 
designed to strike the right balance 
between density, public open space 
and a thriving construction industry 
in inner-city Melbourne.”

MAB Corporation, which 
bought the rights to develop the 
NewQuay parcel of Docklands in 
the mid-1990s, said that although 
amendments had been made to the 
NewQuay Development Plan, they 
had been misrepresented.

MAB chief operating officer David 
Hall told Docklands News that there

Continued on page 5.
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MISSION TO SEAFARERS

Faces of 
Docklands

PRATIK

This year we will be celebrating food and drinks and 
Federation Square with family and friends.

COURTNEY

Every year my family and I dress up and have a theme - 
something relevant to the year.

AAKASH

Every year we celebrate Christmas in Docklands and we 
have to celebrate with the New Year’s fireworks.

ASHLEY

Spending the morning with my children and, this year, I’ll 
spend Boxing Day with my sister.
 

Question: What’s your favourite Christmas 
tradition?

Happy New Year from the Mission

As we round out another pandemic 
year, it’s important we recognise the 
generosity towards the seafarers and 
the Mission - it has been incredible.  

❝

❝

We are almost at our $100,000 donation target. 
We managed to reach the Art Show fundraising 
target through the great support of MSC and 
our sponsors, donors, artists, and purchasers, 
we have managed to secure more than $50,000 
worth of goods for our seafarers, care packages 
of which we have been delivering to every ship 
we can that comes to Melbourne.

Coming up we will be providing each sea-
farer with a bag of goodies for Christmas. The 
items have been sourced through Good360, 
Mars Australia, Rotary, and all our extraordi-
nary Beanies knitters, some of whom are listed 
on the back page. 

We thank the residents of Lexington Gardens 
and the Docklands Primary School children for 
their fantastic Christmas cards for the seafarers. 
We look forward to the assistance of students 
from Ivanhoe Grammar to help us pack the 
1000 bags, provided through donations by City 
Light Methodist Church, CSL Shipping and 
Swire Shipping. 

While it looks like we will not be able to 
welcome seafarers into the Mission until next 
year, we will continue to serve them from the 
gangway by providing them with all the care 
and shopping we have been doing during the 

last two years.  Even without the crews the 
Mission remains open to everyone as we con-
tinue to fundraise by hosting events such as The 
Pirate Experience, Claymores Christmas, Opera 
in Docklands, our Sea Shanty nights, and we 
are open to offer a quiet place for you to have 
a cuppa with us, spend time in the Chapel, and 
meet some lovely people.

The garden is looking fantastic thanks to 
Melbourne Facilities Services who replaced the 
turf and our volunteer gardener Maureen.  We 
are looking for a local person who might like to 
come in once a week to water the indoor plants 
over summer.  

We wish all our Docklands neighbours and 
friends a Happy Christmas and look forward to 
seeing you all soon at the Mission •

 ▲ Lucy Anderson (right) hands over Christmas cards to Sue Dight for the seafarers from the students who learnt all about 
the ships and seafarers that come to Docklands.

Sue Dight
CEO - MISSION TO SEAFARERS 
VICTORIA

SUE.DIGHT@
MISSIONTOSEAFARERS.
COM.AU
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“Happily exhausted”: Lord Mayor absolutely loves her job
The final subject of our Councillor Profile series doesn’t need much of an introduction. Lord Mayor Sally Capp has become the face of 
our city during her three-and-a-half-year reign in the top job, and she continues to prove why she’s the right leader during a crisis. 

Irrespective of the news medium, the event or 
the local encounter, Sally’s glowing and calming 
presence has been felt positively right across 
Melbourne and beyond during the pandemic as 
the city has grappled with world-record lock-
downs and economic devastation. 

But never one to panic, Sally has always 
exuded coolness during the crisis and through 
an innate ability to connect with all walks of 
life and champion all things Melbourne, she’s 
provided the energy and drive needed to lead 
the city through its current challenges. 

“I’ve had to be a very fierce advocate for our 
city over the last 20 months in particular, really 
push my way into state and federal government 
as well but be willing to stand up on issues and 
projects that are important for the city,” she told 
Docklands News.

While some may be tired of hearing the 
phrase, “bring back the buzz”, to Sally and 
her fellow councillors, it’s become a mantra 
engrained into every aspect of the City of 
Melbourne’s recovery effort, and for good 
reason. 

And in the pursuit of “the buzz”, it’s the re-
sponsibility of a leader to sell more than just 
hope, but to deliver outcomes – something she 
sees as one of the key strengths she has brought 
to the role of Lord Mayor. 

“I’m a pretty practical and pragmatic person. 
I’m really keen to know that the work we do 
here makes a difference in the community,” she 
said. 

“I think it really helps that I’m not a politi-
cian per se. I came into this role just to focus on 
Melbourne and put all of my efforts and energy 
into that, I’m not distracted by much else.”

“If it’s good for Melbourne, then we should 
do it.”

As referenced, Sally doesn’t see herself as a 
politician “per se”. She entered the arena after 
a decorated career in the private sector, which 
most recently saw her serve as Victorian execu-
tive director of the Property Council. 

words by Sean Car

Beginning her career as a solicitor, she’s held 
senior roles with ANZ and KPMG, was the 
first woman to hold the post of Agent-General 
for Victoria in the UK, Europe and Israel, 
and was CEO and COO of the Committee 
for Melbourne and Victorian Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, respectively. She’s also 
a mad Collingwood supporter, having been the 
first woman to serve on the club’s board. 

It’s that strong blend of real-world experi-
ence that is perhaps why, in her words, she sees 
herself as being able to relate to people more 
readily through strong communication, “being 
myself” and “leadership in action”. 

And through not only being the first woman 
directly elected as Lord Mayor of Melbourne, 
she said she had sought to further change per-
ceptions of the role by always being “accessible 
and approachable.”

“It’s being someone that others can relate to. 
I think a lot of people can see themselves in me, 
which is a nice thing and vice versa,” she said. 

“So, when I do meet people it’s often one of 
the first things they say to me is that even they 
feel like they can approach me in the street. It’s 
not always nice things they say to me, but they 
can approach me!”

“We are a local government at the end of the 
day. It is important that I can represent the city 
up and out but it’s absolutely important that, 
in doing that, I’m representing who we are as a 
community and what our aspirations are. That 
can only come by being really embedded in the 
community.”

Having initially risen to power unconven-
tionally in a by-election following the fall of 
former Lord Mayor Robert Doyle in 2018, she 
said the biggest learning she had taken from her 
first political campaign was that “it’s dangerous 
to make assumptions”. 

While her Property Council tag may have 
raised the eyebrows on a few voters from the 
outset, she said she was proud that the feedback 
she generally received from locals was that she 
had since proven those perceptions wrong. 

Just as comfortable at a business lunch as 
she is a residents’ group meeting, she said she 
valued the importance of always being curious, 
asking questions, and “to investigate and ex-
plore issues.”

“You almost have to be indefatigable in doing 
that because we end up with a better outcome,” 
she said. 

“Now I don’t mean extending to over analysis 
leads to paralysis at all, but I do think making 
sure we’re taking all of the advice we’re given 
internally and externally, but that we check 
in with the people we represent, is absolutely 
vital.”

And having taken over a quite different Town 
Hall in 2018, she has also very much been the 
public face of cultural change at the City of 
Melbourne as the organisation recovered from 
allegations of sexual misconduct against Mr 
Doyle, and the ensuing Freckelton report. 

By fostering a culture where “people can call 
out things where they see it” and “feel safe to 
actually speak out”, she said a lot of work had 
been put into addressing workplace issues, 

which in turn, had also created an environment 
of improved accountability. 

“I think that sort of culture also helps with 
accountability and there are times over the past 
three-and-a-half years where I’ve had to say we 
were wrong. Or I got it wrong,” she said. 

“It’s appropriate we’re held to account as 
an organisation, as individuals and we should 
welcome that because, let’s face it, nobody’s 
perfect and nobody gets it all right the first time 
around. But it’s about being in a relationship 
with our constituents where they can call us out 
on issues, and that we listen and respond.”

Despite not being a politician as such, she 
said her greatest political strengths were “that 
I don’t give up” and that, while acknowledging 
the inherent difficulties, she was a “a big consen-
sus builder”. 

As for the biggest buzz she gets out of being 
Lord Mayor? 

“Overall, it’s people. I really get a lot of ener-
gy from being around people so that gives me a 
real buzz.” 

While the pandemic and the city’s recovery 
remain front and centre on her radar of issues, 
she said continuing efforts in ending homeless-
ness and solving the housing crisis were close to 
her heart. So too, responding to climate change. 

And while she wouldn’t buy into questions 
about running at the next election or not, she 
said she “absolutely loved her job” and despite 
its skewed work-life balance, she was “happily 
exhausted”. 

“I’m fitting a lot of life into 24 hours in the 
day,” she said. “It’s my absolute joy to be franti-
cally running around town attending as many 
things as possible.” •

NewQuay promenade: a new food destination? Yes please!
If Melbourne has sister cities – 
Boston, Osaka and Thessaloniki 
are three – can suburbs have 
sister cities too?  

If so, then NewQuay’s sister city would have to 
be … Newquay. The original one in Cornwall, 
England. This Northern Hemisphere Newquay 
is one of those quaint, characterful English 
seaside towns. The kind that are routinely inun-
dated with pale-skinned, sun-seeking suburban 
Brits every summer. Newquay’s deep, sandy, 
crescent-shaped beach draws them in droves.  

Like many English coastal towns, Newquay 
is also a fishing village. It’s just down the road 
from Padstow, where globe-trotting seafood 
chef and irrepressible omnivore Rick Stein 
bases himself for his northern summers. Stein’s 
Padstow seafood restaurant has been a draw-
card for visitors from around Britain and the 
world for decades. In 2003, it helped earn him 
an OBE for services to tourism.  

During the same driving tour on which I 
discovered the original Newquay, my eventual 
destination was Rick Stein’s restaurant. And, 
following a meandering 300-mile trip from 
London, his luxe accommodation above it.  

My Stein dining experience was outstand-
ing. Every course was sublime. I wish we had 
restaurants like that here. A bona fide gourmet 

dining destination or two would do wonders 
for Docklands’ standing. Chef Neil Perry re-
cently opened his new restaurant in Double Bay, 
in Sydney’s waterfront eastern suburbs. Boom! 
Instant success. Good luck getting a table, at any 
time. With a star chef’s imprimatur, a tentpole 
restaurant can be a hit from day one. Alas, there 
are none in Docklands. But we can hope.  

What we do have here in NewQuay is the 
welcome return of the former Fish Bar, on the 
promenade. It’s been reinvented and is now 
called Designer Food 101. After an intermina-
ble COVID-induced hiatus, it’s so nice to see 
this landmark little blue hut open again. You 
can take your fresh-cooked fish and chips to the 
tables and chairs outside. Sitting under the vast 
white square shade umbrella by the water, you 
gaze over the small flotilla of tethered boats as 
you wolf down hot salty white fillets with lem-
on juice and tartare sauce. 

Inside, new owners Mel and Duke are reno-
vating. They’re local residents who are evolving 
the business to also serve other popular fare 
such as pizza, chicken, wraps and burgers, but 
with a difference: you’ll soon be able to choose 
your own ingredients and design your own indi-
vidual meal. Their manager is a smart, willowy 
young lady named Cassidy, who assured me that 
all ingredients are fresh—nothing is frozen. It 
may not be a Stein-standard menu, but their fish 
is nicely cooked and way more affordable than 
his. Besides, Rick Stein doesn’t do my personal 

favourite: potato cakes.  
The most ardent local fans of fresh seafood 

would have to be the ever-optimistic souls who 
sit patiently by Docklands’ waterways. Gazing 
into the depths below, they hold drooped rods 
with limp lines, bucket, bait and tackle boxes 
at their feet. In the interests of their wellbeing, 
you’d hope that they’re catch-and-release an-
glers. I wouldn’t be plating up anything pulled 
from our murky waters.  

Further along the promenade, our waterfront 
restaurants Berth and Cargo are humming once 
again. A continuous stream of enthusiastic 
coffeeistas and diners ebb and flow throughout 
the day and into the evening. It’s so good to see 
the resumption of gastronomic normality. The 
restaurants on the northern side of the prome-
nade though seem to be enduring a more tardy 
return to business as usual.  

After eating, it’s nice to take a leisurely 
stroll down the promenade to re-appreciate 
our impressive array of residential towers. 
Undoubtedly, the most maritime is the Palladio. 
Standing on the promenade and looking up at 
the stacked balconies that form the Palladio’s 
tapered, rounded prow is a bit like watching 
a huge ocean liner aiming itself right at you. 
I wonder if anyone’s ever thrown a streamer 
from up there. 

The next most imposing edifice in NewQuay’s 
pantheon of architectural art forms is surely the 
Banksia building. With its round retro presence 

and white wave-accented balconies, it’s straight 
out of the Surfers Paradise developer’s play-
book, circa 1975. This tower surely must have 
been erected at the behest of some suntanned, 
white-shoed, replanted Queensland renegade 
with a hankering for home.  

NewQuay’s architectural pièce de résistance 
though is, without doubt, the double whammy 
at the western end of the promenade: the curi-
ously named Marina Tower (singular). If you’ve 
imbibed one wine too many, you’re liable to 
cop an attack of reverse-vertigo on approach. 
Confronting you is the lurching, gravity-defy-
ing presence of not one but two towers, con-
joined and leaning well off-centre in opposite 
directions. This building looks like it can’t make 
up its mind whether it’s coming or going.  

Brave architects. No doubt they whipped up 
their daring design on the back of a bar napkin 
after a very long lunch. On a Friday. I’d love to 
have been there for the pitch to the financiers. 
I bet they all wore bow ties and congratulated 
each other on their daring creativity. Marina 
Tower is a quirky folly that’s far more at home 
in our NewQuay than Cornwall’s •
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Our Dentists:
Dr. Pia Oparkcharoen – MDS (Adelaide) 
Dr. Cindy Liang – DDS (Melbourne)

Services:
Check-ups (exam, scale 
and clean, X-Ray); 
children’s dentistry; 
teeth whitening; dental 
implants; root canal 
treatment; crown, bridge, 
veneer; dentures.

Mon-Fri 8:30-5pm     Sat: 9am-1pm 
57 Merchant St, Docklands (opposite Victoria Harbour Medical Centre) 
www.docklandsdentalstudio.com.au  –  ph 9021 9487  mob 0488 799 487

BOOK NOW ONLINE
docklandsdentalstudio.com.au

Zoom!  
Teeth Whitening

Now Available

Start from just 
$12 a day

Now AcceptingDENTIST

Loving local with Bank of Queensland
There have been many 
casualties during this once-in-
a-100-year pandemic. 

New businesses or old favourites, the effects 
have been wide reaching and undiscriminating. 

No community in the country has borne wit-
ness to these impacts quite like Docklands. 

It brings great joy, however, not only to this 
masthead, but the wider community as well, 
to find the success stories; the businesses that 
managed to stay open, the ones that adapted to 
a life in lockdown, that were lucky enough to 
push through, and are now reaping the rewards. 

One of those fortunate businesses is Bank of 
Queensland (BOQ) at the District Docklands. 

Although part of a national network, BOQ 
Docklands runs on an owner-manager model 
and with more than 10 years of service to the 
local community, that model has proven to be a 
resounding success for not only its branch, but a 
huge swathe of Docklanders. 

BOQ Docklands owner-manager, Josephine 
Tan, has pinned the success on her business’s 
ability to stay agile in what has been the most 
trying 20 months. 

“Because we had lockdowns for such a long 
time, we had to find new ways to reach our 
customers,” Ms Tan said. “As we are a personal 
bank, we have direct lines. You can reach us 
any time, whereas with other banks you call a 
generic number, wait on hold and get diverted 
to a head office.”

“We have been one of the fortunate business-
es who have been able to stay open and have 
seen real growth throughout the pandemic.”

“Money will always be a very big part of 
people’s lives, and if we can educate and service 
people on how to best use and protect it, we feel 
very privileged.”

A staunch supporter of the local community, 
Ms Tan has spent time as a committee member 
of local business group the Docklands Chamber 
of Commerce, she has sponsored local events 
and is a regular contributor to the Docklands 
News. 

Now, as Docklands begins to tread out of 
lockdown, Ms Tan is playing a role as part bank-
ing expert and part educator to a community 
eager to learn. 

“Not only have we been an essential part of 
the community, but our growing role has also 
been with educating our customers. Educating 
them on how to bank online, how to avoid 
scams, how to maintain account security,” Ms 
Tan said. 

“We have introduced the Pocket Banker by 
BOQ. We had to solve the question of how to 
service those people who want to borrow mon-
ey but can’t come to the bank, and they can’t 
have their documents verified.”

“Pocket Banker allows us to interview out 
customers, process identification and support-
ing documents through an app, making it in-
credibly easy for our clients to do their banking 
remotely, but ensuring it is safe and secure.”

With BOQ Docklands offering instant 
$3000 cashback for refinancing loans of at least 
$250,000, $2000 cashback when to take out a 
BOQ investor loan, and $1 Lenders Mortgage 
Insurance (LMI) up to 85 per cent for first home 
buyers, lending specialist Melissa O’Beirne said 
they had seen a huge flood of the owner-occupi-
er market in Docklands. 

For more information, visit 
boq.com.au

“We have met a lot of people who have 
moved into Docklands for the convenience and 
saw the growing appeal of the community and 
everything we have here,” Ms O’Beirne said. 

“As a small and agile bank, we have greater 
adaptability than the big banks. We have 
won back a lot of customers with our $3000 
cashback deal. Ones who have looked around, 
assessed their options, and realised we can 
provide them with the best service and the best 
deals.”

“We love our customers, and we missed them 
during lockdowns, but it has been so great to see 
them become more independent and with the 
skills to manage their money digitally.” •

Jack Hayes
BUSINESS EDITOR

JACK@HYPERLOCALNEWS.COM.AU

Supporting children to develop their foundational skills
It’s been a busy first year 
for Gowrie Docklands 
Kindergarten. 

Gowrie is well known to Docklands families 
given the strong reputation of its long-standing 
early learning service at 1 Seafarer Lane. 

The team at Gowrie established this new 
kindergarten in February and it was formally 
opened by Ingrid Stitt, the Minister for Early 
Childhood in April.

There’s been a high demand from local fam-
ilies for sessional and integrated kindergarten. 
As well as enjoying the brand-new facilities, 
families have seen the benefit of the kinder 
being co-located with Docklands Primary 
School. Conveniently, it means one drop-off for 
families and it means younger children being 
able to develop relationships with older chil-
dren at the school and develop their familiarity 
with school spaces and routines too, which 
then makes their transition to school much 
smoother.

“We are really pleased how quickly we were 
able to establish the learning environment and 
the programs,” Gowrie’s service leader Adam 
Shrivell said. “There’s already a strong com-
munity developed and families have been able 
to connect with each other too which has been 
really valuable, especially during COVID.  Our 
close partnership with Docklands Primary 
School has been key to this.” 

As well as sharing learning spaces and facili-
ties with the school, Gowrie places a strong em-
phasis on learning in the community. Children 
go out and about in the community to become 
familiar with the wider world around them and 
to create a sense of belonging to the community 
and to learn from their different interactions in 
the community.

It is well known that kinder is an important 
first step for children that sets them up for 
life.  Children develop faster in their first five 
years than at any other time. At kinder, they are 
supported by an early childhood teacher and 
have the opportunity to learn through play and 

develop their confidence, curiosity and creativ-
ity. Children use play to build their language 
skills and learn about numbers and patterns. 
They also learn how to get along with others, 
share, listen, and manage their emotions. 
Kinder supports children to develop important 
emotional and social skills.

Gowrie offers a variety of long day childcare, 
integrated, and sessional kindergarten pro-
grams across its services in Melbourne aiming 
to support the different needs of families.  In 
2022, Gowrie will be offering kinder programs 
for three- and four-year-olds. It means children 
being able to access two years of kinder and 
build an even stronger foundation.

“The evidence is clear that two years of kind-
er is really beneficial for children’s development 
and it is great that we are now able to offer kind-
er to three-year-olds,” Adam said. “As children 
move on to school, we now have kinder places 
available. This time of year is an exciting one as 
we meet new families, take them on a tour of 
the service, get to know them and understand 
how we’ll be able to support their children.”

Gowrie is currently enrolling at both 
the Kindergarten and at The Harbour for 
2022. Tours are available up to the end of term 
and in the new year. Call 03 8624 1000 or visit 
the website •

For more information: 
gowrievictoria.org.au/docklands
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The city’s light source
As William St lies eerily quiet, 
a lone chimney stands far away 
from the throng of houses and 
Spencer Street Station.

Standing at 195 feet (59m) tall, a closer exam-
ination reveals several buildings and gasome-
ters placed around it. For 114 years, this build-
ing, known as the West Melbourne Gasworks, 
provided Melbourne with its energy needs.

Along with the photograph of the West 
Melbourne Swamp (see Docklands News, 
September 29), this photo of the southern 
end of the William and Lonsdale streets inter-
section and its docks (S-1298.001) was part of 
John Noone’s 1869 panorama of Melbourne. 
It was captured from  the tower of  Dr 
Fitzgerald’s  house “Rostella” on  Lonsdale St 
and includes the Spencer Street Station Railway 
Yards at the city outskirts, and the ships berthed 
at Australian Wharf. The gasworks, just right of 
the wharf, had already been in operation for 13 
years as gas lighting and appliances were the 
norm in a pre-electricity world.

While gas lighting was already common in 
London when the first British settlers arrived 
in Melbourne, it took a while for Melbourne to 
catch up. If you didn’t have an oil lamp or a can-
dle, you were in for an early night. Inns were re-
quired by law to keep a lamp burning all night, 
but even then, a walk through the dimmer areas 
of Melbourne was likely to be fraught with 
either an accident, or an unfortunate encounter 
from an opportunistic mugger.

By the 1840s, a Fitzroy blacksmith named 
George South was one of the first people in the 
city to offer containers of gas for sale and, in 
1845, watchmaker William Paterson used five 
burners of gas to turn on a revolving light for 
his Collins St shop window. His display lasted 
for three weeks until a gas leak put an end to 
the venture (The Argus, August 2, 1849). Then 
on July 23,  1849, William Overton (with help 
from South), installed gas lighting at his bakery 
and confectionery shop in Swanston St.  The 
Port Phillip Gazette and Settlers Journal  (July 
30,  1849) noted that the half-dozen gas lights 
“completely eclipse the sperm oil burners of his 
neighbours”.

By 1850, gas lighting had gained such public 
interest that even the Reverend John Allen 
jumped on the bandwagon. At the Mechanics 
Institute in  Collins St (later  the Athenaeum), 

he gave lectures to “numerous audiences” (The 
Argus, July 11, 1850), using diagrams to explain 
the use of gas. By August 28, Allen and Overton 
were among the men who gathered in a general 
meeting to establish the city’s first gas company, 
the City of Melbourne Gas and Coke Company. 
Among the arguments for gas lighting, was that 
it would reduce crime, attributed to “the horrid 
Egyptian Darkness” of night (The Melbourne 
Daily News, August 29, 1850). Allen became its 
first secretary and, although Overton pulled out 
of the enterprise as he disagreed with the 
company’s terms, his shop was later used as the 
company’s office.

The gasworks itself took longer to become a 
reality, especially as the Gold Rush lured away 
many workers. After buying five acres of land 
near Batman’s Hill, the  first foundation  stone 
was laid  in a masonic ceremony on December 
1,  1854.  The wet conditions didn’t deter  the 
estimated 1000 to 1500 people  attending  the 
celebration, with the company’s chairman of di-
rectors, Mr Walsh, declaring, “the whole of this 
city will be simultaneously illuminated with the 
pure and beautiful light which it is our object 
to supply” (The Argus  and The Age, December 
2, 1854). Notably,  the 40th Regiment band 
that was part of the celebration was recalled 
mid-party with the rest of the regiment due to 

“disturbances” in Ballarat (The Argus, March 
9, 1855). Considering the date, the disturbance 
was likely the Eureka rebellion, which would 
reach its zenith two days later.

Within a year, the gasworks was erected un-
der the management of engineer Alex Kennedy 
Smith (who later worked on various gasworks 
and waterworks across the state and became a 
member of the Legislative Council). While the 
initial cost estimate was £20,000, by  the time 
of completion, the project cost had blown out 
to £150,000.  When it was completed in late 
1855 the gasworks included coal stores, a retort 
house, a purifying house, an engine house, 
a gasometer to store the gas, and around 25 
miles (40km) of piping. Then there was the 
tall chimney stack, which upon its completion, 
hosted a sky-high champagne luncheon in late 
October.  The Age  (October 29, 1855) reported 
that guests were carried up the chimney in a 
carriage pulled up by a portable steam engine 
and a rope. Sometime later, Walter Woodbury 
would climb the structure to take the city’s first 
photographic panorama (see Docklands News, 
July 29, 2020).

The gasworks’ first fire was lit by Governor 
Charles Hotham on December  17, 1855, in a 
ceremony featuring around 60 people. While 
the ceremony was free of problems, it would 

ultimately prove fatal for Hotham. By the 
time the gasworks were properly opened on 
New Year’s Day 1856, Hotham was announced 
dead after a short illness. His obituary in  The 
Argus  (January 1, 1856), reported that he had 
caught a cold while waiting in the rain on that 
fateful day.

Despite the sombre start, the gasworks 
would soon make its presence felt in Victorian 
life.  Coal would be delivered daily  from the 
wharf, burned in the retort room and sent 
through a complex system of pipes and ma-
chinery for purification, before it was stored in 
the gasometer for delivery, with Melburnians 
paying 25 shillings for every 1000 cubic feet. 
In its first year of production, the gasworks 
produced more than 18 million cubic feet of 
gas. Notably, along with supplying lighting and 
heating in a pre-electricity world, the gasworks 
also played a role in Australia’s aviation history. 
When the nation’s first hot air balloon flight 
took off from Cremorne Gardens on February 
1, 1858, the balloon was taken to the gasworks 
first to partially fill the balloon before 30 men 
moved it to the gardens where the remainder 
was filled.

The Gas Company eventually  became the 
Metropolitan Gas Company, and then the 
Gas and Fuel Corporation. As the company 
changed, the gasworks expanded and evolved 
with the times, including the construction 
of an elevated tramway to transfer coal from 
Australian Wharf. By the 1950s, it was report-
edly producing as much as more than 38 mil-
lion cubic feet of gas in a single day (The Age, 
August 20, 1954). While the works converted to 
catalytic oil gas in 1962, the discovery of nat-
ural gas in the Bass Strait signalled the end of 
an era, resulting in the works shutting down in 
December 1970, and demolished in 1974.

Today there are little to no traces of this site 
to be found in what was the heart of the in-
dustrial West Melbourne. The space is now 
occupied by the Collins Street extension and, 
thanks to Docklands Park, now has a more 
climate-friendly use •

“Active” on two Docklands “fronts” this past month
Firstly – the saga of the western 
tip of Central Pier …

Given the prominent location of Central Pier 
in Victoria Harbour, most Docklands residents 
and the Melbourne Maritime Heritage Network 
(MMHN) watch, wait and worry about the 
heritage pier which embodies much significant 
Docklands maritime heritage. 

Regrettably, as though natural damage from 
tides, contamination, pests wasn’t enough, 
debris from storm-damaged boats moored in 
the harbour has become entangled beneath the 
piles of the western tip. Nasty for the boat own-
ers and regrettably nasty too for the forlorn, 
sad and increasingly degraded heritage-listed 
Central Pier. 

Docklands residents reported activity around 
the western tip and wondered if the storm dam-
age had finally triggered the anticipated demo-
lition by Development Victoria (DV). This was 
not the case. The reported activity was simply a 
maintenance team trying to recover a boat roof 
that had been blown off in the storm. 

However, the fate of the western tip is 
sealed. In June 2021 Heritage Victoria granted 
Development Victoria a permit, provided nine 

conditions were met, to demolish the west-
ern tip of Central Pier which had long been 
separated from the main pier. Even though 
demolition will now regrettably proceed, ten-
ders are out. The nine quite complex permit 
conditions imposed by Heritage Victoria will 
to an extent “protect” the heritage value of the 
pier. A key permit condition is that a Heritage 
Interpretation Strategy document be created on 
the historical significance of the western tip of 
Central Pier in the context of Victoria Harbour. 

An “interpretative element” required is that 
a physical representation of the full length of 
Central Pier, as constructed in 1916-17, will 
be devised. However, MMHN takes the view 
that post-demolition, tangible evidence of the 
western tip must be remediated and retained 
for future use. MMHN is seeking reassurance 
from DV that any material salvaged from the 
soon-to-be demolished section of Central Pier 
will not simply be discarded. The timber piles, 
metal, and other elements should rightly be 
salvaged for future use in Docklands. 

MMHN recognises that public safety, con-
tamination and pest infestation are consider-
ations but strongly argues that there are other 
equally critical considerations. MMHN has 
requested that DV commission qualified heri-

tage practitioners to assess all salvaged material 
and make it safe for re-use. Historic images of 
Victoria Harbour in its heyday reveal much 
impressive maritime port infrastructure. 

Regrettably, since Docklands’ urban re-devel-
opment began, such examples of Melbourne’s 
marvellous industrial heritage was simply 
dismantled and discarded over the decades. In 
early times, discarding such valuable heritage 
assets can be attributed to ignorance or pres-
sure to save money. However, since then, the in-
formed view is that the “return on investment” 
in salvaging such material is justified. There is 
heritage value, as well as the economic value, 
in salvaged material – especially when it comes 
from heritage-listed infrastructure. We are 
hopeful that DV will recognise this. 

Secondly – bring back our ferries
Many Docklanders will recall that in the 

early days of the Docklands Precinct a well-pa-
tronised ferry service operated from Harbour 
Esplanade to Federation Square. Then it 
stopped. Crazy. Increased resident and worker 
population, crowded public transport, traffic 
congestion all clearly point to the good sense 
of reinstating ferry services for commuters and 
tourists. It’s obvious. Who wouldn’t prefer a 
ferry ride on the water to a stop-start tram ride 

between towering buildings?   
MMHN recently met with senior officers 

from the Minister for Public Transport to ad-
vocate for a public a ferry route from Harbour 
Esplanade to Birrarung Marr which would 
zigzag across to connect with Southbank resi-
dents. It’s a no-brainer really. 

MMHN argues that such a ferry route is in 
fact as legitimate a public transport option 
as any bus or tram route and that such a ferry 
should rightly attract the same level of gov-
ernment subsidy as all other public transport 
options. Without this subsidy no commercial 
operation is viable.

It’s time for relevant State Ministers re-
sponsible for transport ‒ Jacinta Allen and 
Ben Carroll ‒ to recognise that Melbourne’s 
waterways are relatively empty and cost-free 
compared to our roads and tunnels, which are 
congested and costly •
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Owners’ corporation laws tweaked
The Victorian Government’s long-awaited amendments to owners’ corporation (OC) laws are now coming into force.

The government has been under pressure for 
some time to stamp out a number of inequitable 
practices indulged in by many developers for 
several years.

With around one in five Victorians being part 
of an OC, strata management problems have 
impacted millions of people. 

Ostensibly to address numerous resident 
concerns from this growing quarter, the gov-
ernment has enacted a raft of updates aimed at 
purging the worst excesses of an underregulat-
ed property development industry.

Is yours a Tier 1 site?
OC law in Victoria now recognises that 

different size developments need different 
rules. Different-sized developments have been 
stratified into Tiers – not to be confused with 
COVID exposure site classifications!

Most inner-city apartment developments 
will fall into Tier 1, covering buildings with 
more than 100 lots, or into Tier 2 which covers 
those with 51 to 100 lots. 

Tier 1 buildings will need to conform to 
“higher standards of accountability”.

VCAT beware
The new laws might result in a bit more ac-

tion down at Victorian Civil and Administrative 
Tribunal (VCAT) or the Magistrates’ Court. 

In some situations, an OC is no longer 
required to pass a special resolution to begin 
legal proceedings. Under the amendments, OCs 
will be able to initiate proceedings for claims 
up to $100,000 simply by passing an ordinary 
resolution. 

This is surely a reform that will warm the 
cockles of any lawyer’s heart.

Insurance – cui bono?
Under section 23A of the new laws, an OC 

can pass on the cost of increased insurance 
premiums caused by a wilful act of a lot owner. 
This could have enormous significance for the 
short-stay industry where insurers charge a 
premium for the increased risk associated with 
transient guests. 

Similarly, the insurance excess for a claim 
for out-of-control party damage to common 
property can be sheeted home to the culprits 
rather than being subsidised by all lot owners. 
Certainly, the 2021 amendment makes it clear 
that owners and occupiers of lots are consid-
ered responsible for their guests’ behaviour.

Is this really cui bono (“who benefits”) law to 
help residents recover increased costs?

In this aspect, the 2021 amendment betrays a 
spectacular lack of consilience with the short-
stay amendment of 2018. These two amend-
ments – enacted three years apart – overlap 
very untidily. Our fear is that this newly-minted 
legislative ambiguity could lead to a prece-
dent-setting court case that will only add to the 
contentment and felicity of lawyers, and not 
provide any benefit at all to residents.

Proxy farming blocked? Nope.
Long the bane of residents in developer-dom-

inated OCs, bulk proxy farming is being reined 
in under the new legislation. 

The Victorian Government says the restric-
tion is intended to prevent the practice whereby 
an individual gathers as many proxies as possi-
ble and “wields an unfair and disproportionate 
influence”.

This part of the amendment, section 89D, 
has a massive loophole, being a five per cent 
limit on the number of lot owners for whom 
you can hold proxies, rather than a limit on lot 
entitlements.

Under the amendment, a lot owner could 
hold the proxies of just a handful of owners 
with large holdings and still “wield an unfair 
and disproportionate influence”.

This part of the amendment is surprisingly 
regressive, favouring large landholders over 
individual lot owners.

Track record on reforms: not so good
Will the new rules help residents much? We’ll 

wait and see. The government’s track record in 
solving issues for apartment dwellers is, sadly, 
quite poor. 

For example, the changes introduced in the 

Owners’ Corporation Amendment (Short-stay 
Accommodation Bill) introduced in February 
2019 were meant to help prevent short-stay 
apartments being used to host unruly parties. 
The meagre changes supposedly permitted 
VCAT to:

• Impose fines of up to $1100; 
• Award compensation of up to $2000 for 

loss of amenity; and
• Stop apartments that have been used for 

unruly parties from being rented out as 
short-stay accommodation for a period of 
time.

How has that worked out? Not well. 
Firstly, our monthly reporting in this column 

about unruly parties – replete with coverage 
of drunken abuse, gross behaviour and police 
call-outs – has continued unabated, with short-
stay party chaos defying the OC legislation and 
COVID restrictions with frightening energy. 

Secondly, we keep checking the court re-
cords: Not in one instance can we find a case 
where VCAT made a finding that awarded any 
of the remedies to any resident. 

Way past the deadline
We are now approaching the anniversary of a 

major deadline missed by the state government.
In 2018, the government committed 

to a post-implementation review of the 
Owners’ Corporation Amendment (Short-stay 
Accommodation Act). The government prom-
ised the review within two years of the com-
mencement date of February 2019. That means 
the review was due before February 2021. 

While we understand that lockdowns and re-
strictions have interfered with normal govern-
ment operations, this review is of the utmost 
importance. The Act as it was enacted has been 
a dismal failure and an embarrassment to the 
government. And it needs to be fixed before the 
pre-pandemic problems flood back. There is an 
opportunity right now to learn from the disaf-
fected stakeholders and discover how to solve 
otherwise intractable issues. 

This is the written commitment dated 
August 14, 2018, from the Director of Policy 

and Corporate Services in Consumer Affairs 
Victoria:

“Thank you for your email of July 27, 
2018, to the Hon Marlene Kairouz, Minister 
for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor 
Regulation, regarding the regulation of short-
stay accommodation in Victoria. The Minister 
has noted your correspondence and asked 
Consumer Affairs Victoria (CAV) to respond on 
her behalf …

“As noted in the government’s response to the 
Parliamentary Inquiry into the Act, a post-im-
plementation review will be undertaken within 
two years of commencement to examine the 
effectiveness of the reforms (including issues 
raised during the Inquiry) and determine if any 
further legislative changes are required.”

We also asked about this promised review 
when we met recently with the current Minister 
for Consumer Affairs, Melissa Horne.

It is now nearly three years after the Bill was 
enacted and we hope sincerely that the new 
Minister will prioritise this important review. 
Let’s make 2022 the year of change for the 
better.

Campaign donations
As a not-for-profit organisation, donations 

from individuals and buildings keep our cam-
paigns going. To register as a supporter of We 
Live Here or to donate, please visit welivehere.
net. We Live Here does not accept donations 
from commercial tourism interests •

Couple hope to revitalise Docklands 
through the “Queen’s boat” 

When Leanne Bartfield and her husband Sandy of Docklands 
stepped aboard the Elizabeth Anne, a 75-year-old wooden 
boat, its royal history and character immediately pulled at their 
heartstrings. 

words by Brendan Rees

“It is quite the boat!” Leanne said, admiring 
its fresh, varnished wooden interior and vin-
tage upholstery – which once seated Queen 
Elizabeth II and her late husband The Duke of 
Edinburgh Prince Phillip during their visits to 
Melbourne. 

Originally built in 1946 as a troop carrier for 
the Royal Australian Navy, the couple has given 
the 11.95-metre motor vessel a new lease on life 
after purchasing it in Southbank just before the 
pandemic hit.

“During COVID we were looking around and 
then we wanted something that explored the 
waterways,” Leanne said after she and Sandy 
moved to the precinct to downsize from their 
former bayside home in Parkdale two years ago.

“This became available and we walked on it 
and I said to Sandy ‘this is the one’.”

“It’s something for us to potter around and to 
also use as a charter boat so everybody else can 
enjoy it.”

Formerly known as the PMA25 Royal Barge 

after it was retired from the Navy at the end 
of WWII and purchased by the Melbourne 
Harbour Trust, the small boat quickly rose to 
fame for carrying dignitaries and VIPS, thanks 
to its ability to clear the Yarra River’s many 
bridges. 

Its most notable guests include the late Duke 
of Edinburgh Prince Phillip when he visited 
Melbourne in 1956 to open the Olympic games. 
And years later, it carried Queen Elizabeth II 
during her visit to town. 

In recent times, Australia’s best-known singer 
John Farnham has been a special guest aboard 
the majestic boat as has Crown Prince Frederick 
and Crown Princess Mary during a visit.   

Leanne, 66, a former physical education 
teacher, and Sandy, 75, a former real estate 
agent, immediately fell in love with the heritage 
and woodwork of the vessel – with Sandy con-
ceding “the clincher was it was built in 1946, 
which was the year I was born”. 

They invested the help of friend Angelo 
Lomacchio, who runs Magic Charters in 
Docklands, to give the Elizabeth Anne a make-

over – which was restored over 12 weeks and 
now docked at Victoria Harbour. 

With the hull hand-painted in “true Britannia 
colours” of navy blue with red and yellow 
stripes, the couple say the boat’s refurbishment 
looks “fabulous”, adding the “workmanship that 
goes into it” was stunning.  

Small details such as the reinstatement of 
the Commonwealth emblem, a brass barometer, 
a wooden helm, vintage leather seating, and a 
100-year-old brass clock, which was passed on 
by Leanne’s father add to the boat’s beauty. 

The couple now want to share their pride-
and-joy with the rest of Melbourne after start-
ing Elizabeth Anne Charters – which they hope 
will revitalise the Docklands precinct. 

“The waterways are just beautiful … if we 
can promote Docklands and get people in, that’s 
important to us,” the couple said.

“I think the most exciting part is that people 
don’t realise what you can actually see from the 
water.”

For booking inquiries email: elizabethan-
necharters@outlook.com •

 ▲ Leanne Bartfield and her husband Sandy want to bring more people to Docklands through their historic charter boat, 
the Elizabeth Anne. 
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SKYPAD LIVING

Dr Janette Corcoran
APARTMENT LIVING EXPERT 

LEARN MORE ON FACEBOOK.COM/
SKYPADLIVING/

Publicly accessible common property: Contested vertical spaces

Vertical villages are familiar 
with the challenges of common 
property, but might these 
spaces be more contested than 
we think?

Collectively owned by lot owners, common 
property includes items such as gardens, passag-
es, pathways, driveways, stairs, lifts, foyers and 
fences. And as we high-rise dwellers are aware, 
there are many and varied challenges that come 
with common property, with issues of access, 
maintenance and alterations featuring all too 
frequently at our visits to VCAT. 

However, we vertical villagers may not be 
the only ones entitled to utilise our common 
property. 

It has come as a surprise to many a new 
owner that their common property may also be 
accessible to the public. 

Known as “publicly accessible, private-
ly-owned”, these are resources which (as the 
label suggests) are open to the public, despite 
being private property.

In terms of our vertical villages, we have sev-
eral different types of public-private resources, 
with the most common being publicly accessi-
ble spaces. These can include our external stair-
ways, passageways, parklets and play areas. And 

as they are our common property, the owners’ 
corporations (OCs) typically pay for cleaning 
and maintenance, which can be costly if these 
spaces are in high use with significant wear and 
tear.   

Next is the public art placed in our vertical 
villages. The rationale is that public art pro-
vides numerous benefits for the community 
(as well as the developer and property owner), 
contributing to the cultural, social, physical 
and economic life of the city. However, agree-
ments negotiated by developers may see vertical 
villages required to ensure ongoing access to 
these pieces, while also bearing the “reasonable 
costs” of cleaning and maintaining these public 
artworks.   

A third type of public-private resource in our 
vertical villages are public facilities, such as toi-
lets and drinking fountains. While these may be 
less common, this category makes up for this by 
being much more problematic. Horror stories 
of escalating cleaning costs, repairs and secu-
rity shows this type of public-private resource 
as very onerous to manage and burdensome to 
fund. 

So, why the demand for public-private re-
sources in vertical villages? 

From a government’s perspective, this is a 
viable solution to their dwindling municipal 
budgets. By having a developer “squeeze” a 
public resource into a small part of a project, 
simultaneously solves their problems of finding 
available space and funding for installation and 
ongoing maintenance.  

However, the public’s perspective is often less 
rosy. Issues raised here stem from the ongoing 
debate about the “proper” public-private divide, 
with claims that the private provision of pub-
lic resources erodes the public realm. Locally 
there are criticisms that many of these spaces 
in the CBD are not discoverable and/or not 
easily accessible. There are also questions over 
the owners’ ability to restrict use of these re-

sources, such as requiring certain behaviours or 
denying access at certain times (e.g. for private 
functions).  

This now goes to the terms of the agreement 
– and how well these have been negotiated!

In the case of commercial developments, 
these agreements are undertaken by the devel-
oper, typically in conjunction with the building 
owner and/or major tenants. As these parties 
will have ongoing involvement with satisfying 
the conditions of their agreement, it is under-
standable that care will be taken to ensure a 
well-considered arrangement is struck. 

However, the situation is different for 
residential buildings. As our OCs are not yet 
operating, it is the developer who negotiates 
the agreements, which are then passed onto the 
OC and subsequent owners. Regrettably, this 

❝

❝

has seen many onerous conditions placed on 
apartment buildings, which have to be borne by 
the OC. 

However, some OCs are beginning to ask 
whether these overly burdensome arrange-
ments can be changed. Vertical villages (unlike 
commercial offices) are not revenue generating.  
The money to operate, maintain, repair and 
update comes directly from the pockets of the 
owners – not operating businesses •

ABORIGINAL MELBOURNE

For more information: 
koorieheritagetrust.com.au

A Very Koorie Krismas
The city will be celebrating Christmas with an Indigenous twist 
this year thanks to the Koorie Heritage Trust (KHT) which is also 
throwing an end-of-year art exhibition showcasing more than 
100 works by Aboriginal artists.

words by Spencer Fowler Steen

KHT chief executive Tom Mosby said A Very 
Koorie Krismas at Federation Square would 
feature roving performances over three days 
celebrating indigenous culture as well as a 
Koorie Klaus wearing a Santa Claus outfit in the 
Aboriginal flag colours.

“Basically, Koorie Krismas is our way of 
contributing to the holiday season from a dis-
tinct Aboriginal perspective,” Mr Mosby told 
Docklands News.

“It’s all about putting our indigenous com-
munities in the centre of what’s traditionally a 
European celebration.”

Mr Mosby said there would also be a Koorie 
Art Show at Federation Square kicking off on 
December 4 showcasing artwork from more 
than 80 indigenous and Torres Strait Islander 
artists.

“It’s an opportunity for people to see the 
style of art that’s produced in Victoria which is 
different to other Aboriginal art in other parts 
of Australia,” he said. 

“People tend to lump Aboriginal art into one 
thing, like dot painting, but it’s all unique here 
in Victoria.”

The Koorie Art Show is an award exhibition, 
with $38,000 up for grabs including a $10,000 
top prize sponsored by Creative Victoria for the 
best work of art. There will be a best emerging 
artist award as well as a reconciliation prize.

Mr Mosby said all the artwork would be for 
sale, and included 3D sculptures, jewellery and 
printed photography.

“When people come to Koorie Klaus, it’ll 
encourage people to come to see the art at KHT, 
so if people are looking for a Christmas gift, 
they can come in and pick something up from 
the gift shop.” 

fedsquare.com/events/a-very-koorie-
krismas •

It’s beginning to look a lot 
like Christmas … 

ABBY’S ANGLE

Finally, there is a feeling of 
celebration in the air! I’ve 
never been so happy to see the 
shelves stocked with tinsel and 
to start to peruse cookbooks for 
Christmas feast planning … 
even if it is to end up with the 
inevitable prawn cocktail, roast 
chicken and pavlova! 

be on our mind, this year our celebration is 
different. We all deserve this celebration, we 
have earnt it. Never has the understanding of 
how lucky we are, been more poignant. Never 
has the appreciation of being in the same room 
as family and friends, been more pointed. 

We have come through a pandemic. And we 
have never been more grateful for the simplic-
ity of being with the people that we love. Our 
grandmothers and grandfathers. Our parents. 
Our siblings and children. All in one room, safe 
– for now. 

Who knows what the future will bring, but at 
least we can make plans for the end of this in-
credibly tough 2021. I hope your heart is full of 
joy for the end of the year. And I hope that your 
soul is full of hope for 2022. I know how hard 
you worked this year, I know how tough it was. 

Celebrate, rejoice – may there be great peace. 
Merry Christmas. 

With much love,
Abby •

The anticipation of actually seeing family for 
Christmas is bringing fresh joy to the end of 
the year. It seems valid to be spending time 
indulging in the planning of the holidays, in 
the present giving, in the menu planning, in the 
wine matching and the music selections. 

In years gone past, it felt a touch – well, 
frivolous. It felt that the expense and fuss of 
Christmas had gone too far, and I always wished 
we could give more to charity and to making a 
difference in the world. It felt disgustingly dec-
adent to think of such a feast when there were 
so many people suffering. I always wanting to 
“simplify” the festive season.

But now it’s different. Now it feels import-
ant, and my heart yearns to reach my family. 
The presents being planned aren’t indulgent 
– they’re tokens, of our love and appreciation. 
The food isn’t decadent, it’s a celebration of joy 
and relief. And while we still will absolutely 
give to charity and people suffering will still 

Abby Crawford
LIFE@DOCKLANDSNEWS.COM.AU
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CHAMBER UPDATE

OWNERS’ CORPORATION LAW

Tom Bacon
TOM BACON IS THE PRINCIPAL 
LAWYER OF STRATA TITLE 
LAWYERS.

TOM@
STRATATITLELAWYERS.
COM.AU

We have survived COVID-19 AND ARE STILL HERE TO HAVE
BEAUTIFUL LADIES PRIVATELY  TO YOUR DOOR 24/7

CiTY CENTRE
Melbourne's exclusive 
entertainment service.
Highly reccomended

 for our interstate and 
overseas 

visitors

 GRAND RE-OPENING

Be with the best girls in

Melbourne give us a call

to pre-organise for

opening day due to

overwhelming demand

CITY CENTRE GIRLSCITY CENTRE GIRLSCITY CENTRE GIRLS

Shane Wylie 
MEDIA DIRECTOR

DOCKLANDSCC.COM.AU

Summer at The Docks
Planning is well under 
way for Summer at The 
Docks. 

We’ll have music along the prom-
enade for three consecutive  week-
ends beginning December 4. 

This will coincide with 
Docklands  Sunday  Xmas markets 
on December 5 and The District 
Docklands also having three consec-
utive weekends of markets on the 5th, 
12th and culminating on the 17th with 
its Xmas night markets.

New Year’s Eve in Docklands
We never thought we’d see their 

return but the fireworks are back 
for New Year’s and specifically for 
Docklands. The city is toning down 
all other NYE celebrations in favour 
of activating Docklands with two 
night-time displays – a family friend-
ly version at 9.30pm followed by 
the traditional midnight launching. 
Make your way down, support the lo-
cal restaurants and enjoy Docklands 
being the centre for Melbourne’s 
entry into 2022.

A summer of drones
Spectacularly being introduced on 

that night as the supporting show 
will be a squadron of 350 drones 
lighting up the Docklands sky. They 
will then return twice a night from 
January 3 to 20. Picture the amazing 
show that was the highlight of the 
Tokyo Olympics but then over our 
harbour. We can’t wait.

Docklands Dollars
Our flagship program supporting 

the precinct is up and running again 
so if you have friends or family 
visiting and staying a minimum of 
two nights in Docklands at one of 
our registered accommodation pro-
viders then they are eligible for up 
to $210 in rebates. Have them head 
over to  docklandsdollars.com.au  to 
register.

Docklands Chamber Annual 
General Meeting

Our annual general meeting saw 
the retirement from The Chamber of 
our nine-year standing president Mrs 
Johanna Maxwell. We can’t thank 
her service to Docklands adequately. 
She’s aware she’s loved, and we are 
all grateful for her continual efforts. 
Daniel Hibberd, owner and director 
of Quest Hotel has some very big 
shoes to fill but we welcome him to 
the role along with Ahmad Trad of 
the Xary Group to the vice president 
role •

2021 - a big year for apartment buildings
In many ways, 2021 was 
another annus horribilis for 
a lot of us, particularly in 
Melbourne. 

entered into by the developer. This is sensible, 
and because of the disclosure laws, all owners 
will be fully aware about these types of arrange-
ments long before settlement. 

Of course, the new legislation did not hit the 
mark in every respect. Victorians are dismayed 
that the government chose to protect builders 
and developers from being sued for building 
defects and cladding, by keeping the limits for a 
special resolution to be obtained before taking 
legal action if the claim is more than $200,000. 

We are seeing more and more new buildings 
being completed with millions of dollars in 
building defects. Consumer protection for 
buyers of apartments is woefully lacking, and 
it is telling that Consumer Affairs Victoria was 
prevented from embarking on any serious re-
forms in this area. The joke is that in Victoria, a 
person has greater consumer protection laws if 
they buy a $50 kettle, but less protection if they 
buy a $1 million apartment. 

However, the big news story of 2021 re-
mains the funding shortfall of Cladding Safety 
Victoria. Hundreds and hundreds of apartment 
buildings with combustible cladding will not 
be funded by the CSV, despite qualifying for 
their program. The Victorian Government has 
prioritised its public buildings with the money 
that was announced for the OC sector. And now 
the CSV will wind up its program in the next 
18 months and leave the rest of the sector high 
and dry, unless the Victorian Parliament steps 
in and replenishes the CSV’s funding program.

Expect this to be an election battleground •

Spending a large portion of the year in lock-
down has meant that for many apartment 
dwellers, far too much time has been spent 
working, living and educating from home.

As we look back on the year that was, we 
can see that although a lot of progress has been 
made in the apartment sector, there is a still lot 
that needs to be achieved. Over the coming 12 
months, there will need to be a concerted effort 
in lobbying to see an improvement in fortunes 
for those owners in the high-rise community.

First, we can celebrate the good that has 
come out of this Year. For starters, we have 
the new Owners’ Corporations and Other Acts 
Amendment Act 2021 commencing on December 
1. This new legislation brings some important 
reforms that will improve governance for own-
ers’ corporations (OCs).

We will see the end of “proxy farming” which 
will mean that committee members will no 
longer be able to obtain dozens of proxies and 
hijack the outcome of meetings. This important 
reform will also hopefully lead to greater turn-
over of personnel on the committees, and fresh 
faces, reinvigorated enthusiasm and new ideas 
that ought to be embraced. 

We are also going to see the end of the 
widespread practice of developers entering the 
OC into long-term contracts (more than three 
years) with service providers. These long-term 
contracts never benefitted OCs, and only served 
to line the pockets of the developers. This was a 
very welcome reform and I’m pleased to see the 
Victorian Government embraces it. 

The exception to this is where a resort or 
hotel management contract is proposed to be 

HEALTH AND WELLBEING

Easy ways to burn calories
There are loads of people out there who want to lose weight or keep in shape, 
but simply don’t like going to the g ym. Good news! You don’t have to be a g ym 
junkie or exercise fanatic to burn calories. There are plenty of ways to get your 
body moving and burning off those tasty treats without running a marathon. 

Choose the path of more resistance 
Whenever you’re out and about in the daily grind, there 

are lots of little opportunities to burn extra calories. If 
you’re in an office building, take the stairs. On average, 
climbing one step burns 0.75 calories. Now, times that by 
a few flights and you have yourself a neat little workout. 
If you’re in the car and looking for a park, skip the ones 
closest to your destination to burn a few more calories on 
a walk. When you’re walking, make a conscious effort to 
pick up the pace a little to get your heart pumping and 
blood flowing. 

Clean while you binge TV 
Enthralled in a good series and can’t stop? That doesn’t 

mean you have to sit idly on the couch while you binge 
your favourite show. If there’s something that needs 
cleaning up in the vicinity of your television, then get to 
cleaning! Housework can burn up to 175 calories an hour. 
By the time you’ve watched a few episodes of something 
while you’re scrubbing away, you’ll have a clean house. 

Bounce away your day 
Office chairs or your couch can seem like a pretty comfy 

option for sitting, but whenever you’re eyeing off those 
cushy seats, consider an exercise ball instead. When you’re 
sitting on an exercise ball for lengths of time, you’re 
constantly shifting around to stabilise your body, mean-
ing you’re constantly moving. Movement equals energy 
expenditure, which equals extra calories burned. It’s a 
no-brainer! 

Dance like nobody’s watching 
Everyone has a song (or many more than one) that they 

can’t help dancing to. Now’s the time to bring out your fa-

vourite jam and bust out your favourite moves! Dancing is 
an incredibly efficient and fun way to burn calories, with 
up to 180 calories burned in just 30 minutes. So, whether 
you’re in your car with the windows shamelessly rolled 
down or can spare some time to pop on the music that 
gets you moving around the house, dancing will lift your 
spirits AND your calories burned.

With not only a few extra covid kilos but with festive 
season eating we will all need to deploy extra strategies to 
burn those calories! From all of us at Docklands Health, 
we wish every Docklands resident and worker a well-de-
served rest and may 2022 usher in a little normality •

Dr Mike Edgley
CHIROPRACTOR

DOCKLANDSHEALTH.COM.AU
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STATE MP

Ellen Sandell
STATE MP FOR MELBOURNE

OFFICE@ELLENSANDELL.COM

A four-point plan for our city’s recovery 

When it comes to COVID and 
lockdowns, Melbourne’s CBD 
and Docklands are some of 
the hardest hit areas in the 
country.

2. Make the city more liveable for 
residents

We need to make the city more liveable for 
residents by:

• making streets more pedestrian-friendly;
• making it easier to get a good night’s 

sleep with better construction and traffic 
regulations;

• regulating short-stay apartments; 
• greening our laneways to create more 

open space; and 
• better building regulations.

The pandemic has fundamentally changed the 
nature of Melbourne’s CBD. With more people 
working from home, fewer people will travel to 
and from the city for work.

But governments don’t seem to have twigged 
that this has changed things quite fundamen-
tally, and they don’t seem to have a plan for 
the future of our CBD, beyond crossing their 
fingers and hoping things will go back to the 
way they were.

Instead of hoping we go back to “normal”, we 
should use this as an opportunity to reimagine 
what our CBD is for, and why people choose to 
travel to it, or live in it.

I’ve joined my Greens colleagues Federal MP 
Adam Bandt and City of Melbourne councillors 
Rohan Leppert and Olivia Ball to come up with 
a four-point plan to reinvigorate our CBD.

1. We need incentives to attract 
innovative and creative businesses to 
base themselves in the CBD.

Many businesses who rely on 9am-5pm 
workers have struggled to survive, closed, and 

3. Make the city more affordable
We need to build more affordable homes in 

the city, particularly so essential workers like 
nurses, cleaners and supermarket workers ar-
en’t pushed out. 

The state government should introduce laws 
that require a percentage of affordable, public 
or social housing in all new developments. This 
is already happening in other cities like New 
York, London and San Francisco.

4. Fund the arts
Our arts organisations and festivals – from 

the Fringe to the Comedy to the Human Rights 
Arts and Film Festival – often run on the smell 
of an oily rag or exist on unstable year-to-year 
government funding. Governments should cre-
ate a joint fund to support 20 festivals and arts 
organisations with stable funding for five years. 

We must also protect our heritage buildings. 
Right now, one of our iconic arts venues – the 
Nicholas Building – is about to be sold and 
risks being turned into apartments. The state 
government should provide a loan for the City 
of Melbourne or Nicholas Building Association 
to buy the heritage building so it can be kept as 
an affordable and unique creative community. 

This is a radical and visionary plan, but that’s 
exactly the kind of thinking we need to build 
a better city after the pandemic. It will require 
investment from all levels of government.

You can find out more about the Greens plan 
for the CBD at greens.org.au/vic/cbd •

❝

❝

Open 24/7
genuine kinky escorts
5 mins to your door
CBD location

We survived 
COVID-19

RE-OPENED
Fully vaxxed 

 girls 
to your door now!!

may sadly not come back. We need to encour-
age innovative businesses that offer unique 
experiences to make the CBD their home. The 
federal government should subsidise rent for 
new creative, tech and innovative businesses 
who sign long-term leases in Melbourne’s 
CBD and Docklands. The Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Budget Office is currently 
costing this plan, but our estimates show that 
with just a few hundred million dollars, it will 
leverage hundreds of millions more of pri-
vate investment in our CBD and make a huge 
difference.

Watch this space
A contractor is about to be appointed to build Docklands’ new 
community garden on this site in Victoria Harbour.
Places Victoria says the garden will include 
more than 20 communal planting areas, pro-
ductive plants and trees, a fire pit, barbecue and 
seating facilities, compost bays, a children’s 
garden area and, by mid-2012, ill see the ad-
dition of a community pavilion which will be 
available for public use.

The site is on the corner of Geographe St and 
Keera Way in Victoria Harbour.

The design and management of the garden 
has been informed by six rounds of community 
consultation – three rounds on design and 
three rounds on governance and management.

This site on the corner of Geographe St and 
Keera Way is being used for car- parking now 
but is set to be transformed into Docklands’ 
community garden •
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PUZZLES & TRIVIA

CrosswordQuiz

5x5

9-Letter

ACROSS
1 Adorable (7)
5 Idealist (7)
9 Explorer, partner 

of Wills (5)
10 Examined 

again (9)
11 Twigged (8)
12 Rotten (6)
15 Source of 

cooking oil (5)
16 Contract (9)
18 Unconvinced (9)
20 – Arabia (5)
21 Bears (6)
23 Replicate; 

reproduce (8)
25 Disgust (9)
26 Unexpected 

narrative 
direction (5)

27 Make bigger (7)
28 Forever (7)

DOWN
1 With excessive 

eff ort (11)
2 Having many 

uses (9)
3 Honey-making 

hub (7)
4 Cheerfulness (10)
5 Quacker (4)
6 Put to death (7)

7 Producer (5)
8 Colour of 

strawberries (3)
13 Harmful (11)
14 Genius (10)
17 Schooling (9)
19 Little kid (7)
20 Regular bus 

between two 
places (7)

22 Kick out (5)
24 Roughly 

1.6km (4)
25 Regret (3)

No. 006

No. 006

Sudoku

Codeword

No. 006

No. 006

8 3 1 6

7 6 3 2

2 3 1 7

9 5 7

3 5 8

6 7 8 5

4 9 2 3

2 6 7

9 6 8

Fill in the blank cells using the numbers from 
1 to 9. Each number can only appear once in 
each row, column and 3x3 block

1. Made famous after 
posting historical photos 
of Melbourne on social 
media, Chris Macheras is 
the author of which new 
book that shares a name 
with his Instagram page?

2. Where was Napoleon 
Bonaparte exiled to after 
his defeat at Waterloo?

3. Whose life was celebrated 
during a state funeral 
at St Patrick’s Cathedral 
this month?

4. What does a pluviometer 
measure?

5. Which musical does 
the song Big Spender 
come from?

6. Which famous bookstore is 
set to open in the CBD?

7. Opening in 2023, where 
will you fi nd the CBD’s 
newest library?

8. For which baseball team 
did Mickey Mantle 
(pictured) play his entire 
18-year Major League 
career?

9. The Atomium is one of the 
landmarks of which city?

10. Which metal is softer, 
silver or gold?

11. What year was the 
foundation stone of 
St Paul’s Cathedral laid: 
a) 1878, b) 1880 or c) 1891?

12. What animal recently 
gave birth atop a 
Melbourne skyscraper?

SOLUTION

SOLUTIONS

SOLUTIONS

SOLUTIONS
EASY HARD

823174956

716548392

248953167

691235748

935762814

367481529

574896231

482319675

159627483

Using the nine letters 
in the grid, how many 
words of four letters 
or more can you list? 
The centre letter must 
be included and each 
letter may only be used 
once. No colloquial 
or foreign words. No 
capitalised nouns, 
apostrophes or plural 
words ending in “s”.
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N

24 words: Good
36 words: Very good
49 words: Excellent

Today’s Focus:

Reference: 
Collins Concise 
English Dictionary

amen, enema, mane, mans, manse, mass, masse, mast, mate, mates, mats, matt, matte, 
matts, mean, meanest, means, meant, meat, meet, meets, mesa, mesne, mess, mete, metes, 
name, names, same, seam, seamen, seem, seems, semen, sesame, stamen, STATESMEN, 
steam, steams, stem, stems, tame, tameness, tames, tamest, 
team, teams, teem, teems

ACROSS: SLEEP, HENNA, AVERT, 
MEMOS, SLYLY. DOWN: SHAMS, LEVEL, 
ENEMY, ENROL, PATSY

 QUIZ SOLUTIONS

1. Old Vintage Melbourne 2. St. Helena 
3. Bert Newton AM MBE 4. Rain 5. Sweet 
Charity 6. Readings 7. Munro St (As part 
of the Queen Victoria Market Precinct) 
8. New York Yankees 9. Brussels 10. Gold 
11. b) 1880 12. Peregrine falcon
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1 8 2 4

8 7

7 4 3 8 2

7 8 1

1 7 4

1 6 3

4 9 7

8 2 5 9 6
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Wordfind Theme: Weather

Secret message: Barometer

AUTUMN
CLEAR
CLIMATE
CLOUDY
COLD
DUST
FINE
FOG
FORECAST
FROST
HAIL

HEAT WAVE
HOT
ICE
RADAR
RAIN
SHELTER
SHOWERS
SKY
SLEET
SMOG
SNOW

STORM
SUMMER
SUNNY
WINDY

The leftover letters will spell out a secret message.

EASY

HARD
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Insert the missing letters to make 
10 words – fi ve reading across the 
grid and fi ve reading down.

PUZZLES AND PAGINATION 
©PAGEMASTERS PTY LTD
PAGEMASTERS.COM Dec, 2021

No. 006

1. The anchovy is a member of 
which family of fish?

2. Revised plans for Docklands’ 
tallest apartment tower have 
been re-submitted; where is 
its proposed location?

3. Organza is a fabric 
traditionally made from 
what?

4. What does a pluviometer 
measure?

5. After returning to water last 
month, the Alma Doepel is 
Australia’s oldest surviving 
wooden tall ship. How old  
is it?

6. The Melbourne Maritime 
Heritage Network (MMHN) 
are in talks to deliver a new 
Maritime Experiential 
Centre. What domestic 
example do they use as a  
case study?

7. For which baseball team did 
Mickey Mantle (pictured) 
play his entire 18-year Major 
League career?

8. Entomophobia is the fear  
of what?

9. What is the name of the 
twin-deck floating bar set to 
call Victoria Harbour home? 

10. Which metal is softer, silver 
or gold?

11. Construction on two towers 
on La Trobe St, directly 
adjacent to Marvel Stadium, 
has been approved. Who  
sold the land for the site  
in 2020 to shore up its 
financial position due to  
the pandemic?

12. Which local stalwart has 
been campaigning against, 
and personally removing, 
unsightly graffiti in Docklands?

1. Herring 2. Tower 9, Yarra’s Edge 3. Silk 
4. Rain 5. 119 years old 6. Underwater 
Discovery Centre, Busselton, Western 
Australia 7. New York Yankees 8. Insects 
9. ATET 10. Gold 11. AFL 12. Andrew 
Ward

 QUIZ SOLUTIONS
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体育场改造备受社区关注

“有史以来最大”的新年无人机表演
新年夜Docklands港区将以澳大利亚“有史以来最大”的无人机
表演来点亮维多利亚港的夜空，以此迎接新年。对车祸丧生者的悼念

一名28岁的男子在Docklands港区的一次摩托车撞车事故中不
幸丧生，人们称他为一个善良真诚的，有着“富有感染力微笑”
的人。

要求增加施政报告的通知时间

参与Marvel体育场改造的关键
人物告诉当地社区，澳足联
(AFL)拥有的这个长期成功的
体育场是取决于它与当地社区
的联系，并承诺将重新关注非
赛事期间的活动。

David Schout

他承认体育场目前“城堡”式的墙壁和陈
旧的体育场大堂都没有创造一个吸引人的环
境，并详细解释了这次改建中将如何对公共
空间作出贡献。

该项目的改建工作已经在进行中，预计
将于2022年底基本完成。

11月24日，由Docklands港区代表团体
(DRG)组织了一个在线会议，来自AFL、设

计公司Grimshaw Architects和建筑商 John 
Holland Group 在内的许多代表发了言并回
答了当地市民的问题。

每位代表都表示这次重建将专注于体育
场的“日常模式”，具体来说，也就是每年大
约有 280 天没有赛事活动的日常模式。

设计师Simon Anson在Zoom 会议上
说：“该体育场在赛时的确很高效，比赛当
天的效果也很好，但目前在日常模式中似乎
缺失了其特点。”

“体育场如何能为当地社区的活动和日
常模式做出贡献？”

Anson先生表示，体育场建成之时(本世
纪初)和现在的区别是显而易见的，Dock-
lands港区此后经历的巨大转变需要在体育
场上得到体现。

“体育场建在周围商业住宅区域之前，
在很多方面都没有向这些区域开放，随着城
市的发展，你会意识到它实际上是城市结构

的一部分。现在你无法从整体上来了解它，
除非从海港方向看过来。 它与周围区域的
互动方式对其未来的成功非常重要。”

他说，设计元素的一个关键点是确保走

过的人能够看到比赛场地，“将体育场的内
部向外部开放，反之亦然”。

据该公司称，从一开始就突出以Dock-
lands港区为重点。

Brendan Rees

11月19日晚上 9 点左右，Brendan 
Holden 和坐在后座的女友 Luisa Landolfo 
骑在 Lorimer街上时，他的摩托车在 Hart-
ley 街 拐角处与一辆汽车相撞。

救护人员到场试图挽救Holden先生，
但他在现场死亡，当时Landolfo女士严重受
伤，在危急的情况下被送往医院。

维多利亚警察局的一名女发言人表示，
事故的确切原因尚待确定。

警方女发言人说，汽车上的驾驶者和乘
客在事故中没有受伤，停在现场，目前正在
协助警方调查。

许多人在社交媒体上表达了对Holden
先生的敬意，称他将“永远活在我们心中”。

其中一人写道：“听到这个可怕的消息

后，我真的说不出话来。许多人会非常想
念你。”

Holden先生的密友Chris Jewson经常
和他一起参加公路赛车比赛，他说Holden
先生是一个外向的人，他“受到每个人的喜
爱”，包括他在Metro Trains公司担任安全
协调员的同事们。

他说：“我把他当作兄弟，他有一种
富有感染力的微笑，可以感染整个房间的
人。” “这个年轻人令人印象深刻。”

“他是那种会尽一切努力来帮助你的
人。”

“我无法想象有人会说他的坏话。”
他的朋友Cameron White曾在赛车场上

为Holden先生拍过照，他说Holden先生 “是
你所希望见到的最善良、最真诚的人”。

当地市民已要求墨尔本市政对
其重要的政策和施政文件增加
告知时间，认为目前的五天时
间通知是不足于进行适当的审
查。

David Schout

如果此提议成功，一些关键施政文件如
维多利亚女王市场区域更新、2030 年交通
战略、Greenline计划草案和Hoddle Grid遗
产审查都将提前发布。

此提议将使社区团体和纳税人有更多的
时间在提交反馈给市政会议之前进行考虑，
市政通常在星期二晚上举行会议。

目前，市政在预定会议前五天公开发
布关键施政文件，通常是在周四下午发布
报告。

“维多利亚女王市场之友”团体主席
Mary-Lou Howie 指出，这五天的时间不够
长，无法消化。

她说：“现实情况是，在未来墨尔本委
员会(FMC)开会决定有关重大规划决策之
前，墨尔本市的选民只有两个半工作日(周
末不能算在其中)来仔细审查有关议程和文
件。”

“社区中的许多人都有工作和私下要办
的事，尤其是在周末。显然，目前的市政
议会程序留给社区的时间不足以对长达100
页的市政材料进行适当的审查。在如此紧
迫的时间框架内，社区中很少有人有时间
做出经过适当考虑的回应。”

市政议会和FMC会议每月举行两次，
监督市政策略的实施。这些会议上讨论的
塑造城市的关键政策和策略文件往往是详
细而冗长的报告。

Brendan Rees

这场7分钟的表演将会看到350架无人
机照亮天空，观众们会为之惊叹，这是南
半球有史以来第一次如此大规模的无人机
表演。

独特的空中展示是由无人机艺术公
司 Celestial 开发的，该公司为Edinburgh 
2020 年新年无人机展示以及为国际特赦组
织成立 60 周年提供无人机艺术创作。

无人机群将在维多利亚港上空表演，
具体的表演时间是在新年前夜晚上 9 点 30 
分的烟花燃放之前，以及在午夜烟花之前
进行。从新年1月3日到1月30日每晚表演两
场。

市长 Sally Capp 表示，Docklands 港
区的无人机群表演将“庆祝我们对墨尔本的
热爱，并帮助重燃这座城市”。

她说:“为了获得最佳观看效果，请前往
维多利亚港，并支持我们出色的餐饮场馆和
当地工作人员。”

“烟花、街头盛宴和现场音乐将会增加
这种气氛，我们很高兴能吸引人们以安全的
方式与我们一起庆祝新年。”

Celestial 联合创始人兼首席执行官 
Tony Martin 表示，他的团队很高兴能够为
墨尔本的新年设计一个“令人瞩目的”活动。

他说：“与著名的本地人才合作，我们
的目标是讲述一个故事，让观众从艰难的一
年烦恼中走出来，走向更绿色、更健康、更
幸福的未来。”

Docklands 港区商会执行官 Shane 
Wylie 说：“对于 Celestia公司在整个 1 月份
每晚两次在 Docklands港区的无人机表演，
我们感到非常兴奋”。

他说：“商会一直在敦促长期激活港
区，这个表演正是可以产生“嗡嗡声”的一个
完美例子。”

“我们很高兴，这不是一个一次性的吸
引数千人的活动。相反，这将在整个一月份
期间的每个晚上吸引数千人前来。”
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Maximising your profits by 
minimising your tax

Bank

Available for refinance of loans of at least $250k with a max. LVR of 80%. 

3,000$ CASH
BACK#

Whatever your reason to refinance, there’s 
never been a better time to talk to BOQ.

Plus some really great rates

1.99%
P.A.

Discounted 4-Year Fixed Home Loan Rate*

2.90%
P.A.

Comparison Rate^

Min. $150k new owner-occupied principal & interest lending with a max. LVR of 80%.

BOQ Docklands
Josephine Tan, Owner-Manager* 0408 336 838*
Belinda Wynn, Branch Manager* 0408 288 282*
9248 0188* docklands@boq.com.au*
facebook.com/boqdocklndsmelb* boq.com.au

Credit provided by Bank of Queensland Limited ABN 32 009 656 7 40 (BOQ) Australian Credit Licence Number 244616. Fees and charges payable. BOQ’s standard credit assessment criteria apply. 
Full terms and conditions at any BOQ branch. Interest rates quoted are indicative only, and are subject to change without notice. *Discount Fixed Rate offer is available for applications received from 
13/11/2020 for Owner Occupier new home loan lending only and is not available for refinance or restructure of existing BOQ facilities. LMI may apply. Not available for construction loans. At the end 
of the fixed rate period, the interest rate will convert to the clear path variable interest rate. Fixed interest rates may vary between application and drawdown of the loan. A The comparison rate is 
calculated on the basis of a secured loan of $150,000 for a term of 25 years. WARNING: This comparison rate is true only for the examples given and may not include all fees and charges. Different 
terms, fees or other loan amounts might result in a different comparison rate. Information current as at 30/11/2020. # Special limited time $3,000 cashback offer only available for new refinance 
applications received between Monday 12 October 2020 and Saturday 19 December 2020. Must settle by Sunday 28 February 2021. This offer is open to Australian residents aged 18 and over 
who are personal customers taking out a new home loan with BOQ, refinanced from another financial institution. Offer available on BOQ’s Clear Path, Economy, Intro Rate, or Fixed Rate home loan 
products only. Not available for the refinance, restructure or switches of home loans within BOQ Group, which includes BOQ, Virgin Money (Australia) and BOQ Specialist. An applicant will be eligible 
for a maximum of one cashback payment during the offer period, regardless of the number of loan applications they are party to, provided the total amount drawn at settlement across all loans is 
at least $250,000. The cashback will be paid to the applicant’s BOQ transaction account within 30 days of the settlement date. For multiple home loan applicants the BOQ account needs to be in 
the name of at least one of the home loan applicants and the cashback will be paid only once to the applicants jointly. If you do not have an existing BOQ transaction account, one must be opened. 
This offer can be amended and/or withdrawn by BOQ at any time without notice. Applicants should seek their own tax advice in relation to the receipt of a cashback on settlement.
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Childcare

Family focused activities throughout the year, celebrating 

High staff to child ratio.

Discounted Daily parking at "The District"

Located - First Floor "The District" Docklands under 

many cultural festivals.

Melbourne Star Observation Wheel.

 

Opening hours:  7:30am to 6:15pm

Ph:  9670 0880 

admin@giraffedocklands.com.au

www.giraffedocklands.com.au

Enrol Now!
Giraffe Early Learning Centre Docklands

Extensive orientation period for families and children to

ensure an easy transition into care.

Beautiful and large outdoor play areas grouped by age.

Nutritious and variable meals, freshly prepared daily 

by our own in-house chef.
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and kindergarten for 
Docklands families
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Sentia is an integrated childcare and 
kindergarten space located in the heart 
of Melbourne’s CBD. Our beautiful 
space has been lovingly designed and 
crafted to inspire children, build their 
confidence and support their first steps 
toward a lifelong love of learning.

From our spacious rooftop playground 
with spectacular views over the Yarra 
River to our gentle, compassionate 
staff, we are proud to foster a unique 
culture of care and learning.

As a single, privately owned service, 
it is our very own Sentia families who 
have the greatest influence on our 
culture and values. We form a strong 
partnership between our families and 
educators that assists us to create a 
flexible, values-based model.

We look forward to welcoming you and 
your family to our caring community.

Book a tour now at sentia.vic.edu.au

Sentia 
Early Learning

Find us on Facebook: @sentiaearlylearning 
Follow us on Instagram: @sentiaearlylearning 
Find us on Linkedin: Sentia Early Learning

Address: Level 5, 450 Flinders Street, Melbourne 3000
Phone: 03 9629 9860 
Email: director-riverside @sentia.vic.edu.au

CONTACT US FIND US
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culture and values. We form a strong 
partnership between our families and 
educators that assists us to create a 
flexible, values-based model.

We look forward to welcoming you and 
your family to our caring community.

Book a tour now at sentia.vic.edu.au

Sentia 
Early Learning

Find us on Facebook: @sentiaearlylearning 
Follow us on Instagram: @sentiaearlylearning 
Find us on Linkedin: Sentia Early Learning

Address: Level 5, 450 Flinders Street, Melbourne 3000
Phone: 03 9629 9860 
Email: director-riverside @sentia.vic.edu.au

CONTACT US FIND US

Dental

57 Merchant St, Docklands 
T (03) 9021 9487 | mob 0488 799 487

(opposite Victoria Harbour Medical Centre) 
 www.docklandsdentalstudio.com.au 

NOW OPEN 
SATURDAYS

Mon-Fri 8:30-5pm 
(Tue, Thu until 6pm)

Sat: 8:30-1pm

Fitness

University degree qualified trainers 
that come to your apartment gym!

Justin Moran
0411 798 934 justintimept.com  

Health & Beauty

Physiotherapy
Chiropractic

SERVICES:
Massage
Pilates

Psychology
Podiatry

  4/860 Collins St, Docklands, 3008
  (03) 9088 3228       www.docklandshealth.com.au

Mon-Fri 8am-7pm  |  Sat 8am-12pm
HOURS

www.victoriaharbourmedicalcentre.com.au

Victoria Harbour Medical Centre 
2-3/850 Collins Street Docklands 3008
Entry via Merchant St
Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-12 noon

Telephone 9629 1414
After Hours 13 74 25

Fax 9629 4265

Legal Advice

Tel: 9614 5122    Fax: 9614 2964
www.pearcewebster.com.au

Pearce  
Webster  
Dugdales 
Working with 
individuals,  
families & business.

 

Maritime

Pharmacy

victoria harbour
pharmacy+news

Hours: Mon to Fri 8am-8pm & Sat 9am-1pm
 Pharmacy  Giftware 

 Magazines & Papers  Tattslotto
 Same day dry cleaning

66 Merchant St, Docklands (opposite Safeway) 
Ph: 03 9629 9922  Fax: 03 9629 9933

Email: vicharbourpharmacy@nunet.com.au

 

southern cross
pharmacy

Hours: Monday to Friday 7am-8pm 
Saturday 10am-6pm

Southern Cross Station 
Shop C8, 99 Spencer St, Docklands 

Ph: 03 9600 0294  Fax: 03 9600 0594
Email: southerncrosspharmacy@nunet.com.au

Politician

    

Funded from Parliamentary Budget. Authorised by E. Sandell, 146 Peel St, North Melbourne.

ellensandell.com

ELLEN SANDELL
STATE MP FOR MELBOURNE

Hi, I’m Ellen, your local State MP.  
I’m here to help. Don’t hesitate to get in touch. 

(03) 9328 4637 
office@ellensandell.com

146 Peel Street 
North Melbourne VIC 3051

    

Funded from Parliamentary Budget. Authorised by E. Sandell, 146 Peel St, North Melbourne.

ellensandell.com

ELLEN SANDELL
STATE MP FOR MELBOURNE

Hi, I’m Ellen, your local State MP.  
I’m here to help. Don’t hesitate to get in touch. 

(03) 9328 4637 
office@ellensandell.com

146 Peel Street 
North Melbourne VIC 3051

 
Real Estate

SELLING | LEASING | PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
www.cityresidentialbourkestreet.com.au  

T: 03 9001 1333

SALES Glenn Donnelly m: 0419 998 235
LEASING Lina D’Ambrosio m: 0430 929 851 

818 Bourke Street, 
Docklands  

VIC 3008

Selling & Leasing 
the best homes  
in Docklands.

846 Bourke St,  
Docklands
9251 9000

Renovation

Shopping

The west-end’s favourite destination has corporate 
Melbourne covered. From Kris Kringle gifting to 
celebratory meals, zany experiences to prizes and 
competitions. The fun won’t stop until the office’s 
‘Close For Christmas’ sign goes up. 

More information via cschristmas.com.au 

CHRISTMAS AT COLLINS SQUARE

collinssquare.com.au/whats-on

35 Collins St, Melbourne collinsplace.com.au

Entertainment Weekend 
at The District Docklands

Saturday 17 & Sunday 18 November
Join us for a weekend of entertainment with live music, DJs, face painting,  

rides with Wonderland Junior and an eclectic Makers Market. Plus, spend $20 at  
The District Docklands to receive a $5* voucher from Archie Brothers Cirque Electriq.

We’re located right next to the Melbourne Star
thedistrictdocklands.com.au

Archie’s Brothers Cirque Electriq
Receive a $5 voucher*

Archie’s Brothers Cirque Electriq
Receive a $5 voucher*

Urban Alley Brewery
Now open

Wonderland Junior
Open Saturday & Sunday

*Terms and conditions apply. See our website for full details.

Free Face Painting
Saturday & Sunday

Live Music

The District Makers Market
Saturday & Sunday

thedistrictdocklands.com.au

For the best fresh produce, gourmet food 
and specialty shopping,

you can’t beat Queen Vic Market.

Open Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
Saturday & Sunday

with plenty of a�ordable parking.
qvm.com.au

Video Production

Talk to Docklands News owner Sean Car 
T  0433 930 484  
E  sean@hyperlocalnews.com.au 
about how to customise your campaign to our audience every month.



Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no Docklands News

DISTRICT LIVE
SUMMER MUSIC SESSIONS

JOIN US

JANUARY 2022 
FOR A SUMMER OF  

LIVE MUSIC

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTER TO  
RECEIVE UPDATES AND INFORMATION.

WWW.THEDISTRICTDOCKLANDS.COM.AU
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