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Fresh & Easy

Plans for Australian 
first show at Icehouse
Docklands could soon be home to an Australian-first 
light and sound show on ice, in what would become 
a significant attraction for the area.

words by David Schout 
PLANNING

The O’Brien Icehouse is exploring 
a multi-million-dollar investment 
into the show which would see 3D 
images projected onto the ice, similar 
to those seen in Europe and North 
America.

The show would be powered 
by specialist projectors that create 
optical illusions on ice, which acts as 
an ideal projection surface.

They could also provide an 
immersive skating experience for the 
public.

O’Brien  Icehouse  executive 
director  Athol Hodgetts told 
Docklands News that the project, 
which would be decided in coming 
months, was “exciting”.

“We’re always looking at ways 
of improving the venue, and the 
experience people have when they 
come,” he said.

“It’s going to enhance a person’s 
visit to the Icehouse — it’s not just 
going there to skate … we’ve spent 
a lot of money in the past two-and-
a-half years, and we want to make 
sure the O’Brien Icehouse develops 
further into a multi-purpose venue. 
And the light and sound show could 
go a long way to doing that.”

The shows are particularly popular 
in North America, and used as pre-
game entertainment before National 
Hockey League (NHL) games. 

The visual trickery provided by the 
projectors give the impression of a 
rink turning into, for example, a lake 
of fire or crumbling ice. 

Mr Hodgetts said the experience 
would be an Australian first.

“The light and sound show would 
be a wonderful addition, because 
there’s nothing like it. There’s light 
and sound shows around, but not 
ones that’ll have the atmosphere we’ll 
have by being able to project images 
onto ice.”

Melbourne’s sixth lockdown 
period had stalled key talks related to 
the project.

Mr Hodgetts said the company 
would have a strong idea whether the 
idea would proceed within six weeks 
of restrictions lifting, and “certainly 
by the end of this year”.

“It’s an exciting project, but it’s still 
got a long way to go.”

He said they expected to invest 
between $3.5 to $5 million on the 
show and that for Docklands — in 
particular The District Docklands 
precinct — could have huge flow-on 
effects for nearby businesses.

“We believe it would be a 
major attraction and beneficial 
to Melbourne, both by bringing 
people from the country, interstate 
and international visitors when we 
get back to that. We think it’ll be 
something that’s very attractive,” he 
said. 

“It’s our view that if we’re 
attracting people to the District 
Docklands precinct then that’ll have 
a flow-on affect for smaller retailers.”

Mr Hodgetts confirmed they had 
begun early talks with management 
at the nearby Melbourne Star 
Observation Wheel about a possible 
ride-and-show promotion for 
visitors.

He said their mantra was to work 
with nearby businesses.

Continued on page 3.

Victoria Point’s green vision becomes a reality

More than 2800 sqm of largely concreted space along 
the Marvel Stadium concourse will soon be transformed 
into a public green oasis thanks to a bold initiative by the 
Victoria Point owners’ corporation. 

Since 2017, the OC at Victoria Point led by its chair Dr 
Janette Corcoran has been working alongside the City of 
Melbourne, Development Victoria and a range of experts 
to reimagine its podium level garden. 

And after years of negotiations, detailed designs and 
careful planning, its green vision will soon become 
a reality after the $1.2 million project received final 
approvals last month to begin construction. 

Conceived through the council’s Urban Forest Fund 
grants program, established in 2017 to accelerate greening 
across the municipality, the project will transform 
Victoria Point’s podium into a welcoming green space for 
the community.  

words by Sean Car 
ENVIRONMENT

Through new and expanded garden beds, 630 sqm of 
large canopy trees and native indigenous plantings, a total 
of 2850 sqm of green cover – representing a 103 per cent 
increase – will completely overhaul one of Docklands’ 
busiest thoroughfares.  

Stormwater runoff will be reduced on the site, with 
2200 sqm of permeable garden bed surfaces capable 
of holding high amounts of water and rainwater being 
captured in dry “creek beds” and directed to a storage tank 
on the lower level.

Designed by renowned landscape architecture firm 
ASPECT Studios with plantings curated by Billy’s 
Nursery, the council has provided $500,000 in matched 
funding towards the project, while Development Victoria 
has contributed $350,000. 

As well as providing new areas for relaxation and 
gardening opportunities for local residents and workers, 
Dr Corcoran said she hoped the reimagined space would 
be embraced by the community. 

Continued on page 5.

Finally ... a real fence! 
Photo by John Tadigiri

After nearly four years of temporary fencing along Latrobe Street Bridge, the 
sight of new barriers being installed was one for sore eyes last month as workers 
Greg (left) and Ben (right) helped to deliver the long overdue upgrades!
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Fox’s car museum ready to reopen

Trucking giant Lindsay Fox’s classic car collec-
tion in Docklands’ historic Queen’s Warehouse 
is gearing up for reopening to the public “as 
soon as lockdown ends”. 

The Fox Classic Car Collection, which is 
run by a special trust, has been showcased in 
the heritage-listed warehouse on the corner of 
Collins St and Batman’s Hill Drive since 1996. 
In 2019, Docklands News reported that the trust 
had moved the cars out of the warehouse into 
storage while remediation of the adjacent site 
took place. 

But the trust’s chairman Bill Kelty confirmed 
with Docklands News last month that the collec-
tion of around 50 cars had been “progressively” 
moved back into the warehouse during the 
course of 2021, as it prepared for a long-awaited 
reopening.

Mr Kelty said that as soon as the current lock-
down ended, the museum hoped to reopen to 
the public with a number of events associated 
with more specific cars, many of which were 
new to the collection. 

He said the refreshed collection on display 
in Docklands would feature a “higher concen-
tration” of certain vehicles, including classic 
Porsches among others. 

The collection had been moved into storage 
in 2019 to preserve its value due the threat of 
damage from remediation from the neighbour-
ing site. 

But Mr Kelty said that with remediation now 
“progressing well” towards completion, the cars 
were no longer at risk. The collection is un-
derstood to be valued at between $30 and $40 
million, and includes cars previously owned by 
Ringo Starr, Bing Crosby and Bob Jane, among 
other well-known names.

The trust pays just $1 a year in rent for the 
building and surrounding land, under a special 
99-year lease granted by former Prime Minister 

Paul Keating and then-Premier Jeff Kennett in 
1995.

The lease was issued on the condition that the 
land be used for the purposes of establishing a 
public car museum and promoting uses consis-
tent with those purposes. The Kangan Institute 
has run an automotive TAFE next to Queen’s 
Warehouse since 1996, which was provided by 
the trust for a peppercorn sum.

With historic plans to develop the site adja-
cent to the warehouse, the new development 
had long been understood to house stage three 
of Kangan’s Docklands campus, as well as an 
expanded car museum managed by the trust. 

Other automotive stakeholders such as Royal 
Automobile Club of Victoria (RACV) and the 
Victorian Automobile Chamber of Commerce 
(VACC) are understood to have expressed inter-
est in the past.

Mr Kelty told Docklands News last month it 
was still proceeding with plans to redevelop 
the site in the future, but what form the devel-

words by Sean Car 
EVENTS

opment took hinged on market conditions and 
COVID-19. 

He said that “plenty of options” for a devel-
opment anywhere between three and 11 storeys 
were still being considered, with a ground floor 
and mezzanine exhibition space to showcase 
events for the car museum. 

However, he said that for now, its “number 
one priority” was reopening the car museum. 

According to its website, the Fox Classic Car 
Collection will look to reopen to the public 
pending COVID restrictions on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays from 10am to 2pm.  

For more information and to pre-purchase 
tickets visit the website below •

For more information: 
foxcollection.org.au
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“As a company we believe in promoting the 
whole precinct, and we will work together with 
[District Docklands CEO]  George Karabatsos 
and his team, and the other major attractions. 
We don’t just think about ourselves, we believe 
we have a major role to play in promoting the 
whole precinct.”

Mr Hodgetts said the sixth lockdown period, 
announced by the Victorian government on 
August 5, had been particularly tough on the 
business.

“It’s very frustrating and disappointing. We 
were going along really well and have been shut 
down now for some time — and quite a bit of 
time in the past 18 months — so it’s very difficult 
financially but hopefully we reopen soon.”

He said the company had normally relied on a 
number of casual staff members, each of whom 
was currently not receiving any shifts.

However, there was optimism that when 
restrictions were lifted, the Icehouse would 
bounce back. 

“I think that once things are opened up again 
and we can operate at full capacity — both us 
and the Wheel, and ArtVo — I think we can get 
the place back to a reasonable level of visitation 
fairly quickly.”

Mr Hodgetts said that if they proceeded with 
the light and sound show, government funding 
would be sought.  

In June the Victorian Government provided 
the Icehouse with a $2 million injection after 
it had “faced significant pressures due to the 
pandemic”. 

The support enabled it to re-ice the second 
rink, which is used as a key training venue for 
the Olympic Winter Institute of Australia, and 
home to the Melbourne Ice and Melbourne 
Mustangs in the Australian Ice Hockey League. 

The first rink would continue to be used for 
public ice skating.

The Icehouse, which opened in 2010, is the 
only dual-rink facility in Australia containing 
two Olympic-sized ice skating rinks.

Plans for Australian first show at Icehouse

It attracts more than 200,000 visitors per 
year, has stadium seating for 1000 people as 
well as 2300 pairs of skates for general hire.

Prior to COVID-19, it hosted more than 100 
events annually including ice hockey matches 
featuring the Ice and Mustangs, and national 
and international events and competitions •

David Schout
JOURNALIST

DAVID@HYPERLOCALNEWS.COM.AU

We want to make sure the 
O’Brien Icehouse develops 
further into a multi-purpose 
venue. And the light and sound 
show could go a long way to 
doing that.

❝

❝  ▲ A still image from a light and sound pre-game show at 
the PostFinance Arena in Bern, Switzerland. An optical 
illusion appears to show the skater floating on a broken 
sheet of ice.

 ▲ An Art On Ice event in Switzerland, showing the use of the multi-display and lighting technolog y.

Prizes up for grabs 
in vaccination drive 

The council has launched its biggest vaccination 
incentive yet by offering an additional $50,000 
in prizes to help the city get out of lockdowns.  

Lord Mayor Sally Capp said the rewards – 
which brought the prize pool to $100,000 – was 
part of its Vaccine Heroes campaign aimed at 
slowing the spread of COVID-19 and allowing 
the city to reopen. 

The latest initiative comes amid the federal 
government setting a goal for an 80 per cent 
vaccination rate by the end of November to 
trigger an easing of restrictions and end to 
lockdowns. 

To be in the running for the City of 
Melbourne’s prizes, locals are encouraged to 
share their vaccine “hero stories” on Instagram 
for the chance to win a $1000 spending spree 
at the Queen Victoria Market, Emporium or 
Melbourne Central. 

“We’re doing everything we can to encourage 
Victorians to get the jab if they’re eligible,” Cr 
Capp said.

To enter, people are encouraged to post a 
selfie on Instagram showing themselves about 
to get vaccinated, having just been vaccinated 
or flashing their vaccine card.

They then must tag the City of Melbourne 
(@CityofMelbourne) and, share in 25 words 
or less, what they’re most looking forward to 
when our city reopens.

A $1000 shopping voucher will be given 
away every day for six weeks, from August 30 
until October 10.

This latest incentive follows a radio promo-
tion which saw $5000 in Melbourne experience 
packages given away every day for two weeks.

The Vaccine Heroes campaign includes lo-
cal advertising in English, Arabic, Mandarin, 
Somali and Vietnamese •

words by Brendan Rees 
COUNCIL AFFAIRS
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ELECTIONS

“It’s time for a public review”: Push for election overhaul
City of Melbourne councillors have urged the state government to begin a review into the council’s “unique” electoral system by next 
year, in time for the 2024 election.

Long considered undemocratic by critics, the 
City of Melbourne Act 2001 would go under the 
microscope for the first time in 20 years if the 
State Government agreed to the review.

Under the current system, residents in the 
City of Melbourne — which operates under a 
separate framework to the 78 other Victorian 
councils — were granted one vote in local 
government elections, while businesses were 
entitled to two votes.

A business that rents a desk within the 
municipality was currently entitled to greater 
participation than local residents, as well as the 
chance to run in elections.

Cr Rohan Leppert’s motion at the July 27 
council meeting called on the Minister for 
Local Government Shaun Leane to initiate the 
review by next year, in order for reforms to be 
legislated well before the next election in 2024.

He told Docklands News a review was well 
overdue.

“Time and time again our community has 
asked for a serious, comprehensive and consul-
tative electoral review,” Cr Leppert said.

“In a democracy we should not be afraid of 
interrogating the electoral system, especially 
one as unusual as the City of Melbourne’s … 
the City of Melbourne Act [2001], including 
its famously unique electoral system, has not 
been properly reviewed for over 20 years, 
whereas the electoral system for the other 78 
Victorian Councils was reviewed for the Local 
Government Act 2020.”

Cr Leppert said the current City of Melbourne 
Act facilitated a range of undesirable outcomes, 
including both the richest and “most male” elec-
toral roll in the country, and the only council in 
Australia that regularly returned a majority of 

non-resident councillors.
He said that while councillors had different 

ideas on what electoral reforms should be intro-
duced, they were united on step one.

“Councillors all have different ideas about 
what the system should be, of course; some are 
content with the status quo while others like 
me believe it to be wildly undemocratic. But 
the thing we could all agree on was that the Act 
should be reviewed. This system doesn’t belong 
to councillors, it is a public system, so it’s time 
for a public review.”

The review would also encompass donation 
reform across the whole local government 
sector.

In August last year Lord Mayor Sally Capp 
wrote to Mr Leane seeking a review of the City 
of Melbourne Act 2001, after councillors simi-
larly voted in favour of electoral evaluation. 

In response, Mr Leane said it was “a matter I 
am considering with regard to a future program 
of legislative reform”.

The latest council push placed greater pres-
sure on the state government to ensure the Act 
was thoroughly reviewed before the next elec-
tion in 2024, and had now put time pressure 
— a 2022 start date — for that to begin. 

“[It] should start no later than next year if 
that review is going to be done comprehensive-
ly and with public involvement,” Cr Leppert 

said at the July 27 meeting. 
Unlike in NSW, the Victorian Government 

opted to not delay last year’s election, which 
took place in October just after Melbourne had 
been in COVID-19 lockdown for almost four 
months.

Councillors thanked election manager Bill 
Lang, and the Victorian Electoral Commission 
team, for facilitating last year’s election in “ex-
traordinarily difficult circumstances”.

“That [decision] was both very good and very 
bad for different reasons, and it’s very difficult 
to have known what to have done in those cir-
cumstances,” Cr Leppert said.

“I note that NSW has taken a slightly dif-
ferent tack by extending their elections by a 
year, but have found that they have needed to 
extend them by another three months again. So, 
holding elections in a pandemic is an incredi-
bly difficult thing, and balancing the needs to 
retain a fully democratic process with the need 
to keep everyone safe does mean that there are 
compromises on both sides. In spite of all that, I 
do think Bill and his team have facilitated a very 
good process.”

Voter turnout in the 2020 election was 69 
per cent within the City of Melbourne, well up 
from 56 per cent in 2016. 

Deputy Lord Mayor Nicholas Reece said that 
while the 2020 election had taken place under 
circumstances “the likes of which Melbourne 
has never seen before”, the democratic process 
“had stood up very well”.

“I say to the good folks of New South Wales 
and New South Wales government, that your 
democracy has nothing to fear from an election 
during a pandemic, and during lockdown,” Cr 
Reece said. 

“Anecdotally, the turnout at our online fo-
rums was high and voter engagement was high. 
If anything, the restrictions we were under 
encouraged people to take the time to review 
election material and cast an informed vote.” •
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“It’s been a long time and we’re now at the 
stage of making it happen. It’s going to be 
so worthwhile and I think it will completely 
change the nature of this area,” Dr Corcoran 
said. 

With around 80 per cent of land within the 
City of Melbourne under private ownership, 
the council’s ambition to green as much of the 
city as possible is limited. 

In an effort to mitigate the heat island effect 
and increase biodiversity, the Urban Forest 
Fund provides matched financial support to 
new greening projects on private property, such 
as gardens, tree planting, vertical greening or 
green roofs.

Dr Corcoran told Dockland News that the 
Victoria Point project represented the council’s 
largest funding allocation in the Urban Forest 
Fund’s history as it “fitted perfectly with their 
criteria”. 

The concreted Marvel Stadium concourse is 
identified as a hotspot in the council’s urban 
heat island effect studies due to its absorption 
and radiation of heat. As part of its commit-
ment to help limit global temperature rise to 
under two degrees Celsius by 2050, the council 
is constantly working to cool the city through 
greening projects. 

The council’s environment portfolio chair Cr 
Rohan Leppert said it was excited to support 
the project, which he said would deliver signif-
icant community, environmental and economic 
benefits to Docklands. 

“We know Docklands residents have been 
calling for more green space, and we’ll be work-
ing closely with the Victoria Point high-rise 
apartment owners’ corporation to transform 
this area of our city,” he said. 

“The plans for Victoria Point include new 
garden beds, vegetated mounds with native 
plants, native trees and new lawn seating.”

“We’re hopeful this project will create a 
green oasis in one of the busiest pedestrian 
thoroughfares in Docklands, providing shade 

Victoria Point’s green vision becomes a reality

and microclimate cooling benefits to make the 
area more enjoyable for the community.”

Group head precincts at Development 
Victoria Geoff Ward said it was pleased to sup-
port the residents of Victoria Point in reviving 
their corner of Docklands with a “fantastic new 
outdoor space”. 

“This is a great initiative generated by the 
community,” Mr Ward said. 

“The upgrades will encourage visitors to 
take advantage of the new space and will also 
provide a fantastic outdoor area for local busi-
nesses and residents of Victoria Point, while 
improving connections across the Docklands 
precinct.”

“There has been a strong emphasis on sus-

tainability in the design, with the new trees and 
plants chosen to reflect the indigenous flora of 
Docklands.”

“We want to congratulate the residents of 
Victoria Point – one of the longest standing 
buildings within Docklands – who have worked 
extremely hard to develop and design this 
project.”

“This initiative shows what the community 
in Docklands can do, bringing together neigh-
bours to deliver a project which will provide 
jobs during its construction, as well as deliv-
ering a fantastic new open space for them to 
enjoy.”

Through a women’s safety initiative by Plan 
Australia called Free To Be, Dr Corcoran said 

Marvel Stadium was also identified as an area 
where women didn’t feel safe. 

Having organised a Women’s Safety Walk 
with Plan Australia in 2018, she said women 
engaged with designers about their experiences 
of the area, which were fed into Victoria Point’s 
final designs for its garden. 

She said the OC was also in ongoing discus-
sions with the stadium’s owners the AFL as to it 
involvement in the project. She also added that 
she hoped the rejuvenation of the area would 
help support the garden’s abutting shopfronts, 
many of which have closed due to COVID-19. 

The project is due to be completed by July 
2022 •

 ▲ An illustrative plan of Victoria Point’s urban forest project.

We’re hopeful this project 
will create a green oasis in 
one of the busiest pedestrian 
thoroughfares in Docklands.

❝

❝

 ▲ The current garden beds next to Marvel Stadium. 
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ADVERTISEMENT
Your City of Melbourne community update

COVID-19 vaccine
If you are eligible, now is the time to book in for your COVID-19 vaccine. 
Having a safe and effective vaccine available in Australia helps protect 
you, your family and your community from coronavirus. To learn more, visit 
coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine

如果符合新冠疫苗接种资格，请尽快预约。在澳大利亚接种安全有效的疫苗，有助于保护个人、家庭和社区
免受新冠病毒的侵害。更多信息请访问：coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine

如果符合COVID-19疫苗施打資格，請儘快預約。在澳洲施打安全有效的疫苗，有助於保護個人、家庭和社
區免受新冠病毒的侵害。更多資訊請訪問：coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine

Haddii aad u qalanto, hadda ayaa ah waqtiga loo samaysto ballan talaalka COVID-19. 
Inaad qaadato talaalka laga hello Australia ee wax ku oolka ah wuxuu ka caawimaa 
adiga, qoyskaaga, iyo bulshadaada coronavirus-ka. Si aad wax badan uga ogaato, booqo 
coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine

Nếu hội đủ tiêu chuẩn, giờ đây là lúc quý vị lấy hẹn để được chủng ngừa COVID-19. Việc 
có sẵn thuốc chủng ngừa an toàn và hiệu quả ở Úc giúp bảo vệ quý vị, gia đình và cộng 
đồng của quý vị không bị bệnh coronavirus. Muốn biết thêm thông tin xin vào trang 
mạng  coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine

ن للحصول عىل لقاح كوفيد-19، الآن هو الوقت المناسب لحجز موعد لكم لأخذ اللقاح. يساعد توّفر لقاح آِمن  إذا كنتم مؤهل�ي
وس كورونا. لمعرفة المزيد، يُرجى زيارة الموقع  اليا عىل حمايتكم وحماية عائلتكم ومجتمعكم من ف�ي ي أس�ت

وفّعال �ن
 coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine ي

و�ن لك�ت الإ
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Preps celebrate 100 days of school in lockdown

Despite classes going digital, preps at Docklands 
Primary School did not let a significant mile-
stone go uncelebrated last month. 

The school’s 110 preps and teachers marked 
the first 100 days of learning by hosting a vir-
tual party which included parading in costumes 
during remote classes.

Prep teacher Bethany Tonkin said the “whole 
day was based around the number 100” to mark 
the momentous occasion.

“We did a range of activities during the day; 
they were so delighted,” she said.

“They’ve been looking forward to it for a 
long time, we’ve been counting since day one.”

“It’s really their only chance to see some of 
their friends. It’s a hard time for them but that 
is really special.”

Ms Tonkin said creative activities included 
preps transforming themselves into 100-year-
olds, doing 100 exercises, and  collecting 100 
things around their homes and taking photos.

While the day was fun, she said it was also a 
learning opportunity with preps able to “reflect 
on something that they’d learnt that they didn’t 
know 100 days ago”, as well as reading and writ-
ing 100 words. 

Ms Tonkin thanked the “wonderful” parents 
saying the day would not have been possible 
without their support as they balanced working 
from home and assisting their children’s learn-
ing during lockdowns.

In another celebration, the school hosted 
a hive of activities during Book Week  in 
August which helped preps stay engaged while 
learning from home.

Using the theme “Old Worlds, New Worlds, 
Other Worlds”, Ms Tonkin said preps dressed up 
as their favourite book character and “thought 
about all the worlds and places that books can 
take you”.

Meanwhile, the school was excited to receive 
a surprise letter from Deputy Premier and 

words by Brendan Rees 
EDUCATION

Education Minister James Merlino who con-
gratulated  Docklands Primary School after a 
photo of students was published on the cover of 
this year’s Victorian Budget papers.

“In my almost 20 years in the parliament, this 
is by far the best cover photo,” Mr Merlino said 
in his handwritten letter.

“And importantly, it’s reflective of the 
Victoria we want to see and the education sys-
tem we want to build – happy, engaged students 
in an excellent, supportive, and caring school.”

Principal Adam Bright was thrilled to share 
the letter on the school’s Facebook page, saying 
despite the challenging times amid continuous 
lockdowns, “our students have shown resilience, 
curiosity and a great love of learning”.

“Staff and families have worked together to 
provide the Docklands students with a great 
education and all the support they need during 
this difficult time,” he said.

Docklands Primary School is currently ac-
cepting enrolments for all students from Prep 
to Grade Six for 2022 •

For more information: 
docklands.ps@education.vic.gov.au

It’s really their only chance to 
see some of their friends. It’s 
a hard time for them but that 
is really special.

❝

❝

 ▲ A letter from Minister for Education James Merlino, with the cover of this year’s State Budget. 

 ▲ Students celebrate their 100th day learning from home. 

ESCALANEWQUAY.COM.AU

Construction started.

Move in early 2022.

 Save up to $40,000 

on stamp duty.*

Artist’s Impression

*Conditions apply

Urban living on a new scale
We'll Pay Your Owners Corporation Fees For Three Years*

An eclectic collection of innovative lofts, stylish apartments
and home offices designed by Six Degrees Architects. Featuring soaring 

double-height ceilings, light-filled living spaces,
abundant residential amenity and a vibrant new piazza. 

Contact Jeanne Yu 0466 412 738 or Adam Gao 0466 868 063 
to arrange your private inspection of the NewQuay Display Suite. 

REFINANCE YOUR 
HOME LOAN

Whatever your reason to refinance, 
make the switch today.

3,000$
CASHBACK#

RECEIVE

Available for refinance of loans of at least $250k with a max. LVR of 80%. 

BOQ Docklands
Josephine Tan, Owner-Manager*
0408 336 838* josephine.tan@boq.com.au
9248 0188* facebook.com/boqdocklndsmelb*
Mon-Thu 9:30am-4pm    Fri 9:30am-5pm    Sat-Sun Closed

Credit provided by Bank of Queensland Limited ABN 32 009 656 740 (BOQ) Australian Credit Licence Number 244616. Fees and charges payable. BOQ’s standard credit assessment criteria 
apply. Full terms and conditions at any BOQ branch. Interest rates quoted are indicative only, and are subject to change without notice. # Special limited time $3,000 cashback offer only 
available for new refinance applications received between Monday 12 October 2020 and Friday 28 May 2021. Must settle by Friday 27 August 2021. This offer is open to Australian residents 
aged 18 and over who are personal customers taking out a new home loan with BOQ, refinanced from another financial institution. Offer available on BOQ’s Clear Path, Economy, Intro Rate, 
or Fixed Rate home loan products only. Minimum total new lending of at least $250,000. Maximum loan-to-value ratio (LVR) of 80%. Not available for the refinance, restructure or switches 
of home loans within BOQ Group, which includes BOQ, Virgin Money (Australia) and BOQ Specialist. An applicant will be eligible for a maximum of one cashback payment during the offer 
period, regardless of the number of loan applications they are party to, provided the total amount drawn at settlement across all loans is at least $250,000. The cashback will be paid to the 
applicant’s BOQ transaction account within 30 days of the settlement date. For multiple home loan applicants the BOQ account needs to be in the name of at least one of the home loan 
applicants and the cashback will be paid only once to the applicants jointly. If you do not have an existing BOQ transaction account, one must be opened. Offer current as at 26/04/2021. This 
offer can be amended and/or withdrawn by BOQ at any time without notice. Applicants should seek their own tax advice in relation to the receipt of a cashback on settlement. Fees and charges 
payable. BOQ’s standard credit assessment criteria apply. Full home loan terms and conditions are available at any BOQ branch.
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Docklands “hit harder than anywhere else in Australia” amid lockdowns
Business owners in Docklands have been left on their knees after enduring yet another lockdown, leaving them two choices; close up or 
survive.  

It comes as Johanna Maxwell, president of 
the Docklands Chamber of Commerce, said 
Docklands had “been hit harder than anywhere 
else in Australia” with at least half of their 
member businesses having closed up.

“Right now, we aren’t even aware of who is 
reopening post lockdown,” she said, adding 
government grants had allowed some business-
es to “scrape by” while others are “just prolong-
ing the final closure”.

Mrs Maxwell said without office workers 
the residential population in Docklands was 
“nowhere near enough to support the range of 
businesses”.

She added the popular Docklands 
Dollars scheme – which was designed to attract 
people into Docklands and get them spending 
in restaurants, cafes, retail stores and hotels – 
had been “buzzing along very nicely” until the 
past two lockdowns hit.

“With travel being banned Docklands Dollars 
has dried to a dribble. We will of course make 
it flourish again, but the thing we have learnt 
is that momentum takes weeks or months to 
return.”  

City of Melbourne Lord Mayor Sally Capp 
said the latest lockdown had had “a devastating 
impact” on businesses with many making heart-
breaking decision of whether to close their 
doors for good.   

“Even most resilient of small business own-
ers are struggling to stay positive,” she said, 
as she reiterated calls for Melburnians  to get 
vaccinated “to reduce the likelihood of further 
lockdowns”. 

Among those suffering was Jeff Gordon, who 
owns and operates the Lady Cutler showboat 
cruise out of Central Pier. “We had bookings 
right through this period … where we have 
we’ve tried to push them forward where we can 
or refund them,” he told Docklands News.

“We want to stay in the game, we want to stay 
in the businesses.”

He said he appreciated “every bit of assis-
tance anybody can give us,” which included the 
City of Melbourne waiving an annual berthing 
fee but added, “We need to have a continued 
support package as we come back and get back 
on our feet again”.

“We’re a business that will survive but we’ll 
have major expenses in the near future. In two 
years’ time we have to pull the boat and do a 
flipping and that’s $200,000 we have to find.”

Mr Gordon said his “judgement would be 
that everybody’s boat business would be on the 
market at the moment either quietly or officially 
because the opportunity to make money over 
the last two years has been taken away”.

Lou Simonovski, who jointly runs the 
Swedish-inspired GoKotta KAFFE in the 
Batman’s Hill precinct, said a sharp fall in foot 
traffic meant its revenue was down 90 per cent 
on normal trade. 

“We used to open from 6am to 4pm every 
day, now we’re just closing up, one day it might 
be 12 o’clock, one day it might be 11am,” he said.

“There’s no need to keep paying electricity 
bills when no one’s coming through the doors.”

Mr Simonovski said he and his business 
partner Fatima Karimi had taken a pay cut and 
were “just chewing through our savings at the 
moment”.

“The thing that hurts us most is when we’re 
out of lockdown there is no support,” he said, 
adding a recent discounted parking offer from 
City of Melbourne that was available on week-
ends and after 4pm on weekdays did nothing to 
give local businesses a boost.

“If they really were to support their busi-
nesses they would be offering cheap parking 
for their full-time workers in order for them to 
come into the city.”

Angelo Theo and his wife Patty, who run 
two cafes in Docklands called Inner Rush and 
Focaccino, said they were “determined to stay 
open every day that we can” amid continued 
lockdowns.

“There’s nothing else I can do, we’re all in sur-
vival mode,” Mr Theo said, who was unable to 
apply for government support as his application 
for a grant in June was still being assessed.  

“I’m running around on my credit card. 
When we get a bit of income we pay a bit of a 
credit card and start again.”

Arina Kruglyakova from Melbourne Star 
Observation Wheel said lockdown six had had 
“a great impact” on their business with staff 
working on limited hours, but they remained 
“hopeful about the future” once restrictions had 
been lifted.

City of Melbourne councillor and Docklands 
resident Jamal Hakim said he felt for businesses 
owners who had become “emotionally exhaust-
ed”, and supporting local shops at this moment 
was “really, really important”. 

“It is a terrible situation, there’s no amount of 

words by Brendan Rees 
BUSINESS

financial help that will help them now they just 
need to trade, they just want to trade; it’s about 
livelihoods,” he said.

“The impact is not just financial, it’s also 
mental health and wellbeing and we need to 
continue to provide that holistic support to 
people.”

Cr Hakim said the council’s Business 
Concierge service, a  one-on-one advice and 
support to Melbourne businesses negatively 
impacted by COVID-19, had expanded and was 
having a “huge impact”.

Meanwhile, the Commonwealth and state 
government offered a new round of support 
for small- and medium-sized businesses 
most affected by the extension restrictions in 
Melbourne. 

Support included grants increasing from 

$10,000 to $14,000 for the Small Business 
COVID Hardship Fund  as well as payments 
of $2800 per week through the Business Costs 
Assistance Program.

Under the COVID-19 Disaster 
Payment, workers who have lost between eight 
to 20 hours work or a full day of work (over 
seven days) will get $450 and $750 for 20 hours 
or more of work lost. 

Payments of $5000, $10,000 and $20,000 
per week will be available to licensed hospital-
ity premises.

Victorian Chamber  of Commerce and 
Industry chief executive Paul Guerra said while 
he welcomed the support package the “harsh re-
ality is that there will be more business closures 
and jobs lost, no matter the financial support on 
offer” •

 ▲ Fatima Karimi.

 ▲ Jeff Gordon.  ▲ Patty Theo.
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Pearce Webster Dugdales      Level 4, 379 Collins Street, Melbourne      T 9614 5122      www.pearcewebster.com.au

Glenn Harvey answers your legal questions

Q.  My relationship with my spouse has broken down but how can l afford legal
represention ?

A.  There are various options including obtaining legal finance payable at the end of
your case when you receive your property settlement.

Please call to make an appointment for a FREE NO OBLIGATION 
30-minute Family Law Clinic via video conferencing or telephone.

Pearce Webster Dugdales  Working with individuals, families & business

Docklands’ “prettiest” garden

Docklands may have found its “pret-
tiest” garden after almost 14 years of 
dedication by an artistic local.

Annette Lockyer has amassed a 
mighty collection of plants on the 
fourth floor of the Nolan building, 
showcasing everything from Mexican 
blossom to “whirling butterflies”.

Back in 2007, shortly after she 
moved in with her husband, Ian, their 
building manager suggested they 
could help tend the existing gardens 
on the mezzanine floor.

Ms Lockyer said she pounced at 
the opportunity.

“Of course, he didn’t have to ask 
twice as shovel in hand I was in the 
garden like a flash,” she said.

“Well 14 years and more than 30 
roses later, we now have what I would 
consider, the prettiest garden in the 
Docklands.”

“We have managed to grow many 
plants that were always considered 
not suitable for Docklands due to the 
salty air.”

The garden showcases a wide vari-
ety of plants, including roses, azaleas, 
herbs, ginger lily, hibiscus, hydran-
gea, Mexican blossom, and banksia 
just to name a few.

The variety of colours and shapes 
on displays has also helped Ms 
Lockyer hone her ability in botanical 
drawing.

Now retired, the Lockyers moved 
from England to Sydney, then 
Sunbury and finally Docklands once 

all their children had moved out of 
home.

Ms Lockyer said the garden was 
“very English” but blended in native 
plants along with whatever was “on 
sale” at the plant shop – given every-
thing in the garden came out of her 
own pocket.

“It’s all been so successful that we 
are now revamping two more garden 
beds at the front of the mezzanine 
garden,” she said.

Asked what the secret to her green-
thumb success was, Ms Lockyer said 
it all came down to the occasional 
bug spray, water, “Miracle Growth” 
for the roses, and “Seasol” for the rest.

“We’ve just been really lucky to 
have everything work,” she said.

When it comes to Docklands, Ms 
Lockyer and her husband cannot get 
enough of it.

“I enjoy the whole lifestyle here. 
We’re so close to the city. It’s like you 
never turn back, it’s too nice!” 

Although Ms Lockyer wasn’t aware 
of any local gardening competitions, 
she said she wouldn’t hesitate to enter 
at the drop of a hat.

“Why not!” she said •

words by Spencer Fowler Steen 
COMMUNITY

 ▲ Annette Lockyer.         Photo: John Tadigiri.

Council seeks Greenline feedback

The City of Melbourne has asked for public feedback on 
the proposed $300 million Greenline project along the 
Yarra River’s Northbank.

Touted as one of the city’s biggest projects in recent 
decades, Greenline proposes a four-kilometre pedestrian 
and cyclist pathway from Birrarung Marr all the way to 
the Bolte Bridge.

Half of the project (the two-kilometre Northbank 
stretch from Spencer St to the Bolte) will be in Docklands.

And, until October 3, the council wants the public’s 
view on how it might look.

“It’s vital that we deliver projects in partnership with 
the community and stakeholders. That’s why we are seek-
ing feedback and ideas ahead of finalising detailed plans,” 
Lord Mayor Sally Capp said. 

“Take a look at our initial plans and get involved in 
shaping one of Melbourne’s most significant projects.”

Greenline was a key election pledge from Cr Capp, 
who made the project a key part of her 2018 by-election 
and 2020 general election strategies, winning on both 
occasions.

She has said it would represent Melbourne’s “biggest 
transformation” since the opening of Federation Square 
in 2002.

“Greenline will create one of the largest networks of 
green spaces in Melbourne – delivering a premier destina-
tion for workers, tourists and residents to enjoy,” she said 
on August 21. 

“New pedestrian boardwalks, parks, native plantings 
and a celebration of our Aboriginal heritage and culture 
will help to create a world-class river precinct which will 
attract more visitors and investment to our city.”

The four-kilometre trail is set to feature five key pre-
cincts, each separated on the basis of land management, 
activity and character attributes.

The two Docklands precincts were called “Maritime” 
(between Spencer St and Webb Bridge) and “Salt Water 
Wharf” (between Webb Bridge and the western end of 
Victoria Harbour).

The remaining three were called River Park, Yarro 
Yarro and Birrarung Marr.

Draft plans for the project released earlier this year were 
particularly critical of the Northbank’s current condition.

Despite possessing a “rich history and distinctive 
features”, it was described as of “poor quality”, “lacking 
activity”, “prone to safety and security issues”, and was an 
“overall underwhelming experience”.

It also noted that the northern side of the river did not 
compare favourably with Southbank, which was “sunny, 
attractive, and generally well-maintained pedestrianised 
public spaces and active building frontages”.

Floating wetlands trial
The council has also called on suitable companies to 

help deliver a “floating wetlands” project along the river. 
Identified in the City of Melbourne’s 2019 Yarra River 

Birrarung Strategy, the project proposed floating struc-
tures with vegetation at the water’s edge.

Citing examples in Chicago, San Antonio, Paris and 

New York, it would seek to restore biodiverse habitats 
along the river despite an urbanised edge that normally 
limited these opportunities. 

The council’s environment portfolio lead Cr Rohan 
Leppert said the trial would help protect the river’s native 
environment.

“The Yarra River – Birrarung is Melbourne’s most icon-
ic waterway and the foundation around which the entire 
city was built,” Cr Leppert said. 

“It’s vital that we explore new ways to protect the river 
environment so it can be enjoyed for generations to come. 
Through the floating wetlands trial, we will test how we 
can protect and support ecology and biodiversity along 
the riverbank. We’re calling for companies to get involved 
and help us design a better way to protect our river banks.”

To have your say on the Greenline project visit 
Participate Melbourne •

words by David Schout 
COUNCIL AFFAIRS

For more information: 
participate.melbourne.vic.gov.au

It’s vital that we deliver projects in 
partnership with the community 
and stakeholders. That’s why we 
are seeking feedback and ideas 
ahead of finalising detailed plans.

❝

❝
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A new date for the 
Alma’s return to water

The Alma Doepel’s long-awaited re-
turn to the Melbourne’s waterways 
has been delayed slightly, with a date 
between September 29 and October 1 
confirmed. 

The date is dependent on a special-
ty crane ship which makes a journey 
down Australia’s east coast to the 
Port of Melbourne just once every 
three months.

Alma Doepel restoration director 
Dr Peter Harris and his team will be 
at the mercy of the crane ship’s work-
load, and early estimates may need to 
“give or take a few days.”

According to Dr Harris, his team 
still has several logistical hurdles to 
overcome before the event, however, 
he expects that to sail smoothly and 
the occasion to do justice to a return 
10 painstaking restorative years in 
the making. 

“We will be able to finalise up a 
date once the crane ship leaves from 
Brisbane before its final stop in Port 
Kembla,” Dr Harris said. 

“There is still come planning 
to go with the City of Melbourne, 
Development Victoria and Lendlease 
as to how the event will look and how 
many people, COVID permitting, we 
will be able to have viewing.”

“There will be filming all through-
out the event, with time-lapse and 
drone footage, along with a streaming 
video with commentary which will 
be put together by Michael Smith 
from Spectre Films, who runs the sun 
theatre in Yarraville. He’s been a long 
supporter of ours.”

As the lowering of the ship is 
considered a maritime operation, 

COVID restrictions will not hinder 
the return date of the Alma, but it 
will, however, impact the ability of 
stakeholders, volunteers and interest-
ed onlookers to view the spectacle. 

The Lady Cutler will again be 
on hand, as a spectator vessel, with 
Dr Harris planning a promotional 
campaign to notify residents of 
Docklands, many with front row 
seats of the process. 

“There will be an exclusion zone 
of 100 metres around the ship, which 
the port security will impose, then 
when she goes into the water the 
crew will check everything off and 
the tug will tow the barge back to 
Victoria Dock,” Dr Harris said. 

“We will have a welcome event 
publicised to the residents in their 
apartments who are looking for 
something interesting out their win-
dows, but that will be dependent on 
COVID.”

“We will have the tugs providing a 
display coming into Victoria Harbour 
and hopefully some privately own 
boats to help lead the procession.”

The Alma Doepel’s return will be 
celebrated in an official re-launch 
on Friday, October 8 at the City of 
Melbourne marina lounge, coincid-
ing with the ship’s 119th birthday. 

All going well the ship will 
be moved across the harbour to 
NewQuay Promenade for the event, 
giving locals a chance for an up-close 
look at an integral piece of maritime 
history •

words by Jack Hayes 
MARITIME

For more information: 
almadoepel.com.au

Revival plan up in the air

The implementation of a major strategy to revive 
Docklands, including a long-term vision for the 100-year-
old Central Pier, continues to be hampered by COVID-19 
with authorities saying it remains a “working document”.

With Docklands being one of the hardest hit areas by 
the pandemic in Australia, desperation is growing for 
the precinct to find a way forward once it emerges from 
devastating lockdowns. 

In response, an activation strategy – a joint initiative 
by Development Victoria and City of Melbourne – was 
announced last July in a bid to identify new opportunities 
and events in Docklands as well as a sustained activation 
of its waterways to encourage visitors to “enjoy all it has 
to offer”.   

As part of the first phase of the strategy, events com-
pany Alto Cibum – whose projects include Puffing Billy, 
South Melbourne Market and Luna Park – was engaged to 
consult stakeholders including Docklands News to inform 
an activation report.

In addition to revitalising the precinct, issues such as a 
lack of car parking, community infrastructure and con-
nectivity between the major precincts were also believed 
to have been discussed.

The Melbourne Maritime Heritage Network also 
made a submission to the strategy by proposing a new 
Maritime Experiential Centre, which it said would trigger 
much-needed activation and visitation to Docklands.

It’s understood a draft strategy was due to be released 
in the months following before being pushed back to this 
year – but Development Victoria has since confirmed the 
strategy had always remained a “working document” be-
tween its organisation and the City of Melbourne.

It said consultation  with a range of stakeholders in 
Docklands in 2020 had been completed – with feedback 
to be used in developing the activation strategy report 
while consultation regarding Central Pier, including a 
redeveloped waterfront, would begin later this year.  

Docklands News understands the strategy had 
been signed off by Development Victoria earlier this year, 
until it was held off after the City of Melbourne wanted 
to ensure “additional measures” were included to help 
activate the precinct in the short-term.  

Meanwhile, it remains unknown whether the activation 
strategy (not including Central Pier) will be finalised for 
further stakeholder engagement, with Development 
Victoria saying the working document was being used to 
inform activation initiatives in Docklands.

Stakeholders now fear they have received mixed mes-
sages after being given assurance they would be sought 
for further comment by Development Victoria once the 
strategy had been finalised – but this has yet to occur.   

Development Victoria declined to say what recom-
mendations – if any – had been used to inform the 
strategy at this stage. Instead,  Group Head of Precincts 
at Development Victoria, Geoff Ward, said  Docklands’ 
activation strategy was “designed to create a range of 
events and opportunities to encourage people back to 
Docklands”.

“We remain committed to the strategy and we will keep 
looking for opportunities to support events and initia-
tives to bring visitors to Docklands,” he said.

“We have worked closely with the City of Melbourne 
and stakeholders such as the Docklands Chamber of 
Commerce to support a range of initiatives, including 
Docklands Dollars, and events such as the ‘Wonderland’ 
family event during the school holidays earlier in the year.”

In the meantime, Development Victoria said an 
“Activation Working Group” from the City of Melbourne 
and Development Victoria had been established and 
was “meeting regularly to identify opportunities for 
Docklands”.

In July, a City of Melbourne spokesperson said  it had 
welcomed feedback from Docklands residents and busi-
nesses in “guiding our activation of the area”.  However, 
when asked if the council was collecting submissions from 
residents to inform the strategy, it declined to comment, 
saying  Development Victoria was the leading authority 
behind the strategy.

Docklands Chamber of Commerce president 
Johanna Maxwell, who declined to discuss the strategy, 
said  Docklands needed to be reinvented and “we’re fo-
cussed on it being a destination rather than just existing 
to service the big corporates”.

“Long term, permanent activation of the harbour and 
short-term regular activations of the promenades will be 
our focus in the coming years,” she said.

Docklands News has been told by sources working on 
the strategy that there needed to be a “balance of real 
action” to give sustainable support for businesses rather 
than pitching ideas “for the sake of doing something”.    

A source from Alto Cibum, who requested anonym-
ity, said it had sent “quite a few” recommendations to 
Development Victoria.

“We gave it to them on time, there’s no delay from us 
… we’re out of it. It’s over in their court and I don’t know 
what’s happening,” the source said.

“We remain on hand to support them in any efforts or 
discussions they want with other stakeholders – we’re 
happy to facilitate those and we’re happy to facilitate any 
actions that they need done.”

“We’re emboldened by the amount of opportunity that 
sits in Docklands and undiscovered opportunity because 
it is a great space.”

Asked when consultation would take place for Central 
Pier, the source said, “We’re not briefed on it at all and it’s 
not part of anything we’ve been involved with”.

City of Melbourne councillor and creative Melbourne 
lead, Jamal Hakim, who is also a passionate Docklands 
resident, said it was his understanding that a draft strate-
gy or recommendations “should be coming up pretty soon 
for discussion at council.” 

He said while the council had supported Development 
Victoria “we did take any guidance from stakeholders and 
residents”, and he had not yet seen any feedback from the 
community.

Cr Hakim said repeated lockdowns had “really hurt 
Docklands” and City of Melbourne’s partnership with 
Development Victoria was “critical for making Docklands 
really happen”.

“It’s through combined efforts because we want to make 
sure Docklands is activated and we bring that buzz back to 
Docklands,” he said.

“There’s a keen eye on seeing Docklands succeed and 
supporting it and obviously there’s some fundamentals 
that need to be worked through.”

In terms of strategy report, Cr Hakim said “we haven’t 
really been briefed on it just yet,” but added any event, 
activation, and ways to attract business in Docklands was 
“going to require a concerted and quite a focused effort”.

“I imagine the strategy is more of a framework and 
then the things that activate it will be things that will be 
discussed with community rather than directed from the 
strategy,” he said. 

“[It’s also] thinking about who really gets the benefit out 
of Docklands and how we curate that calendar, and I think 
families are a big part of that.” •

words by Brendan Rees 
PLANNING



September 2021, Issue 178 11

Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no Docklands News

Family focused activities throughout the year, celebrating 

High staff to child ratio.

Discounted Daily parking at "The District"

Located - First Floor "The District" Docklands under 

many cultural festivals.

Melbourne Star Observation Wheel.

 

Opening hours:  7:30am to 6:15pm

Ph:  9670 0880 

admin@giraffedocklands.com.au

www.giraffedocklands.com.au

Enrol Now!
Giraffe Early Learning Centre Docklands

Extensive orientation period for families and children to

ensure an easy transition into care.

Beautiful and large outdoor play areas grouped by age.

Nutritious and variable meals, freshly prepared daily 

by our own in-house chef.

Lord Mayor Sally Capp switches Docklands for Carlton 
Carlton locals will now be rubbing shoulders with Lord Mayor Sally Capp who recently moved into the neighbourhood after a three-
year-stint in Docklands. 

words by Katie Johnson 
COMMUNITY

After her landlord wanted the 30th-floor 
Victoria Harbour rental back, the Lord Mayor 
and husband Andrew Sutherland were looking 
for a “different experience” and decided Carlton 
was the move. 

“In Carlton, we are back at ground level and 
feel that we are getting into the neighbourhood 
vibe,” the Lord Mayor said. 

“We are already on our way to becoming 
regulars for takeaway at a number of local 
restaurants including Capitano and Sushi Ten 
and buying fresh produce and sourdough loaves 
at Masani on weekend mornings.”

Since the move, Cr Capp said she had been 
enjoying walking around the Princes Park track 
–which she called the “Carlton Tan” – as well as 
the cemetery. 

“We’ve discovered amazing stories through 
our regular walks in the Melbourne Cemetery,” 
she said. 

“There are both tragic and uplifting tales of 
the people buried there that make Melbourne’s 
history very personal.” 

Having moved into Carlton during the lock-
down, the Lord Mayor was looking forward to 
neighbourhood institutions like Carlton Baths, 
La Mama, Melbourne Museum and Imax to 
open. 

She was also keen to sample the diverse range 
of food offerings the suburb has to offer. “Just 
down from us there are Japanese, Sri Lankan, 
Lebanese and Italian restaurants next door to 
each other; that’s Melbourne for you,” Cr Capp 
said.

“And of course, Carlton is a university 
precinct which means lots of young people 
challenging the status quo and on the quest for 
knowledge – and pubs when we open again.”

For those looking to indulge in some Carlton 
vs Docklands rivalry, like any good parent the 
Lord Mayor didn’t pick favourites.

She said that the she loved the “sky-high” 
experience at Docklands’ Victoria Harbour and 
would miss the library, water activities like kay-
aking and dragon-boating, as well as the gang at 
the local Docklands eatery Saluministi. 

“Living in Carlton is not better, or worse, it’s 
different,” the Lord Mayor said. 

“Where Docklands has water, Carlton has 
grass, lots of green open parks including 
Carlton Gardens, Princes Park, Argyle Square 
and Lincoln Square just to name a few.”

While vacancy rates in Docklands have de-

creased significantly since the peak of the pan-
demic, the Lord Mayor’s departure comes amid 
continued record movement in the inner-city 
rental market. 

SQM Property research figures from July 
showed vacancy rates in Docklands were 
running at more than six per cent. While this 
represents a significant decrease since October 
(18 per cent), experts say current rates are still 
elevated enough to put “downward pressure on 
rents”, and also highlight the continued effect 
of Airbnb listings coming off the rental market.

SQM director Louis Christopher told Domain 
that while vacancy rates had started to fall, they 
were still comparably high in most capital cities 

to what was usual.
“Before coronavirus hit, Southbank, 

Docklands and Melbourne’s CBD had a vacancy 
rate of about three or four per cent – which is 
pretty standard for that area,” he said. 

However despite her departure, the Lord 
Mayor said that she would continue returning 
to the suburb she had grown to love.  

“My partner Andrew and I are enjoying 
immersing ourselves into this new neighbour-
hood and meeting the locals with more to be 
uncovered and appreciated as the city reopens,” 
she said. 

“And we are regularly back in Docklands to 
get our water fix.” •

She said that the she loved 
the “sky-high” experience 

at Docklands’ Victoria 
Harbour and would 

miss the library, water 
activities like kayaking 
and dragon-boating, as 
well as the gang at the 
local Docklands eatery 

Saluministi. 
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“Intolerable”: Aircraft noise to be 
addressed by overdue agreement

Local residents have been disturbed 
by noise from helicopters and aircraft 
flying over the City of Melbourne for 
years, but an overdue agreement with 
flight operators could soon help keep 
the peace.

It comes amid ongoing complaints 
from Docklands and West Melbourne 
residents regarding increased op-
erations at a new helipad at the 
recently-completed Victoria Police 
headquarters at the corner of Spencer 
and LaTrobe streets. 

In 2016, the council agreed to de-
velop a Fly Neighbourly Agreement 
(FNA) with helicopter companies 
in an effort to reduce the impact of 
aircraft noise on residents.

The FNA committed to a process 
whereby council would review the 
agreement each year with a range of 
residents and stakeholders, includ-
ing aircraft operators, Airservice 
Australia, and Parks Victoria.

But these commitments were not 
fulfilled, and residents in the munici-
pality continue to endure “intolerable 
health impacts” from non-essential 
flights.

At a Future Melbourne Committee 
(FMC) meeting in February this 
year, it was found that the FNA had 
been quietly removed from the City 
of Melbourne website on the basis 
that it was an “expired document” 
following enquiries from the East 
Melbourne Group (EMG) in 2020.

In response to a public question 
to councillors in September 2020, a 
council officer-prepared statement 
notified the public that the FNA had 
become “largely dormant for two 
years”.

“Residents have continued to ex-
perience intolerable health impacts 
from non-essential flights since the 
abandonment of the Fly Neighbourly 
Agreement, with complaints to coun-
cil and councillors continuing,” Cr 
Rohan Leppert wrote in his notice of 
motion.

“Helicopters hovering in place 
above a residence for extended 
periods, during a joy flight over the 
sporting precinct that takes in neigh-
bouring residential areas, is the most 
common example of a flight pattern 

words by Spencer Fowler Steen 
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with harmful health effects for those 
on the ground.”

EMG president Ian Mitchell said 
that the East Melbourne community 
“suffers from hundreds of uncon-
trolled small planes and helicopters” 
every day. 

“On some days there are flights 
every two to three minutes. Many 
planes and helicopters do multiple 
circuits over our homes,” Mr Mitchell 
said.  

“This is one of the most densely 
populated parts of Melbourne with 
hospitals and a population which has 
many sick and elderly people.”  

“This has serious impacts on the 
health of people and their ability to 
enjoy using their homes and gardens.”

Sarah Wallace, a West Melbourne 
resident, recently voiced her concern 
regarding noise from helicopters on 
the Planning Alerts website.

“Residents have been enduring an 
increasing level of afterhours noise 
caused by the operation of Police 
helicopters around the sky above 313 
Spencer St, West Melbourne,” she 
said.

While pointing out that residents 
were not “anti-police”, Ms Wallace 
said they had an “inalienable right” to 
rest, sleep, rest and rejuvenate after 
work, highlighting that the night-
time noise from helicopters was 
impacting their mental and physical 
health.

A City of Melbourne spokesperson 
told Docklands News that the council 
was continuing to explore options for 
a Fly Neighbourly Agreement with 
local operators.

“While the council does not have 
regulatory control over aircraft flight 
within the municipality, we will 
continue to play a role to educate and 
seek voluntary commitments from 
flight operators,” the spokesperson 
said.

Docklands News understands the 
agreement would seek to ensure that 
helicopters do not excessively hover 
and fly below 100 metres.

The agreement would also not seek 
to influence flights by emergency and 
essential flight operators.

However, Docklands News under-
stands ongoing lockdowns and re-
strictions have limited and impacted 
discussions between council and 
local operators •

Councillor’s federal politics bid  
could pave way for city first

City of Melbourne Cr Roshena Campbell has begun a bid 
to enter Federal Parliament, in a move that could see her 
replaced by Town Hall’s first ever indigenous councillor. 

Cr Campbell is one of several candidates seeking Liberal 
Party preselection in the outer-eastern seat of Casey for 
the upcoming federal election. 

Should she be successful, Wiradjuri man Professor Mark 
McMillan would be elected to the City of Melbourne via 
countback. 

Professor McMillan was third on Lord Mayor Sally 
Capp’s ticket in last year’s election, behind Cr Campbell 
(second) and Town Hall’s current longest-serving council-
lor Kevin Louey (first).

And while Team Capp did not receive the required 30 
per cent of votes to ensure his place on council, being next 
on the ticket would see him take the position vacated by 
Ms Campbell.  

Professor McMillan has worked in the area of human 
rights, in particular for indigenous Australians, and 
has held positions as Deputy Pro Vice-Chancellor at 
RMIT University and Associate Professor of Law at the 
University of Melbourne.

Should Cr Campbell earn preselection, his elevation 
would be significant. 

In 2016, Brooke Wandin was initially elected as the 
City of Melbourne’s first indigenous councillor, but 
stood down after it was discovered she did not live at 
the Kensington address she had nominated when register-
ing for election.

Professor McMillian at this stage did not wish to speak 
about a potential countback. 

For Cr Campbell, preselection success would see her 
quit as councillor less than 12 months into the role.

The seat of Casey was due to be vacated by outgoing 
Speaker Tony Smith, and preselection was set to take 
place in September (although COVID-19 restrictions 
could see it delayed).

Casey has been a Liberal seat for the past 37 years, the 
last 20 of which have been held by Mr Smith.

Should Cr Campbell’s bid for preselection be successful, 
the 36-year-old would then have a strong chance of secur-
ing a lower house seat in Canberra. 

However, the Coalition holds Casey by a margin of just 
4.6 per cent, and it is expected to be a close contest on 
election day — due between now and May 2022.

Cr Campbell told Docklands News she was currently 
“unable to comment unfortunately under the Liberal 
Party preselection rules” •

words by David Schout 
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Locked-down hobby-artist finds solace in waterfront sketch  

A hobby-artist looking to reconnect with her favourite 
pastime of paddling has captured a magical winter sunset 
on the Docklands waterfront.

With no escape from the July/August lockdown and 
“really missing” her friends from the  Docklands-based 
Southern Storm Paddle Club, Pamie Fung decided to 
sketch her teammates on a dragon boat paddling out to-
wards a spectacular sunset. 

“I just wanted to remember what it’s like [to be] on a 
boat over the water, looking at the Bolte Bridge, working 
hard together,” she said. 

“I know how much we love the training … and it’s a 
place where all your worries from work can slide away.”

Using a photo of the Docklands waterfront because she 
lives more than five kilometres away, Ms Fung spent hours 
at home creating her heartening piece. 

“We’re a small club that’s growing in numbers and so 
we know each other well and we care about each other,” 
she said. 

“We’re like a family and I miss it. I thought about all of 
us so that’s why I drew the picture.”

Like many community clubs, the lockdown has brought 
sports to a grinding halt  including the activities of the 
Docklands-based Southern Storm which has postponed 
its training and competitions. 

As its members eagerly await to return to the water 

they have remained in contact over WhatsApp while also 
checking on each other’s wellbeing.

Ms Fung’s sketch had also given hope to members who 
described her work as “beautiful” after it was shared on 
the club’s Facebook page.

“We’re all missing our teammates and training, and we 
find ways to connect,” a post from the club said.

“Love the sentiments and honoured to be a part of the 
crew with you,” the post read of Ms Fung.

“Looking forward to be back at the Hub with everyone 
soon!” 

While grateful for the club’s kind words, Ms Fung 
modestly insisted “there’s no talent” in her work, and she 
sketches “on the occasion” or as gifts for friends or family 

•

words by Brendan Rees 
ARTS & CULTURE
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Victorian Ombudsman 
probes spoil sites for  
West Gate Tunnel Project

The Victorian Ombudsman has 
launched an investigation into the 
Environment Protection Authority’s 
(EPA) decision to approve sites to 
receive spoil from the West Gate 
Tunnel Project.

It follows community concern over 
where tonnes of spoil from the $6.7 
billion project linking the West Gate 
Freeway in Yarraville and Citylink in 
Docklands will be located, as well as 
complaints made to the Ombudsman’s 
office about the project. 

The EPA initially approved envi-
ronment management plans for three 
sites to receive the spoil generated 
from tunnel boring machines. 

But in December 2020, it revoked 
the decisions following challenges in 
the Supreme Court from community 
groups.

In early 2021,  the EPA ap-
proved  new  environment manage-
ment plans for the same three sites to 
receive spoil from the project. 

Victorian  Ombudsman Deborah 
Glass said  the  probe  would  inves-
tigate  the adequacy of the EPA’s 
decision-making.  

“I am concerned  without  the 
actions of the community groups, 
the  deficiencies in the EPA’s deci-
sions  may not have been identi-
fied,” Ms Glass said. 

“The community deserves to 
know  if  correct  processes were 
followed  when it came  to  decid-
ing where tonnes of spoil could be dis-
posed of, especially given the proxim-
ity to homes.”

While making it clear that the 
investigation cannot stop the con-
struction of the West Gate Tunnel, 
nor make binding orders about where 
the spoil should go, Ms Glass said she 
was aware of the “strength” of some 
community feeling in this matter.

West  Gate Tunnel  Project’s 
builders, John Holland CPB 
Joint Venture,  selected  the  Hi-
Quality Quarry site in Bulla  in June 
this year to receive the spoil. 

The investigation will consider 
whether the EPA considered human 
rights identified in the Charter of 
Human Rights and Responsibilities 
Act 2006, whether it considered 
principles set out in the Environment 
Protection Act 1970 and the EPA’s 
decision-making in approving spoil 
sites.

Ms Glass’s investigation is separate 

and unrelated to the Supreme Court 
action by a group of residents and a 
council in Melbourne’s west against 
the state government over plans to 
dump soil contaminated with poten-
tially carcinogenic PFAS chemicals 
from the West Gate Tunnel.

EPA CEO Lee Miezis said the 
EPA was aware of the Victorian 
Ombudsman’s investigation into the 
approval processes for sites bidding 
to receive spoil from the project.

“EPA will co-operate with the 
investigation. The Ombudsman can 
expect the EPA’s full collaboration 
and we will share all necessary infor-
mation,” Mr Miezis said.

“As this investigation is now under 
way, EPA has no further comments at 
this time.’’

The investigation is  expected to 
be completed by the end of 2021. Ms 
Glass will  then report to Parliament 
and the public on her findings.   
Ms Glass  is seeking  submis-
sions  from  identified  community 
groups.  

The investigation follows new 
rules released by the state govern-
ment last year about how toxic soil is 
handled.

The new code allowed landfill op-
erators to handle contaminated soil 
provided they have an “environmen-
tal management plan” that has been 
approved by the EPA •

words by Spencer Fowler Steen 
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“The community 
deserves to know 

if correct processes 
were followed 

when it came to 
deciding where 
tonnes of spoil 

could be disposed 
of, especially given 

the proximity to 
homes.”

Discount dining scheme set to return 
after injecting $40m into the city  

The  City of Melbourne’s popular Melbourne Money 
scheme – which pumped $40 million into the city’s econ-
omy – is set to return for “another round” once the sixth 
lockdown ends.    

Councillors voted unanimously in support of bringing 
back the scheme at the Future Melbourne Committee 
(FMC) meeting on August 17 after cafes, bars, and restau-
rants reported “experiencing a noticeable increase” in 
customers when the program ran from June 11 to July 13.  

The scheme was launched in a bid to lure visitors back 
to Melbourne and reactivate the city as it emerged from 
rolling lockdowns, with diners able to claim a 20 per cent 
rebate on their meals when they spent between $50 and 
$500 within the municipality.         

A total of 270,216 claims were made as part of the pro-
gram with the average claim being $149, according to a 
council report presented at the FMC meeting.  

The average rebate was $30 with 66 per cent of claims 
made by visitors from outside the municipality. Overall, 
the scheme contributed $40 million in economic stimulus. 

The CBD topped the list for claims at popular din-
ing destinations followed by Carlton, Southbank and 
Docklands.   

The results also showed that three in every four 
Melbourne Money participants had come to the city spe-
cifically to go out for meals or drinks while 85 per cent of 
all claimants indicated that Melbourne Money was “a key 
factor in their decision” to visit the city.    

Activity also “increased much more quickly” during 
the program compared to February after the state 
plunged into its second lockdown.  

Speaking at the council meeting, Deputy Lord Mayor 
Nicholas Reece said Melbourne Money had provided a 
“vital lifeline” for restaurants and eateries at “the time of 
greatest need”. 

“I think Melbourne Money has been one of the best in-
ventions or innovations to come out of this crisis,” he said. 

“It really has been a lifeline for so many businesses,” he 
said. “I can only hope that Melbourne Money will contin-
ue in some form.”  

Lord Mayor Sally Capp also hailed the scheme a success, 
saying it delivered the “most value possible to hospitality 
businesses”. 

City activation portfolio lead  Cr  Roshena  Campbell 
said the council was aware that many businesses had paid 
a “high price” due to repeated lockdowns and Melbourne 
Money was “one of the most important things” to help the 
city bounce back.

“I want businesses to know that we are working hard 
here to bring this vision back; that we’ve had great success 
and that we will do everything we can to make sure that 
Melbourne comes back to life as quickly as possible,” Cr 
Campbell said.  

The City of Melbourne will work with the state govern-
ment to deliver round two of Melbourne Money “as soon 
as possible” after the state’s sixth lockdown ended.  

Lou Simonovski, who runs gokotta KAFFE, said the 
scheme made no difference to his sales because customers 
hardly spent $50 to claim a rebate on their meals.  

“We’re just a little coffee shop café. Even if you get two 
people to come in here to have brunch, juices, coffees, it 
doesn’t hit the $50 mark,” he said, adding the minimum 
spend should be $20 to incentivise customers. 

“There was only one person in that whole promotion 
that was able to claim anything because they bought one 
bag of coffee which totalled to $54.

“Melbourne technically used to be the coffee capital of 
Australia – with so many coffee shops, who in their right 
mind is going to hit $50?” 

Johanna Maxwell, president of the Docklands 
Chamber of Commerce, said Melbourne Money had been 
a “wonderful initiative” and would like to see it along 
with the Docklands Dollars scheme continued but added, 
“long term it is going to require a rethink on Docklands to 
emerge” from the pandemic. 

When the scheme was launched in June the state 
government provided $7.4  million, while  the City of 
Melbourne contributed $1.2 million •

words by Brendan Rees 
BUSINESS

 ▲ Lou Simonovski with his business partner Fatima Karimi of gokotta KAFFE. Mr Simonovski says Melbourne Money needs improvement.
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Dr Michael Edgley from Docklands Health

Head to Docklands Health  
to get expert care from a 
passionate team of allied  
health professionals. 

Led by Dr Michael Edgley, Docklands 
Health has gone from strength to 
strength over 10 years, helping 
patients access treatment that is  
as fast, holistic and cost-effective  
as possible. 

‘At first it was just two of us in a tiny 
room. Ten years on, we have about 
13 practitioners across all sorts of 
disciplines, including chiropractic care, 
physiotherapy, psychology, nutrition, 
podiatry and pilates,’ Mike said.

‘When people injure themselves they 
often go to the GP, then somewhere 
else, and somewhere else, trying to 
get better. Then they start the whole 
process again.

‘Working together with all sorts of 
practitioners under one roof, we can 
get people better faster, cost them 
less money and get them back to life. 
That’s what we strive to provide – 
streamlined health care.’

Mike said he loves running his business 
so much that it almost feels like it isn’t 
a job. 

One of his favourite things has been 
seeing the local community grow up 
alongside Docklands itself.

‘Over 10 years, I’ve seen families 
grow up and workers progress up the 
corporate ladder. We know couples 
who’ve got married and had children 
who now attend Docklands Primary 
School, which didn’t even exist a few 
years ago. I really appreciate this 
aspect of the job,’ Mike said.

‘If the pandemic had occurred eight 
years ago, Docklands really would’ve 
struggled, but the community groups 
– like those formed through Library 
at the Dock, Probus and Rotary – are 
now quite well established. This helps 
people feel more connected.’

Like all businesses, Docklands Health 
has felt the impact of COVID-19. 
However, alongside all the challenges 
of the pandemic, there have also been 
some silver linings.

‘COVID-19 has affected our business 
dramatically, especially last year. We 
used to see lots of corporate people 
and that changed overnight. But now 
we see many more local people, which 
is great,’ Mike said.

‘During the second lockdown, we were 
often the only people our patients 
would see and so we became a bit of  
a hub of communication.

‘We’d be treating people who lived in 
different towers and passing on bits of 
news. It has been a real privilege to be 
there as a resource for the community 
through the pandemic.’

Running Docklands Health during 
COVID-19 has also presented some 
opportunities for local collaboration. 

Mike recently arranged a get-together 
of local health practitioners to mark 
Men’s Health Week and plans are 
underway for a women’s health 
talk featuring experts in fields like 
occupational therapy and mental 
health.

‘It’s great to be able to collaborate like 
this for the community. It would’ve 
been more difficult to do pre-COVID. 
Nowadays people really want to make 
connections and widen their reach,’ 
Mike said.

‘Looking to the future, our plans are 
to continue to grow and provide the 
best service we can, and hopefully 
expand. Having more locations, more 
practitioners and more disciplines will 
help us serve people even better.’

Docklands Health has been 
recognised in this year’s Lord Mayor’s 
Commendations, a program that 
celebrates the vast contributions small 
businesses make to our city.

‘Thank you so much to the City of 
Melbourne for this recognition in the 
Lord Mayor’s Commendations,’  
Mike said.

‘I think the council has been fantastic 
through the pandemic. The resources 
and individual support they provide 
for small businesses to help us stay 
connected to the community are great.

‘The experience has reminded us that 
we’re all just people, working together 
and doing our best.’

For more information, visit 
melbourne.vic.gov.au/
commendations

HONOURS FOR 
DOCKLANDS 
HOLISTIC  
HEALTH HUB

LORD MAYOR’S COMMENDATIONS
ADVERTISEMENT

Your City of Melbourne community update

IN-BRIEF
WINDOW SHOPPING
More than 75 empty shopfronts 
will be transformed into makers’ 
spaces, art installations and  
pop-up shops to boost foot 
traffic and bring the buzz back 
to the city. Shopfronts in Lygon 
Street, Docklands and CBD  
east will be revitalised in the  
$2.6 million program, part of the 
City of Melbourne and Victorian 
Government $100m Melbourne 
City Recovery Fund.

MONEY WELL SPENT
Melburnians have claimed 
millions in cash back through 
the Melbourne Money dining 
discount program, with funds 
from the $8.4 million scheme 
exhausted in less than five 
weeks. More than 270,000 meals 
were rebated, amounting to  
$40 million flowing to more  
than 3000 city restaurants,  
cafes and bars. 

BUSINESS SUPPORT 
Do you run a local business? For 
one-on-one advice, contact our 
Business Concierge team on 
9658 9658 (press 1 for business) 
or enquire online, and subscribe 
to our Business in Melbourne 
newsletter for regular updates, 
opportunities and activities 
for city businesses. Sign up at 
melbourne.vic.gov.au/business

COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Watch meetings live from 
wherever you are thanks to our 
live-streaming capability. Tune 
in live or catch up later. Find all 
the details about Council and 
committee meetings at 
melbourne.vic.gov.au/
aboutcouncil
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ABOUT THE LORD MAYOR’S COMMENDATIONS
The business owners showcased on 
these pages are recipients of this 
year’s Lord Mayor’s Commendations. 
Each has operated in the City of 
Melbourne for 10 or more years. 

The commendations, established in 
2005, recognise how important small 
businesses are to the city’s prosperity 
and liveability. 

Photographic exhibitions celebrating 
this year’s winners are on display in 
September at the Block Arcade and 
City Library on Flinders Lane.

To read our full profiles on 
these businesses and more, visit 
magazine.melbourne.vic.gov.au 

CAMILLA GOUGH
If you’ve ever wandered 
through the gothic halls of 
Melbourne’s iconic Manchester 
Unity Building, you may have 
seen Camilla Gough at work 
- a master jeweller who turns 
stories into tiny, exquisite works 
of art. 

For more than 25 years, Camilla 
has created uniquely personal, 100 
per cent handcrafted jewellery for 
customers seeking a memento of 
love or loss, or simply a beautiful 
piece to treasure. 

Camilla works with gold, diamonds 
and precious gems, with a particular 
focus on rare and coloured 
diamonds. 

Her commissions evoke landscapes, 
flowers, architecture, ocean 
shorelines and even rockpools, 
designed in response to customer 
stories. It’s meticulous work and full 
of detail.

‘I love hearing people’s stories, 
which are sometimes deeply 
personal. After these conversations, I 
write and draw to develop a design,’ 
Camilla said.

‘To come and get a piece of 
jewellery commissioned takes a 
sense of courage. Sitting opposite 
a craftsperson having to express 
yourself isn’t for everyone. But 
there’s a magical vibe around it.’

DOMAIN DRY 
CLEANERS 
John Athanasiou jokes about 
working in a small shop space, 
but vast, bejewelled worlds 
crowd into this dry cleaning 
business in South Yarra. 

Precious costumes from Frozen, a 
gown from Kylie Minogue – all find 
their way to Domain Dry Cleaners.  

Many of Australia’s leading performing 
arts companies such as Opera 
Australia and Melbourne Theatre 
Company trust John’s expertise in 
cleaning their elaborate costumes.  

‘We did the Australian Ballet for 
40 years. We’re doing Harry Potter 
and the Cursed Child and Frozen… 
and we’ve done many international 
bands too,’ John said. 

A second-generation family-run 
business, Domain Dry Cleaners has 
been a South Yarra landmark for 
more than 40 years. John’s father 
George opened its doors in the 1970s. 

While it’s hard work, John has 
a warm and amusing approach 
when looking back over his 
accomplishments. 

‘I break out in a sweat with some 
costumes. Aladdin was full-on – 
covered in beads, velvets, silks, that 
was challenging,’ he said.  

‘Kylie Minogue’s dress – they wanted 
it the same day. It was fully pleated 
and I just had to shut the shop and 
dedicate my day to that.’

VERTIGO HIGH 
ACCESS SPECIALISTS 
North Melbourne may be home 
base for the team at Vertigo High 
Access Specialists, but its expert 
climbers soar high and roam far.

For 30 years, this rope access trades 
business has inspected, cleaned and 
installed safety systems at some of 
Victoria’s tallest and best-known 
structures. 

‘We recently assisted with the 
replacement of all the speakers 
and lights at the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground,’ Vertigo Director and CEO 
John Dollisson said. 

‘We’ve done most of the big signs 
around Melbourne. Probably our 
biggest claim to fame is designing 
access systems on the roof of 
buildings so people can get down the 
sides to clean and replace windows.’ 

Vertigo’s gallery of images is 
not for the faint-hearted. Expert 
team members appear as tiny 
figures dotting the vast roof of a 
sports stadium or against a wind 
turbine. Their ropes stretch across 
treacherous seas, to help maintain 
offshore rigs. 

‘We’ve had four core guys who’ve 
been with us almost the whole time. 
The key thing is to find good people 
and hold on to them.’

Information and events in this publication 
are current at the time of printing. 
Subsequent changes may occur.  
All photos taken in line with health and 
safety guidelines.

PAPA GINO’S 
When Gino and Silvana 
Brosca met working in a 
northern Italian bar in the 
1950s, it sparked a family 
legacy culminating in Carlton 
institution Papa Gino’s –  
which they opened together  
in 1973. 

‘Food and serving people runs  
deep for the Broscas,’ the couple’s 
son and Papa Gino’s owner Alex 
Brosca said. 

‘All the kids and grandkids do a stint 
working part-time at Papa Gino’s.  

‘Some stay, and some go on to  
other things. Everyone comes back  
for a feed.’ 

When asked what sets them apart, 
Alex says it’s the sense of family.  

‘When we started, we were one  
of only a handful of pizza 
restaurants in the city, and we 
became a popular eating spot for 
neighbourhood locals. 

‘We’re still serving the locals,  
despite the demographics  
changing somewhat.

‘A lot of the faithfuls we still 
welcome by name, and we enjoy 
meeting new students as they make 
Carlton their home each year. 

‘COVID has had an impact but we’ve 
sailed through downturns before 
and can do the same this time.’
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Toy libraries at risk of closure after council funding cut  

Toy libraries in Docklands, Carlton, and 
Kensington are facing closure after the City 
of Melbourne chose not to fund their Social 
Innovations Grant application.  

As a not-for-profit, volunteer-run organi-
sation which lends toys to families who need 
them, the libraries depend completely on short-
term grants from the council.

Melbourne Communities Toy Library pres-
ident Emily Corcoran said that with a lack of 
permanent funding this issue has been a long 
time coming.

“We’ve been funded through a series of short-
term grants with the idea that we would even-
tually become self-sufficient which was never 
going to work for a toy library,” Ms Corcoran 
said.

“Libraries are not-for profit – we’re having to 
charge substantial member fees and are still not 
running at a profit.”

The 20-year-old Kensington branch has 
recently been forced to shut after the council 
was unable to find a new location while the new 
Kensington Recreation Centre is redeveloped.

Ms Corcoran said that this was not a matter 
of council being “malicious”, but showed that 
there was a lack of interest in ensuring the toy 
libraries survived.

“It’s like we operate as a silo and have been 

told that we need to sort ourselves out and op-
erate independent from council,” Ms Corcoran 
said.

“There’s a lack of knowledge and care here, 
and a lack of understanding about the benefits 
of the library.”

Having served the community for the past 20 
years, the libraries have been a crucial resource 
for inner city families who need access to toys.

The libraries operate as a source of connec-
tion for immigrant families, and also those 
concerned about the environmental waste of 
purchasing large, plastic toys.

Ms Corcoran said the popularity of the librar-
ies showed how many families valued them.

“With our last round of funding we opened 

the Docklands branch, and despite COVID 
challenges and the space only being open four 
hours a week, we’ve had a flood of 50 families 
who regularly access it,” Ms Corcoran said.

“We’re all about bringing the community 
together through play so we want to provide a 
point of connection for parents where they can 
come together, meet other people and relax.”

“It’s a great resource to combat some of the 
mental health issues parents face.”

Ms Corcoran said that she has received many 
emails of support from people who used the 
libraries including foster carers, maternal child 
health nurses, new immigrant families and 
workers in the CBD who saw the value in the 
service.  

“Families in the inner city are time poor, have 
less space and are concerned about the environ-
mental impact toy waste can cause so they have 
been lobbying council,” Ms Corcoran said.

As it stands, the toys from the now-closed 
Kensington Toy Library will now need to be 
“piled high” at the Carlton site which has a two-
year licence.

But Ms Corcoran said there was a clear 
solution which the council hadn’t properly 
considered.

“With all of the recently closed businesses 
leaving empty shops in the CBD, council could 
easily make us part of the street level activation 
of shopping strips,” Ms Corcoran said.

“If we’re given a shop front, we’re a low-cost 
way to being families and the community back 
to the city and spending their money locally.”

A City of Melbourne spokesperson said they 
were working with the toy library to find a new 
location for the Kensington site. 

“Melbourne Community Toy Libraries ap-
plied for funding under the Social Partnerships 
program for a project that would deliver a 
facilitated playgroup for local families,” the 
spokesperson said. 

“The project was not recommended for 
funding as council offers a similar playgroup 
program that has vacancies available.”

“We recognise the important role toy librar-
ies play in our community and are working with 
the organisation to help find a new location for 
the Kensington toy library.” •

words by Katie Johnson 
COUNCIL AFFAIRS

The smell of Vegemite 
recognised for heritage value

Drivers passing over the Westgate Bridge will 
know the aroma well.

And now, the City of Melbourne has agreed 
the smell of Vegemite had “intangible cultural 
heritage”.

As part a move to protect heritage in 
Fishermans Bend, council management agreed 
with the National Trust of Australia (Victoria) 
that the distinct aroma from the former 
Kraft Factory in Port Melbourne should be 
recognised.

“If [the] manufacture of Vegemite were to 
cease at the site in the future, it is important 
that the distinctive smell should remain a rec-
ognised part of the site’s history that could be 
referenced in any future historical interpreta-
tion,” it said. 

According to the National Trust, the smell 
of Australia’s most iconic spread was “an ex-
cellent example of intangible cultural heritage 
and allows the purpose of the building to be 
understood”.

Now owned by Bega, the factory at 1 Vegemite 
Way has produced Vegemite since the 1920s. 

Earlier this year the factory was among three 
sites nominated for heritage protection as part 
of the council’s independent heritage review of 
Fishermans Bend.

Shed 21 in Docklands and the former SEC 
Electricity Substation in Port Melbourne were 
also recognised, as “important reminders of 
Victoria’s wartime industrialisation and post-
war prosperity”.

Public submissions were sought in July, and 
the National Trust wanted to recognise the 
“other” sensory qualities of the factory. 

In most cases, heritage protection recognised 
the historical and aesthetic importance of a 
location. 

However, the National Trust noted there 
were “numerous examples internationally of 
efforts to recognise and protect” the “sounds 
and smells” of cultural landscapes. 

Council management agreed that the distinc-
tive smell should remain a recognised part of 
the site’s history

However, it stopped short of adding a new 
sentence to the site’s “statement of significance”, 
which was used in future planning decisions of 
heritage locations. 

Council planning chair Cr Nicholas Reece 
said it was not appropriate to require any future 
development to respond to the distinctive smell 
created by the current site.

“While we appreciate the attachment, many 
people have towards the distinctive smell of 
the beloved spread that emanates from the 
Fishermans Bend factory, it is not considered 
appropriate to tie a smell to the ongoing use of 
the land,” the Deputy Lord Mayor said. 

“Vegemite might be the spread that starts the 
nation, but it shouldn’t be the smell that stops 
the future development of Fishermans Bend. 
We do acknowledge the distinctive smell as a 
recognised part of the site’s history and we hope 
the site continues to be a happy little Vegemite 
for decades to come.”

At the August 17 Future Melbourne 
Committee meeting, Cr Reece said it was im-
portant to recognise and protect the heritage 
value of Fishermans Bend — Australia’s largest 
urban renewal project — as the area underwent 
large-scale renewal. 

“Fishermans Bend is indeed an important 
heritage area for not just the City of Melbourne, 
but Greater Melbourne and Victoria,” he said.

“It is, of course, the location of Melbourne’s 
first airport. It’s also the place where aeroplanes 
were made during World War II and of course, 
was the location where the first Holden car 
rolled off the production line. And, to this 
day, is the place where Australia’s favourite 
breakfast spread, Vegemite, is made. There are 
countless stories from Australia’s industrial 
and working history which are to be found in 
Fishermans Bend.”

Public submissions will now be referred to 
an independent panel appointed by Minister 
for Planning •

words by David Schout 
HERITAGE

Vacant shopfronts to be revived in Docklands

A host of empty Docklands shopfronts are set 
to be transformed into space for artists, artisans 
and entrepreneurs. 

In a move to revitalise areas hit hard by 
COVID-19, empty shopfronts will be converted 
into creative spaces, bespoke displays and pop-
up shops.

The $2.6 million joint Victorian Government 
and City of Melbourne program will initially 
target three areas with the highest vacancy rates 
across the city— Docklands, the CBD’s eastern 
end and Carlton (Lygon St).

These areas were deemed “most in need” of 
activation via data collected through monthly 
vacant shopfront audits and anecdotal evidence.

Specifically, in Docklands, the council has 
singled out Victoria Harbour and New Quay as 
areas in particular need of energising.  

The program would see both short-term 
activations — including lighting and artwork 
in the shopfront, and window displays of prod-
ucts from local businesses — to longer-term 
12-month tenancies for small or micro business-
es to get into the market on “favourable rental 
terms”.

The council’s business chair Cr Kevin Louey 
said while repeated lockdowns were disheart-
ening, it was important the council was proac-
tive when the city reopened. 

“It’s a spiralling effect we’re going through 
at the moment,” he said at an August 3 Future 
Melbourne Committee meeting, just two days 
before Melbourne entered its sixth lockdown 
period.  

“I think as the days and if not weeks and 
months go past … the unpredictability of what 
will happen in the future, I think we need to be 
able to give some confidence to these precincts 
that at least we will provide some activity, try 

and generate pedestrian traffic and get things 
happening to make it more inviting.”

A panel of suppliers has been appointed 
to work with commercial property owners, 
leasing agents and businesses with vacant or 
underused spaces.

These suppliers will then connect owners 
and agents with creatives and entrepreneurs to 
provide flexible, short-term licence agreements.

If done well, the council believes the program 
will be a win-win for both parties. 

In May, around one in five shops across the 
City of Melbourne were vacant or temporarily 
closed due to COVID-19. 

A survey of more than 400 businesses within 
the area indicated that more than seven in 10 
were under “immense stress” and “only just 
surviving”, while a similar number indicated it 
would take more than a year for their business 
to recover.

The City of Melbourne has also said it was 
“likely that the vacancy rate will rise as a result 
of subsequent lockdowns”.

Cr Louey said some of the vacancy figures 
were “scary”.

“I think it’s evident that as we walk around 
the city today, that it’s disheartening to see the 
amount of devastation and the vacancies in the 
retail sector, particularly I’ve spent a great deal 
of my life in Chinatown and I knew most of — 
actually all of — the big operators that have had 
to close in the last 12 months and it’s very sad 
that those successful operators that have been 
there 30 to 40 years have now gone and the 
premises are vacant.”

Cr Louey noted, however, that some new city 
businesses had opened their doors in recent 
months, in a development that spoke to an on-
going “confidence within the city”.

The council said it was open to expanding 
the shopfront activation program into new 
areas, and that management was due to report 
back on progress in February 2022 •

words by David Schout 
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Quiet achiever is as passionate as ever

While he may have been 
around Town Hall for more 
than 20 years, Cr Kevin Louey 
said that the pandemic had 
meant “throwing the rule book 
out” when it came to being on 
council.

Combined with eight years working as former 
Lord Mayor John So’s chief of staff, the fourth 
term councillor has more experience at the City 
of Melbourne than just about anyone.

But while the devastation that COVID-19 
has caused on Melbourne continues to dampen 
many people’s spirits, Cr Louey is as passionate 
as ever to put his experience to good use for the 
city’s residents and businesses. 

Stemming from his days working for John 
So, he’s earned a reputation as a councillor 
for his ability to network and get things done 
behind the scenes. In his words as part of a 
Councillor Profile in 2015, he told CBD News it 
was the “small things, the non-sexy stuff”. 

While Cr Louey’s never one to grandstand 
and seldom will he speak at council meetings, 
he said he was “always available” to get his 

“hands dirty” by working collaboratively to 
achieve good outcomes for locals. 

“I’m definitely not here for the sexy stuff! 
But since the pandemic, there is no manual that 
you can pick up to being on council, I think you 
can forget it,” he said. “I have been around for a 
while and I’m available.”

“I always like to get my hands dirty, because 
keep in mind that’s where I came from working 
behind the scenes with John So where we’d 
take notes, log things and take action. When 
you spent eight years on the outside, you col-
laborate and you work together. We tend to like 
doing things on the ground, not in the office.” 

“If people want to pick up the phone, if there 
is a bureaucracy issue with council, sometimes 
it’s minor, but as long as you put it in the right 
basket someone will look after it.”

“Residents are our very cheap version of pre-
cinct managers on the ground and they’re not 
scared and certainly not shy in raising issues 
with us. We all want to try and help.”

Heading into last year’s council elections, 
there was plenty of intrigue as to whether Cr 
Louey would go around again for a fourth term, 
and if so, which team he’d throw his support 
behind. 

Having negotiated the first spot on former 
Lord Mayor Robert Doyle’s tickets at previous 
council elections, his experience and influence 
proved telling again when he ran first on Lord 
Mayor Sally Capp’s winning team in 2020.  

He praised the current group of councillors 
and said it was Sally Capp’s ability to bring 
people together and get things done for the city 
that were his prime motivations in opting to 
run with Team Capp.  

“She’s [Sally Capp’s] a great leader. She works 
very well with the government of the day and 
has been great as the spokesperson. It’s about 
deliverables and she’s able to deliver,” he said. 

“It is a great, workable council. It’s non-con-
troversial. The pandemic has helped to open 
people’s eyes to look at the much bigger things 
rather than the small issues. Sally is certainly 
more than qualified. She’s proven in terms of 
being able to work with residents or business.”

With a strong background in business and the 
Chinese market, Cr Louey’s expertise is being 
put to good use again as chair of the council’s 
business and global opportunities portfolio, 
and deputy lead on small business. He is also 
the City of Melbourne’s appointment to the ad-
visory committees Enterprise Melbourne Pty 
Ltd and Business Partner City Network.

His deep understanding of the cultural and 
business etiquette required to operate success-
fully in China has been central to the council’s 
strong relationship with the Chinese communi-
ty over many years. 

While the pandemic may have seen Australia’s 
relationship with China impacted adversely, Cr 

Louey said with the City of Melbourne’s own 
office based in Tianjin, Melbourne was well-
placed to pick up where it left off once borders 
were reopened. 

But while international students, tourists 
and workers continue to be sorely missed in 
Melbourne, he said the council was continuing 
to “look local” in its pursuit of rebuilding the 
city post-COVID. 

In praising the council’s management led by 
its CEO Justin Hanney, Cr Louey said it was 
his firm belief that Melbourne had all of the 
dynamics to bounce back from the pandemic 
bigger and better than ever

“In local government we’re very grassroots. 
We feel every bit of pain that our residents and 
businesses feel. The ‘three R’s’ are almost I’d say 
out, and we need to look as a capital city gov-
ernment and be more creative. I don’t have the 
answers by the way!” he said. 

“As a council, we’re lucky that we’ve got a 
CEO with great relationships with the state 
government and he works with the state very, 
very well. They’ve got high regards for him – 
[Mr Hanney is] a man who is on a mission and 
he will complete his mission.” 

“We’ve got all the major drivers [to bounce 
back]. We’ve got the bones to grow from. It’s a 
lifestyle here in Melbourne.” 

“The council is committed to the regrowth, 
we’ve positioned our budget to support our 
businesses but we need to get the traffic back. 
We have a council committed to supporting our 
businesses and residents through this pandem-
ic.” •

❝

❝

Green shoots in Batman’s Hill
For some time now, it’s been impossible to avoid COVID-19 related news. I have deliberately avoided writing about anything COVID 
except in passing because I suspect everyone is as over it as I am. Sadly, I’m about to cave!

Docklands News and other outlets have men-
tioned on a number of occasions that Docklands 
is one of the worst-hit areas in Australia in 
terms of the number of street front businesses 
that have closed. Dwelling on the associated 
pain and damage it has no doubt done to peo-
ple’s lives is heartbreaking. With the current 
lockdown and the Delta variant seemingly 
unstoppable, it’s difficult to see an end-point at 
times.  

Nevertheless, the end will come and I’ve been 
wandering the local streets wondering what 
Batman’s Hill (and the rest of Docklands) will 
look like when it does. Amid the gloom I’ve 
actually been struck by what I optimistically 
perceive as “green shoots” which gives me some 
hope that while Docklands may not be what it 
was, it will be just as good, but different.  

During the past few months in Batman’s Hill 
I’ve noticed a number of businesses and build-
ings which appear to be looking up rather than 
down. I want to highlight them in an attempt 
to focus on a positive future rather than the 
depressing present.

I’ll start with the renovations which have 
been going on for many months at the old 
AMP building on the corner of Collins St 
and Batman’s Hill Drive. Turns out it is now a 
Monash University campus which appears to be 
awaiting the return of international students. I 
always think that university students bring a lot 
of life and activity to an area so I am pleased to 

see this facility awaiting their presence. 
Not far away, down on Village St, a large 

O-Bento sushi restaurant has just opened. It 
appears to be a very expensive fit-out and I’ve 
no doubt that it serves up great sushi. I’ve yet to 
try it out, but certainly will.

The Melbourne Quarter development on 
Collins St is beavering away at its next tower 
which will include an extension to the existing 
sky park as well as extending the forecourt. It’s 
not due for completion until 2024, but never-
theless, it’s good to see work under way. 

Still in Melbourne Quarter, there’s a little lan-
eway tucked away off the Collins St forecourt 
called Gunpowder Walk where a few businesses 
have just opened; Destination Roll which ap-
pears to serve Asian-inspired rolls, and a barber 
– Da Barber House. Adjacent to the laneway is 
another new sushi shop; Sushi Sushi. 

Again, on Village St, number seven near the 
corner of McCrae St, a dental practice has just 
opened and it appears the rest of the space is 
awaiting occupation by a medical practice. 

On McCrae St adjacent to the entrance of 
the Village V1 building a laundromat is being 
installed which looks like it will be opening 
imminently. I’ll be using that to wash and dry 
my doona!

On top of the multi-storey Siddley St car-
park, they have started work on the urban sky-
farm that was proposed a few years ago. It is 
supposed to include a working farm, bee hives, 

a licensed café and an eco-education centre. 
That will be a very interesting addition to the 
area once finished.

Just down the road from there, scaffolding 
and a large crane have just gone up on the 
Flinders St side of the old World Trade Centre 
and it appears the interior has been gutted.  
There have been a few proposals over the years 
for redevelopment but exactly what is going to 
occur, I’m not sure. I enquired but they were 
pretty closed-mouth about it.    

While it is moving very slowly, preparatory 
work has started on Seafarers Residences which 
is the hotel/apartment development to be built 
above the refurbished Goods Shed 5 next to the 
Mission to Seafarers building. I’m guessing that 
due to the substantial hotel component they are 
not in too much of a hurry to finish for obvious 
reasons.

For those into skin art, it looks like a tattoo 
studio (T.Ink Tattoo Studio) might be immi-
nently opening on Waterview Walk at the 
base of the Watergate apartments. Around the 
corner, on the Bourke St side of the Watergate 
apartments Ginger Leaf Thai restaurant had 
been closed for some time. It now appears 
to have reopened with a pared-back interior 
fit-out. 

Lastly, I’ve noticed that the heritage-listed 
Queen’s Warehouse, which formerly held the 
incredible Fox Classic Car Museum, has been 
tidied up and cars moved back into it after 

having been empty for a couple of years. I hope 
this means the car museum will shortly be re-
opening. It is a pretty amazing collection. There 
was supposed to be a new building constructed 
adjacent to the warehouse to expand the collec-
tion but I believe the site has to be remediated 
prior to construction beginning. Here’s hoping 
there’s some movement on that front soon.

So, all in all there is quite a bit of action in 
Batman’s Hill which must be a positive sign. 
I clearly don’t know the background behind 
some of these business decisions; while some 
may have been forced into action by contractual 
obligations, I prefer to think that they are a sign 
of things to come. 

Here’s to hoping that in the next few months 
life in Docklands will again start to approach 
something resembling normalcy and that the 
locals and the local businesses will again be 
thriving •
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Life is short - don’t let time (limitation periods) slip away …
The Supreme Court of Victoria 
recently decided in a case 
involving a large residential 
building complex on St 
Kilda Rd to deny the joinder 
of individual lot owners to 
a building claim already 
commenced by the owners’ 
corporation (OC), on the basis 
they were out of time to do so.

The Building Act 1993 provides that a claim for 
defective building work must be filed within 10 
years of the date of issue of an occupancy per-
mit for the relevant building work. Where it is 
defective building work that relates to cladding, 
an amendment of the legislation extends this 
time limit to 12 years.

In the case before the Court, the OC filed a 
claim in VCAT against Lendlease, the builder of 
the apartment complex. The claim included an 

allegation that a large metal louvre screen that 
was bolted to the building was defective and 
rusting.

Lendlease argued in VCAT that the OC did 
not own the entirety of the purportedly defec-
tive metal louvre system, and therefore the OC 
could not maintain its claim against Lendlease 
for full rectification.

The OC sought in response to remedy the po-
sition they found themselves in, by applying to 
join all 137 owners affected by the louvre metal 
screen to cover all bases. 

In the joinder application the OCs submitted 
that they always believed the louvre system was 
located on common property, and it was not 
until Lendlease in its defence raised the issue 
that parts of the louvre system were located 
on individual lots that the OCs obtained evi-
dence from a licensed surveyor. That evidence 
disclosed that 411 louvres were entirely within 
private property, 468 were either wholly or 
partly within common property, and a further 
43 were “projected screens” which lay outside 
the plan of sub-division and were owned nei-
ther as common property nor private lot.

VCAT permitted the joinder of the lot own-
ers, but on appeal to the Supreme Court this 

was challenged. 
The issue is that with this building there 

were four occupancy permits issued, because 
the construction work was staged. This is not 
uncommon in Victoria.

The Supreme Court correctly confirmed that 
the “FINAL Occupancy Permit” is the relevant 
occupancy permit for limitation purposes. 
Therefore, the proceeding commenced by 
the OCs was commenced within time, being 
within the 10-year period from the issue of the 
occupancy permit that covered the whole of the 
building.

However, the individual owners that were 
later joined to the proceedings were said to be 
joined more than 12 years after the occupancy 
permit had been issued. Although VCAT per-
mitted the joinder, the Supreme Court reversed 
that decision because they were out of time to 
claim against Lendlease.

This decision now means that the OC can 
only maintain its claim over part of the de-
fective metal louvre screening (the part that is 
comprised within common property).

There is a cautionary tale for OCs less than 10 
years old that arise out of this case. Firstly, time 
limitation periods must be properly analysed 

and determined because Courts will not res-
cue you if you let the time period expire. OCs 
should make sure they know their dates.

Secondly, once the defects report is prepared, 
the OC should always engage a surveyor to 
determine whether the defects are comprised 
wholly within lot property or common proper-
ty, or mixed. This is critically important because 
lawyers acting for builders and developers have 
celebrated this case and it is now well known 
in construction law circles. This decision will 
be used time and again to knock out building 
claims brought by OCs in Victoria and up and 
down the country. The industry therefore needs 
to proceed very carefully and deliberately in 
response to protect itself •

SKYPAD LIVING

Vertical village strategic futures
As from December 1, 2021, owners’ 
corporations (OCs) with 50 or more 
lots must have an approved and 
funded maintenance plan – but is 
this sufficient for vertical village 
planning?
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it must be noted that while OC volunteer committee 
members are often highly skilled, strategic planning facil-
itation and design is not everyone’s strong suite. 

On the flipside, however, our vertical living sector 
offers great scope for collaboration. As we are not com-
peting businesses, there is wonderful opportunity for 
OCs to work together on devising approaches to strategic 
planning suited to our context – as well as opportunity 
to share insights on different approaches to common 
challenges. What this could manifest is, that rather than 
each OC being a silo strategic planner, the leveraging of 
our community status.

For the doubters, this willingness to share between OCs 
was demonstrated during COVID-19, where many com-
mittee members reached out to other OCs to ask questions 
about approaches to public health orders. Frank discus-
sions were had comparing directions taken in different 
apartment buildings – How are you handling closing 
gyms? What is your messaging? Extra security? etc.  

In fact, it was a direct result of these informal discus-
sions between OCs in Docklands that saw a webinar host-
ed by the Docklands Representative Group (DRG) on (the 
ironically titled) “Coming out of COVID for OCs”. This 
featured strata lawyer Tom Bacon, and representatives 
from the Department of Justice and Community Safety 
who answered questions raised by OCs on managing 
high-rise residences during COVID-19.    

What is also significant is that informal discussions 
between different OCs continue, now expanding to issues 
like insurance renewals (excess for windows?), engaging 
new OC managers (tendering tips) and cladding (help!).  

However, while these individual conversations are 
undoubtedly useful, what is becoming apparent is that 
more is needed. More both in terms of how many more 
OC committee members wish to engage in these sorts of 
exchanges, and more in terms of the depth of information 
and assistance available – because while it is great to 
share between ourselves, some situations require external 
expertise (such as approaches to cladding replacements). 

So here is the thing. Our volunteer OC committees are 
responsible for significant assets and sizeable commu-
nities. We all face very similar challenges and currently 
there is little guidance for planning the future of our 
vertical villages or scope for sharing insights to common 
challenges. But there are moves afoot – with interest 
growing for a forum which could bring together collegial 
interactions mixed with expert guidance • 

Many vertical villages in the City of Melbourne have long 
had maintenance plans, which identified major capital 
items due for repair or replacement and their estimated 
costs – so this requirement for an approved and funded 
maintenance plan brings no real change. 

But what this requirement has sparked in some OCs is a 
deeper discussion about planning, with the gist being that 
while a funded maintenance plan is undoubtedly needed, 
it is far from sufficient. 

This is because OCs control assets (our apartment 
buildings) valued in the hundreds of millions, with as-
sociated decisions affecting the daily lives of hundreds 
of residents. So, while it is well and good to have a plan 
to repair or replace capital items over the next decade, 
there are critical questions about a vertical village’s future 
which remain unattended or, at least, not often formally 
captured. 

These questions go to what sort of vertical village yours 
should become. Should you aim to differentiate your ver-
tical village as environmentally sustainable? This would 
mean that suites of activities, such as electric vehicle re-
charging, would likely become a priority. Or perhaps your 
focus is upon financial management, meaning that there 
will be priority given to information systems, detailed 
monitoring and reporting, and aggressive sector scanning 
for comparisons.

What is needed is identification of owners’ and resi-
dents’ values, and when translated, this should guide OCs 
in determining overarching priorities and approaches. 

In other sectors, this information is captured and inte-
grated in a strategic plan, which explicitly states where an 
organisation wants to be and defines the strategies to get 
there. It requires articulating a vision and the underpin-
ning goals and developing approaches to achieve these. 
Strategic planning is a well-established process and there 
is a mountain of material to guide businesses and, more 
recently, not-for-profits. Regrettably, there is little assis-
tance tailored to OCs,  which are very different entities 
(with a distinct ethos) than are businesses or even not-for-
profit service providers. 

This means that, for those OCs wishing to undertake 
such forward planning, they will likely need to develop 
their own approaches. This could see each OC inventing 
and reinventing their own strategic planning process, 
including designing a method to engage owner-residents 
in the process – without “opening Pandora’s Box”!  And 

If you could have one wish, 
what would it be … 

Would you turn back time to relive 
a glorious past, or perhaps launch 
into the future for a glimpse of what 
could be?

Would you stop the devastation 
of world hunger, or wish for the 
winning numbers in a life-changing 
lottery? 

Would you wish someone could 
mend your broken heart, or would 
you wish you could soar through the 
sky with the wings of a bird? Tell me, 
what would you wish for?

It feels like the wish that every-
one is wishing right now is for the 
end of lockdown. But before you 
offer that as your wish, please dig 
deeper. Lockdown is an annoyance, 
a disruption – but ultimately an 
action of protection. Yes, it feels 
like being a child sent to our rooms 
for something we didn’t do – it feels 
unfair, and exhausting. But choose a 
wish much more powerful than that, 
choose a wish that you can manifest, 
one that will bring you great comfort 
and peace.

This is what I have been doing. 
Wishing for something that will 
bring me great peace. And it helps. 
It helps because I have my goal to 
work for, and I have my timeline in 
mind. And I am able to use this time 
in lockdown, to build and manifest 
this wish. Yes, I’ve had to dig deeper 
to find it. And yes, I have had to fight 
feeling overwhelmed and overcome 
by lockdowns. By the time you read 
this, I will have celebrated a “Big 0” 
birthday in lockdown – not in the 
style I imagined. And my son will 
have celebrated a “you’re now an 
adult” birthday in lockdown – not 
with the party he planned. But while 
this is not what we wanted, the wish 
I am wishing is not for lockdown to 
end.

ABBY’S ANGLE

It’s quite simply to find my path 
to be the best version of me I can be. 
And I am using this time in lockdown, 
to sit quietly and reflect on who I 
thought I would be. And I’m asking 
myself some pretty honest questions, 
and I’m putting some plans in place to 
get me to where I think I should be. I 
think it’s called self-discovery, and it’s 
the wish that I wish we could all have. 
You see, through self-discovery we 
can learn why we do things, why we 
fight things, why we feel rebellious 
or fearful or shy. We discover what 
is important to us, and how we want 
to feel. We assess our own values, and 
shine a light on our truths. And if we 
were all enlightened, well maybe our 
wishes could come true. 

An enlightened world would 
resolve world hunger, and solve the 
disputes of the earth. There would 
be no need for wishes to escape this 
moment to live in the past, nor the 
future. No broken hearts, but only 
hearts soaring like birds. My wish is 
we all could find contentment, love 
for each other, protection of our 
community, and patience with our 
own hearts. ship’s

My wish is we use this time wisely, 
and we have the strength to emerge 
from restrictions better for the time 
spent on ourselves. So, tell me, what 
do you wish for … • 

Abby Crawford
LIFE@
DOCKLANDSNEWS.
COM.AU

❝

❝
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Changing direction: Koorie artist turns road 
signs into jewellery 

As part of the Koorie 
Heritage Trust’s Blak 

Design initiative, 11 First 
Nations artists will present 
their handmade jewellery 

at a contemporary 
exhibition celebrating 

indigenous design. 

words by Katie Johnson 

Blak Jewellery: Finding Past, Linking Present 
will run from September 4 to November 14 
at the Koorie Heritage Trust Yarra building, if 
COVID restrictions allow.  

First Nations artist Lisa Waup said the six-
week Blak Design program leading up to the 
exhibition had been “life changing”. 

“I was a student at RMIT back in the ‘90s and 
I always used to look longingly at the smithing 
department that used to be down in the base-
ment,” Ms Waup said. 

“It’s always been a dream of mine, so I jumped 
at the opportunity to work with masters in the 
field.”

“I feel incredibly fortunate, and the support 
has been mind-blowing.” 

As the first of its kind in Australia, the Blak 
Design program was created to provide a plat-
form for nurturing sustainable, indigenous-led 
design businesses. 

Ms Waup, along with 10 other artists, took 
part in six-weeks of hands-on jewellery design 
and making workshops under the guidance of 
jewellers Blanche Tilden and Laura Deakin, as 
well as small business skills tutorials. 

With a passion for gold and silver smithing, 
Ms Waup honed her skills over the course of the 
program to produce her final work, Our Way, 
using custom-made aluminium traffic signs.  

“I was interested in using everyday objects to 
create a new meaning, and in this case Our Way 
explores the power and peril of traffic direction 
and warning signs and their ability to control 
and disorientate First Nations people on their 
own land,” Ms Waup said. 

“Historically these signs are marks of vio-

lence, control and racism, and for me its in-
spiring me to disrupt, undo and fracture their 
original ambition.”

As a woman of Italian, Gunditjmara and 
Torres Strait Islander descent, Ms Waup was in-
spired to alter the symbology of the signs after 
she found one lying on the side of the road. 

Creating three pieces of jewellery, her inten-
tion was to take a “symbol of oppression and 
spin it to a positive direction of liberation”. 

“I wanted to take a stagnant western sign and 
create an immersive experience for the viewer 
which moved backwards into family, culture 
and country and forward into the future,” Ms 
Waup said. 

Our Way consists of three works – a bracelet, 
a neck piece and a pair of earrings – which are 
all cut out of one square of a direction sign. 

Ms Waup said that by using every part of 
the square, the jewellery was sustainable and 
zero-waste. 

“I hand-sawed a square bracelet, and inside 
that square I’ve cut the neck piece out, and 
within that neck piece I’ve cut a circle in the 
middle of it which I’ve divided into two to 
make the pair of earrings,” Ms Waup said. 

“There was a lot of sawing and filing so it 
doesn’t fit perfectly but they come together 
as the idea of the text was to pull it apart and 
change its direction.”

Another artist, Kait James, said the program 
had been an incredible way to honour her 
love and connection to her ancestors and her 
country. 

“What I love most about the program is how 
we’ve all learnt the same incredible skills using 
different materials, then used them to turn our 
stories into jewellery and wearable art that is so 

different from each other,” Ms James said. 
“My work has been based around my love 

of sheoaks or ngarri in Wadawurrung, and the 
connections to my ancestors. Using different 
material to look at form and movement but also 
combining my love of colour to create various 
different pendants and necklaces.’’

Koorie Heritage Trust CEO Tom Mosby said 
Blak design was a celebration of First Nations 
innovation within the Victorian design space. 

“Blak Design is the continuation of a series 
of projects and discourse the KHT has deliv-
ered since 2014, exploring Australian contem-
porary First Nations design,” Mr Mosby said. 

“These projects aim to promote First Nations 
design principles and best practice methodol-
ogies and theories to the broader design com-
munity while supporting and mentoring First 
Nations designers.” • 

Looking back at the Mission 
via a set of postcards
Only recently, we were alerted to an online auction of the original 
glass plates of the Rose Stenograph Company – one of Australia’s 
most significant historical photo collections.  

words by Sue Dight - CEO

In the collection there were more than 100,000 
pieces, of which more than 7000 are glass neg-
atives, a technology that still beats the modern 
digital world today.

The collection is without question, a most 
significant historical collection and the Mission 
was included in it as one of the architectural 
gems. 

Held  by the family of one of the country’s 
earliest photographic companies The Rose 
Stereophonic Company, it spanned five gen-
erations and 140 years. The collection dates 
back to 1880 and featured photographs of Ned 
Kelly’s armour, baby photos of Queen Elizabeth 
II and the landing at Gallipoli.

After the rise of cinema and a decline in 
stereograph popularity, it went onto become 
a photographic postcard business, capturing 
significant landmarks and historical moments 
nationally and internationally.

The images of the Mission are dated some 
time between 1919 and 1926. We know this as 
the Dome was completed in 1919 and the side of 
the building next to the Chapel on the left, had 
tennis courts installed in 1926. They show the 
Chapel as it was before some of the beautiful 
stained-glass windows were dedicated to the 
men and women who either served or were 
served by the Ladies Harbour Guild.

Also of great interest is the Main Hall. Some 
of the furniture is still in the Mission, such as 

the piano for entertaining, we hold some of the 
paintings in our collection, and four of the orig-
inal thonet chairs (in very poor repair).  Most 
went out in a clear-out in the 1970s.

The seafarers in the pictures are doing ex-
actly what they do when they come to visit us 
(when they are allowed ashore) – reading, con-
tacting loved ones at home, relaxing. Missing is 
the bar – that was only introduced as a “shop for 
comforts” back in the 1930s. 

Of the 7000 glass negatives there were five 
of the Mission and we managed to win four of 
them at the auction (if you have the fifth  we 
would be pleased to have this also). We will be 
making some new postcards from the negatives, 
and some of the other images from our archive. 

The Mission to Seafarers Victoria (MtSV) 
collection spans from the late 1800s to the 
present day. It comprises documents, books, 
photographs and objects, and is recognised 
as having state and national significance.  As 
soon as lockdown is over we will have a new 
exhibition from our digital collection Voyager. 
Everyone is welcome to come to view this free 
exhibition.

Voyager was photographed by Simon Burton 
who joined the MtSV as a volunteer in 2016 to 
offer his social welfare skills. He started as a 
bus driver transporting the seafarers on shore 
leave to the Mission then became a ship visitor 
to provide counselling and practical support to 
crew unable to leave their vessels. His approach 
was to wait in the ship’s galley until a seafarer 

came in for a break and started a conversation. 
The loneliness they feel make them willing 
to make a connection with a stranger. Every 
seafarer has a compelling story. 

The project Voyager is a series of images that 
vividly  captures each seafarer’s individuality 
and provides them with an opportunity to 
speak for themselves. These editorials have 
since been used by the Mission across a range of 
media platforms to help raise awareness about 
the relatively unknown individuals who play 
such a vital role but hidden role for our com-
munity. Where would Melbourne be without 
the 60,000 tons of coffee beans delivered by sea 
each year.

Of course, the pandemic has changed 
everything and onboard visits have ceased. 
However, the Mission has quickly regrouped 
and developed an innovative contactless online 
shopping service that enables crews to order 
essential supplies while at sea to collect when 

docked. We deliver these supplies and continue 
to document the increasingly difficult circum-
stances  that seafarers  are experiencing during 
our briefest of encounters.   Our shopping for 
the crews to date in 2021 exceeds $250,000. 

Please assist us by dropping into the box 
on our front porch any spare sturdy, clean 
shopping bags so we can pack up not only the 
shopping, but the care packs we supply. We are 
also appealing for any hand-knitted beanies you 
may have available. A hand-knitted item warms 
the heart as well as the head as it shows some-
one cares •

Get in touch if you have any 
questions:
missiontoseafarers.com.au
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The arteries of Docklands
Before the construction of the Southern Cross Station’s wavy 
roof, Marvel Stadium or even the blocky 1960s building that 
dominated the west end of Spencer St, this 1950s photograph 
shows the heart and arteries of Docklands.

The aerial photo shows the layout of the west 
end of the CBD. The whole area that would lat-
er become the Collins St extension and Marvel 
Stadium are dominated here by row upon row 
of railway tracks and sheds of the Spencer 
Street Railway Yards. Several notable buildings 
can be seen in the image. Closer to the Yarra, are 
the viaduct and the Flinders Street Fish Market, 
which would be demolished before the decade 
ended. On the far top-right corner of the rail-
way yards is the gasometer of the Melbourne 
Gas Station, which had been providing energy 
to Melburnians for almost 100 years. The lon-
gest shed in the yard is likely the No. 2 Goods 
Shed, one of the few structures from the yards 
that survives today.

Spencer Street Station was opened on January 
13, 1859 with the first train from Melbourne 
to Williamstown. By the 1950s it was a major 
hub for both passengers and freight. According 
to the 1953 yearly report for the Victorian 
Railways (Victoria’s rail authority until 1983) 
more than nine million tonnes of goods and 
livestock were hauled into the railway yards 
during the year ending June 30, 1953. Passenger 
traffic for country journeys totalled more than 
7.8 million and traffic for suburban journeys 
was just shy of 155 million. They would have 
included nine-to-five workers rushing to their 
office jobs, tourists visiting the city, families 
seeing relatives in the country, football fans 
eager to spend a Saturday arvo at Corio Oval, 
Victoria Park or Windy Hill, or punters going 
to the races at Flemington. 

Generally, many of the suburban and country 
trains stopped at the platforms closer to Spencer 
St. The other railway lines on the right of pho-
tograph were used for freight and cargo, either 

to deliver items to the docks, or to send imports 
across the state. Unseen in the photograph is the 
subway tunnel that helped passengers get from 
Platforms 11 to 14 to the exit. The railways had 
been electrified in the 1920s and the majority of 
the state’s rail was the wide 5 foot 3 inch gauge, 
while other states varied. Passengers for Sydney 
would take a four-hour trip to Albury aboard 
the steam (later diesel) locomotive, Spirit of 
Progress, before switching to the New South 
Wales train that ran along the standard four 
foot eight-and-a-half-inch gauge for the rest of 
the journey.

Even then, Spencer Street Station was always 
in the shadow of its older, more glamourous 
sister at Flinders St. A constant complaint about 
Spencer St at the time was that it was seen as 
an aging eyesore in an ever-modernising city, 
especially as there hadn’t been a major overhaul 
to the main building in decades. The Herald in 
1946 (September 20), described the place as “a 
terminal point of ugliness”. By 1953 the same 
newspaper (October 2) poked fun, saying it 
provided “a great deal of antiquarian interest 
for those who wish to study the austerities of 
travel known to our grandparents”, and that its 
“repairs and patchwork additions have added to 
the stark untidiness of Spencer St”. 

Sometimes the harsh cold weather would get 
to passengers waiting for a train, with Polish 
migrant Marion Kurzepa being put on trial in 
1956 after he was caught warming himself in 
the boiler room at 3.30am while waiting for his 
train to Sydney. Geoffrey Tebbut of The Herald 
was an especially vocal critic of the station’s 
state. On October 1, 1953, he reported how de-
spite the patient and kind workers, the station 
still resembled a scene from the Depression 

where arrivals and departures were recorded 
on a chalkboard and the No.1 Platform under its 
red corrugated iron roof was narrow, crowded 
and with “draughty and exposed benches”. The 
Minister of Transport, Mr Coleman, agreed 
with the sentiments, but (in a still familiar 
excuse) claimed that no one knew where the 
necessary funding would come from. 

Modernisation came in the early 1960s, just 
as Victoria also finally relented and adopted the 
standard gauge for interstate lines. The station 
got its much-needed upgrade, a rectangular 
brick building replacing the old-fashioned 
timber and iron structure (though whether it 
was an aesthetic improvement is another ques-
tion), and No.1 Platform was extended to 413 
metres. It was still under construction when the 
Southern Aurora left Spencer St’s original plat-
form on April 13, 1962, to become the first pas-
senger train to ride from Melbourne to Sydney 
along the modified standard gauge track.

Since then the Spencer St yards have under-
gone many renovations, with the City Loop 
followed by the mid-2000s revamp that totally 
replaced the old building and seduced us with 
its famous waved roof. The revamp included all 
the mandatory modern bells and whistles – the 
shops and eateries – we need to ease our travel 
today. While that wavy roof makes aerial views 
like this one impossible, the next best things 
is a quick escalator ride from Collins St to the 
platforms to see the vista of the vast bustling 
railway •

Let’s acknowledge the immense debt we owe to seafarers 

words by Ross Brewer - MMHN director and 
chair of Offshore and Specialist Ships Australia 
(OSSA) 

Through the ravages of COVID-19, we need to be thankful to many of the land-based people who have helped in getting us through this 
period – the health workers, police, defence personnel, utility crews, caregivers of all kinds – the many volunteers. Without their help we 
would be much worse off. 

However, there is another group of essential 
workers, seldom mentioned, who are also mak-
ing a major contribution to our wellbeing – and 
that of the entire of the world – seafarers. 

Australia’s past and present relies to a huge 
degree on trade by sea. The main reason that 
Australia’s economic life is faring as well as it 
is, is due to the continued export and import 
trade – vast amounts and great value of mate-
rials and products by ship. We rely on ships for 
our day-to-day consumables, fridges, building 
materials, clothing – the list goes on. Yet this 
essential global maritime trade relies on the 
work of seafarers who spend most of their time 
cooped up in a small space aboard cargo ships, 
with minimal or no shore leave in port due to 
COVID-19. They do not see their families for 
months on end. Yet without seafarers our lives 
would be much worse off. 

So, Docklands residents, next time you see a 
cargo ship in your ’hood, give a wave – a gesture 
at least, a “thank you” to these men and women 
who are doing such a wonderful job helping us 
through these times.

Seafarer services
On a similar note, OSSA joins MMHN in ac-

knowledging the work done for these seafarers 

when their ship is in port and they are able to 
go ashore. The Mission to Seafarers and Stella 
Maris Seafarers Centre have been run ragged 
through this time delivering outstanding ser-
vice to help seafarers. Their work can extend to 
taking orders for and delivering grocery items, 
medical needs, newspapers and books, etc. 

OSSA members are, of course, particularly 
sensitive to the needs of those at sea, many hav-
ing had long and diverse careers in the maritime 
sector themselves. So, if you have a moment, do 
go, on their websites and have a browse as you 
will find it really interesting – missiontoseafa-
rers.com.au, stellamaris.org.au

Maritime skills shortages
OSSA is also acutely aware of Australia’s 

vulnerability in the face of looming maritime 
skills shortages. A report was recently issued 
by the shipowners, charterers and shipbrokers 
membership organisation, BIMCO, and the 
International Chamber of Shipping highlight-
ing the worldwide shortfall of qualified ships 
officers. The report estimates a current global 
shortage of 30,000 and, into the future this will 
increase to around 80,000. Here in Australia 
a recent Skills Survey conducted by Maritime 
Industry Australia Ltd (MIAL) showed a similar 
pattern. Clearly this is national threat. Such evi-
dence is certainly reason for OSSA and MMHN 

to advocate to all levels of government, pressing 
for a sharper focus on maritime training of all 
types to be established in Victoria – and ideally 
in Docklands.

In addition to this advocacy, OSSA is ap-
proaching the skills shortage from another 
angle: we need to make sure that young people 
(and their careers teachers!) are aware of mari-
time career options. OSSA has devised and are 
rolling out a school program – 

offshorespecialistships.com/school-pro-
gram – directed at secondary school students 
and showing the variety of careers in the indus-
try, both ashore and afloat. 

Maritime heritage advocacy 
OSSA members’ enthusiasm and affection 

for “old boats” is not surprising. Many mem-
bers have worked as volunteers restoring the 
Heritage Fleet in Docklands on Collins Wharf. 
But, not far from Docklands, in fact a ferry 
ride to Williamstown, is a very special place 
most Docklanders would enjoy seeing – Blunts 
Boatyard. This boatyard has been operating 
in the same family for 170 years, which is 
remarkable. Greg Blunt (the current owner/
operator) is the fifth generation and Greg’s 
son is also working there. The boatyard is 
Victorian heritage-listed and it is a delight to 
visit. There is no doubt that Blunts Boatyard is 
one of Melbourne’s maritime treasures. Sadly, 
COVID restrictions prevented the yard being 
on Melbourne’s Heritage Open Day this year •

So, Docklands residents, next 
time you see a cargo ship in 
your ’hood, give a wave – a 
gesture at least, a “thank you” 
to these men and women who 
are doing such a wonderful job 
helping us through these times.

❝

❝
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Resident victory
A stalwart resident at an inner-city apartment complex has 
reported a monumental victory over developer chicanery and 
council ineptitude.
“A win at last!!” she wrote, “I have won my bat-
tle to have the council defend my rights to enjoy 
my property according to the original Planning 
Permit.”

Since 2017, this story has shaped up as a 
David and Goliath battle that David might ac-
tually win. “I had no idea that it would take up 
four years of my strength and time.”

This battle was fought at the intersection of 
three different jurisdictions. Our rookie resi-
dent had to learn about owners’ corporation 
(OC) law, about the Local Government Act, 
about planning law and what voids a contract. 

“To cut a very long and complicated story 
short, after the planning permit was issued 
for my property, [somebody] altered the plans, 
removing all reference to where the trucks for 
residents were supposed to load.”

This discrepancy solidified undetected at the 
council’s planning department – and it looks 
like at least one council head has rolled as a 
consequence.

Our citizen champion knows how it all start-
ed: “When a big industry super fund was offered 
an off-market opportunity to buy the enormous 
area of the two-storey shopping plaza and its 
huge truck loading bay, they saw that there was 
a lift for trucks servicing the residents.”

“The developer told the super fund not to 
worry, they would have the exclusive right to 
all that area for 300 years. The developer had 
drawn up a lease to himself. The problem was 

that this was in breach of the planning permit 
that required both residents and the retail plaza 
to use that area for trucks to load and unload.”

In the face of irrefutable facts and under 
relentless pressure from our resolute resident, 
the council eventually told the super fund that 
it must share the loading dock with residents. 
The incensed super fund made a futile attempt 
to arrogate the common property by seeking to 
have the planning permit altered to conform 
with the altered and unapproved plans.

“All I want is for the furniture trucks to load 
on-site instead of blocking the footpath on the 
street outside my front door,” our star resident 
said.

The council’s planning department now has 
the right to enter the property to ensure the 
shopping plaza owners no longer lock out the 
residents from the loading bay common prop-
erty. It’s good to know residents can beat major 
players who don’t follow the rules!

OC managers blocking information 
requests

Perhaps everyone is suffering cabin fever 
with rolling lockdowns – how else can you ex-
plain a spate of incidents where OC managers 
have failed to comply with fundamental obliga-
tions under the OC Act?

You would think a request for an OC certifi-
cate would be honoured relatively quickly. After 
all, providing certificates is a staple of every 

garden-variety OC manager contract. Not so, it 
seems, if you have a disagreement with the OC 
manager on an unrelated matter. We know of 
one OC manager who must feel that certificates 
do not have to be provided to owners who ask 
awkward questions.

How about requesting an inspection of 
financial records? That should be easy for any 
OC manager who takes the requisite Act along 
to all meetings. 

Evincing either incompetence or something 
more malignant, one OC manager has insisted 
that the committee must pass a resolution to 
have the right to inspect documents. No, that’s 
not how the law works. Every lot owner has the 
right to request inspection of OC documents.

Another cute ploy is to claim “confidential-
ity” as a reason for denying access. Again, no, 
that’s not a legally valid reason for denying 
access to inspect an invoice from a supplier for 
example.

OC managers beware. The practice of hiding 
documents from lot owners creates very bad 
“optics”.

We quote the Owners’ Corporation Act, Part 
9, Division 1, Section 146 (1), which states that 
the OC manager, on request by a lot owner … 

“Must make the records of the owners’ 
corporation required to be kept under this 
Division available to that person for inspection 
at any reasonable time, free of charge.”

Quite straightforward, right? Apparently 
not, according to our reluctant and irony-chal-
lenged OC manager who replied to an emailed 
request, “I don’t plan on replying to your email.”

Continuing their non-reply, the docu-
ment-denier went on to tell the lot owner to try 
their luck with getting the information from 
the previous committee! 

But if a manager is desperately intent on 

looking foolish, why would they rest there? 
Our stonewalling strata manager went on the 
offensive, alleging financial malfeasance by the 
previous OC managers with the cognisance of 
the previous committee, unabashedly naming 
names. In writing. In an email to a lot owner. 
Handing up Exhibit A, Your Honour.

Having been unsatisfied with merely looking 
like a goose, this OC manager just might have 
waddled into the oven.

Notwithstanding the above, advice from 
Consumer Affairs is that aggrieved owners can 
take their complaints to the Dispute Settlement 
Centre of Victoria (1300 372 888), or Victorian 
Civil Administrative Tribunal (VCAT, 1300 018 
228). 

You can also complain to Strata Community 
Association Victoria (9416 4688) if your OC 
manager is a member of that group.

Readers, please do let us know about your 
tribulations with OC managers.

Campaign donations
As a not-for-profit organisation, donations 

from individuals and buildings keep our cam-
paigns going. To register as a supporter of We 
Live Here or to donate, please visit welivehere.
net. We Live Here does not accept donations 
from commercial tourism interests •

For Zijing Chu of Docklands, 
dragon boating is more than 
just a little-known recreational 
sport – it builds a sense of 
community and forges new 
friendships. 

words by Brendan Rees  

“It’s very fun and competitive but I think the 
community and the people really matter for 
me,” Mr Chu, president and co-founder of 
the Melbourne University Dragon Boat Club 
(MUDBC), said.

Since taking up  the sport  about six years 
ago while he was studying at the University of 
Melbourne Mr Chu, 25, has gone on to repre-
sent Australia four times after being selected 
in the  Australian Dragon Boating Team, the 
Auroras.   

He has also competed in the world champion-
ships in France (2017) and in Thailand (2019).  

Dragon boat racing has ancient Chinese ori-
gins and has evolved into an international sport 
across the world. 

A graduate architect by day, Mr Chu’s passion 
for the sport has never faded and he loves being 
a part of a team environment and coaching 
newcomers at  MUDBC while balancing his 
duties as a member of the board of directors for 
the Australian Dragon Boat Federation. 

Born and raised in Hong Kong, Mr Chu came 
to Australia in 2015 and has called Docklands 
home for the past two years, which he proud-
ly described as “a very nice neighbourhood” 
with “beautiful views” while also being close 
to MUDBC and the city.

While Melbourne’s rolling lockdowns have 
halted any plans for dragon boating to take 
place, Mr Chu said the MUDBC’s 44 members 
had stayed connected over Zoom.

Online activities have included games and 
social catch-ups – which he acknowledged “may 
not be dragon boat-related … but at the end of 
the day it’s really about the people” and looking 
after one another.

“We actually have a population of inter-
national students in the club and so given the 
whole situation, you’re kind of stuck in this 
limbo.”

While Mr Chu hoped to return to the water 
soon, he will  use an upcoming online TEDx 
event (a platform to share ideas around the 
world) through the University of Melbourne to 
inspire others to consider dragon boating once 
restrictions eased.

The event’s theme is “detours”, which Mr Chu 
said was “very aptly named” given the chal-
lenges of COVID-19 with his speech to include 
embracing changes and “keeping an open mind 
to things”. 

He said while MUDBC was a great opportu-
nity to keep fit, the club was also about bringing 
people together no matter what  background 
with membership open to anyone of any age.

“I want to give back because I have learnt a 
lot from the sport,” he said.

“I think dragon boating is a sport that’s very 
under-exposed, we don’t have a lot of youths 
that are in the sport.”

“It’s very popular in Hong Kong so I had 
always heard about it. When I studied at uni I 
wanted to pick up a sport so I thought why not 
try a sport I grew up with.” 

The event will “definitely be going ahead” 
though it’s unknown if it will be via Zoom or as 
a pre-recorded video at this stage.

Meanwhile, Mr Chu said the club, which is 

based at the Docklands Community Hub, is 
looking for a new home.

He said the club was currently sharing a third 
of the hub’s space with seven other dragon 
clubs “so you can imagine it being very cramped 
and tight”.

“We are trying to find a place in Docklands 
to call our permanent home – hopefully.” •

 ▼ Zijing Chu training hard with his dragon boat teammates in Docklands before the city’s repeated lockdowns.

For membership inquiries 
visit: revolutionise.com.au/
mudbc/home/ 
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Faces of 
Docklands
What are you doing that’s entertaining during 
these lockdown times? What is something 
interesting about you?

GARRIE GILL

I started  vlogging and began my own YouTube channel 
(Garrie Talks), so editing has been taking my focus lately. 
Other than that, jogging and cycling make me happy.

MUNCHOON

Lockdown is boring, I can come out for only one hour for 
exercise. To entertain, I study at home; I’m doing a cook-
ery course and learning English.

LYN
I love being out in nature and it means so much more to me 
when we are in lockdowns, so going for beautiful walks, 
and just getting the fresh air and being here in Docklands 
at the moment and smelling the sea breezes is beautiful. 

GEOFF
In addition to going for walks we’ve been watching a lot 
more movies during the lockdown (a good distraction 
from the news) and also we’ve been doing a lot of reading 
as we are able to “Click-n-Collect” from our local North 
Melbourne Library. 

CHAMBER UPDATE

Shane Wylie 
MEDIA DIRECTOR

DOCKLANDSCC.COM.AU

Docklands Chamber of 
Commerce strategic plan 
While I could easily write another piece on Lockdown 7.0, or 
mental health, or how many businesses won’t be coming back, I’m 
instead going to share the first thoughts for our five-year strategic 
plan and what we will be focusing on.

Number #1 
If this virus and lockdowns have shown us 

anything it’s that the Docklands economy is 
too reliant on the corporate worker population. 
Aggregated and averaged, Docklands is cur-
rently down some 130,000 pedestrian visitors 
daily. This is a combination of the corporate 
worker population, event attendees and Central 
Pier patrons. Therefore, our first focus is to re-
focus Docklands and pitch it as the place to stay 
when visiting Melbourne. The high hotel room 
density, convenience of public transport and 
the existing retail and restaurant infrastructure 
makes it the ideal Melbourne holiday hub.

Number #2
Our seasonal economy has been too reliant 

on large-scale events – Australia Day, Firelight, 
New Year’s Eve, Marvel Stadium events, all of 
which have disappeared. So, the Chamber wants 
to focus efforts on smaller but more consistent 
activations. In addition to those mentioned 
above (should they return), we want to sup-
port and promote small-scale activations that 
encourage a few thousand regular visitors and 
continue with our efforts in Docklands Dollars.

Number #3 
We want to sell Docklands as the locals know 

it. In the background we are building a cam-
paign – “This is my Docklands”, showcasing the 
things we love about Docklands that the rest 
of Melbourne and Victoria simply don’t know. 

From the art and statues that dot around the 
precinct, to the beautiful parks, the waterways 
and our fantastic retailers and hospitality.

Number #4 
Our longest-term strategic direction – to 

provide a permanent activation or feature(s) in 
Victoria Harbour. We’re very cognisant that our 
best resource is the harbour and it needs world-
class attention to be a drawcard for Docklands 
and Melbourne in the broader sense. We will 
continue to push this agenda for as long as it 
takes.

Finally, while Docklands Dollars is currently 
on a little hiatus with lockdown, new members 
continue to take advantage of the free listing 
and exposure across our socials. Please contact 
me directly – admin@docklandscc.com.au – if 
you’d like to be part of the Docklands Chamber 
which is still free for 2021 •
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BUSINESS

The big-screen worthy life 
behind Kino Cinemas
Owning and operating 
Melbourne’s much-loved Kino 
Cinemas was never a part of 
the initial plan for the cinema’s 
founder, Frank Cox. 

Jack Hayes
BUSINESS EDITOR

JACK@HYPERLOCALNEWS.COM.AU

For more information: 
palacecinemas.com.au/cinemas/
the-kino

Co-owner since its opening in June 1987, Mr 
Cox had dreams of a life in rock ‘n’ roll promo-
tion, with the hope of mixing it with royalty like 
Jimi Hendrix, Led Zeppelin and Pink Floyd. 

Working as a rock ‘n’ roll film distributor 
in the 1970s, his dreams were not too distant 
from reality, exhibiting major rock concerts 
like Woodstock in cinemas across the nation to 
huge success. 

That was, until bad fortune in the shape of 
Beatles legend John Lennon’s murder got in the 
way. 

“Paul McCartney had a film called Rockshow 
which followed the Wings Over America tour. 
So, I stopped into his offices in London and 
bought the rights for Australia,” Mr Cox said. 

“Six days before we opened the film, which 
takes many months to organise and set up, John 
Lennon dies. People said to me, ‘Frank, this 
is great publicity’, but I didn’t like the idea of 
reaping the rewards from something like that.”

“It went bad, I lost a lot of money, and it 
wasn’t successful. I had hit a crossroads and 
didn’t know what to do. I still wanted to be a 
rock promoter but had no idea how I could do 
it.” 

Born in Istanbul’s Byzantine Greek commu-
nity, Mr Cox first found a love of film in the 
1950s where he would see a Hollywood movie 
every Sunday. 

Years on, and still with his life firmly em-
bedded in film, Mr Cox turned to the unknown 
world of art house cinema. 

In what he describes as a complete fluke, 
Mr Cox stumbled across Mephisto, a German 
language film produced and directed by a 
Hungarian Austrian film production team, at 
the Cannes Film Festival. 

He was infatuated. With some careful ma-
noeuvring at the negotiation table, the rights 
to the Australian screening of film and with it 
began a life in foreign and independent film. 

Mephisto was a hit, running in Australian 
cinemas for five months and it went on to win 
the 1982 Academy Award for best foreign film.

From that success, New Vision films was 
born, dedicated to the careful selection and 
distribution of art house films in Australia. 

“Choosing new films was complicated, but 
slowly, slowly, I continued to go to these film 
festivals and markets,” Mr Cox said. 

“February was Berlin, May was Cannes, 
August was Venice, September was Toronto and 
November was the American film market in Los 
Angeles.”

“It didn’t matter what you were doing at the 
time, you had to uproot your life, get on a plane. 
That helped us become one the leading art 
house film distributors in the country.” 

A life on the run was great, but Mr Cox want-
ed a foothold in Melbourne, where his home 
and life was then, and has remained ever since. 

With New Vision a tour de force throughout 
the country, Mr Cox had his eyes on two vacant 
cinema screens located in the city’s iconic 
Collins Place.

The screens were examined then readied for 
use under the expertise of Collins Place archi-
tect, Peter Mills, and in 1987 Kino Cinemas was 
born. 

“The cinemas opened with a bang. From the 
first week we had amazing crowds and great 
write-ups,” Mr Cox said. “People in the inner 
city were yearning for a cinema catering for 
refined audiences. We had an amazing year.”

“Back then Kino Cinemas was made up of 
twin screens with 280 seats each. That was per-
fect for us, because we were after a discerning 
audience to show arthouse titles and we’re not 
likely to fill the 600 to 700 cinemas of the day.”

The two titles to first grace the Kino Cinema 
screens were Stephen Frear’s My Beautiful 
Laundrette and Denys Arcand’s The Decline of 

the American Empire. 
Kino Cinemas quickly became the destina-

tion for arthouse cinema in Melbourne and 
expanded to three screens in 1994 and a fourth 
shortly thereafter. 

Mr Cox continued to travel the world, cherry 
picking the finest in international and inde-
pendently made films throughout the world. 

Admittedly, it was a great life. But it came the 
stage for Mr Cox to take a back seat as he retired 
from film distribution.  

“In 2008, my shareholder partners said they 
wanted to buy me out. I felt that the Kino was 
going through a lull and doing a third of what 
we were the previous decade,” Mr Cox said. 

“As a businessman, I thought about it a lot. 
But Kino was my baby, I couldn’t let it go.”

“I sat on the offer and thought about it for 
a bit. They forgot in the shareholders agree-
ment that clause, which gave me the ability to 
turn their offer around and buy them out as a 
counteroffer.”

Mr Cox’s use of a shotgun clause caused what 
he sheepishly describes as a bit of “screaming 
and yelling” but was well worth it to keep his 
beloved Kino Cinemas in his safe hands. 

In the meantime, Mr Cox reached out to 
an old friend and competitor, and from that a 
merger with Antonio Zeccola’s Palace Cinemas 
took place. 

That saw an increase of cinema screens to 
seven and a gradual increase of business, with 
Kino Cinemas posting record ticket sales each 
year. 

“2019 was out best year ever. Since then, of 
course, the proverbial hit the fan. We have been 
thinking, what is going on and what can we do,” 
he said. 

“Our landlords since 1987, AMP have come 
through with flying colours. They have been 
looking after us and I would have to say if it 
weren’t for the quality of relationship we have 
with them over the years, we might not be ex-
isting right now.” 

Still with arthouse film as the very fabric of 
Kino Cinemas, Mr Cox has expanded his remit 
to include major box office hits like the James 
Bond franchise and James Cameron’s Avatar. 

With the major film producers holding on to 
their “product” until global cinema is compre-
hensively open again, Mr Cox is counting down 
the days until he can reopen the doors to Kino 
Cinemas •

Our Dentists:
Dr. Pia Oparkcharoen – MDS (Adelaide) 
Dr. Cindy Liang – DDS (Melbourne)

Services:
Check-ups (exam, scale 
and clean, X-Ray); 
children’s dentistry; 
teeth whitening; dental 
implants; root canal 
treatment; crown, bridge, 
veneer; dentures.

Mon-Fri 8:30-5pm     Sat: 9am-1pm 
57 Merchant St, Docklands (opposite Victoria Harbour Medical Centre) 
www.docklandsdentalstudio.com.au  –  ph 9021 9487  mob 0488 799 487

BOOK NOW ONLINE
docklandsdentalstudio.com.au

Zoom!  
Teeth Whitening

Now Available

Start from just 
$12 a day

Now AcceptingDENTIST

HEALTH AND WELLBEING

Dr Mike Edgley
CHIROPRACTOR

DOCKLANDSHEALTH.COM.AU

How to turn household 
objects into a home gym
There’s no denying it – we’re 
all spending a lot more time 
at home than we bargained 
for lately. This means less time 
outdoors to get our bodies 
moving, and likely even less 
time at the g ym to work our 
hungry muscles. 
Being stuck at home isn’t a death sentence for 
your exercise regime – it’s simply a good time to 
get creative with the stuff in your house and use 
everyday items to your advantage. 

Here are some ideas on how to turn your 
household objects into your very own home 
gym. 

Chairs
Traditionally used for doing the opposite 

of exercising, typical dining chairs or any 
other sturdy chair (that isn’t on wheels) sitting 
around your house will do nicely. Chairs are the 
ultimate multipurpose tool for home workouts. 
You can use them to perform tricep dips, step 
ups, both incline and decline push-ups, and box 
squats.

Towels 
A common household item (we hope), towels 

can make great replacements for sliders to use 
on a hard and smooth ground surface. Simply 
place two hand towels under each foot, knee, or 
hand to increase the difficulty of exercises such 
as knee tucks, mountain climbers, lunges, and 
most exercises involving your core. Towels can 
also act as a great way to do bodyweight rows by 

feeding it through a secure object such as door 
handles and using either side of the towel to 
pull your body. 

Laundry detergent and cans 
No weights? No worries. Open your pantry 

and grab a few cans of any foodstuffs you have 
laying around to act as mini dumbbells for curls 
and presses. If you want something a little more 
ambitious, you can use liquid laundry detergent 
bottles with handles. Filled with water, they can 
usually weigh up to five to six kilograms and 
act as neat little kettlebells for your favourite 
workouts. 

Stairs 
If you have stairs inside or outside your 

house, you’ve hit the home gym jackpot. Stairs 
have a huge range of exercise uses such as cardio 
(running up and down them), incline exercises 
such as push ups, tricep dips, box jumps … you 
get the idea! 

Backpack 
Dig out your old backpack or steal your kid’s 

one and fill it with heavy (and non-fragile) ob-
jects to act as a weighted vest and add some ex-
tra oomph to your workout. You can fill it with 
cans of whatever you have in your cupboard, 
bottles of water, bags of flour (if you dare) and 
perform your favourite bodyweight exercises at 
any challenge level you’re up to •
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10 YEARS ON

Looking back at Docklands News - 10 Years On
SEPTEMBER  2011   ISSUE 68   

Pet’s Corner

❝

❝

Docklands welcomes 
retired farm dog

Coco the kelpie is a farm dog who’s 
scared of cows. 

words by Spencer Fowler Steen

Her owner, Richard, rescued her from RSPCA in 
Warrnambool back in 2013 and took her to live in 
Southbank. They’ve since moved to Docklands 
where she’s now a comfortable distance away from 
dreaded bovines. 

Richard said she’s an intelligent dog who’s now 
well-accustomed to city life.

“She’s a farm dog, but she was surrendered to 
RSPCA because she’s afraid of cows,” he said.

Although Coco, nine, lives a much more relaxed 
lifestyle nowadays, some of her farm dog instincts 
still kick in around her flatmate, Ella, who some-
times needs a little bit of structuring.

“Coco can be a bit bossy with her little sister be-
cause she’s a herding dog,” Richard said.

“She tries to get Ella organised and out of bed, tells 
her when to eat her meals and that kind of thing.”

Naturally an active kind of dog, Coco also loves 
her food – something Richard’s wife Lucy loves to 
provide for her.

“Lucy cooks for her. She gets fresh cooked meat 
and dry dog food mix. She also really enjoys dairy 
and really enjoys yogurt!” Richard said. “When she 
hears the fridge door open up, she waits to see if it’s 
milk or yoghurt coming out – she’s very clever.”

Richard used to have a different Kelpie which sad-
ly passed away around 10 years ago, prompting him 
to search for another one.

After rescuing Coco from Warrnambool, Richard 
and Lucy fostered Ella from a puppy farm, and de-
cided to keep her after Lucy fell in love with her.

Having moved to the Nolan Building in November, 
Richard and Lucy are enjoying the relative peace-
and-quiet in Docklands compared to Southbank.

“We’re loving it here, it’s much more relaxed than 
Southbank. It’s very noisy in Southbank,” Richard 
said.

If you go past Cargo during non-pandemic times, 
you might catch Coco sitting out the front soaking 
up the sun with her owners, potentially with a milk 
latte or yoghurt in her paws! •

‘Fester’ gives thanks
Popular Docklands biker 
“Fester” last month paid 
tribute to two local businesses 
which helped his group raised 
funds to battle child abuse.

Fester is a member of Bikers Against Child 
Abuse (BACA), which empowers children not 
to be afraid after suffering abuse. When not on 
his Harley, he is known as Vince Failla and runs 

the car park at Digital Harbour.
Party Boat Cruises and Renzo’s Bar both 

contributed vouchers, which were auctioned 
at a fundraiser in Collingwood in March. The 
evening raised more than $2000 for the cause.

“We appreciate the support of these local 
businesses who are helping us in our work to 
protect abused children,” Fester said.

He said BACA sent a clear message that 
abused children were part of his organisation, 
and that its members were prepared to lend 
their physical and emotional support to them 
by affiliation and their physical presence •

 ▲ Fester presents a certificate to the Gorgioski sisters Suzana (left) and Jackie (right) for their support of BACA.
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PUZZLES & TRIVIA

CrosswordQuiz

5x5

9-Letter

ACROSS
1 Concert (3)
3 Clarifi cation (11)
9 Another 

time (5)
10 City in New 

York (9)
11 Group of 

organisms (7)
12 US state (7)
13 Cut (5)
15 Periods before 

elections (9) 
17 Left behind (9)
18 Water birds (5)
20 Very outdated (7)
22 Sickness (7)
24 Eviction (9)
25 — pole (5)
26 Treatments (11)
27 Finish (3)

DOWN
1 Spectacles (7)
2 Neighbour of 

Mexico (9)
3 Listlessness (5)
4 Components (5)
5 Celebrated (9)
6 Citizens of the 

US (9)
7 Preamble 

(colloq) (5)
8 Winners at 

Hastings in 
1066 (7)

14 Related 
to pressurised 
water systems (9)

15 Recruit (9)
16 Promise (9)
17 City in 

California (7)
19 Cooked 

with water 
vapour (7)

21 Mythical shooter 
of lovers (5)

22 ‘I don’t know’ 
(colloq) (5)

23 Places (5)

No. 003

No. 003

Sudoku

Codeword

No. 003

No. 003

1 4 5 2

8 9 6 4

7 8 3 6

5 7 4 8 3

8 3 5

6 1

6 7

7 4 5

9 5 6 8 1

Fill in the blank cells using the numbers from 
1 to 9. Each number can only appear once in 
each row, column and 3x3 block

1. The vanilla bean comes 
from which type of fl ower?

2. Which Australian prime 
minster assumed offi  ce just 
two days before the crash 
of the New York Stock 
Exchange in 1929?

3. Which 2020 Netfl ix 
series was adapted from the 
series of novels written by 
Julia Quinn?

4. A.J. Cook (pictured) plays 
Jennifer Jareau in which 
long-running TV series?

5. The architect who designed 
Collins Place also designed 
which famous work of 
architecture? 
A) Federation Square 
B) The Louvre’s Glass 
Pyramid 
C) The Shard

6. What famous building 
was once known as the 
Cappella Magna?

7. What did Southern 
Cross Station used to be 
known as?

8. Where is the largest 
stained glass ceiling in 
the world?

9. Who was Melbourne’s fi rst 
elected Lord Mayor?

10. The Menz Chocolate factory 
has its two locations in 
which Australian state?

11. An urban myth describes the 
plans for Flinders St Station 
being mixed up with a train 
station in which Indian city?

12. True or false: Melbourne 
Museum owns Phar Lap’s 
skin, but not his skeleton 
or organs

SOLUTION

SOLUTIONS

SOLUTIONS

SOLUTIONS
EASY HARD

174368952

815926734

782451396

569274183

426837519

641793825

238519647

397145268

953682471

Using the nine letters 
in the grid, how many 
words of four letters 
or more can you list? 
The centre letter must 
be included and each 
letter may only be used 
once. No colloquial 
or foreign words. No 
capitalised nouns, 
apostrophes or plural 
words ending in “s”.

H

S

I V

N

AE
D

R

32 words: Good
48 words: Very good
65 words: Excellent

Today’s Focus:

Reference: 
Collins Concise 
English Dictionary

advise, adviser, aver, avers, avid, dervish, diva, divan, dive, diver, dives, drive, driven, drives, 
have, haven, hive, hives, invade, invader, invades, naive, nave, rave, raved, raven, raves, ravine, 
ravish, ravished, revs, rive, rived, riven, rives, save, saved, saver, shave, shaved, shaven, shaver, 
shiver, shrive, shrived, shriven, vain, vainer, vane, vanish, 
vanished, varied, varies, varnish, VARNISHED, 
vase, vein, vend, vends, viand, vide, vied, vies, 
vine, visaSWASH, PESTO, RISER, AGAIN, THINS

 QUIZ SOLUTIONS

1. Orchid 2. James Scullin 3. Bridgerton 
4. Criminal Minds 5. B) The Louvre’s Glass 
Pyramid 6. The Sistine Chapel 7. Spencer 
Street Station 8.  NGV International 9. Henry 
Condell 10. South Australia 11. Mumbai 
(Chhatrapati Shivaji) 12. True

6 7 1

8 5 9 6

1 4 2

8 3

4 3 1

9 6 5

6 9 5

5 7 3

4 9
697352184

318549627

781936452

825194376

479263518

962475831

143687295

256718943

534821769
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2 15

3 16
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12 25

13 26
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Wordfind Theme: Africa

Secret message: Safari adventure

ARID
BABOON
CAIRO
CAPE HORN
CHAD
CONGO
EGYPT
ELAND
ELEPHANT
GHANA
GNU
GORILLA

LION
LYNX
MALI
MANDELA
MEERKAT
NILE
RAND
SAHARA
TOGO
WILD
ZEBRA

The leftover letters will spell out a secret message.

EASY

HARD

T

K

S

R

T

E

G

A

S

I

T

I

H

R

S

Insert the missing letters to make 
10 words – fi ve reading across the 
grid and fi ve reading down.

PUZZLES AND PAGINATION 
©PAGEMASTERS PTY LTD
PAGEMASTERS.COM Sep, 2021

No. 003

1. The vanilla bean comes 
from which type of flower?

2. Which Australian prime 
minster assumed office just 
two days before the crash 
of the New York Stock 
Exchange in 1929?

3. Which 2020 Netflix series 
was adapted from the 
series of novels written by 
Julia Quinn?

4. A.J. Cook (pictured) plays 
Jennifer Jareau in which 
long-running TV series?

5. Vinson Massif is  
a mountain on  
which continent?

6. What famous building 
was once known as the 
Cappella Magna?

7. According to Development 
Victoria, Docklands  
has how many pieces of 
public art? 

8. Docklands became notable 
during the 1990s for what 
underground scene? 

9. What refurbished ship  
is set to return to water 
this month? 

10. Which developer is 
responsible for the 
development of  
Victoria Harbour? 

11. Who is the  
principal of Docklands 
Primary School? 

12. Which Docklands 
business was recognised 
in this year’s Lord Mayor’s 
Commendations?

1. Orchid 2. James Scullin 3. Bridgerton 
4. Criminal Minds 5. Antartica 6. The 
Sistine Chapel 7. 68 8. Rave dance scene  
9. The Alma Doepel 10. Lendlease  
11. Adam Bright 12. Docklands Health

 QUIZ SOLUTIONS
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绿色愿景成为现实

呼吁改革市政选举
墨尔本市政议员敦促州政府在明年之前开始审查该市议会“独特
的”选举制度，以赶上2024年的市议会选举。

征询雅拉河北岸项目的意见
空置店面恢复生机 墨尔本市政要求公众对雅

拉河北岸价值 3 亿澳元的 
Greenline 项目提出反馈意
见。

David Schout

这个被誉为近几十年来本市最大的项
目之一，Greenline拟建一条从 Birrarung 
Marr 一直到 Bolte 大桥的四公里长的行人
和自行车道。

该项目的一半(自Spencer街到 Bolte桥
的两公里北岸段)处在 Docklands区。

市政希望公众在10月3日之前对此项目
发表意见。

市长Sally Capp 说：“与当地社区和利
益相关方合作实施这个项目至关重要。这就
是为什么我们在最终确定详细计划之前寻求
反馈意见和想法。”

“请大家看一下我们的初步计划，参与
塑造墨尔本市最重要的项目之一。”

Greenline项目是 Capp市长的一个关键
选举承诺，她将该项目作为她2018年补选

和2020年大选战略的一个关键部分，她在
这两场选举中都获得了胜利。

她曾表示，这将代表墨尔本自2002年
联邦广场开放以来的“最大转变”。

她在 8 月21日表示：“Greenline 项目
将创建墨尔本最大的绿色空间之一，为上班
族、游客和居民提供一个首选的目的地。”

“新的步行走道、公园、原生植物以及
对我们原著民遗产和文化的庆祝都将有助于
创建一个世界级的河滨区域，从而将吸引更
多的游客和投资来我们的城市。”

这条四公里长的河滨走道将设置五个关
键区域，每个区域都根据土地管理、活动和
特征属性进行划分。

其中两个在 Docklands港区内的区域
分别称为“Maritime”(位于 Spencer 街和 
Webb Bridge之间) 和“Salt Water Wharf”(
位于 Webb 桥和Victoria港西端之间）。

其余三个被称为River Park、Yarro 
Yarro 和Birrarung Marr。

今年早些时候发布的该项目计划草案对
改进北岸目前的状况特别重要。

在Docklands港区的许多空置
店面将被改造成艺术家、手艺
人和企业家的空间。

David Schout

为了振兴受 COVID疫情重创的区域，
空置的店面将被改造成创意空间、定制展示
和临时商铺。

这是一项由维州政府和墨尔本市政联
合的计划，耗资 260万澳元，最初将针对
全市空置率最高的三个地区，Docklands
港区、中央商务区的东端和 Carlton区的
Lygon 街。

通过每月空置店面的审计和实际数据
的统计，这些区域被认为是“最需要”激活的
区域。

尤其在Docklands港区，市政将Victoria 
港和New Quay列为特别需要振兴的区域。

该计划将包括一些短期激活措施，包括

店面的照明和艺术品，以及本地企业产品的
橱窗展示，短期至12个月的租赁，供小型或
微型企业以“优惠的租赁条件”进入市场。

市政的商业主管 Kevin Louey议员说，
尽管反复封锁令人沮丧，但重要的是市政议
会积极主动地准备着城市重新开放和振兴。

就在墨尔本进入第六次封锁的前两天，
他在8月3日墨尔本未来委员会会议上说，“
这是我们目前正在经历的螺旋效应。”

“我认为随着时间的流逝，不是几周，
甚至几个月都过去了，未来会发生什么也不
可预测，我们需要能够给这些区域一些信
心，至少提供一些活动，尝试着产生一定的
人流，激活这些区域，使其更具吸引力。”

目前已经指定了一个供应商小组，与商
业地产业主、租赁中介和有空置或未充分利
用空间的商家合作。

这些供应商将把业主和中介与创意人
员和企业家联系起来，以提供灵活的短期租
赁协议。

David Schout

长期以来，这部《2001年墨尔本市政
法案》一直受到批评，称其不民主，如果州
政府同意审查，那这个法案将是20年来首
次受到仔细审视。

在目前的选举制度下，墨尔本市政的
居民在地方政府选举中只有一票选举，而
企业则有权获得两票。墨尔本市议会的选
举是独立于维州其他78个市议会选举框架
下运作的。

目前在市中心租用办公室的企业比当
地居民有更多的选举权，并有机会入选。

市政议员Rohan Leppert在7月27日的
市政会议上提出动议，要求地方政府部长
Shaun Leane在明年之前启动审查，以便在
2024年下次选举前将改革立法化。

他告诉本报，早就应该进行这个审查
了。

他说：“我们的社区一再要求进行认
真、全面和协商性的选举审查。”

“在民主国家，我们不应该害怕质疑
选举制度，尤其是这个不寻常的《2001
年墨尔本市政法案》，包括其独特选举制
度，20多年来一直没有得到适当的审查，
而维州其他78个市议会的选举制度则根据

《2020年地方政府法》进行了审查。”
Leppert议员表示，目前的《2001年墨

尔本市政法案》导致了一系列不良结果，
其中有全澳最富有的和“男性最多”的选民名
单，以及全澳唯一的一个非居民议员占多数

的市政议会。
他说，虽然议员们对应该引入哪些选举

改革措施有不同的看法，但他们在这第一步
要求审查上是一致的。

Sean Car

在Victoria Point大楼物业管理
公司的大胆倡议下，Marvel体育场
沿线超过2800平方米的大部分混
凝土空间将很快转变为城市绿洲。

自2017年以来，由主席
Janette Corcoran 博士领导的
Victoria Point物业管理一直与墨尔
本市政、维多利亚发展局和一系列
专家合作，重新构想其平台花园。

经过多年来的商谈、详细设计
和精心规划，这个耗资120万澳元
的项目上个月获得最终批准开工，
其绿色愿景将很快成为现实。

该项目是通过2017年成立的
市政城市树林基金专款项目构思
的，旨在加速整个都市的绿化，该
项目将把Victoria Point的平台改造
成一个受欢迎的社区绿色空间。

通过新建和扩建的花坛、大型
树冠和本土植物，总面积达2850
平方米的绿化覆盖面积，增加了
103%，将为 Docklands港区最繁
忙的大道之一提供全面改造。

由著名景观建筑公司ASPECT 
Studios 设计，由Billy’s Nursery
策划种植植物，市政议会为该项
目提供了 50万 澳元的配套资金，

而维多利亚发展局则贡献了35万
澳元。

除了为当地居民和上班族
提供新的休闲区和园艺环境以
外，Corcoran博士还表示，她希
望重新设计的空间能够被社区所
接受。

Corcoran博士说：“此项工作
已经进行了很长时间了，但我们
现在正处于实现这一目标的阶段。
我认为这将彻底改变这个地区的性
质，这将是非常值得的。”

该项目将于2022年7月完成。
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Business Directory
Bank

Available for refinance of loans of at least $250k with a max. LVR of 80%. 

3,000$ CASH
BACK#

Whatever your reason to refinance, there’s 
never been a better time to talk to BOQ.

Plus some really great rates

1.99%
P.A.

Discounted 4-Year Fixed Home Loan Rate*

2.90%
P.A.

Comparison Rate^

Min. $150k new owner-occupied principal & interest lending with a max. LVR of 80%.

BOQ Docklands
Josephine Tan, Owner-Manager* 0408 336 838*
Belinda Wynn, Branch Manager* 0408 288 282*
9248 0188* docklands@boq.com.au*
facebook.com/boqdocklndsmelb* boq.com.au

Credit provided by Bank of Queensland Limited ABN 32 009 656 7 40 (BOQ) Australian Credit Licence Number 244616. Fees and charges payable. BOQ’s standard credit assessment criteria apply. 
Full terms and conditions at any BOQ branch. Interest rates quoted are indicative only, and are subject to change without notice. *Discount Fixed Rate offer is available for applications received from 
13/11/2020 for Owner Occupier new home loan lending only and is not available for refinance or restructure of existing BOQ facilities. LMI may apply. Not available for construction loans. At the end 
of the fixed rate period, the interest rate will convert to the clear path variable interest rate. Fixed interest rates may vary between application and drawdown of the loan. A The comparison rate is 
calculated on the basis of a secured loan of $150,000 for a term of 25 years. WARNING: This comparison rate is true only for the examples given and may not include all fees and charges. Different 
terms, fees or other loan amounts might result in a different comparison rate. Information current as at 30/11/2020. # Special limited time $3,000 cashback offer only available for new refinance 
applications received between Monday 12 October 2020 and Saturday 19 December 2020. Must settle by Sunday 28 February 2021. This offer is open to Australian residents aged 18 and over 
who are personal customers taking out a new home loan with BOQ, refinanced from another financial institution. Offer available on BOQ’s Clear Path, Economy, Intro Rate, or Fixed Rate home loan 
products only. Not available for the refinance, restructure or switches of home loans within BOQ Group, which includes BOQ, Virgin Money (Australia) and BOQ Specialist. An applicant will be eligible 
for a maximum of one cashback payment during the offer period, regardless of the number of loan applications they are party to, provided the total amount drawn at settlement across all loans is 
at least $250,000. The cashback will be paid to the applicant’s BOQ transaction account within 30 days of the settlement date. For multiple home loan applicants the BOQ account needs to be in 
the name of at least one of the home loan applicants and the cashback will be paid only once to the applicants jointly. If you do not have an existing BOQ transaction account, one must be opened. 
This offer can be amended and/or withdrawn by BOQ at any time without notice. Applicants should seek their own tax advice in relation to the receipt of a cashback on settlement.
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Child Care

Sentia is an integrated childcare and 
kindergarten space located in the heart 
of Melbourne’s CBD. Our beautiful 
space has been lovingly designed and 
crafted to inspire children, build their 
confidence and support their first steps 
toward a lifelong love of learning.

From our spacious rooftop playground 
with spectacular views over the Yarra 
River to our gentle, compassionate 
staff, we are proud to foster a unique 
culture of care and learning.

As a single, privately owned service, 
it is our very own Sentia families who 
have the greatest influence on our 
culture and values. We form a strong 
partnership between our families and 
educators that assists us to create a 
flexible, values-based model.

We look forward to welcoming you and 
your family to our caring community.

Book a tour now at sentia.vic.edu.au

Sentia 
Early Learning

Find us on Facebook: @sentiaearlylearning 
Follow us on Instagram: @sentiaearlylearning 
Find us on Linkedin: Sentia Early Learning

Address: Level 5, 450 Flinders Street, Melbourne 3000
Phone: 03 9629 9860 
Email: director-riverside @sentia.vic.edu.au

CONTACT US FIND US
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Politician

    

Funded from Parliamentary Budget. Authorised by E. Sandell, 146 Peel St, North Melbourne.

ellensandell.com

ELLEN SANDELL
STATE MP FOR MELBOURNE

Hi, I’m Ellen, your local State MP.  
I’m here to help. Don’t hesitate to get in touch. 

(03) 9328 4637 
office@ellensandell.com

146 Peel Street 
North Melbourne VIC 3051

    

Funded from Parliamentary Budget. Authorised by E. Sandell, 146 Peel St, North Melbourne.

ellensandell.com

ELLEN SANDELL
STATE MP FOR MELBOURNE
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North Melbourne VIC 3051

 
Real Estate

Renovation

Shopping

Video Production

Talk to Docklands News owner 
Sean Car 
T  0433 930 484  
E  sean@hyperlocalnews.com.au 
about how to customise your 
campaign to our audience every 
month.
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