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You can’t stop the music
Th e Docklands community choir project may be over, but the 
singing won’t stop there.
Continued on page 8.

Th e Docklands choir performed to a packed house at Th e Hub last month.

Victory for 
short-stays 
By Bethany Williams

Short-stay operators breathed a sigh of relief last month, when 
the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT) found 
owners’ corporation (OC) rules prohibiting the practice were 
invalid.

VCAT member Linda Rowland on June 29 

found that the Watergate OC did not have 

the power to make a rule prohibiting stays of 

less than 30 days.

Th e VCAT decision paves the way for short-

stay operators throughout the state as it 

means OCs can’t make rules preventing 

short-term letting.

“Th e decision now eff ectively means that 

owners’ corporations do not have the 

power to make rules that prohibit short-term 

letting in residential buildings,” Strata Title 

Lawyers CEO and Watergate OC solicitor 

Tom Bacon said.

“Th e decision impacts on all owners’ 

corporations throughout Victoria and aff ects 

all rules of this type made under either the 

1988 or 2006 legislation,” Mr Bacon said.

Th e Watergate OC is yet to decide whether it 

will appeal the decision at the Supreme Court. 

OC chair Rus Littleson said the committee 

was disappointed by the decision and said 

it favoured opportunists in the short-stay 

industry.

“We are most concerned that apartment 

property values throughout the state 

will suff er because of this decision. It is 

eff ectively an open invitation to opportunists 

to exploit legal loopholes,” Mr Littleson said.

“Th e short-stay industry is unregulated – 

any outfi t can start up, hold an apartment 

building to ransom and damage its 

reputation. Th e State Government needs to 

make changes to look after residents and 

their investments.”

Th e Building Appeals Board, the Supreme 

Court, the Court of Appeals and VCAT, have 

now all tested the issue of short-term letting 

of apartments.

Having been tested across a range of courts 

and tribunals, it now appears that the only 

other option would be the introduction of 

new legislation by the State Government.

In February, Consumer Aff airs Minister 

Jane Garret appointed a panel to look at 

the impact of short-stay accommodation 

in residential buildings and make 

recommendations to herself and Planning 

Minister Richard Wynne.

Th e seven-member panel, which includes 

Watergate short-stay operator and president 

of the Victorian Accommodation Industry 

Association, Paul Salter, has now made 

its recommendation and the ministers 

are expected to announce their decision 

this month.

Continued on page 7.
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Saga just gets worse for 
Queen of Melbourne owner
Life has gone from bad to worse for Queen of Melbourne owner Farooq Qamar, after the Supreme 
Court last month dismissed his claim for almost $150,000 worth of damages.

Mr Qamar made the claim against the City 

of Melbourne and Seaworks after the ship 

was refused berths in Victoria Harbour and 

Williamstown.

Th e Supreme Court decision is the most 

recent blow for the ship owner who 

purchased the Queen of Melbourne in 

Norway early last year for $300,000 and hired 

a crew to sail it back to Australia.

But during the journey things turned sour, 

with half the crew taking part in a mutiny off  

the coast of Spain.

Th e ship eventually made it to Fremantle, 

following the intervention of the Spanish 

authorities.

Since being refused berths in Melbourne, 

Queen of Melbourne has been unable to 

secure a berth elsewhere and is currently 

anchored in Corio Bay near Geelong.

Mr Qamar took the City of Melbourne to the 

Supreme Court alleging it had promised him 

a temporary berth in Victoria Harbour for his 

ship Queen of Melbourne.

He also claimed damages against Seaworks, 

which manages the Williamstown Maritime 

Precinct, alleging the organisation had 

promised a long-term berth for the ship.

Mr Qamar maintained that his decision to 

bring the ship to Melbourne from Fremantle, 

where it had an ongoing berth, was based 

on the alleged guarantees of short and 

long-term berthing made by the City of 

Melbourne and Seaworks.

However, both organisations have 

consistently maintained that no promise of 

short or long-term berthing was made to Mr 

Qamar.

On June 17 Supreme Court Justice Kevin 

Bell dismissed Mr Qamar’s claims, fi nding 

that there was “no reasonable foundation for 

this belief” and ordered him to pay both the 

council’s and Seaworks’ reserved legal costs.

Queen of Melbourne had arrived in 

Docklands on May 10 and was moored 

without permission at the Docklands 

working wharf for a number of days.

Mr Qamar had previously met with City 

of Melbourne waterways operations co-

ordinator Adam Buccholtz in May 2014 to 

discuss obtaining a suitable berth for the 

ship but was told verbally and by email that a 

berth was not available in Docklands.

In March this year, after becoming aware that 

the Queen of Melbourne was in Australian 

waters, having travelled from Norway, Mr 

Buccholtz emailed Mr Qamar to ask whether 

he had secured an alternative berth.

When Mr Qamar responded that he hadn’t 

secured another berth, waterways manager 

Doug Jarvis intervened and emailed Mr 

Qamar, stating there was no suitable berth 

available in Docklands.

During the hearing Mr Qamar alleged that 

he had a phone conversation with Mr Jarvis 

on March 31, during which the promise of a 

temporary berth was made.

Justice Bell confi rmed in his written decision 

that he accepted that Mr Qamar formed a 

“genuine belief” during this conversation 

that Docklands would provide a temporary 

berth upon Queen of Melbourne’s arrival.

However, he also accepted the evidence of 

Mr Jarvis, who consistently denied that any 

promise of a temporary berth was made.

Justice Bell said this evidence was supported 

by an email Mr Jarvis sent to Mr Qamaron 

March 31 confi rming there was no suitable 

berth available for Queen of Melbourne.

In his written decision, Justice Bell said he 

accepted that Mr Qamar brought the ship 

to Melbourne in the expectation that a 

permanent berth would be available, “for he 

is a rational man who would not have done 

so without considering this question”.

“It was Mr Qamar’s belief that he had a short-

term berth for the ship at Docklands when 

necessary and a long-term berth at Seaworks 

subject to the possible requirements to move 

from time to time,” Justice Bell said.

“However, the whole of the evidence reveals 

that there was no reasonable foundation for 

this belief either as to the City of Melbourne 

or to Seaworks.”

Justice Bell also dismissed allegations 

made during the hearing that there was 

“dysfunction at the Docklands Waterways 

Offi  ce”, saying this claim was completely 

without foundation.

Th e Queen of Melbourne was berthed for several days at the Docklands working wharf without permision.
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Revamp for Harbour Town
Shoppers will soon be shielded from the elements when a multimillion-dollar transparent roof 
canopy is installed at Harbour Town.

Th e move is the fi rst in a series of upgrades 

for the centre under the management 

of Ashe Morgan and will also include 

redevelopment of mall facades and shopping 

amenities.

Th e transparent steel and tefl on canopy was 

designed by Th e Buchan Group and aims 

to maintain the “open sense” of the existing 

centre, according to design principal Joe 

Genovesi.

“We have the opportunity to enhance 

the customer experience by providing 

additional protection from the elements by 

incorporating a simple and elegant fl oating 

canopy that allows natural light to penetrate 

and provide a year-round outdoor shopping 

experience,” Mr Genovesi said.

Ashe Morgan has also commissioned the 

Red Design Group to create a design for the 

upgrade of the centre.

“We based our concept for the centre 

around the proposition that Harbour Town 

Melbourne was already unique in its outdoor 

living environment,” Red Design Group 

creative director Colin Bell said.

“Using that, our design theme draws on the 

natural environment with recessed timbers 

contrasting with vegetation to soften the 

walkways – ultimately creating a ‘green 

oasis’ and an opportunity to engage with the 

customers with a range of pause points along 

their shopping journey.”

Th e upgrade will also see under-utilised 

pedestrian bridge and escalators 

removed, allowing for the creation of two 

major plazas.

Ashe Morgan principal Alton Abrahams 

said the company was set to undertake 

signifi cant capital investment in the 

centre in the years ahead.

“We are pleased to see the initial stages 

of the overall master plan coming to 

fruition,” Mr Abrahams said.

“Th ese leading edge upgrades mark the 

beginning of the centre’s multi-staged 

redevelopment project.”

“We look forward to our vision for this 

unique shopping and entertainment 

precinct being brought to life.”

Harbour Town is set to receive a multimillion dollar upgrade when a transparent roof is installed and the centre is refurbished.

New chair for 
Destination 
Docklands 
Destination Docklands has 
a new chairperson following 
the resignation of Dr David 
Cochrane.

Following two years in the role, Dr Cochrane 

stepped down from the position last month.

Existing Destination Docklands board 

member Darren Walls has been appointed to 

the position.

“I leave the role of chairperson in good 

hands and I am pleased that Darren Walls 

has accepted a nomination and has been 

appointed to the role of chairperson with 

the unanimous support of the board,” Dr 

Cochrane said.

“I have full confi dence in Darren to lead 

Destination Docklands into the next 

chapter.”

Mr Walls has served on the Destination 

Docklands board since 2012 and has 

experience in tourism, leisure and sport.

He has previously worked with Grollo 

Leisure and Tourism and Zoos Victoria and 

in January this year established Darren Walls 

& Associates Consulting.

Mr Walls was responsible for conducting 

Destination Docklands’ strategic review 

earlier this year.

“Given the fi ndings of the review Destination 

Docklands has become more focused on 

stakeholder engagement and collaboration, 

as working together will see far greater 

outcomes achieved,” Mr Walls said.

“I wish to thank David for his tenure and 

strong leadership over the past two years and 

also want to thank the City of Melbourne, 

MAB, Mirvac and Lend Lease for their 

ongoing fi nancial and board support and the 

Docklands Chamber of Commerce for their 

support and partnership.”
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Senate inquiry launched 
following Lacrosse apartment fi re
Th e senate will investigate “dodgy” imported building materials following the fi re that took hold of the Lacrosse apartment building 
in Docklands last year.

Independent Senator Nick Xenophon last 

month announced the senate inquiry into 

the safety and legality of imported building 

materials, in a move that has been co-

sponsored by Senators John Madigan and 

Jacqui Lambie.

Th e inquiry follows a range of incidents 

including windows falling off  the new ASIO 

headquarters in Canberra and the November 

25 Lacrosse fi re.

In April, an MFB report found that non-

compliant, combustible materials used 

in the external cladding of the building 

contributed to the rapid spread of the fi re, 

which was started by a stray cigarette.

Th e inquiry follows consultation between 

Senators Xenophon, Madigan and Lambie 

with the Housing Industry Association 

(HIA), Australian Windows Association 

chief executive Tracey Gramlick and other 

representatives of Australian building 

product makers.

Th e HIA supports the move and last month 

called for a formal inquiry into non-

conforming building products.

“Th e problem of non-genuine and non-

tested building materials and components 

making their way into the building product 

supply chain is growing. Regardless of where 

something is manufactured it should meet 

Australian compliance standards,” HIA 

building products spokesperson Kristin 

Brookfi eld said.

“With more and more products being 

manufactured off shore, and increased access 

to these products by individuals, the need to 

focus on compliance has never been greater.”

Senator Xenophon said a key aspect of 

the inquiry would be the inspection and 

regulation framework that was clearly failing.

“Th is inquiry is a breakthrough in addressing 

what many of the building industry and their 

clients have known for some time: Australia 

has become a dumping ground for some of 

the world’s dodgiest and most dangerous 

building products,” he said.

Th e Senate inquiry will address:

  Th e economic impact of non-conforming 

building products on the Australian 

building and construction industry;

  Th e impact of non-conforming products 

on industry supply chains, workplace 

safety, costs passed on to customers and 

the overall quality of Australian buildings; 

and

  Possible improvements to the current 

regulatory frameworks for ensuring that 

building products conform to Australian 

standards.

Th e Metropolitan Fire Brigade (MFB) has 

also called for a coronial investigation into 

the Lacrosse apartment fi re.

Th e Coroners Court of Victoria last month 

confi rmed it had received the MFB’s 

request for State Coroner Judge Ian Gray to 

investigate the Lacrosse fi re.

Th e November 25 fi re caused more than 

$5 million worth of damage and led to the 

evacuation of more than 400 residents.

While no deaths or injuries resulted from the 

incident, the Coroners Court can investigate 

fi res.

“Th e MFB had been advised that Judge Gray 

will consider the request to investigate the 

Lacrosse fi re, Docklands,” a Coroners Court 

of Victoria spokesperson said.

“Th e Coroners Court will advise the MFB of 

the State Coroner’s decision in due course.”

Th e Victorian Building Authority (VBA) is 

also continuing its investigation into the 

conduct of Lacrosse builder LU Simon 

Builders and the building surveyor.

A class action relating to the fi re could also 

still be on the cards. In April, Slater and 

Gordon confi rmed it had received enquiries 

from more than 100 Lacrosse residents and 

owners and was investigating whether they 

had claims against the builder and building 

surveyor.

Th e law fi rm did not provide any further 

comment when contacted by Docklands 

News last month.

At the same time the VBA is conducting an 

audit of cladding on 170 high-rise buildings 

to determine whether there has been further 

use of non-compliant cladding.

Th e builders and building surveyors involved 

in the projects were asked to provide 

the VBA with evidence that the external 

cladding used complies with the National 

Th e November 25 fi re blazed up the building’s exterior.

Construction Code by June 19.

Th e VBA is currently examining the 

requested material and is following up with 

buildings and building surveyors who have 

not yet responded.

Th e VBA had also used its coercive powers 

to compel LU Simon to disclose any other 

buildings where it used Alucobest, the same 

cladding product used at Lacrosse.

In April LU Simon Builders’ Peter Devitt said 

aluminium composite panels (ACP) such as 

Alucobest had been widely used in Australia 

and internationally and conformed to 

Australian building codes and standards.
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Lend Lease turns 
its focus on people
Lend Lease will continue to focus on the residential market over 
the next 12 months.

Th e developer last month received planning 

approval for its dual apartment tower project 

on Collins St and plans to launch other 

residential projects over the next year.

Already 70 per cent sold, construction of the 

fi rst of the Collins St buildings began at the 

end of last month.

Th e twin developments, located on the 

waterfront at 889 and 883 Collins St, each 

feature a podium, a 29-storey tower, and a 

23-storey tower.

Combined the developments will add 1064 

apartments and 18 mixed-use suites to 

Victoria Harbour.

According to Lend Lease’s project director 

for Victoria Harbour, Tim Campbell, the 

current phase of development in Victoria 

Harbour is all about people.

“Together with two residential projects 

currently under construction, Concavo 

and 888 Collins St, these projects will add 

1820 residences to the precinct over the 

next couple of years, which will triple our 

residential population and help deliver 

on our vision to create a true mixed-use 

community,” Mr Campbell said.

“Architect Koichi Takada’s fl uid designs will 

defi ne these rare Melbourne buildings that 

combine both a Collins St and waterfront 

address.”

“We’re seeing strong demand in the precinct 

and plan to launch further residential 

projects in the next 12 months,” Mr Campbell 

said.

“It’s exciting to see the community develop 

as the residential population increases.”

Apartment prices will range from $395,000 

to $1.8 million and the buildings will feature 

a pool, gym, lounge, rooftop terrace and 

outdoor dining and lounge area.

Construction of both developments is due 

for completion in October 2017.

An artist’s impression of Lend Lease’s recently-approved residential towers.

Docklands is 
a powerhouse
By Shane Scanlan

A major report from PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) last 
month reinforced what we Docklanders know, but is little 
understood or appreciated by outsiders – that we are punching 
well above our weight when it comes to driving the national 
economy.

Th e Understanding the Economy From 

the Ground Up report shows that the 

Australian economy grew 46 per cent 

($461 billion) between 2001 and 2014 and 

that the best performer during that time 

was Melbourne’s CBD – which includes 

Docklands and Southbank.

Melbourne CBD contributed $24.4 billion 

and grew 76 per cent during the 13-year 

period – more than Sydney CBD and more 

than the best Western Australian mining 

regions of Ashburton and East Pilbara.

Th e Sydney CBD economy grew 37 

per cent during the same period, with 

the report authors pointing out that its 

potential growth, unlike Melbourne’s, is 

geographically constrained.

Th e report shows a growing national 

reliance on a handful of standout local 

performers such as Docklands.

PwC looked at the “granular” modelling 

of more than 2000 locations across 

Australia to uncover how fragmented 

and concentrated our economy is, PwC 

economic director Rob Tyson said on 

June 25.

“Th is information provides a huge 

opportunity for business and government 

to tailor investment strategies to local 

nuances,” Mr Tyson said while releasing 

the geospatial economic modelling 

(GEM) on each region.

Th e report found that economic 

development is concentrated in just a few 

locations, with nearly one in fi ve dollars 

of Australia’s national income comes from 

just 10 locations (out of 2214 locations).

“Th is implies that there are a very small 

handful of locations that really matter to 

the Australian economy,” the report said. 

“Th ere are a very large number of locations 

in Australia that, from an economic 

perspective, matter very little.”

“A key trend, masked during the recent 

resource booms, has been the role that CBDs 

and concentrations of high value add urban 

economic cluster have played in driving this 

trend.”

“While the spotlight has been on the Pilbara 

and the phenomenal growth of economic 

activity generated from these resource 

deposits, it has actually been these urban 

areas which have been steadily generating a 

larger share of economic output.”

“Th is has driven the bulk of this change and 

is also the most important factor as we move 

beyond the mining boom.”

Th e report pointed out that, despite 

national growth, one in three locations went 

backwards during the study period.

And, while this is not so important from a 

national perspective, it highlights a growing 

gap between economic winners and losers.

“Fewer key locations will be relied upon 

to drive an increasingly large share of 

economic growth.  From an economic point 

of view, this implies we should potentially be 

less worried about the fact that one in three 

locations are contracting,” the report says.

“However, from a social and equity point 

of view this creates unique challenges and 

potential confl icts between economic and 

social policy and investment imperatives.”

Th e regions where economic activity is going 

backwards include Churchill (-21 per cent) 

and Moe (-20 per cent) in the LaTrobe Valley.
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Concern over Collins Square
Village Docklands’ residents 
remain concerned over the 
development of neighbouring 
Collins Square.

Residents met with Collins Square developer 

Walker Corporation at the Library at the 

Dock last month to discuss their concerns. 

Walker Corporation had promised to 

respond to the residents concerns raised 

in the meeting, however it had yet to do so 

when Docklands News went to print.

Docklands News attended to report on the 

meeting but was excluded.

Walker Corporation did not respond to 

questions raised by Docklands News about 

the meeting prior to deadline.

According to Village Docklands owners’ 

corporation (OC) chairperson Graham 

Standfi eld, the meeting allowed residents to 

discuss issues and concerns relating to the 

Collins Square development.

“Th e most signifi cant issues are the privacy 

of our north facing residents, who will now 

have offi  ce workers looking directly into their 

bedrooms and living rooms,” Mr Standfi eld 

said.

Residents remain concerned over a lack of 

privacy due to the close proximity of the 

building and the transparency of windows.

According to a letter received by Village 

Docklands resident Janine Standfi eld in April 

from the Department of Environment, Land, 

Water and Planning, privacy of residents was 

a key consideration in planning approvals for 

the Walker Corporation development.

Th e letter states that windows adjacent to 

private space are required to be at a high 

fl oor level with translucent glazing and that 

this was a condition of the planning permit.

However, residents say the building’s 

windows are completely transparent.

“Th e usability of our podium level, outdoor 

recreation space and pool is also a great 

concern, with the surrounding offi  ce towers 

creating unacceptable privacy concerns, 

wind impacts and overshadowing.”

“We are now also concerned that the latest 

Walker tower 5 has also been designed to 

vent all their car park pollution over our pool 

and barbecue area as well. All of these issues 

combined will cause our pool and barbecue 

to become unusable.”

Mr Standfi eld said traffi  c management was 

also a concern, with car parks and loading 

dock entrances for the new building located 

directly opposite the Village Docklands 

building.

However, he said this was not a direct Walker 

Corporation responsibility, as their plans 

had been approved.

According to Mr Standfi eld, residents are 

also concerned about risks to pedestrian 

safety as a result of the Collins Square 

development. 

Mr Standfi eld said the public realm at the 

front of the Goods Shed was transferred to 

Walker Corporation and a footpath used 

by Etihad Stadium crowds to access the 

Wurundjeri Way intersection had been 

fenced off .

“Signifi cant crowds of people are now being 

funnelled around our building, via the tram 

stop stairs and platform, and we believe 

there is a high risk that someone will be 

injured here in the near future.” 

Mr Standfi eld said the issue remained with 

the City of Melbourne and Yarra Trams to 

resolve.

Th e commercial nature of the precinct 

surrounding their building came as a 

surprise to many Village Docklands 

residents, who bought into the development 

when it was part of plans for a residential 

enclave.

Th e Collins Square site was originally 

intended to be the site of four residential 

buildings, under a master plan by Malaysian 

developer Kuok Group.

However, the global fi nancial crisis saw the 

developer sell the site to Walker Corporation, 

which then changed the development plan 

for the area.

Village Docklands is now the sole residential 

building on the site, in what has become one 

of Docklands’ key commercial precincts.

Village Docklands residents met with representatives from Walker Corporation last month to discuss their concerns.

Tram 
accident
Morning peak-hour trams 
along LaTrobe St were 
disrupted on June 25 when a 
driver made a U-turn across 
the tracks without warning 
and collided with a tram.

Th e driver of the car was taken to the 

Royal Melbourne Hospital for treatment, 

and the driver’s-side of the car was 

signifi cantly damaged in the collision. 

Th e driver and passengers on the route 86 

tram did not report any injuries, and were 

advised of alternative travel options. 

Th e City Circle and route 86 trams 

temporarily terminated at LaTrobe St 

until the scene was cleared. Normal tram 

services resumed at 9.20am.

Yarra Trams Spokesperson Melanie Lim 

said this incident illustrated the need for 

greater awareness among the general 

public when travelling around trams. 

“Our message to motorists is to stay clear 

of the yellow line and always check for 

trams before turning,” Ms Lim said. “Right-

hand turns or U-turns without warning 

can give no time for a tram to stop.” 

A tram collided with a car on LaTrobe St last month.



Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no Docklands News

 ISSUE 110    DOCKLANDS NEWS    7    

MAB - RPT
LAST CHANCE TO TAKE ADVANTAGE

OF FULL STAMP DUTY SAVINGS.

SALES CENTRE
OPEN DAILY 10AM-5PM
100 NEWQUAY PROMENADE
DOCKL ANDS 3008

O R  V I S I T
NQPROMENADE .COM .AU

It’s living just moments from Melbourne’s 
best attractions. It’s 4,6O9m2 of green 
space at your fi ngertips and the sea air 
on your cheeks.

It’s luxurious residents’ facilities 
including 25m indoor pool, library and 
lush rooftop garden. 

It’s maritime-inspired interiors with views 

reaching across the city and the park.

It’s a place to live, and a place to invest. 

At Aqui Promenade… it’s all here.

Call 1300 137 590 today for more 

information.

ARTIST IMPRESSION

CONSTRUCTIO
N

NOW COMMENCED

D O C K L A N D S 
C O S M E T I C  C L I N I C

ALL TREATMENTS PERFORMED 
BY HIGHLY EXPERIENCED  

AHPRA REGISTERED  
DOCTOR’S & NURSES

WWW.DOCKL ANDSCOSMETICCLINIC.COM.AU

FOR MEN & WOMEN

Located inside Victoria Harbour Medical Centre  
850 Collins St (entry via Merchant St)

0419 224 491 TO BOOK OR MORE INFO

SPECIALISING IN 
ANTI WRINKLE & 
DERMAL FILLER 

TREATMENTS

Victory at VCAT for short-stays
Continued from page 1.

Mr Salter said he was looking forward to the 

decision now that the panel had completed 

its joint submission and applauded the 

decision of VCAT member Rowland.

“I would like to thank VCAT Member Ms 

Linda Rowland for making her decision 

based on the relevant laws, she indicated she 

would take this approach at the end of the 

hearing in May,” Mr Salter said.

“Her decision will enhance the fabric of the 

Melbourne community by enabling greater 

accommodation choice for consumers and 

it will further help to secure the city as one 

of the most liveable in the world, attracting 

both local and overseas visitors.”

Th e VCAT decision follows action taken 

against nine lot owners by the Watergate OC. 

Th e OC alleged owners had breached OC 

rules through the use of their apartments 

as short-stay accommodation as part of Mr 

Salter’s Docklands Executive Apartments 

business.

In her written decision, published on June 

29, Ms Rowlands said she proposed to 

dismiss the Watergate OC’s application and 

make fi nal orders at a hearing on July 29.

Member Rowlands found the Watergate OC’s 

rule restricting stays of less than 30 days was 

invalid under both the Subdivision Act 1988 

and the Owners Corporation Act 2006.

Th e additional rule was passed in August 

2004, at the inaugural general meeting of the 

OC, and was made under the Subdivision 

Act 1988.

However, existing rules were carried on 

when the Owners Corporation Act 2006 

came into eff ect, requiring Member 

Rowlands to test the validity of the rule 

under both Acts.

She found the decision was not valid under 

the Subdivision Act 1988 because there 

was “no specifi c function or power” given 

to bodies corporate to regulate the use of a 

private lot.

She said, under the Act the general functions 

and powers of the OC were to administer the 

common property. 

But the rule in question regulated any trade, 

profession or business in residential lots and 

banned short-term letting altogether.

According to Member Rowlands, the only 

source of power to make the rule would be 

with relation to the Standard Rules around 

preventing nuisance, hazard or noise.

However, she found it was not suffi  ciently 

connected to the Standard Rules to have 

been made by the body corporate and 

was “beyond powers” because it sought to 

prohibit certain types of uses rather than 

regulate activities of occupiers.

Member Rowlands also found the OC did 

not have the power to prohibit short-term 

letting under the Owners Corporation Act 

2006.

Th e OC had relied on powers to make rules 

given to it under Schedule 1 of the Act, 

specifi cally relating to health, safety and 

security, use of common property, change of 

use of lots and behaviour of persons.

Member Rowlands said she was not 

persuaded the change of lots power enabled 

OCs to make what she called “town planning 

decisions” and said it did not give OCs the 

power to determine the use of a lot.

She also found that the rule could not be 

made under OC powers relating to health, 

safety and security because these powers 

did not extend to prohibiting a legal use or 

determining the use of a lot.

Member Rowlands found no factual basis 

that short-term letting aff ected the health, 

safety and security of other occupants.

In relation to behaviour, Member Rowlands 

said there was little evidence of the 

behaviour of long-term occupants and 

accordingly, it was diffi  cult to determine 

whether short-term occupants caused more 

damage and created more nuisances.

However, Member Rowlands said even if 

she accepted that short-term occupants did 

cause more issues due to their behaviour, 

the powers given to the OC did not extend to 

prohibiting a “lawful use” of a lot.



8    DOCKLANDS NEWS    ISSUE 110

Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no Docklands News

You can’t stop the music
 Continued from page 1.

Th e group behind the choir project, Open 

Door Singers, last month announced the 

choir would be continuing in Docklands as 

Open Door Singers Docklands.

Open Door Singers musical director and 

conductor Shaun Islip said the initial eight-

week project had been a great success and 

had created enough momentum for the 

choir to continue.

“Th e eight-week project was a roaring 

success,” Mr Islip said. “It’s created a self-

sustaining and rapidly growing choir.”

Over the course of the choir project about 

40 Docklands locals have joined the group, 

while a further 20 from other areas have also 

regularly attended.

Th e 60-strong choir performed together for 

the fi rst time in public to a packed house at 

Th e Hub on June 17.

“From the moment that the choir began 

singing, I and many others there, were 

overwhelmed by the quality and volume of 

the sound produced,” Mr Islip said.

“I could not have been more proud of 

everyone and it is my great honour and joy to 

continue as conductor of Open Door Singers 

Docklands as we now set our sails for all that 

lies ahead in the future.”

Th e initial eight-week choir project was held 

at the Library at the Dock and was free for 

participants due to the support of Th e City 

of Melbourne.

Docklands choir, a personal refl ection
By Dr Yvonne Zhou-Grundy

On Wednesday June 17, the Docklands Choir held its fi rst concert after eight weeks of rehearsal. 

Th anks to Sarah Lindenmayer, our City of 

Melbourne neighbourhood development 

offi  cer, who initiated a start-up funding from 

the council for us. 

Th e purpose of setting up this choir project 

was to bring local residents out of their 

apartments to socialise and meet with each 

other through singing.

On the fi rst day of choir rehearsal in April, 

we had more than 90 people gathered at one 

of the activity rooms at the Library at Th e 

Dock. 

Th e choir attracted local residents from 

Yarra’s Edge, Victoria Harbour and other 

parts of Docklands. 

We also have people from other community 

choirs in other parts of Melbourne. Some 

of them travel to Docklands from Glen 

Waverley and Dandenong. Since its 

inception in April, we have international 

visitors and students from Japan, South 

Korea and Brazil come sing with us. 

Refl ecting on the past eight weeks of 

rehearsal, it was truly a little journey of 

fi nding my voice through joy of singing, 

meeting new friends and engaging and 

catching up with neighbours in the 

community. 

I like music in general but never had any 

singing experience before. I wasn’t sure what 

to expect at the beginning.

Nevertheless, I decided to join the choir 

project and see how I would go with the 

singing. 

Our choir master and music director Shaun 

Islip is also the head of the Open Door 

Singers. His excellent skills and inclusive 

approach has brought out the best in us. His 

witty sense of humour really put new singers 

at ease. 

Each week as the project progressed, I found 

it easier to sing and my confi dence in my 

singing ability also rose. 

Eight weeks have gone so quickly and I have 

decided to continue with the Open Door 

Singers Docklands for the long haul. 

My experience of singing in the choir project 

is truly an amazing one. I would never 

thought I could stand up singing in the 

public, but I have now completed the project 

Following the conclusion of the project, 

choir participants will be asked to pay an 

annual membership fee of $75 and $6 per 

rehearsal attendance.

Th e group is also looking to start a 

sponsorship program to allow people who 

may not be able to aff ord the membership 

fees to participate.

“We off er a warm welcome to anyone who is 

interested in joining the choir,” Mr Islip said.

“Anyone is welcome, you don’t need any 

experience and there are no auditions.”

Mr Islip said he was confi dent the Docklands 

choir would grow.

He called on the example of the Open Doors 

Singers choir in Camberwell, which started 

with 50 people and has now grown to over 

300 members.

“My aim and hope is to unite the Docklands 

community in song and provide a place of 

warm and welcome,” Mr Islip said.

Th e group has already been asked to perform 

at a number of events, including the 180th 

Melbourne Day celebrations in Docklands 

on August 30.

Open Door Singers Docklands gathers at the 

Hub in Docklands each Wednesday from 

5.45pm to 7pm.

For more information about Open Door 

Singers visit www.opendoorsingers.org.au

and attended this fi rst choir concert and 

looking forward to many more to come. 

I highly recommend the choir to anyone to 

join us at 5.45pm every Wednesday at the 

Docklands Hub. 

Our repertoire is accessible to everyone and 

no audition is required. 

As noted on the Open Door Singers website 

“All are welcome and it is open to everyone 

of every ability, age and background.”

Docklands resident and Open Doors Singers Docklands member Yvonne Zhou-Grundy.
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Tolhurst Druce & Emmerson Level 3, 520 Bourke Street, Melbourne   T 9670 0700   www.tde.com.au

Q I am currently living in a physically violent domestic relationship. What should I do?

A

Tolhurst Druce & Emmerson Working with individuals, families & business.

Randall Bradshaw answers your legal questions.

There are things that you must do to protect yourself and your children. 
Firstly, talk to someone. Tell your doctor, lawyer, friend or family about what 
is going on. If you are in any way concerned for the safety of yourself or your 
children, apply for an Intervention Order from the Magistrates’ Court. 
If an incident of physical abuse or property damage occurs – call the Police 
immediately. It is also very important that you contact us to ensure that your 
legal position is protected.

Call for advice on wills, probate, estates and trusts; conveyancing and property
law; family law; commercial law; litigation and dispute resolution. 

Skies to light up
Th e harbour skies are set to sparkle this winter, with the return of 
the free Friday night fi reworks at Docklands. 

Th e weekly displays will run through July 

and August as a part of the Docklands Winter 

Festival along the NewQuay promenade. 

Rug up and enjoy the all-ages event from 

the promenade, or get down early to watch 

the fi reworks from one of the waterfront 

restaurants and bars. 

City of Melbourne councilor Beverley 

Pinder-Mortimer said the fi reworks program 

was designed to invigorate the precinct 

during the quieter winter months.

“With free entertainment and fi reworks 

every Friday night we are encouraging 

everyone to rally friends and family and 

visit one of the many Docklands waterfront 

restaurants or bars for prime viewing,” Cr 

Pinder-Mortimer said.

“Th e Docklands Winter Fireworks program 

has been a huge success in previous 

years, with up to 2500 people fl ocking into 

NewQuay on Friday nights to make the most 

of the entertainment.”

“While many cities go into hibernation 

during winter, Melbourne puts on a show 

like no other.”

Entertainment kicks off  from 6.30pm on 

July 3 with performances from Swing Patrol 

dancers, Th e Snow King and Queen and 

Dream Bear. Fireworks begin at 7.30pm.

Focus on 
attracting events 
Destination Docklands will turn its attention to attracting 
events to Docklands rather than staging them itself.

Th roughout its fi ve-year history the local 

marketing body has staged numerous 

events, but events and marketing director 

Kelly Jensen said a recent review of the 

organisation had led to the new position 

on events.

“Th is is a signifi cant shift for Destination 

Docklands, away from event delivery 

towards event facilitation,” Ms Jensen said.

Destination Docklands plans to engage 

an agency to conduct a research project 

to determine Docklands’ capability to 

host events and the suitability of events to 

precincts.

Th e agency will also facilitate connections 

with existing Docklands event organisers 

and connect Docklands to event organisers 

and communities who have not previously 

hosted Docklands-based events.

“We will then develop and negotiate 

opportunities to expand and enhance 

Docklands’ event calendar to see existing 

and new event activity rolled out across 

the precinct,” Ms Jensen said.

Destination Docklands’ decision to 

move away from hosting events itself 

was prompted by a two-month strategic 

review of the organisation conducted 

earlier this year.

According to Ms Jensen, the review 

allowed the organisation to compare its 

activity with others in the industry and 

assess Docklands’ needs as a maturing 

precinct.

“In many areas of our business plan for 

the year ahead we have refocused our 

objectives to better meet destination 

needs,” Ms Jensen said.

Other new initiatives include the 

development of a destination marketing 

plan, which Ms Jensen said would provide 

a detailed investigation into Docklands 

as a destination for visitors, workers and 

businesses.

Th e organisation will also seek to improve 

the public perception of Docklands and 

will engage publicity and media houses to 

promote Docklands in mainstream and 

alternative media.

Ms Jensen said Destination Docklands 

also planned to represent Docklands at 

upcoming trade shows in order to profi le 

the area to people who support the visitor 

industry, including hotel concierges, front 

of house staff , conference organisers, tour 

guides, taxi drivers and City of Melbourne 

visitor centre volunteers.

Destination Docklands will also continue to 

focus on social media channels including 

Facebook and Instagram.

Ms Jensen said throughout the next year the 

organisation would have a greater focus on 

collaboration and partnerships.

Destination Docklands and the Docklands 

Chamber of Commerce have recently 

forged a stronger working relationship and 

the organisations are currently working to 

formalise their agreement.

Destination Docklands has also formed 

the Docklands Marketing Committee, 

bringing together representatives from 

across Docklands to share information and 

resources. You can learn more about the 

committee in our report on page 11.



AFL AT ETIHAD STADIUM / ICE SKATING AT MEDIBANK ICEHOUSE

PLAN YOUR CITY ADVENTURE MELBOURNE.VIC.GOV.AU/WINTER

FREE FRIDAY FIREWORKS
Every Friday night in July and August New Quay Piazza, Docklands
Entertainment from 6.30pm - 8.30pm Fireworks 7.30pm
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Bold .  Fresh .  Zesty .
Our menu features Mexican and Spanish cuis ine with an Aussie twist .

Tue–Fri:  5pm–10pm
Sat–Sun:  11am–3pm & 5pm–10pm

Marketing group a success
A new Docklands-wide marketing group is helping local stakeholders share information.

Set-up by Destination Docklands, the 

Docklands Marketing Committee (DMC) has 

been meeting bi-monthly since February.

According to Destination Docklands events 

and marketing director Kelly Jensen, the 

group was established to open lines of 

communication between key stakeholders to 

share information and resources.

“Th e DMC representatives will take form 

as a steering committee which will act as 

advisors and collaborators on a variety of 

projects coming up later this year and into 

the future,” Ms Jensen said.

Th e 18 members of the group include 

Harbour Town, City of Melbourne, the 

Icehouse, MAB, Atlantic Group, Melbourne 

Passenger Boat Association, the Docklands 

Chamber of Commerce, Collins Square, 

Mirvac, Etihad Stadium, Wonderland 

Fun Park, Lend Lease, Places Victoria and 

Melbourne Star.

“Th e wonderful thing about this committee 

is it brings together a cross-section of 

intelligent Docklands marketing and 

communications professionals who are 

driving development, experiences and 

opportunities for Docklands, yet there is 

a shared goal of enhancing Docklands as 

a destination, whether that be for visitors, 

workers, business owners of residents,” Ms 

Jensen said.

Members of the Docklands Marketing Committee.

Behind 
closed doors
Fancy taking a walk around 
NAB’s headquarters? Or 
perhaps you’d prefer to 
explore the Channel 9 
studios?

Th is month you’ll have the chance to 

take a peek inside some of Docklands 

most interesting buildings, during Open 

House Melbourne. 

More than 100 buildings across the city, 

including many in Docklands, will open 

their doors to the public as part of the 

event.

In Docklands, Open House participants 

can visit the Channel 9 Studios, Forte, 

Medibank, the Library at the Dock, the 

Mission to Seafarers and NAB’s 700 

Bourke St headquarters.

Th e Port of Melbourne will also off er boat 

tours of the port.

Open House Melbourne has been 

running since 2008 and this year has 

expanded from a weekend event to an 

annual program.

“Demand for Open House Melbourne’s 

program has grown signifi cantly and 

in order to meet this demand, we 

have moved to an annual program; 

augmenting the popular weekend with 

talks, exhibitions, special guided tours 

and kids’ activities,” creative director 

Emma Telfer said.

Open House Melbourne takes place 

across Melbourne from July 25-26.

For more information visit 

www.openhousemelbourne.org
Ms Jensen said the DMC opportunity had 

been well received by members and that 

there was an opportunity for other parties 

to present information at the bi-monthly 

meeting. Interested parties are encouraged 

to contact Destination Docklands.

“Destination Docklands next seeks to 

establish a similar committee group with 

representatives of the major Docklands 

corporate organisations to strengthen the 

lines of communication between these 

workforces and ensure that Docklands 

workers have the full opportunity to 

understand and participate in local 

Docklands activity,” Ms Jensen said.NAB’S 700 Bourke St building will open its doors 

during Open House Melbourne.
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Alma Doepel 
Update

It’s full steam ahead for the Alma Doepel restoration team and 
its plans for a fundraising gala luncheon at Etihad Stadium 
next month.

Th e lunch is being hosted by Alma 

Doepel’s owner Sail and Adventure and the 

Docklands Chamber of Commerce at Etihad 

Stadium’s Medallion Room on August 28.

Attendees are invited to join Peter Hitchener 

from Channel 9 and other distinguished 

guests from Melbourne’s business 

community to rally behind the cause.

Th e lunch will run from 12pm – 2pm and 

tickets are available for $220 for individuals 

and $2000 for tables of ten.

For more information and to book a table 

visit www.voyageofalifetime.com.au

Th e Alma Doepel restoration team have 

also launched a crowd-funding campaign to 

raise the $5000 needed to replace the Alma’s 

“knees”.

Th e restoration is restoring the 50 wooden 

structural bracings or “knees” for Alma’s 

hull.

Professional shipbuilders have found that 35 

of the knees can be repaired, but 15 will need 

to be completely replaced.

Since launching the campaign $1555 has 

been pledged towards the project.

Visit www.letsact.com.au/projects/alma-

needs-new-knees/ for more information 

and to donate.

And there’s plenty more fundraising 

to be done with around $1.7 million 

needed to complete the restoration of the 

historic top-sail schooner and return it to 

Docklands’ waters.

Th e total fundraising tally for June is 

$4912.

Denis Spinley:  $1000

Norman Boreham:  $500

Old Hogs Cycling Group:  $500

Janette Spinley:  $500

Garry and Jan Dell’oro:  $100

Hermione Agee:  $500

Barbara Dann:  $62

D Baddington:  $50

Roger M Parish:  $200

LK and RM Woolley:  $1000

Ian Savins:  $500

New art space for 
Yarra’s Edge
Yarra’s Edge now has its own art gallery after artist Demian 
Gibbins opened a pop-up space at the Array tower last month.

Th e acclaimed artist unveiled his entry into 

the Archibald Prize, a portrait of  Australian 

actor Russell Kiefel, at the new gallery 

in June.

Created in a retail space at the base of the 

building, the Global Perspective Gallery will 

showcase Mr Gibbin’s Archibald entry and 

his Global Village series.

“Th e Global Perspective Gallery will be a 

culmination of two year’s of hard work, 

inspired by the places I’ve been and the 

people I’ve met,” Mr Gibbins said.

Th e gallery will be open Wednesday to 

Friday from 11am to 6pm until July 31.

Mr Gibbins will be painting in the gallery 

and will be available for personalised tours.

Artist Demian Gibbins has opened a pop-up gallery at Array in Yarra’s Edge.
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AA Real Estate & Business Brokers 
Suite 88b, 90 Lorimer Street 
Docklands  VIC. 3008

Tel: 03 9645 2988 
Fax: 03 9645 4588
www.aabusinessbrokers.com.au 
sales@aabusinessbrokers.com.au

Proud members of

Specialists in the sale of businesses and franchises across all sectors
We dominate the marketplace in Melbourne and across Victoria    
Committed to excellence in service and customer satisfaction
We guarantee the highest standards in integrity & professionalism
Call us for an obligation free appraisal of your valuable business
We offer sensible and well informed advice on current market conditions

Ahmet Ali  /  m. 0400 650 770 
Managing Director 
Licensed Estate Agent / Business Broker

New towers 
planned 
for Harbour 
Town
Capital Alliance Investment 
Group plans to construct 
two buildings, potentially 
including a hotel, above 
Harbour Town Shopping 
Centre.

Th e investment group last month 

held a consultation session to inform 

the community of its plans to seek an 

amendment to the existing Waterfront 

City Outline Development Plan.

Capital Alliance is seeking an 

amendment to allow construction of 

a 36-storey mixed-use development 

comprising residential apartments and 

a proposed 5-star hotel along with a 

30-storey residential apartment building.

Subject to planning approval, 

construction of the fi rst building is 

scheduled to begin between November 

2016 and September 2017, with 

completion of both buildings due 

in 2021.

Th e investment group secured the 

development rights for the site from 

Ashe Morgan, which had earlier secured 

the Harbour Town site, including 

undeveloped land parcels, from ING for 

$150 million.

Ashe Morgan’s plans for development of 

land parcels surrounding Harbour Town 

are yet to be confi rmed.

However, the Sydney-based real estate 

investment group has previously told 

Docklands News that its fi rst task would 

be the revitalisation of Harbour Town.

Docklands 
News says 
“Yes” to that
Th e City of Melbourne has 
allocated $50,000 to assist 
small, local publishers like 
Docklands News.

Th e council currently spends 

hundreds of thousands of dollars 

on corporate advertising with large 

media conglomerates, despite these 

publications having limited local reach.

When adopting its 2015/15 budget at a 

special Future Melbourne Committee 

meeting on June 18, councillors accepted 

the recommendation that:

“An additional $50,000 to be spent on 

advertising in line with Council’s small 

business grants program, with the funds 

to be directed to smaller innovative 

start-up or digital publications which are 

distributed or consumed in the City of 

Melbourne or align with specifi c council 

goals (such as sustainability).”

Cr Jackie Watts wanted to know whether 

this included print publications, to which 

City of Melbourne fi nance chair, Cr 

Stephen Mayne, replied:

“Th e idea is that it covers all small 

start ups in the City of Melbourne.  So 

it’s meant to be broad, boutique and 

newish-type publications.”

Cr Watts said:  “As long as print media is 

considered as well.”

Cr Mayne replied: “Yes, that’s the idea.”

Docklands News says: “Yes, Stephen, 

that’s a great idea!”

MAB launches the 
Banksia project 
MAB’s latest residential development Banksia was offi  cially 
launched earlier this month as part of Dockland’s NewQuay 
Precinct transformation. 

Th e $140 million project will also see a 4600 

sqm park set around the new tower allowing 

residents plenty of green space.

MAB founder and executive director Andrew 

Buxton said the new venture would enhance 

the waterfront living lifestyle of Docklands. 

“Th ere are only a handful of locations with 

the necessary attributes for a true luxury 

project and we felt that the Docklands was 

one of those opportunities. We wanted 

to optimise this spectacular site and are 

delighted to showcase what MAB can 

achieve with Banksia,” he said.

“Banksia and public spaces like this new 

park provide a boost to not only NewQuay 

but the Docklands as a whole, helping to 

fulfi l its potential as one of Australia’s prime 

waterfront locations.” 

“We want Docklands to become more than 

just apartments and offi  ce buildings, but a 

place people love to live, work, play and visit. 

Having public spaces including waterfront 

gardens, parks and art will drive this 

transformation.”

Banksia will include 108 apartments across 

18 levels varying from one to four bedroom 

luxury residences, as well as penthouses. 

Construction of Banksia is set to begin 

later this year with completion aimed at 

early 2018.

An artist’s impression of the Banksia project.



Terms and Conditions apply. Offers only valid on Friday nights between 3 July - 28 August 2015 at Harbour Town Melbourne Shopping Centre. Discounts cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer unless otherwise 
stated. All offers are correct at the time of printing and may be subject to change without prior notice. For more information on each offer please enquire within the store or visit harbourtownmelbourne.com.au

WINE,  
DINE & PLAY  

AMONGST THE  
FIREWORKS.

Every Friday night throughout  
July and August.

Friday nights are lighting up at Harbour Town, with exclusive dining and entertainment offers!

MAKE A  NIGHT OF IT &  
SEE IT FROM  THE STAR!

Blacklight Mini Golf 
1 free child’s game with  
2 paying adults

Burger Monster 
Spend $40 or more and 
receive 10% off

Chilli Padi
Order 2 main dishes 
and receive one serve 
of vegetable spring rolls 
(valued at $5.90) for FREE
Management reserves the rights to change 
offering subject to availability

Chocolateria San Churro 
Buy 1 ‘churros for one’  
and receive double  
churros FREE
Excludes churro fiesta

Degani
Any 12 inch pizza and  
drink $14.95
All kids meals and a  
drink $9.95

Gelateria on the Docks
15% off 

Gloria Jeans
Purchase any drink and 
receive 20% off the  
food menu

Gold Leaf
Order the banquet 
menu and receive a 
complimentary glass of wine
Banquet must be consumed before 7.30pm 
to receive the complimetary glass of wine

Harbour Town Hotel 
Free kid’s ice-cream with 
any kid’s meal purchased

Laser Tag 3000 
Buy 1 game and receive your 
2nd game for FREE

Le Cirque 
Receive a FREE small coffee 
or cold drink with any meal 
ordered from the menu, plus 
enjoy live music

Nando’s 
Receive a complimentary 
¼ chicken with any meal 
purchase

The Coffee Club
Spend $30 or more and 
receive 10% off, plus enjoy 
live music from 6pm – 9pm
Valid from 5pm onwards

Tunza Fun
Buy 1 get 1 FREE on XD  
theatre game

www.harbourtownmelbourne.com.au
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W i n t e r  w a r m e r s  

Experience an Italian winter at va bene.  

Slow cooked meats and silky pastas will  

ward off the winter chill. Come into our  

cosy dining space and let us warm you up.

Shed 9, Central Pier, 161 Harbour Esplanade, Docklands
Call 8632 9690 for bookings and deliveries 

vabenepizzeria.com.au

Mon - Wed Lunch 12-3pm / Dinner 5-9pm

Thurs - Fri Lunch 12-3pm / Dinner 5 - late

Sat Dinner 5 - late Sun Private functions only

High hopes for LaTrobe 
St development site
By Alana Beitz

Th e Woods Bagot residential design for the site.

Th e Millennium Site at 1000 
LaTrobe St is expected to 
draw local and international 
developers as expressions of 
interest close this month. 

Colliers International has been taking 

international expressions of interest for 

the Digital Harbour site, which already has 

approval for a 23-storey commercial tower. 

While the 6000sqm freehold development 

site has approval for a commercial building, 

Colliers International agent Trent Hobart 

said the site off ered a prime residential 

development opportunity. 

“Melbourne as a city has a diminishing 

supply of prime residential development 

opportunities, with development sites 

increasingly hemmed in by adjoining 

buildings.” Mr Hobart said. “Docklands is 

not as intensively developed on a site-by-

site basis, so it is becoming increasingly 

desirable for residential development.” 

Woods Bagot has put residential concept 

plans forward for Th e Millennium Site. It is 

anticipated that a 28-storey apartment tower 

could be constructed on the site, off ering 

more than 600 new apartments. 

Th e approved height of both plans will 

transform Digital Harbour’s current mid-rise 

nature, and will off er uninterrupted views in 

both the city and waterfront directions. 

New trams for Docklands 
E-Class trams are now running in Docklands on Route 11 from 
West Preston.

It’s the fi rst time the new Melbourne built 

trams have run outside Route 96.

According to Minister for Public Transport, 

the move was great news for passengers 

on Route 11, which is one of Melbourne’s 

busiest tram routes.

Th e E-Class trams are 33 metres long and 

have the capacity to carry more than 200 

people. Th ey are also Melbourne’s most 

accessible trams with a low-fl oor design, 

wide doorways and dedicated spaces for 

wheelchairs, scooters and prams.

Tram stops along Collins St are being 

upgraded to accommodate the new trams 

make them safer and more accessible.

School holiday 
fun in Docklands
Th e winter school holidays are here and Docklands is the 
perfect place to explore when cabin fever sets in.

Th ere’s always plenty happening in 

Docklands and, come school holiday time, 

there are even more options for all ages.

Docklands’ Library at the Dock is hosting 

a range of activities throughout the school 

holidays.

Learn how to build a game controller using 

bananas at the “Makey Makey” session on 

July 1, develop cake decorations skills at 

“Cake decorating with Pearly” on July 8 or 

get creative at “Ultimate Crafts” on July 10.

Film lovers will also enjoy screenings of 

Wallace and Grommit on from 11am-

1pm on July 3 and Th e Gruff alo and Th e 

Gruff alo’s Child from 11am-1pm on July 5.

For more information and to book your 

place visit www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/

MelbourneLibraryService/Kids/Pages/

SHP.aspx

Th ere’s also plenty happening on the 

other side of the harbour at Harbour Town 

Shopping Centre.

Until July 3, kids can have fun decorating 

their own Giggle and Hoot ceramic owls 

from 11am-3pm at the Harbour Town craft 

village. Characters Hoot and Hootabelle 

will also be making daily appearances.

Between Monday, July 6 and Friday, July 10 

the Transformers will assemble at Harbour 

Town’s craft village.

Between 11am and 3pm daily kids can get 

creative and decorate their own facemasks 

and Transformers hero Bumblebee will 

make daily appearances.

Wander through Harbour Town and you 

soon reach Wonderland Fun Park, another 

great school holiday location.

Th ere are plenty of rides to entertain the kids 

and during the school holidays and zoologist 

Chris Humfrey will bring his live show 

“Zoo Comes to You” to the Wonderland 

Spiegeltent.

Running from July 2 to July 12, visitors 

will have the chance to meet a koala, pat a 

possum, say hello to a giant python snake, 

smile at a crocodile and see many other 

Australian animals.

For more information visit 

www.wonderlandfunpark.com.au

With so much happening in Docklands over 

the winter school holidays you’re sure to fi nd 

plenty to keep the kids entertained.



16    DOCKLANDS NEWS    ISSUE 110

Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no Docklands News

Graphic Design.

Web Development.

Digital Printing.

Signwriting.

We are a design studio that boasts

Dockland's largest range of printing 

and signwriting services.

Waterview Walk highroad.com.au

HIGHROAD
D E S I G N  W E B  P R I N T

T: 9606 0644
www.thejameshotel.com.au –  The James Hotel  

16-17, 439 Docklands Drive, Docklands

FEATURING

PRE-SHOW 
fireworks

Join the party before 7.30pm to take 

Join in the networking fun
Some 60 local stakeholders gathered for an afternoon of food and fun in Docklands last month.

Th e ever-popular Docklands Networking 

Lunch was held at Merchant Society on 

June 12.

Th e quarterly lunch is hosted by Docklands 

News and the Docklands Chamber of 

Commerce and off ers a great opportunity 

for local business people to get to know each 

other.

Th e next networking lunch is on September 

18 at Berth restaurant on NewQuay 

Promenade.

Th e menu for the September lunch is:

Entrée: Crumbed calamari served with 

homemade tartare sauce and a salad of 

rocket, capers and red onion.

Main: Lamb Shanks serviced with creamy 

garlic mash potato and garden salad. 

(vegetarian and other dietary requirements 

available).

Dessert: Berth’s pavlova, homemade 

meringue served with berries, whipped 

cream and fi nished with fresh passion fruit.

Beverages: White, red and sparkling wine, 

tap beers and non-alcoholic beverages. 

As always the lunch is $60 and must be paid 

in advance.

Contact Docklands News via lunch@

docklandsnews.com.au or call the offi  ce on 

8689 7979 to book.

Enjoy some photos from the June Docklands 

Networking Lunch below.

Natalie Bevan and Georgie Dwyer.Randall Bradshaw, Gregor Evans and Cr Kevin Louey.
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BEST
INTERNATIONAL
PALE ALE

Venues: Thousand Pound Bend, Sister Bella, Mesa Verde, Cookie Bar, Spice Temple,  
Three Below. Bottleshops: McCoppins Fitzroy/Abbotsford, Wine Republic Fitzroy, South 
Melbourne Cellars, Purvis Beers Richmond, Church St Cellars, Vintage Cellars Lt Bourke St

WHERE TO GET 
TEMPLE BEERS
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Networking with the Chamber
and Destination Docklands
Local stakeholders gathered 
for a night of networking with 
the Docklands Chamber of 
Commerce and Destination 
Docklands last month.

Th e networking event, at Sketch on Central 

Pier, provided an opportunity for local 

business people and stakeholders to learn 

more about both organisation’s plans for the 

year ahead.

Th e two groups have recently announced 

plans for greater formal co-operation and 

are currently developing a memorandum of 

understanding.

Last month’s joint networking event off ered 

further evidence of the two organisations’ 

strengthened relationship. 

Attendees at the June 24 event heard from 

new Destination Docklands chairperson 

Darren Walls, Destination Docklands events 

and marketing  director Kelly Jensen and 

Docklands Chamber of Commerce president 

Joh Maxwell.                   

Josephine Tan, Meaghan Emery, Cr Ken Ong and Tim Bracher.

Tim Campbell, Samantha Goold and Nemai Horton. Denise Birdseye and Beulah Phillips.
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   Call for a free, fast, easy installation by a professional technician in your home.

 

Or contact your local sales agent    

Jane Kinsey

William Zou  

Development Manager

 

jane.kinsey@harbourisp.com.au

 

03 9922 2266 

 

0438 144 318

 Development Coordinator

 

william.Zou@harbourisp.com.au

 

02 8260 1266

Say hi to reliable  
hassle free internet!
Connect to Australia’s National Broadband 

Network for high-speed internet, unlimited 

data and friendly service

 
 PLANS FROM

PER
MTH*40

*MIN COST: $1029
over 24 months

UNLIMITED 
BUNDLES FROM

65
*MIN COST: $1629

over 24 months

PER
MTH*

UNLIMITED BOOST 
BUNDLES FROM

85
*MIN COST: $2109

over 24 months

PER
MTH*

  
961

 
663

 
0031

 harbourisp.com.au

Receive a month for  FREE when you ment ion this  ad!* *excluding some call costs

Exercising your core–2015 vs 
1985

Training your “abs” in the ’8os and ’90s was 

all about the ab-crunch! Th ere was the basic 

crunch and side crunches, with the only real 

variation being how many you did (if you did 

them at all!). 

Th ese days much has changed and training 

the core has become more sophisticated and 

scientifi c. 

A great core workout consists of exercises 

and routines that integrate three-

dimensional movements of the spine, hips, 

and shoulders. Th is makes sense as these 

muscles all work together to assist us in 

our movement and maintenance of good 

posture for most hours of the day.

With core training, the focus should be on 

the quality of movement, proper alignment, 

adequate and challenging resistance and 

natural breathing. Core training is ideally 

combined with some general stretching, 

especially around the upper and lower back, 

hip fl exors and hamstrings, inclusive of 

controlled spinal rotations and articulations.

Th e end result (which should be the key 

motivation for training your core in 2015) is a 

healthy spine. Like most good things, it takes 

time, knowledge and commitment. 

Tips for losing abdominal fat

Excess abdominal (visceral) fat is not healthy 

and its presence is commonly linked to 

cardiovascular disease, type-2 diabetes and 

other lifestyle diseases. Unfortunately for 

men, the health risks for us are much higher 

than for the ladies. 

Following is a list of nutrition, exercise and 

lifestyle tips for you to consider or apply to 

your daily routines for losing abdominal fat:

Nutrition:

  Don’t avoid fat, just avoid bad fats and 

highly processed foods. Seek out and 

consume good fats from nuts, seeds, 

avocados, fi sh and olive oils;

  Always eat breakfast and try to include a 

serve of protein in your daily selection. 

Avoid heavy carbs and sugary cereals;

  Don’t just over consume protein. Aim 

to increase the amount of high quality 

protein in your diet; and

  Drink lots of water. Tea and coff ee are 

better than alcohol, juices and sugary 

sport drinks.

Exercise:

  Build muscle and strength through weight 

training and some power-type lifting;

  Your daily training should include a 

variety of high volume, moderate to 

high intensity workouts that physically 

challenge you; and 

  Quality time is better than quantity of 

time.

Lifestyle:

  Get plenty of rest and quality sleep; and

  Reduce stress – stretch, take yoga or 

meditation classes.

Th anks for reading this, my 
fi nal article 

After almost three years writing this column 

for Docklands News, the time has fi nally 

come to pack up the typewriter. 

I would like to thank Shane and Bethany for 

their support and for giving me this terrifi c 

opportunity to share my health and wellness 

knowledge with the Docklands community. 

If you know me at all, you will know that 

my two workplace passions are health and 

wellbeing and community engagement – 

this column brings both together and so, has 

been a joy to write.

I sincerely hope you have found the content 

of the column interesting and informative 

over the past three years. If you have ongoing 

questions about your healthy lifestyle 

pursuits, you can fi nd my team and I at the 

YMCA Docklands on Collins. I am always 

available for a chat and some friendly advice.

I will leave you will the following tips, which 

are really just the basics:

  Exercise 30 minutes per day, every day;

  Always look for the more active option;

  Train with weights two or three times per 

week to maintain healthy bones;

  Stretch daily, fi nd some quiet time;

  Follow government recommendations in 

regards to healthy eating;

  Balance life and encourage others; and

  Remember, exercise is not just about 

fi tness. It’s about living better for longer.

By Andrew Ward 

YMCA Docklands manager
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DOCKLANDS FASHION

Fashion of Docklands
on
the streets

Adrian Rochester, 18

LOCATION: DFO

DESCRIBE WHAT YOU’RE 

WEARING: NY Yankees jacket, urban 

slacks, Nike kicks and an Under 

Armour cap.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE ITEM 

OF CLOTHING: Yankees jacket.

WHAT BRINGS YOU TO 

DOCKLANDS: I’m from Sydney so 

I’m just looking around.

WHAT MAKES A GOOD OUTFIT: 

Dress for your body shape and wear 

more form-fi tting clothing than baggy.

Joel Smart, 32

LOCATION: DFO

DESCRIBE WHAT YOU’RE 

WEARING: Black jacket, chino jeans, 

dress shoes and Ray Bans.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE ITEM 

OF CLOTHING: Jackets and trench 

coats.

WHAT BRINGS YOU TO 

DOCKLANDS: Work.

WHAT MAKES A GOOD OUTFIT: 

Shoes.

Justin Leow, 26

LOCATION: DFO

DESCRIBE WHAT YOU’RE 

WEARING: Chino jeans, Nike kicks, 

khaki jacket and a cap.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE ITEM 

OF CLOTHING: Hats.

WHAT BRINGS YOU TO 

DOCKLANDS: Shopping.

WHAT MAKES A GOOD OUTFIT: 

Shoes.

D O CK 37 BAR AND KITCHEN 
NOW OPEN AT HILTON 

MELBOURNE SOUTH WHARF 

OPEN DAILY, FROM 3PM TILL L ATE

2 CONVENTION CENTRE PLACE, 
SOUTHWHARF, MELBOURNE, VIC 3006

PH.  9027 2122   
E.  DOCK37@HILTON.COM

HILTONMELBOURNE.COM.AU/D O CK37  
 @DOCK37BARANDKITCHEN

Local venue rocks
If rock is your thing, 
you don’t have to leave 
Docklands every Friday and 
Sunday night to get your fi x.

Performing from 8.30pm at the James 

Hotel in NewQuay, cover-band 

Shameless, has a repertoire to please 

every audience.

Th e raunchy band, fronted by the 

dynamic Jo Fraser, was formed six years 

ago and has been going strong ever since.

“Shameless came to fruition when we 

realised there were not enough rock 

chicks fronting bands in Melbourne,” 

Ms Fraser said.

She said the band made no apology 

for its “kick-arse, in-your-face” party 

attitude.

Shameless has a wide range of material 

covering the best of pub rock classics 

from the ’80s and ’90s to popular Top 

40 hits.

On Sundays, it’s Stand and Deliver 

tribute band that rocks out the weekend 

at the James Hotel.

Th e James Hotel (formerly James Squires 

Brewhouse) has a dedicated upstairs 

performance venue.  It is the most 

westerly venue on NewQuay Promenade.

Owner David James invites Docklanders 

to join the Friday night party before 

7.30pm during July and August to take 

advantage of the Docklands fi reworks. 
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VISIT US ONLINE!  WWW.STOPNOISE.COM.AU

.......................................................................................................................................................................................
NO NEED TO REPLACE YOUR EXISTING WINDOWS TO ACHIEVE DOUBLE GLAZING
.......................................................................................................................................................................................

Stop Noise will come to your home for a FREE demonstration and show you how we can reduce 
noise by up to 70% coming through your existing windows.

Stop Noise secondary glazing system is equally as good as replacement double glazed windows for 
your thermal insulation and twice as good for reducing noise. There is simply no better option. 
Save money on your energy bills and get a great night sleep.

Stop Noise is a trusted family owned and operated Melbourne based business since 1995.

Call today to organise a free assessment of your windows & doors

1800 880 844      info@stopnoise.com.au
Office & Showroom- 15 Industry Blvd, Carrum Downs 3201

SOUNDPROOFING WINDOWS
FOR BODY CORPORATE AND HERITAGE LISTED HOMES AND APARTMENTS

DOCKLANDS

DANIEL SMITH
Butcher, 23

TORI HEALEY
Admin, 26

EMMA BLACKHAM
Payroll offi  cer, 20

BELLA PURNELL
Swim Teacher, 17

DANIEL MENDES
Public servant, 27

OLIVIA HOGBEN
Tutor, 18

Emma [Blackham] because she is my best 

mate, she’s a good laugh and always fun to 

be around. You always know you’re gonna 

have good time.

Daniel [Mendes] so we can start the 

population again.

Johnny Depp because he’s so funny and 

outrageous all the time. I reckon he’d be 

awesome to hang out with.

My sister because she knows things and is 

resourceful.

Tori [Healey] because I’ll get in trouble 

otherwise.

My boyfriend because I love him.

If you were one of two people 
left on this Earth, who would 
you want to be with and why? 

Big dogs on the block
Porscia and her kelpie cross Roxy have lived in Docklands for just 
under a year and have loved every minute of it.

However, the two are sadly leaving our lovely 

neighbourhood. Porscia has found it diffi  cult 

to fi nd a spot where Roxy can really stretch 

her legs and run free off  her leash.

“She needs to have a spot where she can run 

around, socialise with other dogs off -leash. 

Because we are in an apartment, it’s even 

more important that we get our off -leash 

time,” she said.

While there are green areas in Docklands 

catering to pets, it seems that big dogs are a 

little forgotten.

“Th e assumption is that it’s mainly little dogs, 

but there are actually a lot of large dogs. 

Th ere’s a German Shepherd that lives right up 

there and there’s a big, black hairy dog that I 

see walking in the mornings,” she said.

Roxy is six years old and has been with 

Porscia for three years, so their bond is close. 

Roxy goes everywhere with Porscia and has 

really become a part of her friendship circle.

“I take her everywhere with me, including 

my friend’s houses. She’s just like a good 

friend of mine,” Porscia said.
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Merchant Society Restaurant

Hours:  Lunch 11.30am - 3 pm Mon to Fri
 Dinner 5pm ’til late Thurs, Fri & Sat  
 (takeaway available)

(Melbourne’s finest)

71 Merchant St  
(next to Woolworths)

BOOKINGS 
9078 5844

ASIAN FUSION COMES TO DOCKLANDS

20% ALL

DOC
KLA

NDE
R

Profi le by 
Bethany Williams

Wise-ing up to Docklands
According to Greg Wise, you only get out of Docklands what you put in.

Greg and his wife Julie moved to the area a 

few years ago and initially found it diffi  cult to 

meet people and make friends when living in 

a high-rise suburb.

But then they discovered the Docklands 

Community Garden.

“We thought it would be very interesting 

for us on many fronts. It would give us an 

opportunity to meet more people who are 

similarly interested, have some free time and 

get involved in the community,” Greg said.

For the past three years Greg and Julie have 

been part of a core group of community 

members who have kept the community 

garden running.

“Th e garden has been, to us, an insight into 

Docklands because once you meet some 

people in a group, then they have other 

friends who you meet,” Greg said.

“We got involved in other social and 

community aspects of Docklands and have 

developed a very broad group of friend and 

community associates.”

Having been born and spent most of their 

lives in Perth, Greg and Julie fi rst moved to 

Melbourne 15 years ago.

After returning to Western Australia for a few 

years, the pair then returned to Melbourne 

and moved into the Docklands apartment 

they had originally purchased for their 

daughters.

“We’d enjoyed our fi rst stay in Melbourne 

because it’s such a vibrant, dynamic city 

compared to Perth,” Greg said.

“It was always going to be exciting to come 

back and it was even more exciting because 

we moved back to Docklands, which is very 

central to everything that happens in the city 

of Melbourne.”

Greg said he loved the lifestyle in Docklands 

because everything was so accessible.

“We’ve lived the suburban life and had the 

half acre block and the house. At my age I 

no longer want to spend my leisure time 

maintaining things and renovating and 

mowing lawns,” Greg said.

“I’m much more interested in getting into 

the city and being involved in the culture and 

the food, the people and the entertainment.”

“Docklands gives us a very convenient 

opportunity to do all of those things, so we’re 

really enjoying our lives socially and in a 

community sense.”

While he loves living in Docklands, Greg 

says the main thing he would live to see 

developed in the suburb is a greater 

connection with the arts.

“Th ere’s no cinema or theatre,” he said. 

“Although none of that is far away, I think 

it would defi nitely help the culture of 

Docklands and community engagement 

within Docklands.” 

But, for the most part, Greg says Docklands 

is a great place to live and can’t imagine 

leaving.

“Once you crack that outer skin of 

Docklands, there’s a great culture, lots of 

lovely people and lots of things to do.”
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The making of a lord mayor
Robert Doyle’s six years as 
Lord Mayor of Melbourne has 
benefi tted both the city and the 
man himself.

Melbourne has had a highly articulate, hard 

working and talented champion.  And Cr 

Doyle has experienced a rehabilitation of 

sorts and has emerged a better person.

Th is is largely because of the nature of local 

government.  Although still robust and 

potentially poisonous, it is not institutionally 

adversarial. 

Th e attack dog who was dumped by his own 

as leader of the state opposition in 2006 is 

today a master of collaboration, consensus 

and compromise.

“I supposed if you’ve got the numbers, it’s 

winner takes all. But I don’t fi nd that a very 

attractive or satisfying way of operating,” he 

said.

“Part of that collaboration is knowing 

where people are coming from and what’s 

important to them and being able to 

deliver for everyone without compromising 

yourself.”

“Th is is a town of conversations and of 

networks.  Th ere is something deeply 

satisfying about putting together coalitions 

of people in order to work on a problem of 

mutual interest and get a great resolution. I 

think that I have that skill.”

Cr Doyle is proud of the way a politically-

diverse group of councillors keep their 

squabbles behind closed doors and, by and 

large, present a united front.  Gone are the 

public brawls and the “clown hall” headlines.

No doubt, tactical regrets remain from his 

state political career. But he doesn’t miss the 

politics.

“State politics is so partisan and I look at 

it now I think it is so much more bitter,” he 

said.  “I think there is a rancour there which I 

don’t think serves the public well.”

It would be wrong to characterise Cr Doyle 

as “gone soft”.  He runs a tight ship, often 

displays a short fuse and can be savage when 

his buttons are pushed.

He says his mother attributed his self-

assuredness and independent thought to 

leaving home at 10 for boarding school and 

never really coming back.

His parents divorced when he was very 

young, with mum taking the three kids and 

scratching out a living as a hairdresser in 

multiple Victorian country towns.

He speaks of cold Myrtleford mornings 

in a small fl at with a tin bath, no indoor 

plumbing and an outside toilet.

“I remember when there was a hole in that 

bath, mum would drip candle wax to seal the 

hole,” he said.

“I don’t want to overplay this. I didn’t have 

any sense that we were destitute or anything 

like that. I didn’t have a sense that we were 

terribly poor but, then again, there were 

quite a lot of poor kids in Myrtleford.”

Th e obviously brilliant young Robert was 

encouraged to sit scholarship exams and 

successfully won a valuable, classical 

education at Geelong College.

He blossomed in this environment and 

went on to study law but opted for teaching 

without ever fi nishing his law degree.

Teaching at some of the fi nest schools 

brought him in contact with top-level Liberal 

Party luminaries and his activism against 

ALP education reforms kick-started his 

political career.

Th e conservative and strict school master 

is still evident as chair of the city’s Future 

Melbourne Committee and council meetings.

“Rules are very important to me – following 

the right process is important to me,” he said.

And woe betide anyone taking advantage of 

public submissions or questions who crosses 

the line.

“In public meetings, there should be respect, 

but I don’t think it should be loosely-

wrapped,” he said.  “It’s not a coconut shy 

either.  We’re not sitting back there so people 

can chuck rocks at us.  Th at’s not appropriate 

either.  I expect respect to be both ways.”

It’s hard to say what drives Robert Doyle 

to do what he does.  For someone so 

outwardly self confi dent, he is very sensitive 

to criticism.  He has a fi ne record of public 

service – both as a teacher and politician.  

But he also takes enormous joy and 

satisfaction from the lord mayoral role.

“I feel it a very deep honour and a privilege 

to walk into this building every day,” he said.

He is at the top of his game.  In his personal 

life too, he has recovered from divorce, has 

experienced new love and has a young child.  

With two years left in the current term, will 

he again contest the lord mayoralty?

“I’m going to try to make a decision by 

Christmas this year,” he said.

“For me, it would have to do two things.  

I would have to have a sense that I had 

unfi nished business that I need to see 

through and, secondly, that the challenge 

and my energy for the challenges remained.”

And how would be like to be perceived?

“If I refl ect on what is said of me the most, 

I hope that people observe that I am 

very passionate about the city, that I am 

committed to it, that I see the promotion 

of it and its wellbeing as a really worthy 

enterprise,” he said.

COUNCILLOR PROFILE 
By Shane Scanlan
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with Mike Cairnduff 

Meditating Mike rises above it all
Docklands is the perfect place for meditating. Who would have thunk it?

My work mate, Tam, and I recently attended 

a few meditation sessions in Docklands as 

part of Mindfulness Month.

You’re probably thinking this involved a 

nice, comfy cushion, peaceful music playing 

in the background and lovely harbour views? 

Well, no.

It was more a case of sitting on a rock-hard 

chair, hearing the whir of a nearby coff ee 

machine and pretending we’re not in the 

lobby of one of Australia’s largest banks.

But that’s the beauty of meditation. You 

should be able to plonk yourself wherever 

you like, shut your eyes, and block out – or at 

least accept – your immediate surroundings. 

Only then can your mind be taken away to 

the subconscious.

Do you know what meditation is? When I 

fi rst heard about it, almost 10 years ago, I 

didn’t have a clue. So to learn more about it, 

I decided to sign up for a short course. 

I was quite proud of this fi rst step and 

even told my boss about it. “Do you mean 

you’re learning how to chant?” she replied 

apprehensively.

After a few classes, I discovered that apart 

from the occasional “om” mantra, chanting 

is not mainstream meditation at all (quite a 

relief for someone like me with a shocking 

singing voice).

In a modern Western context, meditation is 

the practice of stilling the mind. It allows the 

body to achieve a deep state of relaxation, 

and the mind to fi nd a place of inner 

stillness, heightened awareness and focus.

In fact, regular meditation can reduce 

stress, improve health and even increase 

productivity. And who wouldn’t want to 

achieve all that?

I recently put my meditation into 

practice when I witnessed a heated 

exchange between two colleagues. As the 

confrontation played out, I focused on 

maintaining my inner calm and keeping 

regular breath.

Momentarily, I felt that I was rising 

above the people around me – not out of 

pretentiousness or the shutting out of reality, 

but with tolerance of what I would normally 

fi nd an unpleasant situation.

Afterwards, I felt quite blissful. It was like the 

feeling you get from the fi rst bite of a Tim 

Tam.

Apart from the Mindfulness Month sessions, 

I must admit I’ve been pretty slack at 

meditating. I shall blame this on my offi  ce 

building having only three fl oors.

(Side note: I previously worked on the 37th 

fl oor of a skyscraper in the CBD and I used 

the time spent in the lift to meditate. Th is is 

called a ‘spot meditation’ – typically a quick 

meditation that you squeeze in when you 

can, often in an unusual setting. I like to call 

it good time management!)

In the coming months, I plan to meditate 

more often. It’s a good “winter sport” as it’s 

easy to do indoors. Stay tuned for an update!

So whether you meditate by the waterside, 

in an elevator or in a bank’s lobby, the 

Docklands is a wonderful place to do it.

As long as you’ve got the right attitude and a 

willingness to let go, you can rise above it all.

Illustration by Tam Shardlow.
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DO YOU SUFFER FROM?

Visit Inner Health Osteopathy TODAY to see how WE CAN HELP YOU

Call us NOW 9670 9543 – Shop 9, 6 Waterview Walk, Docklands
BOOK ONLINE - www.innerhealthosteo.com.au

 *For the month of July

20% OFF

P: 9646 7996
86 Lorimer St, Docklands

info@concierge86.com.au
www.concierge86.com.au

Your CLEANING experts!
APARTMENTS / OFFICES / CARPETS / WINDOWS

DRY CLEANING / PARCEL PICK UP & DELIVERY

in

To our Docklands business community.

As June 30 has come and gone, the 

Docklands Chamber of Commerce wishes 

all our business community a prosperous 

2015-2016 fi nancial year.

We all know that business challenges 

come and go, and depending upon your 

industry, they diff er.  Being a member of 

the Docklands Chamber of Commerce 

not only brings you together with other 

business operators, it keeps you updated 

on information of what is happening 

within our precinct and keeps you 

updated on off erings from the City of 

Melbourne for marketing, events and 

small business funding.  

Our newsletter, delivered electronically, 

brings information on upcoming events, 

opportunity for marketing, legislation 

changes, networking opportunities, hints 

and tips and much more.

On Tuesday, June 23 we held our 

Docklands Chamber of Commerce and 

Destination Docklands joint Stakeholder 

Event held at Sketch, at Central Pier, 

where the strategic plans for Destination 

Docklands for 2015-2016 and an overview 

of the year ahead for the Docklands 

Chamber of Commerce were delivered.

Th e Docklands Chamber of Commerce 

funding application is currently with the 

City of Melbourne and will be ratifi ed 

shortly – confi rmation on this will be 

received just as the paper goes to print, 

however we are very confi dent of success 

for 2015-2016 funding under the City 

of Melbourne precincts program.  Th is 

will allow your chamber to continue 

supporting the business community 

through networking, information, 

support, training and event delivery.

Th e City of Melbourne is again hosting 

winter fi reworks in Docklands every Friday 

night in July and August, bringing nine 

Friday nights of action and activity. Make 

sure your business joins in the festivities 

and makes the most out of the increased 

visitation that this will bring.  

We encourage chamber member businesses 

to “like” our Facebook page and we will then 

share your posts as part of our daily updates 

on Facebook and Twitter.  Sharing your 

information is a benefi t of being a Chamber 

of Commerce member. 

August will be a busy month in Docklands 

with a number of events, please check out 

the following events. 

Melt Away Chocolate Festival  – August 7, 8 

and 9. www.meltawaymelbourne.com  For 

lovers of chocolate, this is a must-attend 

festival .

Sail and Adventure presents a “Voyage of 

a Lifetime” gala luncheon to raise funds 

for the ongoing refurbishment of the Alma 

Doepel.  Join Peter Hitchner from Channel 

9 and other distinguished guests. Held in 

the Medallion Room at Etihad Stadium 

on Friday, August 28, come and help raise 

money to continue providing your programs 

and restore the Alma Doepel.  Supported by 

your chamber, visit  www.voyageofalifetime.

com.au  for further information and to make 

a booking.

We are having another sensational event in 

Docklands on August 30 when Melbourne 

Day is coupled with Melbourne Regatta 

Day.  Join in the celebrations both on 

land and water.  At the Blessing of the 

Fleet, Victoria Harbour will come alive 

with vessels of all kinds while music and 

entertainment on the foreshore will go from 

11.30am to 5pm. For more information visit 

www.melbourneregatta.com.au or www.

melbourneday.com.au  

Your chamber continues to work in 

partnership with the Department of Health 

and Human Services and the City of 

Melbourne to support Docklands as an age-

friendly precinct.  We encourage businesses 

within Docklands to join the seniors 

program and be part of this wonderful 

initiative.  Customer service training will be 

off ered to chamber members’ staff  to assist 

in delivering excellence in customer service 

to the senior demographic.  October 10 

and 11 will see Docklands come alive with 

a festival to close the 2015 Seniors Festival.  

Watch out for updates on this in the chamber 

newsletter and make sure your business is 

involved. 

Th e proposers of the Fountain and Flames 

installation continue to work behind the 

scenes in developing a business case and 

liaising with stakeholders and potential 

funding partners.  As I talk to both business 

and community representatives, the 

constant question is “when will we have the 

fountains and fl ames”? Th is is an exciting 

concept for Docklands and we look forward 

to sharing progress on this initiative.

If you are looking to join the Docklands 

Chamber of Commerce, have information 

you wish to share, or you are seeking 

assistance as a member, please email: 

admin@docklandscc.com.au or visit our web 

site www.docklandscc.com.au

Your chamber of commerce – serving the 

business community.

Litter concern
I am new to Australia. I came 
from India recently to fi nd a 
new life in Australia. I chose 
Melbourne as my fi rst city to 
visit because I learnt that its 
world’s most liveable city. 

When I landed in Melbourne and 

experienced it myself I can defi nitely say, yes 

it is the most liveable city in the world. 

However, my heart bleeds to see plastic 

bottles and other non-disposable and 

non-biodegradable waste in the water in 

the Docklands harbour area. Th e Dockland 

off ers such a beautiful landscape and is a 

home to aquatic animals. 

Plus Melbourne being such a beautiful city, 

I feel it’s our responsibility to keep it neat, 

clean and most liveable city in the world for 

generations to come.

I just wanted to raise this with you so that 

you may spread awareness about this. I 

appeal to all Melburnians not to litter around 

the city. 

It is the responsibility of us all to keep it 

clean. For reference I am attaching photos of 

Docklands and harbour area water pollution.

Lahiri

Letters to 
the Editor

Happy fi nancial new year

CHAMBER 
UPDATE BY JOHANNA MAXWELL,

PRESIDENT DOCKLANDS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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Something wonderful is about to happen. Something really magnifi cent, the type of thing where you just pause and really feel almost 
overwhelmed by your good fortune. Th e equivalent of a tidal wave of goodness from the universe is about to wash over me. I’m sure of it. 

What 
   Women 
  Want

With

Abby

Crawford

I’m seeing signs of it already. Well, I’m 

determined to see the signs. Let me give you 

a little example. 

I wasn’t planning on driving down the M1 

from my country home to the city – and 

back – last Friday. It’s a 2.5 hour trip down, 

but closer to a three hour trip back on a 

Friday afternoon in the rush of commuters 

evacuating the city for the promise of a two-

day snapshot of lifestyle balance on the north 

coast. But I found myself doing exactly that. 

I was doing exactly that, as I was the sponsor 

of a rather large charity fundraiser on the 

Saturday night. I had been looking forward 

to the fi ve-course degustation menu, the 

black tie glamour – I even had a new dress. 

Not having a date didn’t deter me, I asked 

one of my nearest and dearest to help me out 

and attend as my “plus one”. Unfortunately 

he pulled out the day before, and I decided 

having attended so many things solo, that this 

one was just too hard to muster the strength 

to be the seventh person (with a spare seat to 

my right) on a table of eight yet again.

“No problem” said I (with gritted teeth), and 

changed my work load, relegated my unworn 

fi tted black lace dress to the wardrobe 

(in my head it was stunning, however the 

mirror seemed to add a few years and a few 

kilos to my intended look!), and honoured 

my commitment to provide the event 

decorations – 250 of my business’s fl ameless 

candles for the tables. 

As luck and fate would have it, on that very 

trip down, whilst comforting myself with the 

thought that, even though I couldn’t go to 

the ball, I was still being a good person – a 

stone hit my windscreen. 

It was a little more dramatic than that – it hit 

with such a force and noise that it not only 

sounded like my car had been shot, but the 

impact was spectacular with an immediate 

starburst shatter on my windscreen and 

the end of one windscreen wiper (going 

at moderate pace as it was pouring rain) 

completely knocked off . And so I spent some 

time pulled over in the emergency stopping 

lane, trying to fi gure out what to do.

At fi rst, I was angry given I’d done nothing 

wrong and in fact had done everything right – 

I didn’t deserve this. And it piled up with the 

other things that have happened this month 

that I didn’t deserve – that happened when I 

had done nothing wrong – such as the people 

who let me down, the emotional ups and 

downs I was put through, the simple stubbing 

of a toe (and subsequent loss of nail!). 

It all seemed really unfair, particularly 

as I’ve been working harder than I have 

ever worked in my life, seven days a week 

dedication. 

I’ve contributed signifi cant time to charity, 

lovingly raised a child, tried to get fi t (ok, it’s 

a work in progress), and believed in people 

even when they lost faith in themselves. 

And that’s when it hit me – there must be 

something so, so, so good coming, that the 

universe is balancing it out early by giving 

me some tough times fi rst, just to make sure 

I appreciate the magnifi cence of the gift that 

is about to arrive! 

So I say “bring it on universe!” Each tough 

new day that you deliver, I am grabbing 

with both hands and celebrating, because 

each undeserved bad day is a step closer to 

reaching my destination. 

I know that there will be a day when I see 

why it is all unfolding the way it is. But until 

then, I am going to have faith that there are 

far, far better things ahead than any days that 

I leave behind.

What a woman wants is to never have an 

undeserved bad day, but what a woman 

needs to believe is that everything happens 

for a reason, and it will all work out in the 

end. Good things are coming, just be brave 

my darlings.

With much love,

Abby x

PS you can reach me at life@

docklandsnews.com.au - your letters are a 

joy to receive each month, thank you x
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PIZZA BY THE HARBOUR

FOR THE TEAM AT TDE, THE FOCUS IS ON PEOPLE

Th ere’s a new pizza player 
in town.

Avo Gourmet Pizza on Victoria Harbour 

Promenade opened in May and is ready to 

wow Docklands’ tastebuds.

“We’ve had customers coming back 

repeatedly and I’m getting plenty of people 

saying they are absolutely loving what we 

have on off er,” store manager Rob Glaister 

said.

Avo Gourmet Pizza isn’t your standard 

takeaway pizza shop. All the classics, 

including Hawaiian, vegetarian, Aussie and 

capricciosa, are on off er. But you’ll also fi nd a 

“deluxe” menu featuring a range of gourmet 

pizzas. 

Mr Glaister is a qualifi ed chef who has 

worked in the pizza industry for the past 13 

years. He said he had carefully developed the 

new menu.

Why not try the pulled pork pizza? It comes 

complete with apples and raisins, sautéed 

red cabbage and pomegranate molasses.

Health food fans will love the super food 

vegie with sweet potato, baby spinach, 

avocado, roasted capsicum, buff alo 

mozzarella, feta cheese, chia seeds and 

quinoa.

“Th e king prawn pizza is a standout, with 

prawns on skewers,” Mr Glaister said.

And if you have a sweet tooth, you can fi nish 

your meal with a dessert pizza, combining 

Nutella, apple compote, banana slices, 

mango cheeks and mascarpone cheese.

Although close to the city, Mr Glaister 

said there was a sense of community in 

Docklands that made a local pizza shop, like 

Avo Gourmet Pizza, a perfect fi t.

“Th ere’s some great community here,” 

Mr Glaister said. “Th e people living in 

these apartments are absolutely lovely, so 

many have come down and introduced 

themselves.”

According to Mr Glaister, Avo Gourmet Pizza 

is a unique off ering for Docklands.

Located on the waterfront at Victoria 

Harbour, Mr Glaister said the store off ered 

seating outside, providing a great spot 

to enjoy a meal and a wonderful view, 

particularly when the weather warms up.

But in the meantime, Avo Gourmet Pizza 

also off ers a convenient delivery service to 

Docklands residents and businesses for $5.

You’ll likely spot Avo Gourmet Pizza staff  

members commuting around the harbour on 

tricycle making deliveries across the suburb.

You can fi nd Avo Gourmet Pizza at 73 

Victoria Harbour Promenade.

Orders can be made online at 

www.avogourmetpizza.com.au and Avo 

Gourmet Pizza is currently off ering 10 per 

cent off  fi rst-time online orders.

“We deal with day-to-day people, 
that’s the basis of our law fi rm 
and always has been,” partner 
Randall Bradshaw said.

Originally established under the name 

Tolhurst and Druce in 1896, the fi rm has a 

long history of providing legal services to 

Melburnians and Victorians.

Based in Bourke St, Tolhurst Druce and 

Emmerson off ers a range of legal services, 

focused around the ethos of “working with 

individuals, families and business”.

Mr Bradshaw said the mid-sized fi rm was a 

rarity in the CBD in that it wasn’t focused on 

big commercial dealings, but rather the legal 

needs of everyday people.

“We’re people focused,” Mr Bradshaw said. 

“It’s unusual to fi nd this kind of fi rm in 

the city.”

Th e fi rm’s four partners, Randall Bradshaw, 

Peter Weller, Paul Webster and David Phelan, 

lead teams who which specialise in diff erent 

areas of law and off er a wide range of legal 

expertise.

Th e team at Tolhurst Druce and Emmerson 

provide legal services in wills, probate, 

estates and trusts, property law, family 

law, commercial and business law and 

litigation and dispute resolution services. 

Th e fi rm also provides notary services and 

immigration law expertise. 

According to Mr Bradshaw, the fi rm has 

formed a strong connection with Docklands.

“We have a strong association with 

Docklands and have been a member of 

the Docklands Chamber of Commerce for 

around four years,” Mr Bradshaw said.

Mr Bradshaw said the fi rm’s location, at the 

corner of Bourke and Williams streets, made 

it convenient for local workers and residents 

seeking legal advice or services.

“We provide a range of expert, cost eff ective 

and convenient legal services for people who 

live and work in Docklands,” Mr Bradshaw 

said. “We’re right on their doorstep”.

Th e fi rm is also part of the Law Network 

Australia, an association of medium-sized 

law fi rms. 

Tolhurst Druce and Emmerson’s 

involvement with the network means its 

clients can be assured of recommended legal 

representation around Australia.

Most importantly, the fi rm prides itself on 

providing a level of service that commonly 

sees it recommended by clients.

“Most of our work comes from word 

of mouth,” Mr Bradshaw said. “People 

prefer to deal with someone who’s been 

recommended by family or friends.”

Tolhurst Druce and Emmerson is located 

at 520 Bourke St. Visit www.tde.com.au for 

more information.

Tolhurst Druce and Emmerson partner Randall Bradshaw with family lawyer Eilish Cooke.

Rob Glaister takes a ride around the harbour on an Avo Gourmet Pizza delivery bike.
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Accupunture - Chinese medicine 
Chiropractic - Remedial massage

We specialise in Pain management, Back pain, Hayfever, 
Weight loss, Headaches and Fertility support

Shop 5, 198 Harbour Esplanade

9670 2878

Chinese Medicine

57 Merchant St, Docklands (opposite Victoria Harbour Medical Centre) 

T (03) 9021 9487 - Mon-Fri 8:30-5pm (Tue, Thurs until 6pm) Sat: 8:30-1pm  

www.docklandsdentalstudio.com.au 

Check-ups (exam, scale and clean, X-Ray) 

Children’s dentistry; Tooth whitening; 

Dental implants; Root canal treatment; 

Crown, bridge, veneer; Dentures.

We process claim on the spot for most 

health funds via HICAPS. 

Bulk Billing Child Dental Benefit Schedule.

Dr. Pia Oparkcharoen
DDS, GCertDent (Melbourne), MDS (Adelaide)

Dr. Teck Hong Oh
BDS (Melbourne) (Hons)

NOW OPEN SATURDAYS

WANT TO FRESHEN UP YOUR LOOK?

WELCOME BACK TO OSCARS TABLE

Instead of getting a new 
haircut, why not pay a 
visit to the Docklands 
Cosmetic Clinic?

Located inside the Victoria 

Harbour Medical Clinic on 

Merchant St, Docklands 

Cosmetic Clinic off ers a range of 

facial enhancement treatments.

According to Docklands 

Cosmetic Clinic nurse Robyn 

Barrett-Roydhouse, patients 

at the clinic often comment 

that they feel “fresher” after a 

treatment.

“People don’t want big lips, they 

don’t want major change, they 

want subtle enhancements,” Ms 

Barrett-Roydhouse said.

Having worked in the fi eld of 

cosmetic aesthetic injecting for 

13 years, Ms Barrett-Roydhouse 

has extensive experience in administering 

cosmetic treatments.

“I love it, I fi nd the artistic challenge really 

rewarding,” she said.

Docklands Cosmetic Clinic off ers anti-

wrinkle treatment for crow’s feet and 

wrinkles between the eyebrows, forehead 

and lower face.

Th e clinic also off ers a range of dermal fi llers, 

from very thin fi llers to address fi ne lines, to 

heavier fi llers for re-volumising and shaping 

of the face.

Located close to Docklands’ commercial 

hub, Docklands Cosmetic Clinic off ers 

lunchtime appointments, with most 

treatments generally taking between 15 and 

30 minutes.

“People want to be able to duck in and out 

for a treatment during the day, where there’s 

no down-time, minimal bruising and state-

of-the-art treatment,” Ms Barrett-Roydhouse 

said.

“We want to off er a walk-in, walk-out 

treatment.”

In addition to state-of-the-art treatment, 

Docklands Cosmetic Clinic also off ers 

patients a thorough consultation process 

with GP Dr Bronwen McGraw.

“I see any new patient and will take a look at 

their medical history along with thoroughly 

explaining to them the way the treatments 

work and what can be achieved so they have 

a good understanding,” Dr McGraw said.

“A lot of people don’t really understand how 

they work so I think that explanation puts 

people at ease.”

Having previously worked as a GP for seven 

years, Dr McGraw moved into the fi eld of 

cosmetic medicine 12 months ago.

“I like the fact that we can help people feel 

better about themselves,” she said.

You can fi nd Docklands Cosmetic Clinic 

inside Victoria Harbour Medical Centre at 

850 Collins St (enter via Merchant St). 

Contact the clinic on 0419 224 491 or visit 

the website for more information 

www.docklandscosmeticclinic.com.au

NewQuay favourite Oscars 
Table has re-opened its doors 
for business and is ready to 
serve up delicious meals to 
Docklands locals and visitors.

Th e restaurant is now under new 

management, with professional chefs Hari 

Karki and B.K. Khadka now running the show.

“We provide an experience that sets us apart 

from other restaurants,” Mr Khadka said. 

Th e restaurant re-opened in June and has a 

strong focus on Spanish and Mexican cuisine.

“We stay true to our cuisine and never 

chase food trends or experiments with 

unrecognisable fl avours,” Mr Khadka said.

“We have carefully planned the menu to 

provide our guests with a combination of 

Mexican and Spanish favourites, as well as 

introducing Jambalaya rice and Churasco.”

And what’s a Mexican or Spanish meal 

without a cocktail?

Oscars Table off ers a range of drinks 

including the signature Sangria, Mojito, 

Caiprinha and Margarita.

Both Mr Karki and Mr Khadka have extensive 

international experience in the restaurant 

industry, which is sure to set Oscars Table 

apart as a culinary experience.

Mr Karki developed his culinary skills in 

Hong Kong, where he was the executive chef 

and owner of two established restaurants.

Mr Khaka has also worked as a head chef 

around the globe including Hong Kong, 

Bermuda and the Maldives.

“As chefs, we cherish the role we play in 

your overall experience at Oscars Table,” Mr 

Khadka said.

“Whether or not you have been here before, 

a great meal is waiting for you, cooked with 

care and dedication.”

Mr Khadka also said Oscars Table could 

cater to diff erent dietary requirements 

including food allergies.

You can fi nd Oscars Table located at 

50 NewQuay Promenade.

Contact the restaurant on 9642 4242 or 

visit www.oscarstable.com.au

Robyn Barrett-Roydhouse and Dr Bronwen McGraw.

Chef B.K. Khadka invites you to visit the recently re-opened Oscars Table at NewQuay.
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Why buy a suit off  the rack when you can have a better one made 
to exactly fi t you?

Managing director Nick Pang said the 

expectation of being awarded was low, 

so when their “Anytime IPA” pale ale was 

announced as a gold medalist (out of 180 

worldwide beers), the team was ecstatic.

After all, they’d only been making beer for 

18 months, so being awarded gold was like a 

dream coming true.

“Th ere were only two gold medals awarded 

in the pale ale category, so we were well 

placed to win the Best International Pale Ale 

award,” Mr Pang said.

“When the MC called our name, we just went 

ballistic,” he said. “To take out this award 

against the best brewers in the world was a 

truly humbling experience.”

Mr Pang bought the East Brunswick-based 

brewery from a liquidator 18 months ago.

Recruiting top brewer Glenn Harrison and 

applying strict business principles has 

turned the company around in a rags-to-

riches story. New beers have been added 

to the repertoire and production has been 

cranked up to get the best out of the small, 

According to Oscar Hunt tailors’ founder and 

general manager Chris Edwards, a made-

to-measure suit ticks all the boxes: fabric 

quality; style; construction; timelessness and 

fi t.  In short, it’s about value for money.

state-of-the-art brewery in Weston St.

Temple entered six beers in the Australian 

International Beer Awards and fi ve of them 

were awarded medals.

“Apart from our pale ale triumph, we brought 

home three silvers and a bronze,” Mr Pang 

said.

Temple’s signature Bicycle Beer took bronze 

for the Best English Style Summer Ale, 

with silver medals going to its Powerstance 

pilsner, New World Order stout and the Rye 

Hard IPA for the Best German Style Pilsner, 

Best Stout and Best IPA (other), respectively. 

Th is year, the worldwide awards attracted a 

record number of applicants from 

35 countries.

“It is a real credit to our team and the 

hard work everyone has put in. For a 

small brewery in Brunswick to receive this 

recognition only one and a half years after 

launching is amazing,” Mr Pang said.

“We are all about brewing great quality 

Australian beer that’s fresh and balanced. 

I’m so proud of Glenn and the team.” 

“Why would you buy a high-end brand suit 

off  the rack when you can pay less for a  better 

one made just for you?” Mr Edwards asks.

“Th ese days, it is a myth that tailor-made 

suits are unaff ordable,” he said.  “If you need 

a suit to really perform for you, you are very 

Temple Brewing beers are available in the 

CBD at Th ousand Pound Bend, Sister Bella, 

Mesa Verde, Cookie Bar, Spice Temple and 

Th ree Below – City Square.

Temple Brewing has a bar and restaurant at 

122 Weston St, Brunswick East and is open 

on Th ursdays between 5pm and 11pm; on 

unlikely to fi nd it hanging on a rack, no 

matter who’s name is on the inside.”

“If you put a premium on performance, 

that’s when you need made-to-measure.”

Operating from elegant show and fi tting 

rooms in Hardware Lane, shopping for a suit 

at Oscar Hunt is a pleasure.

Th e business qualifi es as one of Melbourne’s 

hidden secrets and Hardware Lane is an 

appropriate home to the fascinating craft 

that is made-to-measure suiting.

From long-forgotten markets of the 18th 

Century, to cloth suppliers to the city’s 

famed rag trade, the lane has been integral 

to Melbourne’s development through the 

decades. 

It forms a classical backdrop to Mr Edwards’ 

dream to make premium suiting available to 

the average Australian male. 

“I wanted to off er that wonderfully old-world 

service of made-to-measure tailoring at an 

accessible price point,” Mr Edwards said. “It's 

our aim to make every suit purchasing 

experience a truly remarkable one.”

Mr Edwards typifi es the Oscar Hunt male: 

Nine-to-fi ve, three-piece suit during the 

week; a relaxed silhouette at weekends. 

Head tailor, Oscar Lake, learned the craft as 

a bespoke tailor at Hemden Shirtmakers & 

Fridays and Saturdays between 12 noon and 

11pm; and on Sundays between 12 noon and 

9pm. Th e business is closed to the public on 

Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays.

For further information, see 

www.templebrewing.com.au

Brewer Glenn Harrison and managing director Nick Pang show their delight at winning the international award for 

their Anytime pale ale.

Tailors and transitioned to made-to-measure 

area in response to the current suiting trend. 

“I noticed the diffi  culties in operating as a 

bespoke tailor in Australia and realised the 

future of suiting is in the high quality and 

more aff ordable made-to-measure,” he said.

And it wasn’t just this that inspired him. Mr 

Lake said: “You can't replicate the confi dence 

of a client wearing a garment that’s tailored to 

every aspect of their body and to their style. 

Not often does anyone get exactly want they 

want, so it’s a special feeling.”

Oscar Hunt has a broad appeal: From 

older gentlemen who have a long-founded 

appreciation for quality tailoring to younger 

men who wish to step up their style and gain 

access to the custom-made experience. 

From initial appointment to the fi nal product, 

a tailored suit takes six weeks to produce, and 

starts from a $845, depending on the fabric 

used and the desired construction. 

Oscar Hunt is located at Level 3, 43 Hardware 

Lane, Melbourne; for appointments call 

the showroom on 0499 000 011 and 

discover the fascinating craft that is 

made-to-measure suiting. Or visit the 

website www.oscarhunt.com.au

MADE-TO-MEASURE WILL SUIT YOU JUST FINE

NOT JUST A NIGHT OUT

Th e small team at Temple Brewing thought they were just going 
for a night out when they attended the Australian International 
Beer Awards in Docklands in May.
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Join VicAIA today! vicaia.com.au  

Promote the ‘Code of Conduct’ for short term accommodationVictorian Accommodation Industy Association

OWNERS 
CORPORATION LAW With Tom Bacon

Tom Bacon is the principal lawyer of Strata Title Lawyers.

Tom@stratatitlelawyers.com.au

Greetings Everybody. 

I trust most of you are well. I know we can’t 

all be all the time. I’m reminded of this as 

one of our members was hit by a car and 

left with a serious injury and we wish her an 

early recovery.  Th ere’s a lot to talk about so 

I’ll get on with it.

Esplanade redevelopment

Th e Docklands News stated in April  “ the 

‘master plan report’ needs to be put on 

hold while a new, honest and open public 

discussion is conducted about how this 

public land is to be traded”. 

Well it hasn’t happened and no time was 

wasted in quietly submitting it to council 

for approval at its meeting on June 2. No 

councillor or offi  cer had the courtesy to 

notify us of its inclusion in the agenda. By 

chance I happened to notice it in glancing 

through the agenda online two days before.

How does this “secrecy” come about?  It 

occurred again recently with council in April 

quietly approving a building on the piazza. 

As I’ve previously said it’s at least partly 

explained because, unlike other councils, 

where I have direct experience, the City of 

Melbourne has no ward system by which 

councillors are required to look after the 

ward area they are elected to represent 

and in which they normally reside. No 

councillor lives in Docklands and, to my 

knowledge, CoM councillors in the main do 

not often visit it. Hence their apparent lack of 

knowledge and interest.

I attended the meeting and was given their 

standard two minutes for a member of the 

public to speak, regardless of the Esplanade 

being a multi-million dollar long-term 

project and that I was representing the 

community association as its president. 

Given the blank faces around the bench, the 

disinterest was almost palpable.  Th e really 

telling thing was there was no debate and 

after a couple of questions, the project plans 

were passed unanimously! 

Th is appears to be to a limited extent 

explained but not excused by, as I found out 

councillors meet behind closed doors in 

advance with offi  cers who “explain things” in 

what’s called the councillor forum [not to be 

confused with an open forum]. From reading 

the documents supporting the agenda item, 

it is clear the offi  cers detail their presentation 

but do not include community comment or 

any contrary views or options.

Th is process is fl awed because of that and 

also because the items including pros and 

cons should be debated in open council and 

not decided on beforehand behind closed 

doors.

In my brief address to council I reiterated 

that the Docklands community voted online 

for a linear [long] park and is opposed to 

up to 12 buildings being installed along the 

400m stretch as shown in the master plan, 

with buildings up to three storeys high! We 

are even supported in the criticism by a 

major developer. Th is plan will obliterate the 

water panorama. 

I want to emphasise  that support for the 

linear park is not primarily for locals but to 

provide a welcoming vista and relaxing area 

to attract visitors to Docklands and present it 

well. But for the last few years Places Victoria 

and council offi  cers have determinedly 

adhered to this master plan without 

modifi cation. We still don’t know why. 

Given that the main feature is the long 

stretch development, associated services 

such as a ferry service if viable and heritage 

vessel mooring would obviously  be good.

In response to a point I made, a councillor 

asked the offi  cers was it correct that they did 

not include a linear park as an option in a 

general public survey they conducted. 

A Places Victoria offi  cer present answered 

true and, when asked why, replied it wasn’t 

considered a practicable option, which is 

clearly ridiculous.  

Wind has been used as an excuse but wind 

only applies beside buildings at either end 

and not along the open stretch any more 

than anywhere else, otherwise open beaches 

around the bay would be built on. 

Additionally, the plan includes placing two 

large old cargo sheds on the Esplanade, 

referred to as heritage sheds to appeal 

to respondents, but their survey failed to 

mention there already are a number of the 

sheds lining both sides of Central Pier, thus 

rendering more unnecessary.

Regardless, the motion to adopt was 

put and passed unanimously without 

detailed debate, with the proviso that the 

development stages would be subject to 

review. Unfortunately however experience 

shows that a master plan is rarely if ever 

signifi cantly changed.

Meeting with Planning Minister

I will be joining a few representatives from 

other community groups in a meeting 

with Minister Wynne in July to discuss 

development policy.

Th at’s all I’ve got space for this month

If any reader would like to become a 

member of the DCA or has any suggestions 

they wish to put forward regarding activities 

or issues, they are welcome to contact us on 

docklandscommunityassociation@gmail.

com. We’re also on Facebook. 

If you would like to contact me about any 

aspect or becoming a committee member 

you are welcome to email as above.

Regards to all

Roger Gardner 

President DCA

Car-share arrangements can be a winner

With the sheer scale of new high-rise 

developments that have gone up in recent 

years in inner-Melbourne, the challenge for 

these buildings is to maintain and maximise 

the value of the units and the common 

property by providing unique services and 

facilities to residents that have a tangible, 

benefi cial and practical impact on the 

residents’ daily lives.

A number of new developments off er 

interesting communal facilities such as 

movie theatres, function rooms, wine cellars 

and the like.

One area where existing buildings can seek 

to diff erentiate themselves from the rest is 

through the provision of on-site share-car 

services or “pods”. 

Th e trend towards high-density living means 

car ownership is increasingly a burden. With 

the ease of public transport trams and the 

increased network of bike lanes springing up 

all over the city, a lot of inner-city dwellers 

will now only use their vehicles on the 

weekends to get the weekly groceries or for 

the odd trip out of town.

Providing a car-share pod within a 

residential building provides the residents 

(and nearby businesses) with the 

convenience of accessing a car when they 

need one, without any of the maintenance 

costs. Th e cars can be booked on an hourly 

basis for as little as $10 per hour including 

fuel and any tolls. Some car-share operators 

even off er free membership for tenants 

residing in the buildings.

Statistics from the City of Melbourne and 

Go Get reveal that for every share car 

introduced, a total of 12 private cars are 

removed from Melbourne’s roads. Th row in 

the reduced greenhouse gas emissions, and 

there’s a scalable community benefi t for all 

residents. 

Some local councils are even prepared to 

award Green Star Points towards green 

building accreditation for buildings that 

install car-share pods. 

Th e trend towards electric and hybrid 

cars such as the Tesla means that in the 

future, owner’ corporations may need to 

contemplate the installation of re-charging 

stations on common property to allow 

electric cars to recharge their batteries. As 

always, the early adopters of innovation and 

technology will stand to benefi t the most.

However, before an owners’ corporation 

races off  and enters into any agreements 

with a car-share provider, a special 

resolution may need to be passed if there 

is to be any alteration to use of common 

property, such as the deletion of any visitor 

parking spaces, or through the utilisation of 

a previously non-specifi ed area of common 

property. 

Care will also need to be taken to read the 

fi ne print if there is proposed to be any lease 

or licence agreement entered into with a car 

share provider, as this would trigger the need 

to pass a special resolution also. 



30    DOCKLANDS NEWS    ISSUE 110

Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no Docklands News

BUSINESS DIRECTORYBUSINESS DIRECTORY
01

LIBRARY AT THE DOCK

MELBOURNE SUNRISE 
PROBUS CLUB
Probus Clubs for men and women over 
50. Meet new friends, share interests and 
enjoy activities. Contact membership offi cer 
Sue at weddsuzanne@gmail.com

WEDNESDAYS 5.45PM-7PM
THE HUB, 80 HARBOUR ESPLANADE

OPEN DOOR SINGERS 
DOCKLANDS
Find your voice, experience the joy of sing-
ing in a choir and meet new friends.
www.opendoorsingers.org.au

2ND AND 4TH MONDAY OF THE MONTH 
AT 6.30 PM
 700 BOURKE ST - ROOM 3.101

DOCKLANDS 
TOASTMASTERS

Boost your public speaking and 
leadership skills.

WEDNESDAYS AT 5.30PM AND 
SATURDAYS AT 8.30AM
SHED 2, NORTH WHARF RD

DRAGON MASTERS  
DRAGON BOATING
Dragon Masters has something for 
everyone. Contact Jeff Saunders on 0417 
219 888 or Jeff.saunders@digisurf.com.au

WWW.DRAGONMASTERS.COM.AU

SUNDAY WORSHIP
City Light Methodist Church at
St Peter the Mariner’s Chapel. 
Mission to Seafarers, 717 Flinders St.

11am English service
5pm Chinese service 中文

EVERY SUNDAY FROM 10AM UNTIL 5PM
NEWQUAY PROMENADE

DOCKLANDS 
SUNDAY MARKET 
A variety market featuring arts and crafts, 
books and more. More info, ring

0412 910 496

TUESDAYS 12.30PM - 1.30PM
“THE VILLAGE” GROUND FLOOR 
700 BOURKE ST

DOCKLANDS ROTARY
All welcome. 
Contact president Richard Clark on

0418 855 112

EVERY FRIDAY AND SUNDAY
THE JAMES HOTEL

LIVE MUSIC
Live music at The James Hotel every Friday 
and Sunday night - free entry.
Every Friday (starting June 19): Shameless
Every Sunday: Stand and Deliver 80s tribute 
band, from 7.30pm

 

TUESDAY 7.30PM - 9.30 PM
WEDNESDAY -  FRIDAY 12PM - 2PM 

LIBRARY AT THE DOCK

TABLE TENNIS
Join in a free and social game of table 
tennis at the library. 
Bookings are essential. 

MONDAYS 11AM
THE HUB, 80 HARBOUR ESPLANADE

CHILD-FRIENDLY YOGA CLASS

Come transform your mind and body while 
your children play. $7 per class (45 mins). 
Limited spots, bookings necessary. Contact 
Prachi Nirvana Yoga  on 0422 577 268.

JULY 25-26
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

OPEN HOUSE MELBOURNE
A range of Docklands buildings will open 
their doors this month during Open House 
Melbourne. Visit www.openhousemel-
bourne.org for the full list of buildings. 

WEDNESDAYS 6.30PM TO 7.30PM

THE LIBRARY AT THE DOCK

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Docklands Daily Refl ections group meets in 
meeting rooms two and three on level two.

VISIT AATIMES.ORG.AU FOR MORE 
INFORMATION.

OPEN BY APPOINTMENT
428 DOCKLANDS DRIVE

MARITIME 
PORTHOLE GALLERY 
Showcasing the work of artist 
Robert Lee Davis.

0429 091 686

LIBRARY AT THE DOCK 
- WEEKLY PROGRAMS

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME

Fridays at 10.30am
Come and share the wonder of books with us. 
Enjoy 40-50 minutes of fun stories, songs, rhymes 
and activities with your three to fi ve year olds.

STOMPERS

Mondays at 10.30am
Encourage your child to have a life-long love of 
books by coming along to Stompers, Melbourne 
Library Services weekly program for toddlers 
aged 18 months to three years.

SONGBIRDS

Wednesdays at 10.30am
Come along for songs, rhymes and stories to 
engage your budding book worm’s mind and in-
troduce them to the fun and rhythm of language. 
Suitable for babies and toddlers aged up to 18 
months old.  

CREATIVE KIDS AFTER SCHOOL CLUB

Wednesdays 4.30pm to 5.30 pm.
Ever wanted to 3D print your own superhero 
fi gurine? At the Creative Kids After School 
Club you can. Come hang out and create in our 
maker’s space. Projects will include jewellery 
making, game design, paper crafts, comics 
and more.

BABY BYTES

Last Thursday of the month 10.30am to 
11.15am. Ground fl oor activity room.
Come and join our monthly iPad program for 
18 month to three year olds. Learn fun, educa-
tional ways to use technology with children. 
We will be exploring different games and 
apps every session in a small group. 
If possible please bring your own iPad.

J A N  |  F E B  |  M A R  |  A P R  |  M A Y  |  J U N  |  J U L  |  A U G  |  S E P  |  O C T  |  N O V  |  D E C J U L  

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

WHAT’S ON

FOURTH THURSDAY OF THE MONTH
6PM - 7PM
LIBRARY AT THE DOCK

DOCKLANDS HISTORY GROUP
Share a cuppa and stories with other local 
history enthusiasts and learn about people, 
places and industries from times gone by.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
ACCOMMODATION

Check Availability and Book Directly Online
www.docklandsexecutiveapartments.com.au

BUSINESS BROKERS

AA
Specialist Franchise and Business Brokers

Suite 88B/90 Lorimer Street
Docklands, VIC 3008
T: (03) 9645 2988
E: sales@aabusinessbrokers.com.au

www.aabusinessbrokers.com.au

CLEANING
Your cleaning  

experts!
APARTMENTS / OFFICES  

CARPETS / WINDOWS

P: 9646 7996  
86 Lorimer St, Docklands  
www.concierge86.com.au 

DRY CLEANING / PARCEL PICK UP & DELIVERY

COMPUTERS

DENTAL

57 Merchant St, Docklands | T (03) 9021 9487
(opposite Victoria Harbour Medical Centre) 
 Mon-Fri 8:30-5pm (Tue, Thu until 6pm)

Sat: 8:30-1pm
www.docklandsdentalstudio.com.au 

NOW OPEN 

SATURDAYS

DIGITAL MARKETING
Digital Cactus

hello@digitalcactus.com.au

www.Digitalcactus.com.au

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Mediation Communications

108/198 Harbour Esplanade | 9602 2992 

www.mediacomms.com.au

HANDYMAN

ALL CARPENTRY & BUILDING NEEDS  
SERVICING RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

CLIENTS IN INNER SUBURBAN MELB & CBD
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

MS PROPERTY SERVICES

CALL MARK 0414 574 685

HEALTH & BEAUTY
www.victoriaharbourmedicalcentre.com.au

2-3/850 Collins St, Docklands

Entry via Merchant St

Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm,  

 Sat 9am-12 noon

Phone: 9629 1414

After Hours: 9429 5677

Fax: 9629 4265

For online bookings please visit our website

HOTEL

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION

Get away to Wilson’s Promontory
Book your Tel (03) 5682 1436
escape Mob 0429 822 290
 www.promaccom.com.au
 info@promaccom.com.au

LAWYERS
Call today for advice on:
• Wills, probate, estates

and trusts
• Conveyancing and

property law
• Family law
• Commercial law
• Litigation and dispute

resolution

Lvl 3, 520 Bourke St  9670 0700  www.tde.com.au

MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS

Happy customers.  
More sales.

1300 780 276

www.simplecustomermanagement.com.au

MUSICAL TUITION
Karen Dunlop

Flute lessons - all ages welcome 

Qualifi ed teacher / Karen 0458 009 561

PHARMACY

victoria harbour
pharmacy+news

Hours: Mon to Fri 8am-8pm & Sat 9am-1pm
 Pharmacy  Giftware 

 Magazines & Papers  Tattslotto
 Same day dry cleaning

66 Merchant St, Docklands (opposite Safeway) 
Ph: 03 9629 9922  Fax: 03 9629 9933

Email: vicharbourpharmacy@nunet.com.au

southern cross
pharmacy

Hours: Monday to Friday 7am-8pm 
Saturday 10am-6pm

Southern Cross Station 
Shop C8, 99 Spencer St, Docklands 

Ph: 03 9600 0294  Fax: 03 9600 0594
Email: southerncrosspharmacy@nunet.com.au

PLUMBING

YOUR LOCAL DOCKLANDS 
PLUMBER AND GASFITTER

No service charge in postcode 3008*
Call 9600 3019 Mob 0432 380 886

*Min charge 1 hour labour. During normal working hours

woolleysplumbing.com.au

PROPERTY SERVICES
Mb 0418 314 805

Ph 9982 4542

REAL ESTATE

Leading Docklands Agents
Located in the heart of Docklands, Lucas offers over 

9 years of Docklands Sales & Leasing expertise

1/401 Docklands Drive, Docklands
T: (03) 9091 1400   lucasre.com.au

RESTAURANTS

Merchant Society 
Restaurant

ASIAN FUSION COMES TO DOCKLANDS

71 Merchant St  
(next to Woolworths)

BOOKINGS 
9078 5844

T:  9642 4242
50 NewQuay Promenade 
www.oscarstable.com.au

Bold .  Fresh .  Zesty .

Renzo’s Bar
CAFÉ ITALIANO

46 New Quay Promenade 
ph: 9640 0550  

www.renzosbar.com

SCHOOLS

Mount Alexander College invites enrolment
applications for students from Years 7–12

College tours 9am Wednesdays with
Principal, Wayne Haworth
Please contact us for further details
T 03 9376 1622 
www.mountalexandercollege.vic.edu.au

VETERINARY

For advice & appointments Ph: 9646 5300
www.portmelbournevet.com.au
109 Bay St, Port Melbourne

FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL 
PET HEALTH CARE

Open 7 days a week
Mon-Fri 8am-7pm
Sat-Sun 9am-5pm

Port Melbourne Veterinary Clinic & Hospital

WEDDING CELEBRANT
‘Links of Love’

W

If you are not on this list then email 
advertising@docklandsnews.com.au or phone 8689 7979 
to discuss how you can get on this list for FREE!!
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NewQuay
1/401 Docklands Drive

Docklands 9091 1400 lucasre.com.au

Yarra’s Edge
62 River Esplanade

Docklands

Experience Award Winning Property Management
Real Estate Institute of Australia

Property Manager of the Year 2015

Australasian Real Estate Results Awards
Property Manager of the Year 2014

Real Estate Institute of Victoria
Property Manager of the Year 2014

Australasian Real Estate Results Awards
Property Management Team of the Year 2015

Boating concerns ease
Concerns over a lack of boating infrastructure at the new Community and Boating Hub have been 
put to rest by the City of Melbourne.

Th e future boating co-tenants of the facility 

last month raised concerns at the City of 

Melbourne’s Future Melbourne Committee 

meeting that there was no boat launching 

area considered within the current plans.

In their written submission the future boating 

hub co-tenants, Dragon Boat Victoria, 

Docklands Yacht Club and Melbourne 

Outrigger Canoe Club said without a 

launching area, clubs would be unable to put 

boats in the water from the hub.  

However, a City of Melbourne spokesperson 

last month confi rmed to Docklands News 

that a launching area would be provided at 

the hub.

“Th e boating clubs currently operating out of 

Shed 2, North Wharf Rd access the water via 

a pontoon at this location,” the spokesperson 

said.

“Places Victoria control this pontoon and 

will be relocating it to the community hub 

to allow access to the water by the clubs. It 

is proposed that they will operate from this 

pontoon as they currently do from Shed 2.”

Dragon Boat Victoria president Eliza 

Campbell said her organisation understood 

that dock infrastructure was yet to be 

determined by Places Victoria and the City of 

Melbourne, however preliminary plans had 

been shared with the co-tenants.

Th e $8.1 million Community Hub and 

Boating Hub was funded through an 

agreement between the City of Melbourne, 

Places Victoria and Lend Lease.

“Th e three organisations have provided 

boat specifi cations to ensure that all can 

be serviced by the boat ramps and the 

launching facilities,” Ms Campbell said.

“Th e three organisations will have the 

chance to review the drawings prior to work 

commencing.”

Construction of the $8.1 million facility 

began in November last year and is well 

underway, with completion, including fi t-

out, scheduled for December.

Currently based at Shed 2, the boating clubs 

expect to move into the facility in the fi rst 

quarter of 2016.

In its submission to the Future Melbourne 

Committee, the boating co-tenants also 

requested $190,366 in council funding in 

order to fi t-out the new boating facility. 

At the June 18 Future Melbourne Committee 

meeting Council committed $150,000 

towards the fi t-out, with the boating clubs 

to secure the remaining funding from other 

sources.

According to Ms Campbell, the remaining 

funding will be sought through fundraising.

Construction of Docklands' Community and Boating Hub is due for completion in December.

Paddlers in 
action
Witness the Australian 
Dragon Boat team in 
action in Docklands this 
month before they head off  
to the World Dragon Boat 
Championships in Canada.

Th e Australian team, the Auroras, 

includes 41 representatives from 

Docklands-based clubs the Yarra River 

Dragons, Melbourne Flames and the 

Dragon Masters.

And Flames coach Serghei Cusca is also 

head coach of the Australian team.

Th e team will compete in a range of 

categories at the world championships 

including under 24s, premier and senior.

Docklands-based team members are 

currently training six times a week, on 

and off  the water, and will hold an open 

training session in Docklands this month.

Come along and watch the team on 

Sunday, July 26 from 9am to 10.30am at 

Shed 2, North Wharf Road, and then join 

in for refreshments afterwards.

Th e Auroras will battle it out against 

teams from over 20 countries at the 

world championships, which are held in 

diff erent locations every two years.

Th e World Dragon Boat Championships 

will be held at the Welland International 

Flatwater Centre in Ontario, Canada from 

August 19-23.
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