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Chamber of Commerce president Joh Maxwell and Destination Docklands marketing and events director Kelly Jensen.

Chamber and Destination 
Docklands to co-operate
Destination Docklands and the Docklands Chamber of 
Commerce will this month announce greater formal 
co-operation.

Th e two organisations will announce their 

agreement at a stakeholder event later this 

month.

According to Destination Docklands director 

of marketing and events Kelly Jensen, the 

arrangement was still being formalised but 

both parties were very enthusiastic.

“I think the decision to partner with the 

chamber is defi nitely the right move. Th is 

collaboration will make it much easier for 

us to provide feedback and information 

to each other and our stakeholders,” Ms 

Jensen said.
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Council approves 
esplanade plan
City of Melbourne councillors have voted to accept Places 
Victoria’s Harbour Esplanade master plan, providing they get to 
see and approve all proposed buildings.

At the June 2 Future Melbourne Committee 

meeting, councillors voted unanimously to 

accept an alternative motion by Cr Rohan 

Leppert guaranteeing their future oversight 

of the project.

Cr Leppert said he feared the motion 

originally proposed by management could 

leave councillors sidelined, with approvals 

being handled by offi  cers under delegation.

Cr Leppert said aspects of the master plan 

were so vague that “anything was possible” 

and, therefore, it was important to ensure 

the “opportunity of public oversight”.

“We have to have a public debate about the 

specifi cs of this masterplan,” Cr Leppert 

said.

Cr Stephen Mayne agreed, saying the City 

of Melbourne prided itself on its public 

transparency. He said Harbour Esplanade 

was the most important and sensitive open 

space within the City of Melbourne.

He said the specifi c granularity of the 

development needed to be argued and 

debated in a public forum.

Cr Mayne foreshadowed that council 

funding for Harbour Esplanade would be 

“challenging”, given its current focus on the 

Queen Victoria Market redevelopment.  

He said it was important that the City of 

Melbourne prioritise its future capital 

works and he looked forward to the council 

developing a 10-year capital works plan.

Cr Leppert’s motion also requires Places 

Victoria to consult further with the 

community on the projects as outlined in a 

letter written to the council on May 29.

Places Victoria general manager Simon 

Wilson had earlier told the committee that 

the masterplan was a high-level document 

and it was always intended that the specifi cs 

would come back to council for approval.

Th e plan outlines a staged delivery of the 

esplanade over the next 10 to 15 years.

It allows for up to 40 per cent built form and 

divides Harbour Esplanade into seven zones 

for redevelopment including a recreation 

zone, heritage vessel zone, event and 

exhibition zone, urban plaza zone and water 

transport zone.

Th e planning permit granted by council 

will require Places Victoria to submit a 

staging plan as well as detailed plans of each 

component of the development.

Docklands Community Association 

president Roger Gardner told the committee 

that residents simply wanted a linear park 

and that a Places Victoria survey did not 

include this as an option.

Under questioning from Cr Jackie Watts, Mr 

Wilson agreed that the linear park option 

was not given.

He claimed that a linear park was not 

realistic and, in any event, earlier public 

consultations had shown that it was not 

wanted.
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NewQuay is set to grow 
NewQuay is set to grow, with MAB Corporation last month revealing plans for its new residential 
precinct at NewQuay West.

NewQuay West will include six 

developments, comprising around 2000 new 

homes, an urban plaza, new pocket parks 

and the extension of the existing linear park 

and promenade.

Th e developer last month conducted 

community consultation sessions in 

Docklands and will next submit its revised 

development plan to Places Victoria and the 

Department of Environment, Land, Water 

and Planning for comment, before lodging 

the plan with the Minister for Planning.

“It’s an exciting time for NewQuay,” MAB’s 

general manager of residential David 

Allt-Graham said. “With Monument Park 

opening last year and three more parks 

planned for the future there’s a strong focus 

on providing green spaces.”

Th e new precinct will be constructed 

between the existing NewQuay town houses 

and the Bolte Bridge, around the developing 

Ron Barrassi Senior Park.

Th e existing linear park in the town house 

precinct will be extended, tripling in size and 

forming a “green space link” between central 

NewQuay and Ron Barrassi Senior Park. 

Th e park extension will add 29,000 sqm 

of parkland to NewQuay and will include 

new barbecue and picnic facilities, fi tness 

stations and play spaces for children.

MAB also plans to construct a new public 

plaza, called Promenade Place, which will 

be located between waterfront buildings 

and will provide a pedestrian connection 

between Ron Barrassi Senior Park and the 

promenade.

NewQuay West will primarily be residential 

and, according to material provided at the 

community information sessions, new 

residents will stimulate the existing local 

retail economy.

According to the community session 

documentation: “Th e new master plan is 

sympathetic to the existing commercial 

landscape at NewQuay by proposing only 

minimal new retail areas that are ancillary to 

major uses.”

An artist’s impression of the NewQuay masterplan.

And according to MAB, the proposed 

plans were generally well received at the 

community consultation sessions.

“Most of our long-term residents at 

NewQuay are delighted to see additional 

green spaces that will continue to cater to 

the growth of the NewQuay community,” Mr 

Allt-Graham said.

Main access to the new precinct will be 

through Docklands Drive, which is currently 

being extended west into the site. Leven 

Avenue and Augusta Avenue will also be 

extended to connect with the new section of 

Docklands Drive.

Th e development plan for the new precinct 

is yet to be submitted for planning approval 

but MAB aims to begin construction on the 

fi rst lot in early 2018.

It aims to continue developing most of the 

NewQuay West lots progressively through to 

2026, but is yet to provide timing indications 

for the fi nal lot, located on the waterfront in 

front of the sports ground.
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No budget action 
on local school 
Frustration is mounting over the State Government’s lack of 
action on a school for Docklands.

Despite the Labor Party last year 

making a pre-election promise to restart 

the planning process for a school in 

Docklands if elected, there has been 

no evidence so far to suggest this has 

occurred.

Th e release of the state budget last month 

did not see any funding allocated towards 

the planning process for a Docklands 

school, despite a $3.3 billion investment 

in education, which is the largest boost of 

additional funding in Victoria’s history.

Docklands Community Forum 

representative and local parent Janine 

Standfi eld said the budget outcome was 

disappointing for Docklands families.

“Nothing’s defi nitive, so it’s really 

disappointing because our kids are still in 

limbo,” Ms Standfi eld said.

“If you want families to move into the 

inner-city you have to provide the 

community infrastructure,” she said.

Th e Labor Party had also promised 

to release the results of a feasibility 

study into a Docklands School that 

it commissioned in 2010 but was not 

released under the Liberal Government.

Greens Melbourne MLA Ellen Sandell 

called on the Government to fulfi l its 

election promises.

“In 2010 Labor started a feasibility report 

on building a school in Docklands, then 

just last year they promised a second study 

on it – but today there is still no report and 

still no school,” Ms Sandell said.

“Th is is the fastest growing area in 

Victoria – we are looking at 850 kids in the 

Docklands by 2016. Parents tell me they 

want to send their kids to a local school, but 

there isn’t one.”

“It’s not good enough to have kids travelling 

halfway across the inner city to schools 

which are already overcrowded. For 

example, North Melbourne Primary already 

has 200 kids more than it has capacity for.”

Ms Sandell also called the Government 

out on failing to fulfi l its election promises 

relating to Carlton Primary School, 

contributing to overcrowding of inner-city 

primary schools.

“Th is is a budget which saw a $10 million 

promise to Carlton Primary School 

broken – suddenly there is only $1 million. 

Overcrowding in the City of Melbourne is a 

serious problem, but Labor only seems to care 

during an election year,” Ms Sandell said.

Following the release of the budget, an 

Education Department spokesperson said 

the Government was determined to ensure 

families in Docklands had access to high-

quality education.

“To this end, the Government has restarted 

the planning process and will release the 

feasibility study, commissioned in 2010 by 

the government of the day, in the next few 

weeks,” the spokesperson said.

“Th e department will be providing the study 

to the Minister’s offi  ce shortly.”

A local primary school remains an important 

priority for Docklands residential and 

business community.

A survey of local workers conducted by 

Docklands News in March revealed 70 

per cent of respondents would enrol their 

children in a Docklands primary school.

Docklands cops move 
into new station
Local police will have an even greater presence in Docklands, 
after last month moving into the new Spencer St headquarters. 

Offi  cers from the Melbourne West Police 

Station, which oversees Docklands, moved 

into the new headquarters on May 12.

Th e branch had been based at the Victorian 

Police Centre on Flinders St since 1995 and, 

according to station commander, Sen-Sgt 

Mick Wilmott, the new station will provide 

greater accessibility for the public.

As the largest station in the state, Melbourne 

West Police Station covers Docklands and 

the western end of Melbourne’s CBD, from 

Elizabeth St.

Sen-Sgt Wilmott said the ground fl oor, 24-

hour station at Spencer St would provide 

a more central location for Docklands 

residents and visitors to the city seeking 

assistance or advice from local police.

“Not only does the location of the new 

station make it easy to fi nd for the 

community but it makes it a much more 

central location for our police covering the 

Melbourne West area.”

Apart from greater local accessibility, the 

built-to-purpose tower also has inbuilt 

security features including bollards, barriers 

at garage entrances and an elevated fl oor 

level making it impossible for anyone to 

drive up to the entrance to the building.

Alongside the Melbourne West Police 

Station, the new headquarters will also 

house the state’s largest Crime Investigation 

Unit, Crime Scene Services, the Divisional 

Intelligence Unit, the Divisional Response 

Unit, the Sexual Off ences and Child 

Investigation Team and the Bicycle Patrol 

Unit.

Employees from Crime and Intelligence 

commands, North West Metropolitan 

Headquarters and Forensic Services will also 

be moving from current offi  ces on St Kilda 

Road and Flinders St.

Work on the 12-storey police complex 

at Spencer St started in 2012 and the 

offi  cial opening of the building is 

expected next month.

Melbourne West station commander Sen-Sgt Mick Wilmott.
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VCAT decision on Watergate 
short-stay apartments is imminent
Owners’ Corporations (OCs) and short-stay operators around Victoria are awaiting the outcome of the Watergate Victorian Civil and 
Administrative Tribunal (VCAT) case.

Lawyers representing the Watergate OC 

and Docklands Executive Apartments 

operator Paul Salter on May 20 made their 

closing submissions to VCAT member Linda 

Rowland.

Earlier this year the OC took VCAT action 

against nine lot owners, alleging breaches of 

multiple OC rules through the use of their 

apartments as short-stay accommodation as 

part of Mr Salter’s business.

Mr Salter has represented all nine owners at 

VCAT.

Th e VCAT case centred on whether the 

owners’ corporation had the right to make 

rules preventing lot owners from leasing 

properties for less than 30 days and using 

apartment for commercial purposes.

Lawyer for Mr Salter, David Fairweather, 

contended the rules were invalid, because 

they were discriminatory and contradicted 

rights given to lot owners in other legislation.

However, lawyer for the Watergate OC Tim 

Margetts refuted this saying the rules treated 

all lot owners the same and was valid under 

the Owners’ Corporation Act.

Tensions between the lawyers boiled over at 

the fi nal VCAT hearing on May 20.

Both Mr Fairweather and Mr Margetts 

have been involved in the short-stay matter 

since its origins at the Building Appeals 

Board (BAB), with Mr Margetts originally 

representing the City of Melbourne.

VCAT is the third tribunal or court to deal 

with the issue of short-stays in the Watergate 

building, with a matter between Mr Salter 

and the City of Melbourne having previously 

been heard at the BAB, the Supreme Court 

and the Court of Appeals.

At last month’s VCAT hearing Mr Margetts 

accused Mr Fairweather of “conducting 

himself in a most undignifi ed manner.”

Mr Fairweather responded by asking Mr 

Margetts to refrain from making personal 

comments and referred to an earlier 

Supreme Court hearing where he said 

Mr Margetts had accused him of being 

inexperienced.

Earlier in the hearing Mr Fairweather had 

accused Mr Margetts of misleading the 

tribunal in relation to legislation.

In making his closing submission, Mr 

Fairweather told the tribunal that there was 

no evidence that short-term letting was of a 

hazardous nature that required a notifi cation 

to the OC of a change of use.

He said unfair discrimination applied in this 

case because the OC was asking the tribunal 

to imagine parties and drug-dealing at the 

building and  “obscurus” behaviour of short-

term tenants.

“Th ere is no empirical evidence to suggest 

people who dwell short-term are bad or 

problematic people,” Mr Fairweather said.

However, Member Rowland questioned this 

approach and said the OC was allowed to 

discriminate against potential applicants.

Mr Fairweather also said the OC rule 

restricting short-term leasing was invalid 

because it impeded rights given to lot 

owners in other legislation including the 

Docklands Planning Scheme, the Planning 

and Environment Act and the Transfer of 

Land Act.

Mr Fairweather said the apartments in 

question had Class 2 permits and those 

permits remained unless there was a change 

in use.

He said short-term dwelling did not off end 

the Class 2 classifi cation and it was an error 

of law to import a length of stay into the 

defi nition.

“What we have here is something being 

dressed up as a legitimate rule in order to 

oust a legitimate use of these apartments,” 

Mr Fairweather said.

However, in his closing submission, 

Mr Margetts said a “fundamental 

misconception” had permeated throughout 

Mr Fairweather’s submission.

Mr Margetts said assertions that the rules 

were inconsistent with the planning scheme 

and building code were incorrect, because 

the rules did not prevent short-term 

occupation.

“What it prevents is the owner lending the 

lot on a short-term basis, this rule in no way 

restricts occupation of a short-term nature,” 

Mr Margetts said.

He gave the example of apartment owners 

inviting friends or family to stay with them or 

in their apartment on a short-term basis.

“It is only a breach when, as the rule 

requires, it allows occupation as part of 

a commercial enterprise on an ongoing 

nature,” he said.

Mr Margetts also maintained that the OC 

rules represented a “vested right” for all lot 

owners.

“Th e OC can stop the letting of an apartment 

if it is being used as a business. Th is is not 

inconsistent with the (OC) Act,” Mr Margetts 

said.

At the conclusion of the hearing Member 

Rowlands said she understood both 

arguments but that her decision would be 

made in accordance with the law.

Member Rowlands is expected to release her 

decision in June or July.
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Budget let-down 
for Docklands
By Bethany Williams

Docklands has received 
a disappointing Council 
budget result for the second 
year running.

And the council appears no closer to 

committing signifi cant funding towards 

the redevelopment of Harbour Esplanade.

Released last month, council’s 2015-16 

draft plan and budget includes just $1.7 

million worth of capital works funding for 

Docklands. Th is follows a $2.06 million 

capital works commitment in 2014-15.

Included in the funding is $1 million for 

the implementation of the Docklands 

Community and Place Plan, which is 

allocated to a Docklands Park Play Space, 

Western Park Play Space and Harbour 

Esplanade.

Accordingly, it appears Docklands will 

be waiting at least another year before 

council invests a signifi cant amount into 

the redevelopment of Harbour Esplanade.

In contrast, the council has committed 

$80.64 million in this year’s budget to the 

renewal of the Queen Victorian Market.

Th e 2015-16 budget also includes 

$150,000 for the purchase of new 

Christmas assets for Docklands and 

$110,000 for the maintenance of existing 

Christmas assets.

Other capital works investments for 

Docklands include a $100,000 recording 

studio upgrade at the Library at the Dock, 

$207,000 for public lighting maintenance 

and $150,000 for wharf and marina 

maintenance.

Outside of capital works funding, the 

council has also committed $280,000 

funding for the community hub expected 

to open next to the Library at the Dock 

later this year.

Th e budget also allocates $330,000 for the 

continuation of the Docklands Winter 

Activation Program, which will see 

fi reworks light up Docklands each Friday 

night during July and August.

In total, council will spend an estimated 

$16.2 million in Docklands over the next 

fi nancial year, according to the Docklands 

Income Statement. 

With council expecting to draw $26.8 million 

in revenue from Docklands in 2015-16, this 

will lead to a predicted surplus of $10.6 

million.

However, the statement also says about 

$2.5 million worth of indirect costs have not 

been refl ected in the projected expenditure, 

leading to an overstatement of the predicted 

surplus.

More broadly, the 2015-16 budget includes 

an underlying surplus of $9.3 million which 

council says will be achieved by containing 

operating costs, while at the same time, 

delivering an $85.1 million capital works 

program, more than $40.5 million in 

promotion and events and $55.2 million 

worth of community services.

Th e budget also revealed a 3.6 per cent 

increase for ratepayers, which will generate 

an additional $8.71 million for the council 

over the next fi nancial year.

According to Cr Stephen Mayne, the rate rise 

was one of the lowest in the state and was 

reasonable if Melbourne was to maintain its 

position as one of the world’s most liveable 

cities.

“Well-functioning cities need strong 

investment,” Cr Mayne said. “We’re 

mindful of the impact rate rises have on our 

ratepayers and considerable deliberation 

goes into determining what we need and 

how we spend what we have, to ensure we 

keep rate rises to a minimum.”

“Despite the economic challenges of our 

time, we are keeping underlying cost 

increases contained to 1.7 per cent – 

signifi cantly lower than the forecast 2015-16 

infl ation level of 2.75 per cent.”

Th e City of Melbourne’s Draft 2015-16 

Annual Plan and Budget is available for 

public inspection until June 5 at a range 

of locations including the Town Hall 

Administration Building and the 

City Library. 

New Docklands Chamber of Commerce executive offi  cer Stefanie Schulz.

Welcome to Docklands
According to Stefanie Schulz, Docklands “has it all”.

Th e new Docklands Chamber of Commerce 

executive offi  cer only had good things to say 

about her new workplace when she caught 

up with Docklands News last month.

“Where else do you get modern living, 

history, entertainment, sport, shopping, 

water and all this on the edge of the CBD and 

walking distance from the city?” she asked.

Ms Schulz began her new role in April and 

says so far she is thoroughly enjoying her 

new role.

Born in Germany, Ms Schulz moved to 

Canada in 2000 where she worked in a range 

of roles, including as executive director of a 

chamber of commerce.

“It was a chamber that was well established, 

over 70 years old and with 750 members and 

similar challenges to any other chamber in 

the world,” Ms Schulz said.

In 2013, she moved to Melbourne with her 

husband after the construction company he 

worked for began a joint venture project with 

Grocon and the State Government on the 

Victorian Comprehensive Cancer Centre.

According to Ms Schulz, the job off er came 

“out of the blue” and within fi ve weeks the 

pair had moved to Melbourne.

Now living in Southbank, Ms Schulz said she 

often walked down to Docklands and was 

looking forward to getting to know the area 

better in her new role.

“Th is Docklands job feels like a great fi t for 

me,” Ms Schulz said. “And while I’m still 

learning about all of the diff erent precincts 

I hope this means I’ll be able to take a fresh 

approach.”

And she says she’s enjoying working with the 

Docklands Chamber of Commerce executive 

members who have been very welcoming.

“It’s been so positive,” Ms Schulz said. “I’m 

truly amazed by the executive.”

In her previous role with a Canadian 

chamber of commerce, Ms Schulz said its 

chamber had a team of staff , whereas the 

Docklands Chamber of Commerce has just 

one part-time employee (Ms Schulz herself).

“If you look at the executive committee, 

these people run their own businesses or 

work in the corporate world and yet they 

still devote so much of their time to the 

chamber,” she said.
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Docklands’ new marina lounge opens
Melbourne City Marina has opened its new lounge and its operators hope the facility will attract more boats to Victoria Harbour.

Th e new facility includes an outdoor deck 

with water and city views, a lounge area, a 

kitchen and shower and laundry facilities.

Th e City of Melbourne’s waterways unit has 

also moved into new offi  ces in the facility.

Th e new lounge and offi  ce is located in the 

former Fix nightclub at the NewQuay Piazza, 

which council purchased for $1.95 million 

in 2013.

According to Cr Richard Foster, the new 

facility off ered a unique boating destination 

in the heart of the city.

“Th e marina lounge and on-shore facilities 

aims to increase boating visitation and 

on-water activity in Docklands and create a 

hub of activity within the Victoria Harbour 

precinct,” Cr Foster said.

He said the new marina lounge reaffi  rmed 

the council’s commitment to ensuring 

Docklands was a thriving community with 

imaginative and well-designed places.

“We believe that fostering more colour and 

movement on the water will enhance the 

waterfront experience for visitors, and create 

a drawcard for the Docklands community,” 

he said.

“Th e new lounge, where the waterways offi  ce 

is located also provides our offi  cers with 

greater observational control of the precinct 

and waterways.”

City of  Melbourne waterways team Angus Craig, Jade Lo, Mathew Snape and Adam Buchholtz.

Docklands’ Community and 
Boating Hub on track
Construction of the $8.1 million Community and Boating Hub in 
Victoria Harbour is on track for completion by the end of the year.

Building works began in November last 

year and are scheduled for completion 

in October, according to the City of 

Melbourne’s works program third quarter 

report presented at its May 26 council 

meeting.

Th e two-storey mixed-use building will 

become home to the Docklands Yacht Club, 

the Victorian Dragon Boat Association, 

Melbourne Outrigger Canoe Club and 

Docklands family services.

Places Victoria, Lend Lease and the City of 

Melbourne have jointly funded the project.

Th e council works program report revealed 

Places Victoria had contributed $3.48 million 

to the project, Lend Lease $344,000 and 

council $4.26 million.

Project completion, including fi t-out, is 

scheduled for December.

Docklands’ Community and Boating Hub is taking shape in Victoria Harbour.
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Hotel proposed for Victoria Harbour
Another hotel could be on the cards for Docklands, with Lend Lease seeking investors for a luxury Victoria Harbour hotel.

Th e proposed 4.5 star, 280-room hotel would 

be located on a waterfront site between ANZ 

and a residential development currently 

awaiting planning approval. 

“Th ere is strong demand for hotels in 

Melbourne and we’ve been approached by 

a number of hotel investors,” Lend Lease’s 

managing director of urban regeneration, 

Jonathan Emery, said.

Th e hotel would feature conference, wellness 

and rooftop food and beverage facilities, 

according to Lend Lease.

“We’re in the early stages of exploring 

options for the site to achieve the best 

outcome for Victoria Harbour. A hotel, in 

this prime Collins St riverfront location, 

would be a major addition to the 

Docklands’ hospitality off ering with quality 

accommodation for both tourists and 

business travellers,” Mr Emery said.

Th e proposed hotel is just one of a number of 

hotels expected to be built in Docklands over 

the next few years.

Singaporean developer Hiap Hoe has 

already begun construction of a hotel at 

NewQuay, while Digital Harbour’s Th e 

Altus will also include a hotel component. 

Th e M Docklands building currently under 

construction on LaTrobe St will also include 

a Peppers hotel.

“A luxury hotel within Victoria Harbour would 

be a welcome addition to the emerging hotel 

off er in Docklands,” Places Victorian general 

manager Simon Wilson said.

Th e expression of interest process for 

potential investors is being managed by 

Savills and closes on June 5.

Managing director of Savills Hotels Michael 

Simpson said there had been signifi cant 

interest from investors.

An artist’s impression of the proposed hotel.

“Given this opportunity enables investors 

to select their preferred operator, we expect 

the opportunity to gain strong interest from 

investors and owner-operators alike,” Mr 

Simpson said.
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Central Pier, 161 Harbour Esplanade, Docklands 3008  
For bookings: info@atlanticgroup.com.au

atlanticgroup.com.au

Book your event on a  
Friday night in July or August  

 

Delight your guests with  
complimentary fireworks 

 
Bookings: 03 8623 9600

Getting to know you
Should the federal government run its full term, Docklands voters will have plenty of time to get to 
know endorsed Melbourne ALP candidate Sophie Ismail.

Ms Ismail, 37, beat a strong fi eld of 

candidates last month for the right to 

represent the Labor Party as it attempts to 

wrest back from the Greens the federal seat 

of Melbourne.

While some observers have already noted 

that Ms Ismail’s credentials out-muscle the 

Greens at their own game, she points out 

that there is more to her than her identity.

“People are very interested in my identity 

and I am proud of my identity as a gay 

woman from a mixed race background and 

as a woman and proud feminist,” she said.   

“But I’m also a lot more than that.  And 

it’s important not to allow yourself to be 

reduced to your identity.”

“I’m putting my hand up because we need 

a strong, progressive voice on the national 

issues – marriage equality, refugees, 

renewable energy targets, sustainability 

issues – but we also need a member 

for Melbourne who can deliver for the 

community on the local issues that matter to 

Melburnians.”

Originally from Brisbane, Ms Ismail says 

Docklands reminds her of that city’s 

Southbank redevelopment.

“It reminds me of Southbank in Brisbane 

and early on there was a lot of negative 

perceptions – that it was manufactured and 

soulless,” she said. “But it’s actually fantastic.  

Melbourne does have a lot of unique little 

zones and each has its own qualities that 

should be celebrated.”

Ms Ismail is a lawyer with national 

and international experience in trade 

negotiations, labour law, human rights and 

discrimination.

She identifi es housing aff ordability, health 

and jobs as issues of importance to local 

people.

“I am concerned that people are missing out 

in Melbourne,” she said. “I see the people 

who are slipping through the cracks and only 

a Labor government can deliver for those 

people.  Th at’s my motivation.”

“I have nothing against the Greens.  I am 

not intending to be negative about them.  I 

haven’t met Adam (Bandt) yet.  I think he’s 

well intentioned, but my concern is that 

there has to be a capacity to deliver.  To 

me, that’s what progressive politics is – that 

ability to make real change in real people’s 

lives.”

Ms Ismail is the eldest of four children in a 

family which migrated from England in 1988.  

She came to Melbourne in 2009 seeking arts, 

culture and diversity.

“As a young, gay person growing up 

in Brisbane, I had some unpleasant 

experiences and I was looking for a 

community that was more welcoming of 

me,” she said.

Ms Ismail admitted she did not know the 

specifi c local issues within her diverse 

electorate.

“I’m in a listening phase,” she said. “I’m 

getting around to as many people as I can 

and fi nding out that is a concern to them.  

It’s good to know what people want before 

starting to talk about their issues.”

Melbourne ALP candidate Sophie Ismail.

“Each organisation has diff erent strengths 

so, by collaborating, we’ll be able to 

achieve much more,” Ms Jensen said.

Docklands Chamber of Commerce 

president Joh Maxwell agreed, saying a 

joint focus on maximising opportunities 

for events and business would continue to 

showcase Docklands and its waterways.

“Along with stronger outcomes for 

Docklands, it makes sense for us to work 

together rather than in isolation,” Mrs 

Maxwell said.

“Destination Docklands understand the 

marketing and events side of things, while 

the Docklands Chamber of Commerce 

has connections with local businesses, so 

we’ll be able to draw them into the new 

opportunities that will develop from this 

relationship.”

Further cementing the new working 

relationship, Docklands Chamber of 

Commerce executive offi  cer Stefanie 

Schulz last month began working from 

the Destination Docklands offi  ce.

Chamber and 
Destination 
Docklands 
to co-operate
Continued from page 1.

Destination Docklands’ Kelly Jensen with Chamber of 

Commerce president Joh Maxwell.
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Tolhurst Druce & Emmerson Level 3, 520 Bourke Street, Melbourne   T 9670 0700   www.tde.com.au

Q With the end of the financial year approaching, I am looking at my overall business 
structure. Can you help me?

A

Tolhurst Druce & Emmerson Working with individuals, families & business.

Paul Webster answers your legal questions.

Reviewing your business structure annually is sound business practice. 
We can assist by examining your overall structure and advising on possible 
advantageous changes. This could include the incorporation of a company, 
the establishment of a trust or the setting up of a self-managed 
superannuation fund.

Call for advice on wills, probate, estates and trusts; conveyancing and property
law; family law; commercial law; litigation and dispute resolution. 

Seafarers chart 
their journeys
An installation at the Mission to Seafarers’ Norla Dome last 
month saw the space transformed into a large-scale compass.

Drawn on the fl oor in chalk, the actual 

journeys of visiting seafarers were recorded 

on the compass throughout the two-week 

installation.

Created by associate professor of design 

Margaret Woodward the project aimed 

to connect with the journeys of seafarers 

who visited the mission and was part of an 

ongoing research project into the “social life” 

of souvenirs.

“Background research for this project 

involved discussions with volunteers, staff  

from Port of Melbourne and ex-seafarers, 

whose concern is for the welfare of 

seafarers,” Ms Woodward said.

“Th ey highlighted the loneliness and 

isolation of contemporary seafaring, 

quick turnarounds and short stays in port, 

dangerous conditions at sea, the regimented 

working life and the impact of these factors 

on seafarers’ families.”

Across two weeks, Ms Woodward 

welcomed seafarers into the gallery and 

recorded journeys from 22 visiting ships 

and seafarers on the large-scale compass.

Seafarers were also welcomed with tea 

and cake and off ered a souvenir enamel 

mug printed with a QR code, which they 

were invited to use to record their future 

journeys.

Ms Woodward thanked all the seafarers 

who had been scanning their mugs 

from their new destinations including 

Singapore, Brisbane, Fremantle, Adelaide 

and Busan.

“Th e project aimed to make a personal 

connection with the seafarers, using 

a souvenir object, as a vehicle of 

welcome and connection and also to 

trigger intangible, aff ective qualities – 

reminders of journeys and places, and 

new associations with tastes sounds and 

people,” Ms Woodward said.

Ms Woodward pictured with the crew from PAN EDELWEISS in the Norla Dome.

Housing 
affordability fears
Planning Minister Richard Wynne has started the long-
anticipated debate on standards for apartment construction with 
the release last month of a discussion paper, ‘Better Apartments’.

While most people agree on the need for 

standards relating to adequate natural light, 

ventilation and privacy, it is feared that 

mandated minimum size will adversely 

aff ect aff ordability.

Th e Property Industry Council estimates that 

a 50sqm apartment could cost $90,000 more 

than a 40sqm inner city apartment.

Property Council Victorian executive 

director Jennifer Cunich said: 

“Disappointingly, the discussion paper 

barely mentions housing aff ordability, which 

should be the Government’s number one 

priority.”

“Consideration of housing aff ordability 

must remain front and centre. A fi ve square 

metre increase in size can add as much 

as $45,000 to the price of an apartment. 

Cost increases such as this can easily place 

home ownership beyond the reach of many 

aspiring home buyers.”

Mr Wynne says higher standards of 

apartment design are needed to avoid poorly 

designed homes lacking space, light and 

ventilation.

According to the report, another 480,000 

apartments will be needed in Melbourne 

alone to accommodate a projected 

population of 7.7 million by 2051.

“Melbourne is set to house almost 100,000 

new residents each year and we need to plan 

for that growth,” Mr Wynne said.

Th e discussion paper aims prompt 

conversations with community and industry 

stakeholders to shape future apartment 

design guidelines.

Ms Cunich says the industry was grateful 

for the opportunity to contribute to the 

standards but also warned that developers 

would not support the outcome unless it co-

authored with other stakeholders the fi nal 

standard.

“History in this policy space has shown 

that design standards developed without 

industry support have failed to meet the 

expectations of their authors, facilitators or 

the broader community,” she said.

Mr Wynne said: “Th is is more than 

establishing minimum standards, it’s about 

keeping pace with how people want to live.”

Th e Better Apartments discussion paper 

raises a number of issues relating to 

apartment design in Victoria, including:

  Lack of natural light;

  Apartments too small or poorly designed;

  Achieving a quality outlook for all 

apartments;

  Lack of natural ventilation;

  External noise;

  Access to outdoor space; and

  Long-term adaptability of apartment 

buildings.

Submissions on the discussion paper are 

due next month and community forums and 

industry roundtable events will also be held. 

Draft guidelines will be released in late 2015 

and the fi nal report will be handed to the 

Minister in mid 2016.

To view the discussion paper visit 

www.dewlp.vic.gov.au/better-apartments
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CRUISE ASIA THIS YEAR

MARINER OF 
THE SEAS 

CELEBRITY 
MILLENNIUM

LEGEND OF 
THE SEAS 

VOYAGER OF 
THE SEAS

Festive Season Sailings Cruise into Christmas!Explore Asia Oriental Highlights

8 Night Fly, Stay  
& Cruise Package from 

$2439pp
21 December 2015 
Singapore Return 
Including Airfares

13 Night Fly, Stay  
& Cruise Package from 

$2,859pp
09 November 2015 

Singapore to Hong Kong 
Including Airfares

17 Night Fly, Cruise 
& Stay Package from 

$3,990pp
18 December 2015 

Hong Kong to Singapore 
Including Airfares

12 Night Fly, Stay  
& Cruise Package from 

$2,609pp
12 October 2015 

Hong Kong to Singapore 
Including Airfares

For those who don’t ‘get’ Docklands
An upcoming documentary series will take a look at why the people who love Docklands feel the way they do about it.

I Don’t Get It is a web-based documentary 

series focusing on modern Australian 

curiosities and the fi rst episode will focus on 

Docklands.

Zac Millner-Cretney, one of the producers 

behind the project, says the series “takes a 

light hearted-look at objects of curiosity or 

mystery, or things that are culturally divisive 

in modern Australia”.

Focusing on a range of topics, from people 

who are obsessed with collecting sneakers to 

people who listen to rave music in the bush 

on the weekend, the documentary series 

aims to explore various cultural ideas.

“We’ll try to explain what it is about these 

things that mystifi es us and fi nd someone 

who loves it and see if they can make us 

understand why,” Mr Millner-Cretney said.

According to Mr Millner-Cretney, Docklands 

is quite a divisive subject in Melbourne.

“Th ere are some people that seem to really 

love it and some people that seem to really 

hate it,” he said.

“We want to fi gure out what makes people 

feel so strongly about it one way or another.”

Mr Millner-Cretney said his own experiences 

of visiting Docklands had felt like entering a 

foreign space.

“Th is immediately made it an object 

of curiosity for me,” he said. “Th e more 

research I did the more I realised there’s a 

really strong element of love for Docklands 

from the people who live here.”

“I wanted to know why and I wanted 

someone to explain it to me.”

Mr Millner-Cretney said the I Don’t Get 

It production team planned to interview 

academics, business owners and people who 

Documentary-makers Lewis Eyers-Stott and Zac Millner-Cretney.

lived and worked in Docklands. Th ey also 

hope to speak with people involved in the 

planning stage of Docklands’ development.

He said the aim of the project was to gain a 

greater understanding of why people love 

Docklands, something he and the rest of the 

team didn’t necessarily comprehend at the 

moment.

“It’s totally diff erent to my personal experience 

and personal taste, but that’s where the interest 

lies,” Mr Millner-Cretney said.

“We start out not getting it, and we want to 

end up getting it.”

Th e Docklands episode will be the fi rst in 

the series, which is expected to be available 

online next month.

For more information, visit www.dontgetit.club
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VISIT US ONLINE!  WWW.STOPNOISE.COM.AU

.......................................................................................................................................................................................
NO NEED TO REPLACE YOUR EXISTING WINDOWS TO ACHIEVE DOUBLE GLAZING
.......................................................................................................................................................................................

Stop Noise will come to your home for a FREE demonstration and show you how we can reduce 
noise by up to 70% coming through your existing windows.

Stop Noise secondary glazing system is equally as good as replacement double glazed windows for 
your thermal insulation and twice as good for reducing noise. There is simply no better option. 
Save money on your energy bills and get a great night sleep.

Stop Noise is a trusted family owned and operated Melbourne based business since 1995.

Call today to organise a free assessment of your windows & doors

1800 880 844      info@stopnoise.com.au
Office & Showroom- 15 Industry Blvd, Carrum Downs 3201

SOUNDPROOFING WINDOWS
FOR BODY CORPORATE AND HERITAGE LISTED HOMES AND APARTMENTS

Melbourne Visitor Shuttle price to again rise
Th e City of Melbourne has again increased the price of the Melbourne Visitor Shuttle (MVS).

Councillors last month unanimously voted 

to change the previously one-day ticket to 

a two-day pass and up the price to $10 per 

ticket.

Th e shuttle started as a free tourism service 

during the 2006 Commonwealth Games and 

in 2013 the council introduced a $5 charge 

per passenger over the age of 10. 

Th e move saw patronage decline by 49 

percent in the following 12 months and by 

7 per cent year-on-year decline since the 

introduction of the fee.  

Docklands has two visitor shuttle stops, one 

located near Etihad Stadium and the other at 

Harbour Town.

But Docklands Chamber of Commerce 

president Joh Maxwell doesn’t believe the 

increase in price will greatly impact on 

Docklands visitation.

“Ideally it would be great if it was free but we 

do already have free public transport so we 

can’t have everything,” she said.

“Visitation is growing and the Docklands 

Chamber of Commerce is confi dent that 

numbers will continue to grow.”

“Docklands has lots to off er visitors to 

Melbourne and with the increase to fees the 

council will be able to allocate more funding 

to promoting the service which, in return, 

will help to boost numbers and increase the 

number of visitors using the shuttle.”

Th e City of Melbourne plans to increase MVS 

marketing and promotional expenditure by 

$100,000.

Cr Pinder-Mortimer defended the decision 

to increase the price of the tickets at the May 

26 Council meeting.

She said 88 per cent of respondents to a 

recent customer survey said the current $5 

ticket price was good or excellent.

But the same survey indicated that fewer 

than 50 per cent of respondents would be 

happy to pay more than $5 per ticket.

“Capturing the MVS customer with an 

attractive two-day ticket for $10, compared 

to commercial operators who charge 

upwards of $35 I believe is important, which 

would also give us a marketing budget for 

online marketing as well as being able to 

project to international visitors the facility to 

book in advance,” Cr Pinder-Mortimer said.

State MP explores 
Docklands
State MP and leader of the Australian Sex Party, Fiona Patten, 
visited Docklands last month.

After winning an upper house seat in last 

year’s state election, Ms Patten (pictured 

right) is keen to get to know more about 

specifi c areas of her electorate.

“Th is is my turf now and, as the upper house 

member, I really want to get to know how 

I can help this area and what I can do as 

a member of parliament to improve the 

space, not just for business but also for the 

residents of the area,” Ms Patten said.

While in Docklands Ms Patten visited a range 

of businesses including Etihad Stadium, the 

Icehouse and the Melbourne Star.

“We’ve got a world class ice-skating rink in 

Docklands, which I suspect a lot of people in 

Victoria don’t know about,” she said.

She also met with members of the Docklands 

Chambers and representatives from Housing 

Choices Australia, which is reponsible for 

Th e Merchant and Mariner developments in 

Docklands.

“Th ere are some fantastic opportunities 

down here but there are some issues in 

realising what could be a really successful 

part of Melbourne, Melbourne’s tourism and 

Melbourne life,” Ms Patten said.

According to Ms Patten, Docklands is a great 

part of Melbourne with many strengths but 

this story was yet to be told.

“I certainly would love to be an 

ambassador for this region to start telling 

that story,” she said.
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D O C K L A N D S 
C O S M E T I C  C L I N I C

ALL TREATMENTS PERFORMED 
BY HIGHLY EXPERIENCED  

AHPRA REGISTERED  
DOCTOR’S & NURSES

WWW.DOCKL ANDSCOSMETICCLINIC.COM.AU

FOR MEN & WOMEN

Located inside Victoria Harbour Medical Centre  
850 Collins St (entry via Merchant St)

0419 224 491 TO BOOK OR MORE INFO

SPECIALISING IN 
ANTI WRINKLE & 
DERMAL FILLER 

TREATMENTS

Alma Doepel 
update

More than $4000 was donated towards the Alma Doepel 
restoration project last month.

And so far this year a total of $14,705 has 

been contributed to the project.

But there’s still plenty more fundraising to 

be done with around $1.7 million needed 

to complete the restoration of the historic 

top-sail schooner and return it to Docklands’ 

waters.

Th e Alma Doepel Restoration team, with 

the support of Docklands Chamber of 

Commerce, is holding a gala fundraising 

luncheon at Etihad Stadium on August 28, to 

assist the fundraising eff orts.

Chamber of Commerce vice-president Bill 

Reid says it was “full-steam ahead” with 

plans for the lunch.

According to Mr Reid the event will include 

auctions, a VIP guest list and key-note 

speakers.

Enquiries about the gala lunch can be 

made to Mr Reid on 0416 153 116.

Th e total fundraising tally for May is 

$4442.

Maggie Chiara Cowling Alma Art 

Exhibition at the Docklands Ocean 

Education Centre: $942

Walker Corporation Collins Square 

project: $1500

Dandenong Valley Historic Car Club: $500

Donation to National Trust Alma Doepel 

Appeal Fund from Peter J Kelly: $500

Donation to National Trust Alma Doepel 

Appeal Fund from Robyn and Margaret 

Miller: $500

Donation to National Trust Alma Doepel 

Appeal Fund from Fiona Williams in 

memory of Frank Williams: $500.

For more information about the Alma 

Doepel visit www.almadoepel.com.au

Progress on Docklands’ Ron 
Barrassi Senior Park
Docklands will soon have its own sports ground, with 
construction of Ron Barassi Senior Park not far off  completion.

Construction is expected to be fi nished in 

July with the project to be handed over to the 

City of Melbourne in August. 

But the grounds won’t be ready to use until 

later in the year due to turf establishment.  

Th e $18 million project has been funded 

by the State Government, constructed 

by Places Victoria and, when completed, 

will be owned and operated by the City of 

Melbourne.

“Ron Barassi Senior Park is a new park and 

sports fi eld in Docklands opening later this 

year, providing space to kick a ball, walk 

the dog and take children to play,” Places 

Victoria general manager Simon Wilson said.

“New Docklands-based sports clubs are 

encouraged to express interest in calling Ron 

Barassi Senior Park home.”

“As well as traditional programmed sports 

such as soccer, AFL and rugby, the sports 

fi eld could be used for yoga, personal 

training, bootcamp, Quidditch, Ultimate 

Frisbee, Bubble Soccer, Swordcraft and 

more.”

Mr Wilson said construction of Stage 1 of the 

project included the sports oval, playground, 

community pavilion and car park. It is 

planned to fi nish in August and the park will 

open to the public in late 2015, subject to turf 

establishment.

According to council offi  cers at the April 29 

Docklands Community Forum, the council 

is already fi elding enquiries from sporting 

groups interested in making the sports 

ground its home.
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Docklands is unique.

Melbourne Building Management
Ph: 0448 166 449
E: jenny@melbournebm.com.au
Web: www.melbournebm.com.au

Jenny Longstaff, has a Degree in Environmental 
Management and promotes the “greening’ of all buildings for 
now and the future.

MBM’s staff have the capabilities to ensure your green 
services maintain their efficiencies whilst also providing top 
quality management with a focus on customer service.

Call Jenny today to start the conversation on how MBM can 
provide sustainable and intelligent solutions to your building 
management concerns.

Docklands has the largest number of 
Green Rated buildings in Melbourne. These 
buildings are sustainable; they use less 
electricity, gas and water which results in 
savings for the residents.

Your Green building should be managed 
by a Company that promotes Green 
efficiencies; Melbourne Building 
Management (MBM) is that Company.

Jenny Longstaff
MBM’s General Manager

Progress on fountain
and fl ames show
Th e consortium behind the Docklands fountain and fl ame 
show plans to submit its business case to the State Government 
this month.

FCT Flames and Avant-Garde de Studio 

are the team behind the project and 

estimate the show would generate more 

than $200 million for the state each year, 

while bringing fi ve million visitors to 

Docklands annually.

Since publicly announcing the concept 

via Docklands News in February, the 

consortium has been busy briefi ng 

government groups, investment groups 

and businesses.

CEO of FCT Flames David Retallack and 

director of Avant-Garde de Studio Dr 

Peter Kok visited Docklands last month to 

put the fi nishing touches on the concept.

According to Dr Kok, the Dubai fountains 

and the Bellagio fountains in Las 

Vegas have proven to be major tourist 

attractions and the same would apply to 

Docklands.

And the project has the wholehearted 

support of the Docklands Chamber of 

Commerce.

“As an art exhibition at Docklands, a world-

class musical fountain and fl ame show could 

not be surpassed,” chamber president Joh 

Maxwell said.

Th e concept would see the installation 

of fountains in Victoria Harbour at the 

end of Central Pier, which could also be 

transformed into a fl oating performance and 

event stage.

Th e fountain show could be programmed 

to music – while fl ames, pyrotechnics, video 

projection and lasers could be added at night.

Encounter with a 
native water rat
By Derrick Koo

A few weeks ago, I encountered a rakali, a native water rat, for the 
fi rst time.

On this night, the creature crossed my 

path, strolled along the wooden curb by 

the water and weaved around pedestrians 

in the shadows, displaying a certain kind 

of cautious intelligence. It then proceeded 

to gracefully dive into the water before 

emerging again to continue to forage. 

Spellbound by this beautiful creature, 

I trained my camera on it and followed 

behind at a respectable distance. Th is was 

challenging due to the darkness and only the 

white tip of its long tail was visible at times. 

As a photographer, I refused to give up on 

my quarry and persevered. My movements 

alerted several passers-by to the rakali’s 

presence and one of them proceeded to 

ambush then kick it! 

Th ankfully, it escaped unharmed and went 

about its business of fi nding food. I even 

managed to take a photo of it with the Bolte 

Bridge in the background! When I last saw 

it, it had its head deep inside a paper bag to 

fi nd some morsels, completely oblivious to 

my presence. 

I have been a resident of the Docklands 

since 2005 and this was the very fi rst time I 

had seen them. Th eir appearance seems to 

coincide with the removal of the concrete 

platforms. 

I believe that their burrows were located 

beneath these structures before being 

exposed to the world by construction work. 

Even though the rakali are not endangered, 

I believe that there should be greater 

awareness about their existence within the 

community as they are our fellow Docklands 

residents too.

Docklands’ native water rat the rakali.
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New towers for 
Victoria Harbour
Lend Lease is awaiting 
planning approval for a major 
residential development in 
Collins St.

Located on the riverfront, west of ANZ, 

the proposal would see twin apartment 

complexes built over two stages.

Each development would consist of a 

podium and two towers, and combined 

would add 1070 apartments to Docklands’ 

residential market.

Stage one of the project would see the fi rst 

building constructed at the western side of 

the site, while stage two will see construction 

of an apartment complex at the eastern side 

of the site.

Th e proposal also includes the creation of a 

new lane called Waterside Place between the 

buildings and public realm works.

A new sea wall and wharf rebuilding works 

to the Yarra River bank are also proposed 

as part of the development. Th is area will 

eventually be known as the Australian Wharf 

Promenade East.

Th e City of Melbourne’s Future Melbourne 

Committee last month endorsed the 

proposal, subject to a number of conditions.

Although he supported the proposal, Cr 

Rohan Leppert questioned the possible 

inclusion of ground fl oor apartments in the 

building’s design.

“I envisage of course, as we all do, that once 

Docklands is a fully established suburb and 

extension of the city that the waterfront here 

and indeed the extension to Collins St will 

one day be busy pedestrian thoroughfares,” 

Cr Leppert said.

“I do worry about the amenity of the ground 

fl oor apartments in this development in 

decades to come.”

An artist’s impression of the proposed towers.

Docklands to host 
Edinburgh Tattoo
Th e world-famous Royal 
Edinburgh Military Tattoo 
is coming to Docklands 
next year.

Lord Mayor Robert Doyle and the 

producer of the tattoo, Brigadier David 

Allfrey, made the announcement last 

month at Etihad Stadium, where the show 

will be staged next February.

“If there was one world event that we 

do not currently have that I would like 

to attract, it is the Royal Edinburgh 

Military Tattoo and I am pleased to today 

announce that it is coming to Melbourne,” 

the Lord Mayor said.

Th e Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo was 

fi rst performed in 1950 and is performed 

annually at Edinburgh Castle, attracting 

an annual live audience of 220,000 and 

100 million television viewers around 

the world.

According to Brigadier Allfrey, in more 

than six and a half decades, the event has 

only been staged internationally on three 

occasions. It was held in Wellington, New 

Zealand in 2000 and in Sydney in 2005 and 

2010.

“Australian audiences have always embraced 

the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo in 

Edinburgh every August and comprise one 

of the largest international supporters of the 

event,” Brigadier Allfrey said.

“We are delighted to be returning, this time 

to Melbourne, with a brand new show with 

the best bands and performers from around 

the world.”

Th e Etihad Stadium event will feature a full-

size replica of Edinburgh Castle, the massed 

pipes and drums of Scotland’s famous 

regiments and performers from around the 

world.

Th e Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo will be 

held at Etihad Stadium on February 12 and 

13 next year. Tickets went on sale last month.

Th e Edinburgh Military Tattoo performed a routine at Etihad Stadium last month.
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The Kelly’s have successfully managed short-stay apartments in Docklands for more 

than 9 years. During that time, they have built a great rapport with both property 

owners and thousands of visitors to Docklands.

We invite booking inquiries for stays of one or more days, as well as offering a great 

investment opportunity to Docklands’ apartment owners.

Shop 7, Lifelab Building, 198 Harbour Esplanade, Docklands - P: 9642 4220 
info@docklandsprivatecollection.com.au - www.docklandsprivatecollection.com.au

College 
football on 
the horizon
Docklands could host 
Australia’s fi rst US College 
Football Bowl next year.

Etihad Stadium last month confi rmed it 

was involved in negotiations to secure the 

event.

“We are hopeful that within a couple of 

months we may be in a position to make 

a formal announcement, which would be 

tremendously exciting,” Etihad Stadium 

CEO Paul Sergeant said.

He said there was widespread research 

to demonstrate than an authentic US 

College football game would generate 

massive interest in Melbourne.

“We have little doubt that demand will 

outstrip supply and we would sell every 

seat of our stadium,” Mr Sergeant said.

“It will attract tremendous interest locally 

as well as across Australia and you can 

see the opportunity for tourists to visit 

Melbourne for the occasion.”

Mr Sergeant also said Etihad Stadium’s 

vision for the event involved more than 

just the game day.

“We can envisage working with our local 

business and creating some sort of festival 

experience on or around the Dockland 

waterfront for the week leading up to the 

event,” Mr Sergeant said.

Staging the event would involve bringing 

an entourage of up to 800 people to 

Melbourne.

“We’re actually talking about two teams 

with players and support staff , including 

cheer leaders and a band,” Mr Sergeant 

said. 

If it goes ahead, Etihad Stadium 

management predicts the event would be 

held between mid-December 2016 and 

mid-January 2017. 

Stadium management hope to make a 

further announcement about the event 

next month.

Bloomsday in 
Docklands
Bloomsday, the annual celebration of author James Joyce, is 
coming to Docklands this month.

Th e events of Joyce’s book Ulysses take 

place on June 16 and each year this day is 

recognised as Bloomsday through a range of 

events and celebrations around the world.

In Melbourne, not-for-profi t, volunteer-led 

society Bloomsday In Melbourne has been 

staging theatrical productions each year 

since 1994.

Th is month, for the fi rst time, the organisation 

will stage its Bloomsday performance at the 

Library at the Dock’s theatre.

Th e original play, Th e Reel James Joyce, 

focuses on a fi ctional scenario questioning 

what would have happened if Charlie 

Chaplin had decided to adapt Ulysses as a 

silent fi lm.

Th e play opens in Docklands on June 10 and 

closing night is on Bloomsday, June 16.

For more information visit 

www.bloomsdayinmelbourne.org.au

Book your 
seat at
the table
Get in quick to secure your 
seat at the June networking 
lunch.

Jointly hosted by Docklands News and 

the Docklands Chamber of Commerce, 

the quarterly lunch is a great way to meet 

other local stakeholders.

Th e June Docklands Networking Lunch 

is from 12 noon on Friday, June 12 at 

Merchant Society, 71 Merchant St, 

Docklands.

Merchant Society is new to Docklands 

but proprietor Charles Ng has a string of 

successful restaurants behind him.  His 

new Asian fusion off ering in Docklands 

has fi lled a badly-need gap and is quickly 

gaining a reputation for freshness and 

quality.

Th e menu for the June lunch is:

Entrée: Vegetable spring rolls; chicken 

satay; prawn cakes.

Mains (alternating): Beef cashew and 

chicken spare ribs.  Vegetarian option: 

mixed seasonal stir-fry.

Dessert: to come.

Beverages: White and red wine, heavy 

and light beers.

As always the lunch is $60 and must be 

paid in advance.

Contact Docklands News via lunch@

docklandsnews.com.au or call the offi  ce 

on 8689 7979 to book.

Actors Steve Gome and Dan Walls will portray James Joyce and Charlie Chaplin next month. Photo by Bernard Peasley
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Motorcycle 
theft increasing
Th efts of motorcycles are on the 
rise in Docklands according to 
local police.

Th e most recent theft occurred sometime 

between 8.30am on May 15 and 4pm on May 

16 after a man left his scooter parked near 

850 Collins St.

According to Sen-Sgt Mick Wilmott, when 

the owner returned on May 16 to retrieve his 

scooter it was missing.

Th e motorcycle theft trend has also been 

observed in East Melbourne and North 

Melbourne and more than 100 motorcycles 

have been stolen in the CBD since the start 

of the year.

Police currently want to speak with two men, 

who have been seen loading motorcycles 

into the back of a white van.

Police say most of the thefts have taken place 

at night and have occurred both from the 

street and from secure parking.

Police have asked residents to keep an 

eye out for people loitering or behaving 

suspiciously in apartment car parks and to 

pay attention to tailgating.

Th ey also ask people to be aware of 

suspicious activity, particularly in relation 

to men driving white vans and to take down 

registration numbers if you notice suspicious 

behaviour.

In addition, owners of motorcycles are asked 

to take care where they park and ensure it’s 

in a well-lit area.

Residents and workers who observe 

suspicious behaviour around motorcycles 

should contact Crimestoppers or call 000.

Drug dogs 
at Southern 
Cross station
A police operation at 
Southern Cross Station last 
month uncovered seven 
people carrying illegal drugs.

Operation Packthread took place on May 

2 and saw police use drug dogs to detect 

commuters carrying illegal substances.

Th e operation coincided with the 

Groovin’ the Moo music festival in 

Bendigo, which saw hundreds of 

commuters travel from Melbourne via 

public transport.

Sen-Sgt Andrew Martin said the operation 

allowed police to track down and 

confi scate illicit substances before they 

made it into the venue.

During the operation the dogs made 38 

detections, resulting in seven confi rmed 

detections and seven individuals were 

subsequently charged with possessing a 

drug of dependence.

“Last year we ran the operation at 

Bendigo Railway Station and detected 

27 people with illicit drugs including 

methylamphetamine, cocaine, cannabis, 

ecstasy and GHB.”

“It is concerning that despite the 

warnings, there are still people who 

choose not only to do the wrong thing 

but also do something that can cause so 

march harm,” Sen-Sgt Martin said.

New fi reboat for MFB
A new $1.4 million fi re-fi ghting boat will help protect Docklands 
waterways.

Presented to the Metropolitan Fire Brigade 

(MFB) last month, Fireboat 2 is a 12-metre 

long, 18.3 tonne, water-jet powered craft.

At full capacity the boat can pump 16,000 

litres of water per minute, which is the 

equivalent of two MFB trucks.

Minister for Emergency Services Jane 

Garret said the vessel would be critical in 

fi ghting fi res on the waterways and shipping 

channels around Melbourne.

It will respond to incidents in Docklands, the 

Port of Melbourne and Port Phillip Bay.

“Th e Fireboat 2 is a major boost to the MFB’s 

marine capabilities and will make our 

waterways safer,” Ms Garrett said.

“Many people are living on our waterways so 

it is critical that emergency services remain 

equipped to respond to complex incidents 

on and around the port.”

Th e boat will undergo an operational 

commissioning phase and is expected to be 

operational from August. Th e boat will be 

moored at Pier 35.

Th e new Fireboat 2 was unveiled last month.

Social Club
is back

Th e Docklands Social Club returns this month with a community 
get together at VaBene on Central Pier on June 17.

Held on the third Wednesday of the month, 

the Social Club is a monthly opportunity for 

Docklanders to get to know each other in an 

informal social setting.

Meeting at 7pm, the fi rst hour will be 

spent mingling at the bar before those 

with an appetite sit down for a meal.  All 

arrangements are between the customer and 

the business, with the only involvement of 

Docklands News being the choosing of the 

venue.

In the past, we have seen up to 30 people 

come out to meet new friends and renew old 

acquaintances. All welcome.

Graphic Design.

Web Development.

Digital Printing.

Signwriting.

We are a design studio that boasts

Dockland's largest range of printing 

and signwriting services.

Waterview Walk highroad.com.au

HIGHROAD
D E S I G N  W E B  P R I N T
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AA Real Estate & Business Brokers 
Suite 88b, 90 Lorimer Street 
Docklands  VIC. 3008

Tel: 03 9645 2988 
Fax: 03 9645 4588
www.aabusinessbrokers.com.au 
sales@aabusinessbrokers.com.au

Proud members of

Specialists in the sale of businesses and franchises across all sectors
We dominate the marketplace in Melbourne and across Victoria    
Committed to excellence in service and customer satisfaction
We guarantee the highest standards in integrity & professionalism
Call us for an obligation free appraisal of your valuable business
We offer sensible and well informed advice on current market conditions

Ahmet Ali  /  m. 0400 650 770 
Managing Director 
Licensed Estate Agent / Business Broker

Waterways 
group 
to make 
decision
Th e Lower Yarra River 
Use Future Directions 
Group is expected to make 
its recommendations on 
the future governance 
and management of the 
waterways this month.

Chairperson of the group Tony Kelly 

said the group would meet for the fi nal 

time in mid-June and would then submit 

its recommendations to Minister for 

Environment, Climate Change and Water 

Lisa Neville.

Th e group, which includes representatives 

from industry and government groups, 

was formed in October last year.

Th e group includes independent 

chairperson Tony Kelly and 

representatives from Parks Victoria, 

City of Melbourne, Yarra River Business 

Association, Melbourne Passenger 

Boating Association, Melbourne 

Convention and Exhibition Centre, the 

Department of Transport, Planning and 

Local Infrastructure and the Department 

of Environment and Primary Industries.

Its aims included identifying ways to 

improve management of strategic and 

operational issues within the current 

governance structure and considering the 

future management of the waterways.

Currently there are at least 15 intersecting 

Acts governing various parts of the Lower 

Yarra and Docklands waterway, resulting 

in bureaucratic paralysis and diffi  culty 

introducing reforms that would activate 

the waterways.

Some 150 guests enjoyed Berth’s “Biggest Morning Tea” and helped to raise over $6000 .

Berth celebrates
fundraising success
NewQuay restaurant Berth raised more than $6000 for the 
Cancer Council last month through its “Biggest Morning Tea”.

After successfully holding a fundraising 

morning tea last year, the restaurant decided 

to up-the-ante this year.

“It was a huge success and the event has 

doubled in size since last year and we hope 

it will keep growing,” restaurant owner John 

Scardamaglia said.

“We were blown away by the amount of 

support and donations that were given from 

our staff , suppliers and local businesses.”

Some 150 people attended the event on 

May 28, which included morning tea, 

entertainment and an auction.

State budget 
action on 
development 
applications
Th e State Government has 
committed $1 million in its 
2015-16 budget towards 
clearing the back-log of 
development applications 
awaiting planning approval.

According to the Government, there 

are currently 26 central-city permit 

applications under assessment within 

the department, which is equivalent to a 

year’s work.

Th ere are also 150 planning scheme 

amendments, which are yet to be 

fi nalised.

“Th e Andrews Labor Government is 

getting on with clearing the backlog of 

planning applications left by the previous 

Liberal Government,” Planning Minister 

Richard Wynne said.

“Certainty in the planning system is good 

for business, good for jobs and good for 

Victoria.”

Th e budget also provides $1 million 

to protect the Yarra River against 

inappropriate development.

According to the budget a dedicated 

trust will be set out to establish planning 

controls to preserve the future of the 

river.

Th e Yarra River Protection Bill will also 

be introduced to establish rules about 

what can and can’t be built near the river.
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Merchant Society Restaurant

Hours:  Lunch 11.30am - 3 pm Mon to Fri
 Dinner 5pm ’til late Thurs, Fri & Sat  
 (takeaway available)

(Melbourne’s finest)

71 Merchant St  
(next to Woolworths)

BOOKINGS 
9078 5844

ASIAN FUSION COMES TO DOCKLANDS
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Profi le by 
Bethany Williams

Celebrating the water
According to Adam Buchholtz, no two days in Docklands are ever the same.

For the past 12 years Adam has worked 

on the water here in Docklands and is 

currently operations co-ordinator of City of 

Melbourne’s waterways unit.

“One day I’ll be pumping out a boat that’s 

sinking and the next I’ll be sitting in a 

planning meeting,” he said. “Th at diversity 

certainly keeps it interesting.”

Adam says his role can involve anything from 

day-to-day operations to place management, 

design, engineering and strategic work.

Having been involved with boating since 

he was child, working in a waterways unit 

is a perfect fi t for Adam and he says there’s 

always plenty happening in Docklands.

One of the more interesting stories Adam 

can recall is a phone call he received from a 

distressed offi  ce worker.

“She was quite concerned because she was 

looking out the window of her offi  ce building 

and she could see a ‘lost’ dolphin in the 

harbour,” Adam said.

“My question after she hung up the phone 

was ‘how did she know it was lost?’  Was the 

Melways upside down?’”

According to Adam, dolphins often visit 

Victoria Harbour and a seal is often known 

to frequent the area. “He’s notoriously hard 

to photograph,” Adam said.

Adam said Docklands was a great area to 

work and he describes himself as a vocal 

supporter of the suburb.

“For anyone who knows me, one of their 

greatest fears is to even mention the word 

Docklands because it prompts a whole lot of 

opinion about the place,” he said.

Adam said criticising Docklands at the 

current stage of development was like 

criticising a painting when the artist was 

halfway through.

“With Docklands, everyone likes to make 

comment at a quarter-built and half-built 

stage and I’m sure going forward there will 

be plenty more comments,” he said.

Moving forward, Adam said he was looking 

forward to seeing the end of construction in 

Docklands and watching the area “come into 

its own”.

“It’s still a young child, it may be an 

adolescent now, but I think it still needs 

propping up,” he said.

Adam says there are many things about 

Docklands worth celebrating.

He said one of his favourite things to do in 

Docklands was to enjoy a meal and a drink 

at local restaurant Cargo, overlooking the 

water.

However, when asked where his favourite 

place in Docklands was, Adam said without 

a doubt it was out on the harbour in a boat.

“In all honesty it has to be on the water, I 

know that’s a cliché,” he said.

And after 12 years of working in the area, 

Adam said he couldn’t picture himself 

anywhere else. 

“My experience of Docklands has been 

hugely positive,” Adam said. “Although I 

don’t live here, I breath it every day.”
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57 Merchant St, Docklands (opposite Victoria Harbour Medical Centre) 

T (03) 9021 9487 - Mon-Fri 8:30-5pm (Tue, Thurs until 6pm) Sat: 8:30-1pm  

www.docklandsdentalstudio.com.au 

Check-ups (exam, scale and clean, X-Ray) 

Children’s dentistry; Tooth whitening; 

Dental implants; Root canal treatment; 

Crown, bridge, veneer; Dentures.

We process claim on the spot for most 

health funds via HICAPS. 

Bulk Billing Child Dental Benefit Schedule.

Dr. Pia Oparkcharoen
DDS, GCertDent (Melbourne), MDS (Adelaide)

Dr. Teck Hong Oh
BDS (Melbourne) (Hons)

NOW OPEN SATURDAYS

Chinese Medicine

Accupunture - Chinese medicine 
Chiropractic - Remedial massage

We specialise in Pain management, Back pain, Hayfever, 
Weight loss, Headaches and Fertility support

Shop 5, 198 Harbour Esplanade
9670 2878

DOCKLANDS FASHION

Fashion of Docklands
on
the streets

Heath Walters, 21

LOCATION: NAB building.

DESCRIBE WHAT YOU’RE 

WEARING: Black-on-black-on-black. 

Some Dangerfi eld, Roger David, Ray 

Bans and Betts boots.

WHAT IS YOU FAVOURITE ITEM 

OF CLOTHING: My onesie.

WHAT BRINGS YOU TO 

DOCKLANDS: Work.

WHAT MAKES A GOOD OUTFIT: 

Don’t wear jeggings!

Rachel, 28

LOCATION: NAB building.

DESCRIBE WHAT YOU’RE 

WEARING: Black top and skirt, 

vintage belt and boots, fringe vest 

and faux fur coat.

WHAT IS YOU FAVOURITE ITEM 

OF CLOTHING: Fur jackets.

WHAT BRINGS YOU TO 

DOCKLANDS: To have lunch.

WHAT MAKES A GOOD OUTFIT: 

Dressing for your mood.

Bez, 28

LOCATION: NAB building.

DESCRIBE WHAT YOU’RE 

WEARING: Sheep fl eece coat, black 

shirt and jeans, RM Williams boots 

and an Akubra hat.

WHAT IS YOU FAVOURITE ITEM 

OF CLOTHING: Hats.

WHAT BRINGS YOU TO 

DOCKLANDS: Meeting my mum for 

lunch.

WHAT MAKES A GOOD OUTFIT: 

Comfort.

Fashion and 
cosmetics collide
By Laura Timberlake
RetroStar Vintage Clothing is one of the 

largest vintage clothing stores in Australia. 

If you love vintage, it is one of the ultimate 

spots to visit in the Melbourne CBD for your 

dose of fashion. 

RetroStar has now collaborated with Deanna 

Amato to add a new element to the store. 

Deanna is a talented make up artist, who has 

been working in the fi eld for several years. 

She has opened a studio called Tempeste 

– Speakeasy Salon in part of the RetroStar 

store, so that customers can have a vintage 

make up experience to match their new 

clothes.

Deanna also works at RetroStar, and she 

admits it is partly her love of vintage clothing 

that led to this new venture. 

 “For a long time I have been an avid vintage 

shopper… Th e opportunity to combine my 

love for vintage styling and provide hair and 

make up services was perfect,” she said. 

Deanna has done numerous advertising 

campaigns, weddings and shoots before 

starting her new studio. I met Deanna when I 

commissioned her to do my wedding party’s 

make up, and the entire party was awestruck 

by her talent. 

She says it’s the customers’ excitement 

over their transformation that is the most 

rewarding moment for her. 

“It motivates me to keep on creating and 

taking on new challenges,” she said.

A good make up artist will make you feel 

good about yourself. A great one has the 

power to make a person question if it’s really 

them in the mirror – and Deanna has that 

ability.

And the Tempeste – Speakeasy Salon is still 

growing. Deanna plans to off er workshops 

and parties, allowing people the chance to 

create their own vintage look.

RetroStar Vintage Clothing can be found at 

the fi rst fl oor of the Nicholas building,  37 

Swanston St, Melbourne. 
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Starts 19th June
Find us at the western end 

of NewQuay Prom

DOCKLANDS

MIA DOKOLAS
Dancer, 25

GEORGINA NOBLE
Student, 17

JASMINE AUSTIN-GRANT
Student, 19

JASON SCOTT
Butcher, 18

PARIS THORPE
Hospitality, 19

DANIEL QUINN
Student, 22

Wealthy without fame, because I don’t have 

intentions to be famous. Th at’s pretty much 

it. I want to be out there and do whatever I 

want and not be in the public eye.

Wealthy without fame because there are too 

many pressures being famous.

Wealthy without fame because I don’t really 

see the importance of being famous.

Wealthy without fame because I don’t 

reckon I could deal with people following me 

around. 

Wealthy without fame because I don’t want 

the whole paparazzi thing, I don’t really 

want to be in the spotlight and I’d rather live 

a modest life.

It’s a hard one but I’d rather be wealthy 

with fame.

Would you rather 
be wealthy without 
fame, or famous 
without wealth?



22    DOCKLANDS NEWS    ISSUE 109

Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no Docklands News

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION SESSION 

Waterfront City Outline Development Plan 

Capital Alliance Investment Group, as the owners of 3–43 Waterfront 
Way and 28–38 Pearl River Road Docklands, propose to lodge a 
masterplan amendment with Places Victoria in an exciting step in  
the regeneration of the Docklands Harbour Town precinct.

Capital Alliance is proud to introduce its vision for both properties and 
they welcome all local residents, business owners and stakeholders to 
view the proposed plans and provide feedback. 

SESSION DETAILS

Thursday 11th June at 442–444 Docklands Drive, Docklands 3008

Informal Viewing 11.00am – 1.00pm

Capital Alliance Q&A 5.00pm – 7.00pm 

If you would like to submit feedback, get more information, or receive 
a fact sheet on the proposed masterplan amendment, please contact 
info@capitalalliance.com.au P: 9646 7996

86 Lorimer St, Docklands
info@concierge86.com.au

www.concierge86.com.au

Your CLEANING experts!
APARTMENTS / OFFICES / CARPETS / WINDOWS

DRY CLEANING / PARCEL PICK UP & DELIVERY

in

IT’S A GOOD REID

REPORTING FROM 
THE DOCKLANDS 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Winter has arrived in 
Docklands with the weather 
turning chilly! 

Th is is a great time to rug up and take a 

walk around Docklands’ waterways, enjoy 

winter warmers at the numerous cafes and 

restaurants, discover our rich maritime 

heritage and even learn about the people 

who lived here before Melbourne was born. 

Melbourne is turning 180 this year! She has 

been a major port city for over 100 years and 

we owe our development to the many people 

and the trade that arrived by sea. Today, with 

the restructure of our ports that used to be 

our back door, Docklands is emerging as a 

vibrant new precinct. In amongst all of this 

there are great stories to tell.

Docklands’ emergence provides a unique 

point of diff erence for Melbourne with our 

vast expanse of water. It is worth telling 

that the ports we see today were excavated 

by hand and steam shovels during the late 

1880s. Th e project was completed in 1892. 

More than 2.3 million cubic metres of earth 

was removed and relocated to fi ll West 

Melbourne Swamp.  

Originally Docklands was part of the Lower 

Yarra Delta and a low lying area of wetland 

that supported an essential ecosystem of 

waterfowl and fi sh. For centuries the area 

had been a hunting ground and meeting 

place for local Aboriginal communities.  

Looking at Docklands today it is hard to 

imagine all that!

Docklands represents a unique opportunity 

to showcase our rich maritime heritage 

alongside the stories of the original peoples 

who roamed these shores. People visiting 

Docklands should be able to learn the history 

of the place and how we became what we are 

today. 

Th ese are great stories and represent the 

building blocks to create a living museum 

home to a heritage fl eet and a place to 

discover the people who lived here before. 

What a unique attraction that would be for 

the world’s most liveable city. 

Th e Docklands Chamber of Commerce 

is working hard to support businesses in 

Docklands. 

Our new executive offi  cer Stefanie Schulz 

has started in her new role, with the fi rst 

order of business supporting the executive 

in reaching an agreement with Destination 

Docklands on an offi  ce share arrangement. 

Th is will help forge stronger collaboration 

between the two organisations. 

Please join me in thanking Alan Maxwell 

for his role as executive offi  cer during the 

interim period whilst we searched for a 

replacement for Nandini Bose. We also 

welcome a new member to our executive, 

Paul Salter.

Th e chamber continues to remain focused 

on a number of initiatives. Th e Fountains 

and Flames project is attracting strong 

interest from both the community and 

the corporate sectors, and we are happy 

to support this new attraction gain the 

momentum it needs to become a major 

attraction to Docklands.

Coming up as part of Docklands – An Aged 

Friendly Program and working with the 

senior community, the chamber will be 

hosting two members in customer service 

training sessions in June.  Th ere will be one 

breakfast and one evening session. Members 

are encouraged to send representatives to 

this. Invitations will be out shortly.

July and August will also see a return of the 

Friday night Fireworks at 7.00pm, courtesy 

of the City of Melbourne.  Make sure you 

and your business are ready to welcome the 

visitors to our waterways during this time.

Th e ever-popular joint chamber/Docklands 

News networking lunch is on again Friday, 

June 12, at the Merchant Society in Merchant 

St. Make sure you book soon, as this 

event sells out, because it is always a great 

opportunity for businesses to mingle and 

build relationships.

Looking further ahead preparations are 

under way for a number of events that 

will bring visitors to Docklands. Th ese 

include supporting the Melbourne Regatta 

and Blessing of the Fleet as we celebrate 

Melbourne Day on the weekend August 

29 and 30.  At the same time the event will 

acknowledge the original people who lived 

here for centuries and ensure that story is 

told. 

Chamber members are also working with 

the City of Melbourne and DHHS Seniors 

Program to bring the Seniors Festival to 

Docklands on the weekend of October 10 

and 11.  We will again have the free ferry 

services running for this festival to bring 

Victoria Harbour alive, with entertainment 

across Docklands. Both of these events 

will proudly showcase our magnifi cent 

waterways. 

Also, Melt Away Chocolate Festival will 

be coming to Docklands in August and 

will bring with it the delights of chocolate, 

chocolate and more chocolate. Watch this 

space for more information on this new 

event to Docklands.  Also the whisper is that 

there will be special guests from a very high 

rating TV show joining in the festivities.

 

DO YOU SUFFER FROM?

Visit Inner Health Osteopathy TODAY to see how WE CAN HELP YOU

Call us NOW 9670 9543 – Shop 9, 6 Waterview Walk, Docklands
BOOK ONLINE - www.innerhealthosteo.com.au

 *For the month of June

20% OFF
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YMCADocklands
Building a Stronger Docklands Community

 Contact Us for a free 5 day guest pass!

www.docklands.ymca.org.au E

YMCA Docklands Victoria Point 

Level 4, 100 Harbour Esplanade, Docklands

YMCA Docklands on Collins

The ANZ Centre, 833 Collins St, Docklands

T : 8621 8300 

T : 8615 9622 

: docklands@ymca.org.au

B

wYou’re always welcome at YMCA Docklands

5 DAY GUEST PASS

COUNCILLOR PROFILE 
By Shane Scanlan

Behind every great lord mayor, there’s …
By Shane Scanlan

Susan Riley’s remarkable 
career as deputy lord mayor is 
a by-product of being driven to 
succeed.

Cr Riley says she never asked for the role but 

successive lord mayors John So and Robert 

Doyle have both enlisted her services.

She says she never imagined herself in the 

role nor aspired towards it.  Th ese qualities 

make her an ideal lieutenant.  Loyal, trusted, 

down to earth and capable, she manages the 

internal relationships which allows the Lord 

Mayor to shine.

“I’ve never considered myself to be 

ambitious, but I’m defi nitely a driven 

woman,” she said.

Cr Riley is the eldest of fi ve children, born 

into an inner city working class family.  

Leaving school at 15, she had already had 

a grounding in small-business accounting 

through working in a family cake shop.

It wasn’t long before she had learned 

everything there was no know about 

publishing via myriad roles at Syme 

Community Newspapers in the 1980s.  It 

wasn’t too much longer before she started 

publishing for herself, starting her own 

commuter magazine as well as successful 

mastheads in St Kilda Rd and the CBD.

Th e business had taken a hit around the 

time that lord mayoral hopeful John So 

approached her to run as his deputy in 2001.

“At the time I didn’t think it possible that 

Melbourne would elect a Chinese lord mayor 

and an unknown publisher,” Cr Riley said.  

When John So fi rst approached her, Cr 

Riley saw an opportunity to sell magazine 

advertising to him.

“He said, you can have as much advertising 

as you want, but that’s not why you are here,” 

she recalled. “He said do you want to think 

about it?  I was walking back to the car park 

and I thought ‘what an opportunity’.  I didn’t 

even ring my husband.  I rang him back and 

said John if you think that you and I can do 

this, then I will say yes.”

She freely admits that she had no idea about 

council when she was fi rst elected and had 

to learn “on the job”. 

“Th ere was no job description for a deputy 

lord mayor we literally made it up as we went 

along,” she said.

Cr Riley said her business suff ered though, 

and she decided not to contest a second term.

Four years later, she was approached again 

to run as deputy – this time by Robert Doyle, 

whom she had never met.

“It was the 11th hour when Robert rang up 

one day and said ‘I’m looking for a deputy, 

are you interested?’ So I said: ‘can we meet? 

I know who you are, but can we meet?’,” she 

said.

“So we met and at the end of the discussion 

he said ‘I think we’ll be fi ne’. 

He said ‘who do you barrack for in the 

football’ and I said Geelong.  He said ‘high 

fi ve, we’ll be fi ne’. So, we’re both Geelong 

people and that was the start of the 

relationship,” she said.

Melbourne has now had four terms of 

popularly-elected lord mayor and deputy 

and Cr Riley has been in offi  ce for three of 

them. Drawing on the lessons she learned 

during her fi rst stint, she says she was able to 

help Robert Doyle make the transition from 

state politics to local government.

“In local government there’s no power as 

such.  Th ere are 11 councillors and that power 

has to come as a united force,” she said.

She says one of her major roles as deputy 

lord mayor has been to make sure the 

councillors stay together.  She rings them all 

every week to sound them out on issues and 

policies and then reports to the Lord Mayor.

“Th ese are their thoughts.  We need to go 

around them or we need to go with them,” 

she said.

Cr Riley says she complements the lord 

mayor because she reads everything, meets 

everyone and is across the issues and 

potential issues.

“I could never, ever do what he does as the 

lord mayor.  I think he has been a remarkable 

lord mayor.  But he could never do what I do 

either,” she said.

“Th at’s why we work so well as a team.  I can 

alert him to an issue that is growing and he 

can advise me on how to handle it.  Th e trust 

that comes with that is something that you 

have to build and earn, remembering that six 

years ago we were total strangers.”

Cr Riley says the current council is the 

best she’s been associated with.  She says 

its diversity and balance is the envy of 

surrounding municipalities.

“I think the way were work as a team is 

incredible.  I know we’re admired by other 

councils around us because they have a lot 

of in-house fi ghting, but we just don’t have 

it.  And I put it down to the fact that my door 

is always open and the councillors come 

in.  I’m a good listener and you do need to 

listen,” she said.

Her passions are small business and 

involving women in what happens at the 

town hall.

“My thought were how do I bring women 

into council.  How do I bring the business 

women into this building and make them 

feel welcome?”

Since then, she says she has built a women’s 

business network of 500 and has helped 

build Melbourne Spring Fashion, the Lord 

Mayor’s Commendation Awards and the 

Melbourne Awards.  

“Th e things that were really small acorns 

back in that fi rst term have become a really 

big part of what council can off er.  It’s nice to 

make a small diff erence,” she said.

“Th ere is a job satisfaction here that I have 

had with publishing but you get to a level 

and think what more could I achieve? Being 

in council has given me that extra goal.”

“I can’t get out of bed in the morning without 

writing myself a mental list about what I 

want to achieve in the day.”

In next month's 

Councillor Profi le 

we look at:  

Cr Robert Doyle
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Greeting everybody

Trust you are well. A couple of signifi cant 

things have recently occurred as reported 

below.

New Quay tower approved by council a 

disgrace

Th e May Docklands News reported council’s 

unanimous approval for MAB developers 

to build a 17-storey residential tower on the 

existing piazza in Waterfront City, which 

will destroy the iconic open event area. Th e 

article did not refer to that or to substantial 

residents’ objection and other background. 

It was the fi rst we knew of council’s 

consideration and approval, given quietly at 

its April 21 meeting. 

Th ere are a number of important criticisms.

Th ere was no consultation with the 

Docklands community. Council’s 

unanimous approval is a disgrace. Some 

councillors have notifi ed a confl ict of interest 

when it comes to development proposals; 

apparently one declared a confl ict of interest 

in this case.

Importantly, the building should be 

constructed at the rear of the area fronting 

Docklands Drive and leave the piazza alone.  

Instead, as a puny off set they propose to 

put a small “park” at the rear (approx. 45m 

by 45m) which will lack an open view of the 

water; also the “park” will have a roadway 

on the side to provide access to and from the 

building at the front.

We voiced this to Places Victoria and Council 

previously, as well as the Minister who 

expressed concern, but nobody in authority 

has been prepared to go against what the 

developer wants. As I’ve said previously, 

developers rule.

Due to the proposal to put the building on 

the piazza we have already lost major events 

held on it including the annual Japanese 

cultural festival, attended by up to 10,000, 

as well as concerts, shows and markets. It is 

also used by families for relaxing.

A public meeting attended by over 100 

people was held on the Piazza on October 

6, 2011 protesting against the proposed 

building. It was reported at the time. It is 

the only public protest meeting ever held in 

Docklands. Th is was not mentioned at the 

council meeting. Th e agenda documents for 

the council meeting made no reference to 

this background.

Ironically, council could have applied for an 

amendment to the Master Plan for the area 

but apparently offi  cers talked them out of it 

in a closed meeting beforehand saying it was 

unlikely to succeed. Th is was not mentioned 

at the public council meeting. Th e only 

aspect queried by a councillor was parking.

Any development over 25,000 sqm requires 

ministerial approval, Anything below that 

can be approved by the council. Apparently 

the developer marginally reduced the size to 

enable approval by council.

I sent an email to all councillors criticising 

the quiet approval and providing the 

background. Robert Doyle responded he 

is investigating. Only one other councillor 

responded, saying he had visited the site. 

Th is lack of response from others is par for 

the course.

From what I’ve seen, there is a distinct lack 

of energetic debate at council meetings. 

Th at’s totally diff erent to what I was used to 

as a mayor and councillor of a large metro 

council where heated debate was regular 

and divisions were called for to record who 

voted for what. Th is is partly explained by 

MCC having no ward system that requires 

each councillor to be responsible for his/her 

area and no councillor lives in Docklands.

Th e process and the decision again shows 

that, when it comes to development in 

Docklands, council has no regard to 

community amenity.

Cage fi ghting proposal for Etihad

We passed on the result of the resident 

online survey, with 75 per cent of 124 

responses voting against, to Etihad 

management, with copies to the Premier 

and the police commissioner. Th e police are 

already against it.

Th e Etihad CEO was not happy. So be it, 

as we are trying to protect the welfare and 

image of the densely-populated residential 

area. Th is is the fi rst time we have objected to 

any proposed event over the years at Etihad. 

Th ey have plenty of events without the need 

for that.

Short stay/ serviced apartments – State 

Government Panel of Enquiry

Th e panel of which I was a member has 

fi nished its sittings and recommendations 

are to be put to the Minister. I was the only 

representative of aff ected residents, with 

some support from one other member. 

Th e area covered by the enquiry was inner 

Melbourne including Docklands. 

I was outnumbered by industry and tourism 

representatives. Council abstained on the 

basis that they do not have the resources 

to handle registration and enforcement of 

any requirements. I have put in separate 

recommendations which will go to the 

Minister.

Th at is all I have space for this month.

If any reader would like to become a 

member of the DCA or has any suggestions 

they wish to put forward regarding activities 

or issues, they are welcome to contact us on 

docklandscommunityassociation@gmail.

com. We’re also on Facebook. 

If you would like to contact me about any 

aspect or becoming a committee member, 

you are welcome to email as above.

Regards to all

Roger Gardner 

President DCA

Time is important
Owners’ Corporations (OCs) need to observe time limitation periods for bringing a building defect claim.

An OC owes a strict duty to repair and 

maintain its common property, and this 

duty can be enforced by any member of the 

relevant OC. 

Th e duty to do so arises whether or not the 

damage to the common property is brought 

about from fair wear and tear, defect, storm 

event or from any other cause. 

If an OC suspects that there is damage 

to common property (or accelerated 

deterioration) from either:

  Defective workmanship or building 

practice; or

  Defective design by the builder / 

developer/ architect

Th en the OC should immediately engage 

an expert engineer to inspect the common 

property and commission an expert report 

on the exact cause of the defect and an 

explanation as to how it should be fi xed. 

It is well known that an OC has only 10 years 

from the date of the occupancy certifi cate 

to bring a claim for defects of the common 

property. 

What is not as well known is that the time 

limitation period is reduced to six years 

in circumstances where the OC becomes 

aware of the existence of the defect (or is 

“reasonably” taken to be on notice of the 

existence of the defect). 

If the OC has missed the time period in 

which to fi le a claim, then it will have no 

choice but to fund any repairs itself by 

raising special levies. 

It is not compulsory for a builder to have 

insurance to cover his workmanship faults if 

the building was constructed after 2003 and 

if the building is in excess of three storeys. 

Care should also be taken to fi nd out 

whether the builder’s company is still in 

business. If it has been de-registered, then 

there will be no utility in bringing a claim.  

An OC should also investigate whether the 

builder sub-contracted to an alternative 

company to complete a particular part of the 

building, as this will have a bearing on who 

the OC can chase for rectifi cation.

Earlier this year, the Supreme Court further 

confi rmed a long-held view that an OC 

may sue a developer for defects under the 

Domestic Building Contracts Act, although 

only in circumstances where the particular 

contract between the developer and builder 

makes explicit reference to the nature of the 

building work to be performed. 

Th is is a complex area of the law and great 

care should be taken in engaging any expert 

or in taking any steps to bring a claim. 

However, it is recommended that an OC 

ought to be commissioning building-wide 

reports from around the fi ve-year mark 

after completion with a view to bringing 

a claim for any defects against all relevant 

wrongdoers. 

It is very rare that a builder’s company 

would still be registered 10 years after the 

project is completed, limiting the window of 

opportunity for an OC to seek redress. 
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Keeping sweet in Docklands 
is a French thing to do
I’m going to say something I shouldn’t say: getting away from my desk is one of the best things about 
working. Let’s hope my boss doesn’t read this!

Getting out and about in the Docklands on 

my lunch break, and occasionally before and 

after work, keeps me motivated and helps 

put things into perspective. And I’m learning 

that there really is more to life than getting 

wound up over other people’s food getting 

mouldy in the staff  fridge.

Luckily, Docklands is massive – and growing 

– and I’m still discovering cool little places 

all the time.

One such cool little place was recently 

introduced to me by a colleague. While I 

can’t tell you the name of this place (as I’m 

sure it will mean the “end” of this place 

staying cool), I can tell you that it’s a French 

patisserie down by the sheds at Victoria 

Harbour (surely that’s a big enough clue?).

Th e last time I was there, just before Anzac 

Day, I popped in with my work mate, Tam. 

We both squealed with delight when we 

spotted a never-seen-before “Aussie/French 

ensemble” – chocolate mousse sandwiched 

between two homemade Anzac biscuits. 

Ooh la la!

Our hearts melted and our tongues salivated 

and we parted with a few gold coins for what 

I now see as a true privilege. As we chatted 

along the promenade on the way back to 

work, Tam devoured the said privilege before 

I could say “c’est la vie” (that’s the only 

French expression I know).

I honestly didn’t see her take one bite – all I 

saw was an empty brown paper bag. When 

I got back to my desk and devoured my 

biscuit equally as quickly, my judgement 

towards Tam’s fast-eating etiquette instantly 

dissipated.

Best. Sweet thing. Ever.

We talked about how good the biscuit tasted, 

how well the soft and hard textures worked 

together, how it quite possibly changed our 

lives, and … well then we realised we had 

deadlines and work to do.

Th e following week, Tam and I went back 

to the patisserie. We (or at least I) felt like 

relapsing junkies, craving another biscuit hit 

no matter what the cost.

“No more Anzac biscuits until next year,” we 

were told. Our hearts almost stopped and 

our tongues dried up.

Biggest. Disappointment. Ever.

As we walked back to the offi  ce, we talked 

about what would have, could have, should 

have been. But then we both realised that 

there would be other delicious things to eat 

next time, like crème brulee, custard tart, 

chocolate éclair, opera cake, macaron …

Tam and I are heading back to the patisserie 

next week. Th is time, though, we’re going to 

focus on the lovely views of Victoria Harbour, 

the fi ne bone China and the authentic 

staff . And maybe, just maybe, we’ll have 

something sweet to eat (who are we kidding 

– of course we’ll have something sweet to 

eat!).

Vive le Docklands!

with Mike Cairnduff 

Illustration by Tam Shardlow.
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Th e amazing, but complex, foot

We put socks and shoes on them most days 

and, for sure, we know our size. 

Feet to most of us are pretty much where our 

legs end and where the shoe goes.

We spend a lot of time considering what goes 

on our feet from a functional and fashion 

perspective, but with little consideration for 

the foot itself. Th e only time we stop, think 

and appreciate our feet is when something 

goes wrong, and when it does – “Ouch!” and 

“Help!”

Th e foot is an amazing and complex 

structure, so much so that they require their 

own functional specialist, the podiatrist. 

Here are some foot facts so you get an idea 

why. 

Th e foot is made up of 26 bones, 33 joints 

and hundreds of muscles, tendons and 

ligaments. Every one of them has an 

important role to play in your posture, ability 

to move freely and stand. 

Use and overuse with poorly fi tted footwear 

can lead to problems with the feet and 

ankles. Th ese alignment issues, especially 

wearing high heels, will impact your normal 

weight balance. Th ese alignment problems 

can then be referred to the hips and spine. 

High-impact sports can also lead to fracture 

and stress fracture of the bones in the 

feet, which can be incredibly painful and 

isolating.

If you suff er from foot pain, consult your 

podiatrist for assessment of your gait.

By Andrew Ward 

YMCA Docklands manager

Strong joints

Like your feet, the only time you care or 

sit down to learn more about your joints is 

when something goes wrong. In between 

now and then, we take joints for granted. 

“You have amazing knees” or “your elbows 

look amazing in that dress”, said no one – 

ever. But tweak your knee playing netball, 

or roll your ankle on a pothole jogging and, 

all of a sudden, your joints are the highest 

priority. 

And for your eff orts, there is a dual sentence: 

1) a healing time penalty; and 

2) a pain penalty. 

Th at’s not to mention now diverting your 

discretional income towards rehabilitative 

costs. 

So how do you strengthen your joints? In 

general, you need to tackle this from two 

angles. 

Firstly you need proper nutrition. To ensure 

your joints are not weakened by defi ciency, 

you must consume your recommended 

daily calcium intake, and ensure suffi  cient 

Vitamin D for calcium absorption.

Secondly, you must train with weights or 

with resistance. Weight bearing exercises 

strengthen bones and joints. Th ey also 

develop the muscles and tendons around 

joints that provide the stability and strength 

of the joint structure. 

Poor muscle conditioning leads to reduced 

co-ordination and stability. Th is, in turn, can 

bring on a slip and fall and subsequent bone 

and joint damage, which we defi nitely don’t 

want. Remember that aging works against 

us, and you should tackle aging with regular 

exercise and proper nutrition.

Farewell YCMA at 
Victoria Point

After 10 years of operating a gymnasium 

and pool at the Victoria Point apartment 

complex, we closed the doors on this 

wonderful chapter in Docklands on May 31. 

Over that time and in that centre alone, we 

serviced well over than 1 million workouts 

to Docklanders and residents of the Victoria 

Point building. 

We would like to take this opportunity 

to thank our partners in setting up this 

space: Victoria Point Joint Ventures our 

landlord, Places Victoria and the City of 

Melbourne. We would also like to thank our 

key corporate partners Bendigo Bank, NAB, 

Etihad, AFL, Lion, Channel 7, Myer, ANZ and 

Docklands News for their support over the 

years.

We will continue to off er health and wellness 

services in the Docklands out of our centre 

within the ANZ headquarters. Facilities 

and programs in the location have been 

increased from June 1 accordingly. 

An important note is that, while the YMCA 

has left the gymnasium as a tenant, both 

Pinnacle Health Group and Gate 10 Café will 

continue trading from the space. 

And thank you to all of our members – we 

look forward to continuing our relationship 

from the Collins St location in the future.

 Talk to the web experts about an  

 inexpensive responsive  

 website renovation

IF YOUR CUSTOMERS  
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108 / 198 HARBOUR ESPLANADE DOCKLANDS 
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I hope to be back
Th e Docklands is not merely an address. Th e Docklands is a way of life.

I have recently spent two most memorable 

months with my family living in Docklands, 

since the beginning of April, in one of the 

fi ve high-rise buildings, at Lorimer St.  

Th e exact address may help postmen to 

deliver mail and packages, but to live in 

Docklands is much more than that. It is a 

lifestyle that is rather diff erent from other 

parts of Melbourne.

I came to this conclusion by simply 

observing day-to-day behaviour and 

activities of my family. 

As soon as they stepped into their new 

home, all of them quickly accepted the fact 

that their everyday lives won’t be within 

the walls of their new apartment or on the 

balcony, but within the entire neighborhood 

where they can fulfi ll their diff erent needs 

and interests. 

Two adults with tight working schedules, 

a teenage girl and a fi rst grade school kid, 

every day (on their own or together) they are 

exploring and discovering new pleasures 

– from delicious cuisines in the nearby 

restaurants, cafes and shops to beautiful 

walkways, recreational facilities 

and entertainment.

I am now enjoying my retirement days but I 

have worked as a journalist and been editor-

in-chief of several newspapers in Serbia. 

I have certain regrets that my home city 

Belgrade abandoned the great idea, it 

presented few years ago at a well-known 

investment fair in Cannes, France. 

Th e city’s vision was to turn over the current 

Port of Belgrade, on the Danube River, to 

a contemporary residential, commercial, 

cultural, entertainment settlement, while 

preserving the docks and hangars – just as it 

has happened here in Docklands. 

Well-known and eminent architect, Mr 

Daniel Libeskind, put this vision into 

drawings and a project waited to be carried 

out.

However, with new elections and 

appointment of new government offi  cials 

in the Serbian Parliament and in the City of 

Belgrade Assembly, this project has been 

replaced with another one – “Th e Belgrade 

Waterfront”, a vast development planned to 

be on the Sava River instead. 

Just to clarify, Belgrade lies on the two big 

rivers, but barely uses 10 per cent of its 

potential and what those beautiful rivers can 

actually pr ovide.

Th at is one of the main reasons why I am 

so impressed by Docklands and the story 

behind it – A successfully accomplished 

vision of connecting and uniting a city’s 

facilities with its natural resources. 

I hope to be back soon, as there is a lot more 

to be seen in the Docklands.

Ivan Mrdjen

Ivan with his granddaughter Ana.

What 
   Women 
  Want

With

Abby

Crawford

Somewhere, over the rainbow …
We all have clouds that surround or follow us for short intense periods or, even worse, long drawn-out timeframes and I think we’ve 
all imagined a land far away that would free us from our pain and allow us to live in a place where dreams really do come true. 

When our realities aren’t quite the way we 

want them, or are dramatically far away from 

how we ever imagined them, we can ache 

for an imaginary place where everything is 

better – where we can paint the picture that 

we want; Where we can control the outcome; 

Where everything is perfect.

I have had a cloud around me, not a storm, 

but a fog of discontent for the last month. It’s 

been generated by energy driven from fear, a 

fear that what I want isn’t going to happen. 

It’s been hard to shake, diffi  cult to remain 

positive, and damn near impossible to 

move on. It’s hard to exist in the usual 

space I occupy, one of determined busy-

ness, passion for opportunity, love for 

the unknown, excitement for the idea of 

possibility. 

I’m thinking too much, and it’s holding me 

in a space lacking clarity. It undermines my 

confi dence and makes me question the very 

thing I would never have questioned before 

– myself.

And that’s the risk with over-thinking a 

situation. I’ve done a little bit of reading on 

this and it actually is more harmful than 

we might think. You see, when you start to 

truly “overthink” something, it creates this 

situation called analysis paralysis – you just 

can’t seem to get through it to the other 

side. Generally what happens is that the 

negative thoughts keep circling in our minds 

(questioning and pulling apart anything 

positive) and it ends up actually 

sustaining our sadness and negative fears 

– interfering with our initiative and problem-

solving skills. 

So what to do? How do we “fi x” the problem 

we’re thinking about? 

Well that’s the trap. You see you can’t go 

away and think for a week on how to fi x the 

problem, as the reality is the problem is 

actually the habit to overthink! And, like all 

habits, you have to consciously act to break it. 

Give yourself a time limit, say 15 minutes 

to “overthink” the issue you’re facing, write 

down everything you feel, you fear, you hope 

and don’t worry if it makes sense or not – just 

put it all down. 

Th e next thing to do is to take ACTION. 

Decide on the next step. Th is avoids you 

being stuck in a period of inactivity and 

negativity. Take a step, even if it is just tiny, 

and you’ll feel better for “doing”. 

But what step to take? OK, good question. 

Th ink of the big picture. Remove yourself 

from the immediate and think of the big 

picture of what you want to achieve. Bite 

the bullet and step – break the cycle of just 

“thinking”.

Th e most important thing to remember is 

you are not perfect, nor should you have to 

be. So striving for perfection is a recipe for 

disaster and the sooner you move past those 

perfectionist tendencies the quicker you’ll 

move past the issue that’s occupying all your 

thoughts.  

It’s also a good idea to overcome some of 

that fear. Ask yourself quite simply what the 

worst thing could be. And make peace with 

it. It is amazingly freeing.

So I am now realising that I have been trying 

to be the perfect person acting in the perfect 

way to make a dream come true. And, as that 

situation stretches on, I have instead started 

to doubt my own abilities. I have started 

to fear failure and I am overthinking to the 

point it is aff ecting the joy of everything else 

that is wonderful in my life. 

But now I have a plan – one that focuses on 

action and not overthinking. I will keep my 

focus on the big picture and take the steps 

to get to where I am meant to be. I will not 

doubt myself or my worthiness to have that 

which I wish for.

What a woman wants is to wish upon a star 

and wake up where the clouds are far behind 

her. But what a woman needs is to realise she 

doesn’t need to be perfect, she just needs to 

be herself. And all else will fall into place.

Until next month

Abby x

PS please keep writing, I truly feel blessed to 

receive your letters each month.

You can get me at 

life@docklandsnews.com.au
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TAKE THE HIGHROAD TO SUCCESS
Th e team at Highroad aim to 
do design a little bit diff erently.

“What sets us apart is that we’re designers 

who print,” Highroad creative director Henry 

Ngo said.

Located in Docklands at the base of the 

Watergate building, the Highroad studio 

off ers graphic design, web development, 

printing and sign writing. 

With a design studio and printing lab, all 

work can be done in-house, which allows the 

Highroad team to follow each project from 

start to fi nish.

“We aim to do something diff erent in that we 

want to be involved in the whole process,” 

Mr Ngo said.

“We off er clients a consultative approach. We 

consult our clients and are involved in the 

whole design and printing process. We off er 

a real assessment of what we think is the best 

approach.”

Highroad has been operating as a design 

studio for a number of years and the printing 

lab was added when the business moved to 

Docklands in January. 

According to Highroad business co-

ordinator Darcy Sudholz, one of the benefi ts 

of opening a design studio in Docklands was 

the existing creative community.

“We’ve found there’s a real creative 

community here, which we didn’t realise 

before the move,” he said.

“We’re enjoying making connections and 

there’s a lot of potential for growth in the area 

too, given it’s only 50 per cent developed.”

According to Mr Ngo, the move to Docklands 

has opened up Highroad to a whole new raft 

of clients.

“What we’ve found to be great about this 

community is that there’s a very tight cluster 

of businesses of all sizes.”

In addition, the close proximity of a range 

of Docklands businesses has made it easy 

to forge connections and add the personal 

touch of delivering orders by hand.

“It’s very much a personal connection, we’re 

willing to put in the hours to ensure jobs are 

delivered on time. It’s a really personal touch 

we hope to off er,” Mr Sudholz said.

You can fi nd Highroad at 7 Waterview Walk 

at the base of the Watergate building. 

For more information or to get in touch 

with the Highroad team visit 

www.highroad.com.au
Darcy Sudholz and Henry Ngo at the Highroad design and printing studio in Docklands.

What to do Where to stay Where to 
Eat /Drink
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Looking for 
something?
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LOTS OF SUPPORT FOR NEW FOOD EXPERIENCE
One of Docklands’ newest 
restaurants is already 
developing a reputation 
for great food and a great 
atmosphere.

Merchant Society opened in Merchant St at 

the end of last year and has quickly gained a 

collection of loyal customers.

“Lunch is very busy with local workers and 

we always have plenty of local residents 

coming in for dinner,” owner and operator 

Charles Ng said. “We’ve had a lot of support.”

Mr Ng is no stranger to the restaurant game, 

having operated restaurants in Surrey Hills, 

Mentone, Hawthorn, Patterson Lakes and in 

Perth.

His newest venture is an Asian fusion 

restaurant, off ering Malaysian and Th ai 

cuisines.

Fully-licensed and off ering eat-in and take-

away, Merchant Society has a range of fresh 

and delicious meals to please any customer, 

according to Mr Ng.

“All of our meals are cooked fresh after each 

order, nothing is pre-cooked,” Mr Ng said. 

“We off er freshly cooked cuisine and service 

with a smile.”

“I think that is the reason we have had 

success so far – because of the delicious food 

and excellent service,” he said.

Th e restaurant is also pet-friendly, with Mr 

Ng encouraging locals to bring their furry 

friends with them to dine in the al fresco 

area.

“We are very pet-friendly, we welcome 

residents to bring pets with them to enjoy 

a meal outside. I’ve got four big heaters out 

there and we have bowls of water for the 

dogs, so you’ll be very comfortable,” Mr Ng 

said.

Apart from delicious dine-in options, 

Merchant Society also off ers takeaway and 

last month introduced freshly-prepared 

takeaway salads for lunch.

“Salads are made and packed daily and are 

ready to pick up and take with you for lunch,” 

Mr Ng said.

According to Mr Ng, the Merchant St area is 

quickly developing into one of Docklands’ 

hot-spots.

“It’s defi nitely an up-and-coming area,” 

Mr Ng said. “Th is restaurant is a long-term 

commitment for me and I’m looking forward 

to watching the area develop.”

Merchant Society is located at 71 Merchant 

St in Victoria Harbour. You can contact the 

restaurant on 9078 5844. Charles Ng says Merchant Society already has a collection of  loyal customers.

MEET YOUR LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT
Th e team at Docklands 
Travel considers itself to be 
Docklands’ local travel agents.

Having worked in the travel industry for 

35 years, Beulah Phillips last year joined 

Docklands Travel at Yarra’s Edge.

A Docklands resident herself, Ms Phillips 

says building relationships with clients was 

Docklands Travel’s number one priority.

“I think the key to my business is the 

personalised service that we do off er,” Ms 

Phillips said. 

“When I work with a client I follow it from 

beginning to end. I have clients who have 

been booking travel with me for more than 

20 years.”

Off ering a full range of services to assist with 

any travel plans, Ms Phillips says Docklands 

Travel aims to make every travel experience 

the best it can be.

Th e company also specialises in travel to 

South Africa, with Ms Phillips having worked 

in the country for 10 years at the beginning 

of her travel industry career.

Docklands Travel is also moving into the 

fi eld of medical, cosmetic and wellness 

tourism and Ms Phillips recently travelled to 

India and Th ailand on a research trip.

“Everyone wants to look after their health Local travel agent Beulah Phillips wants to help you plan an amazing travel experience.

and appearance so this kind of travel is 

becoming more popular,” she said.

Docklands Travel facilitates international 

procedures by ensuring the correct medical 

provider is selected to suit the client’s needs, 

organising fl ights and accommodation and 

providing on-the-ground contacts to assist 

clients before and after procedures. 

Docklands Travel can also provide 

information about health and wellness 

retreats.

“I’ve done all the research and now we are 

just putting this next phase of the business 

into practise,” Ms Phillips said.

Alongside her work at Docklands Travel, Ms 

Phillips is also the brain behind a Customer 

Relations Management (CRM) tool that is 

used widely across the travel industry.

Th e software, known as Zuma Technologies, 

provides businesses with a process 

management system, a database 

management system and web management 

system.

“Initially it was developed as a tool for the 

travel industry but it can be adapted for any 

business,” Ms Phillips said.

Ms Phillips said the system would suit many 

of the small and medium businesses across 

Docklands.

You can contact Ms Phillips and the 

Team about Docklands Travel or Zuma 

Technologies by calling 9646 2056.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORYBUSINESS DIRECTORY
01

LIBRARY AT THE DOCK

MELBOURNE SUNRISE 
PROBUS CLUB
Probus Clubs for men and women over 
50. Meet new friends, share interests and 
enjoy activities. Contact membership offi cer 
Sue at weddsuzanne@gmail.com

SUNDAY, JUNE 21: 8.15 - 11.30 AM
SHED 2, NORTH WHARF RD

MEN’S HEALTH WEEK 
DRAGON BOATING
Join the Melbourne Flames for a paddle 
around Docklands followed by a BBQ break-
fast. WWW.MELBOURNEFLAMES.COM.AU

2ND AND 4TH MONDAY OF THE MONTH 
AT 6.30 PM
 700 BOURKE ST - ROOM 3.101

DOCKLANDS 
TOASTMASTERS

Boost your public speaking and 
leadership skills.

WEDNESDAYS AT 5.30PM AND 
SATURDAYS AT 8.30AM
SHED 2, NORTH WHARF RD

DRAGON MASTERS  
DRAGON BOATING
Dragon Masters has something for 
everyone. Contact Jeff Saunders on 0417 
219 888 or Jeff.saunders@digisurf.com.au

WWW.DRAGONMASTERS.COM.AU

SUNDAY WORSHIP
City Lights Methodist Church at
St Peter the Mariner’s Chapel. 
Mission to Seafarers, 717 Flinders St.

11am English service
5pm Chinese service 中文

EVERY SUNDAY FROM 10AM UNTIL 5PM
NEWQUAY PROMENADE

DOCKLANDS 
SUNDAY MARKET 
A variety market featuring arts and crafts, 
books and more. More info, ring

0412 910 496

TUESDAYS 12.30PM - 1.30PM
“THE VILLAGE” GROUND FLOOR 
700 BOURKE ST

DOCKLANDS ROTARY
All welcome. 
Contact president Richard Clark on

0418 855 112

EVERY FRIDAY AND SUNDAY
THE JAMES HOTEL

LIVE MUSIC
Live music at The James Hotel every Friday 
and Sunday night - free entry.
Every Friday (starting June 19): Shameless
Every Sunday: Stand and Deliver 80s tribute 
band, from 7.30pm

 

TUESDAY 7.30PM - 9.30 PM
WEDNESDAY -  FRIDAY 12PM - 2PM 

LIBRARY AT THE DOCK

TABLE TENNIS
Join in a free and social game of table 
tennis at the library. 
Bookings are essential. 

MONDAYS 11AM
THE HUB, 80 HARBOUR ESPLANADE

CHILD-FRIENDLY YOGA CLASS

Come transform your mind and body while 
your children play. $7 per class (45 mins). 
Limited spots, bookings necessary. Contact 
Prachi Nirvana Yoga  on 0422 577 268.

JUNE 9  6PM - 7.30PM
LIBRARY AT THE DOCK

PANEL DISCUSSION
Responding to Josiah Barnes WWI image 
collection, join us for a panel discussion 
about the place of the image in the 20th 
century. 

WEDNESDAYS 6.30PM TO 7.30PM

THE LIBRARY AT THE DOCK

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Docklands Daily Refl ections group meets in 
meeting rooms two and three on level two.

VISIT AATIMES.ORG.AU FOR MORE 
INFORMATION.

OPEN BY APPOINTMENT
428 DOCKLANDS DRIVE

MARITIME 
PORTHOLE GALLERY 
Showcasing the work of artist 
Robert Lee Davis.

0429 091 686

LIBRARY AT THE DOCK 
- WEEKLY PROGRAMS

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME

Fridays at 10.30am
Come and share the wonder of books with us. 
Enjoy 40-50 minutes of fun stories, songs, rhymes 
and activities with your three to fi ve year olds.

STOMPERS

Mondays at 10.30am
Encourage your child to have a life-long love of 
books by coming along to Stompers, Melbourne 
Library Services weekly program for toddlers 
aged 18 months to three years.

SONGBIRDS

Wednesdays at 10.30am
Come along for songs, rhymes and stories to 
engage your budding book worm’s mind and in-
troduce them to the fun and rhythm of language. 
Suitable for babies and toddlers aged up to 18 
months old.  

CREATIVE KIDS AFTER SCHOOL CLUB

Wednesdays 4.30pm to 5.30 pm.
Ever wanted to 3D print your own superhero 
fi gurine? At the Creative Kids After School 
Club you can. Come hang out and create in our 
maker’s space. Projects will include jewellery 
making, game design, paper crafts, comics 
and more.

BABY BYTES

Last Thursday of the month 10.30am to 
11.15am. Ground fl oor activity room.
Come and join our monthly iPad program for 
18 month to three year olds. Learn fun, educa-
tional ways to use technology with children. 
We will be exploring different games and 
apps every session in a small group. 
If possible please bring your own iPad.

J A N  |  F E B  |  M A R  |  A P R  |  M A Y  |  J U N  |  J U L  |  A U G  |  S E P  |  O C T  |  N O V  |  D E C J U N  

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

WHAT’S ON

FOURTH THURSDAY OF THE MONTH
6PM - 7PM
LIBRARY AT THE DOCK

DOCKLANDS HISTORY GROUP
Share a cuppa and stories with other local 
history enthusiasts and learn about people, 
places and industries from times gone by.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
ACCOMMODATION

Check Availability and Book Directly Online
www.docklandsexecutiveapartments.com.au

BUSINESS BROKERS

AA
Specialist Franchise and Business Brokers

Suite 88B/90 Lorimer Street
Docklands, VIC 3008
T: (03) 9645 2988
E: sales@aabusinessbrokers.com.au

www.aabusinessbrokers.com.au

CLEANING
Your cleaning  

experts!
APARTMENTS / OFFICES  

CARPETS / WINDOWS

P: 9646 7996  
86 Lorimer St, Docklands  
www.concierge86.com.au 

DRY CLEANING / PARCEL PICK UP & DELIVERY

COMPUTERS

DENTAL

57 Merchant St, Docklands | T (03) 9021 9487
(opposite Victoria Harbour Medical Centre) 
 Mon-Fri 8:30-5pm (Tue, Thu until 6pm)

Sat: 8:30-1pm
www.docklandsdentalstudio.com.au 

NOW OPEN 

SATURDAYS

DIGITAL MARKETING
Digital Cactus

hello@digitalcactus.com.au

www.Digitalcactus.com.au

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Mediation Communications

108/198 Harbour Esplanade | 9602 2992 

www.mediacomms.com.au

HANDYMAN

ALL CARPENTRY & BUILDING NEEDS  
SERVICING RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

CLIENTS IN INNER SUBURBAN MELB & CBD
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

MS PROPERTY SERVICES

CALL MARK 0414 574 685

HEALTH & BEAUTY
www.victoriaharbourmedicalcentre.com.au

2-3/850 Collins St, Docklands
Entry via Merchant St
Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm,  
 Sat 9am-12 noon

Phone: 9629 1414
After Hours: 9429 5677

Fax: 9629 4265

For online bookings please visit our website

HOTEL

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION

Get away to Wilson’s Promontory
Book your Tel (03) 5682 1436
escape Mob 0429 822 290
 www.promaccom.com.au
 info@promaccom.com.au

LAWYERS
Call today for advice on:
• Wills, probate, estates

and trusts
• Conveyancing and

property law
• Family law
• Commercial law
• Litigation and dispute

resolution

Lvl 3, 520 Bourke St  9670 0700  www.tde.com.au

MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS

Happy customers.  
More sales.

1300 780 276

www.simplecustomermanagement.com.au

MUSICAL TUITION
Karen Dunlop

Flute lessons - all ages welcome 

Qualifi ed teacher / Karen 0458 009 561

PHARMACY

victoria harbour
pharmacy+news

Hours: Mon to Fri 8am-8pm & Sat 9am-1pm
 Pharmacy  Giftware 

 Magazines & Papers  Tattslotto
 Same day dry cleaning

66 Merchant St, Docklands (opposite Safeway) 
Ph: 03 9629 9922  Fax: 03 9629 9933

Email: vicharbourpharmacy@nunet.com.au

southern cross
pharmacy

Hours: Monday to Friday 7am-8pm 
Saturday 10am-6pm

Southern Cross Station 
Shop C8, 99 Spencer St, Docklands 

Ph: 03 9600 0294  Fax: 03 9600 0594
Email: southerncrosspharmacy@nunet.com.au

PHOTOGRAPHY

patrick varney

Expert in hospitality and 
corporate portraiture

0417 505 553 - pv@patrickvarney.com.au 
www.patrickvarney.com.au

photography

PLUMBING

YOUR LOCAL DOCKLANDS 
PLUMBER AND GASFITTER

No service charge in postcode 3008*
Call 9600 3019 Mob 0432 380 886

*Min charge 1 hour labour. During normal working hours

woolleysplumbing.com.au

REAL ESTATE

        50 Lorimer Street, Docklands
Phone 8614 8999  www.cityresidential.com.au

Leading Docklands Agents
Located in the heart of Docklands, Lucas offers over 

9 years of Docklands Sales & Leasing expertise

1/401 Docklands Drive, Docklands
T: (03) 9091 1400   lucasre.com.au

RESTAURANTS
Merchant Society 

Restaurant
ASIAN FUSION COMES TO DOCKLANDS

71 Merchant St  
(next to Woolworths)

BOOKINGS 
9078 5844

Renzo’s Bar
CAFÉ ITALIANO

46 New Quay Promenade 
ph: 9640 0550  

www.renzosbar.com

SCHOOLS

Mount Alexander College invites enrolment
applications for students from Years 7–12

College tours 9am Wednesdays with
Assistant Principal, Jane Wignell
Please contact us for further details
T 03 9376 1622 
www.mountalexandercollege.vic.edu.au

VETERINARY

For advice & appointments Ph: 9646 5300
www.portmelbournevet.com.au
109 Bay St, Port Melbourne

FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL 
PET HEALTH CARE

Open 7 days a week
Mon-Fri 8am-7pm
Sat-Sun 9am-5pm

Port Melbourne Veterinary Clinic & Hospital

WEDDING CELEBRANT
‘Links of Love’

W
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Stadium chief defends cage-fi ghting plans
Etihad Stadium CEO Paul Sergeant has defended plans to host a cage-fi ghting event in Docklands.

Th e Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC) 

is planning to bring an event to Melbourne 

later this year and Mr Sergeant said there 

was a good chance it would be held at Etihad 

Stadium.

Mr Sergeant predicted the proposed event 

would sell-out, bringing a crowd of more 

than 50,000 people to the area. 

Th e stadium has the support of the 

Docklands Chamber of Commerce for 

its intention to bring the UFC event 

to Docklands, but has been met with 

opposition from the Docklands Community 

Association (DCA).

Th e DCA last month released results of a 

survey of more than 100 residents, which 

saw 75 per cent of respondents oppose the 

proposal to bring cage fi ghting to Docklands.

Association president Roger Gardner told 

the April 29 Docklands Community Forum 

his association had concerns about the event 

in relation to safety, security and anti-social 

behaviour.

But Mr Sergeant dismissed the results of 

the DCA survey, saying they were based on 

opinion rather than reality.

“It’s stereotyping the sport and stereotyping 

the followers of the sport, based on nothing 

other than opinion,” Mr Sergeant said.

“It’s not the crowd people might anticipate, 

in fact far from. Th ey are as well behaved as 

any crowd you can come across,” he said.

Mr Sergeant said he had been involved 

in two UFC events in his previous role as 

general manager of Allphones Arena in 

Sydney and had never experienced any 

issues with the crowd.

“It’s a myth that it’s followed by hoodlums,” 

Mr Sergeant said. “Th e vast majority, I know 

from fi rst-hand experience, are lawyers, 

doctors, accountants, professional people 

who are massive followers of the sport.”

Mr Sergeant said the event would be a 

major coup for both the stadium and for 

Docklands. 

He said the venue for the event was 

dependent on which fi ghters the UFC 

was able to secure and at least two world 

championship fi ghters would need to be on 

the card to warrant a venue the size of 

Etihad Stadium.

“If they get the card together, we think it 

would sell pretty strongly,” Mr Sergeant said.

“It would probably sell-out, such is the 

following in Australia for the sport of UFC.”

According to Docklands Chamber of 

Commerce President Joh Maxwell, a cage 

fi ghting event at Etihad Stadium could only 

be good news for Docklands.

“Th e chamber supports the activation of 

Etihad Stadium and Docklands through 

large-scale events,” Mrs Maxwell said.

“All our businesses welcome the guests that 

come through Docklands as a result of these 

kinds of events.”

“We don’t hold any security or safety 

concerns about a cage-fi ghting event and 

believe in Etihad Stadium's ability to manage 

an event of this kind,” she said.

Mr Sergeant said the event would attract a 

national audience and, with a weigh-in the 

day before the main event, would span a 

weekend.

“Certainly in terms of inbound tourism 

there’d be thousands of people coming here 

for the weekend.”

Th e event would be held during the day, 

starting around 9am in the morning and 

continuing into the early afternoon, in order 

to reach the US television audience.

A venue decision is expected in the next 

few months and the event would be staged 

towards the end of the year.

Etihad Stadium CEO Paul Sergeant.

lucasre.com.au

Real Estate Institute of Australia
Property Manager of the Year 2015

Australasian Real Estate Results Awards
Property Manager of the Year 2014

Real Estate Institute of Victoria
Property Manager of the Year 2014

Australasian Real Estate Results Awards
Property Management Team of the Year 2015

Experience Award Winning Property Management

1/401 Docklands Drive, Docklands

03 9091 1400
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