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Waterfront Way, Docklands
Open 7 days a week

FFrreesshh  &&  eeaassyy  ffoooodd  sshhooppppiinngg!!
Stress free with 90 minutes free parking for over 1,000 cars. 

Check out the back page to mmeeeett  oouurr  ttrraaddeerrss this month!The District Docklands

“Docklands won’t ever be the same”

The head of Docklands’ business group has boldly declared 
that “Docklands won’t ever be the same” as businesses are 
left reeling in the wake of the state’s devastating fourth 
lockdown.

It comes as small businesses struggle to attract 
customers as the normally busy streets of the waterfront 
have turned into a trickle of visitors as COVID restrictions 
slowly ease. 

Johanna Maxwell, president of the Docklands Chamber 
of Commerce, said the bitter taste of the lockdown from 
May 27 to June 10 had hit hard.  

“This last lockdown, although only the third-longest in 
duration, has by far been the most devastating,” she told 
Docklands News.

“We were seeing a moderate return to workplaces, 
some smaller events and activations being planned and a 

general easing in public apathy, but all that is gone.”
Ms Maxwell said Docklands was “never, ever going 

to be back to what it was”, as businesses plunged into 
financial uncertainty.

“Docklands won’t ever be the same. I know it’s a big 
claim, but lockdowns have changed this precinct more 
than anywhere else in Australia,” she said.

She said without federal JobKeeper payments and 
recent government grants being “a drop in the ocean 
compared to the business losses that have occurred”, more 
shops would likely close.

“I’m  personally aware of restaurants and 
accommodation providers who lost in the order of 
$300,000 in those two weeks,” she said.

“With $7000 being the maximum offered in the last 
round it simply means we are going to see more and more 
businesses in Docklands shutting for good.”

“Getting the population vaccinated, investing in the 
businesses that are still hanging around and supporting 

Continued on pages 4-5.

words by Brendan Rees 
BUSINESS

Call for expanded ferry network
Ferries could play a more prominent role in 
Melbourne’s tourism and transport network after 
a forum hosted in Docklands brought together “key 
players” from the city’s waterways.

The forum saw a range of ideas 
explored, including an integration of 
the Myki ticketing system onto the 
ferry network, which was described 
as a “woefully under-developed 
transport and tourism option”.

Hosted by Melbourne Maritime 
Heritage Network  (MMHN) at 
Docklands’ MAGNET Gallery on 
June 23, the forum featured an expert 
panel that answered questions about 
the current state of the ferry system 
and how that might be expanded. 

Panelists included ferry operator 
Matt McDonald (CEO Searoad 
Ferries), Gareth Johnson (Transport 
Safety Victoria), Jamie Gillingham 
(Development Victoria), and Adam 
Buchholtz (City of Melbourne).

CEO of Port Phillip Ferries Murray 
Rance was a late apology.

MMHN chair Dr Jackie Watts 
said that the forum “broke ground” 
by gathering various bureaucratic 
bodies from Melbourne’s waterways. 

“A key element of driving the 
whole ferries expansion is getting 
responsible authorities to talk to each 
other, and talk to the public. And 
that’s what happened on the evening. 
There hasn’t been opportunities 
in the past. It was a first,” she told 
Docklands News.

Port Phillip Ferries currently offers 
two separate daily services — between 
Docklands and Portarlington, and 
between Docklands and Geelong — 
frequented by some daily commuters 
and leisure travellers.

However, the forum explored new 
transport and tourism opportunities 
along the Yarra River. Dr Watts, a 
former City of Melbourne councillor, 

said it was a “no brainer”.
“It’s absurd to have a major 

highway, if you like — which is what 
the waterways are — not being used 
for public transportation, and our 
enormous public asset not being used 
as a tourism asset,” she said. 

“Especially at a time when 
domestic tourism is progressing 
more and more because we can’t go 
offshore … it’s clear that in the past 
ferries have been a very big part of 
the cultural, economic and social life 
of the city. There was a point in time 
that the powers that be turned their 
back on the waterway. It’s time to 
turn that around.”

The question remained, however, 
whether a water service could 
compete with other forms of 
transport, which in almost all cases 
provided a faster alternative. 

A low speed limit, currently a 
maximum of five knots (or nine 
km/h), remained a significant 
impediment to a central city 
commuter service on the Yarra River.

In its 10-year Transport Strategy 
released in 2019, the City of 
Melbourne said that while it 
supported expanded water transport 
services for both commuters and 
tourists, the current regulations made 
this difficult. 

“Regulations limit the speed of 
vessels on the Yarra River to five 
knots (nine km/h) and require vessels 
to stay on the same side of the river 
in each direction,” the Transport 
Strategy 2030 stated. “City of 
Melbourne research suggests that 
due to these impediments, additional 
regular public water transport routes 
will struggle to compete with faster 
land transport alternatives.”

Continued on page 3.

words by David Schout 
WATERWAYS

 ▲ Hakim Zeini of Rum Runner Cruises calls out for more customers last month.       Photo: John Tadigiri.



CONTACT 
Suite 108, 198 Harbour Esplanade 
docklandsnews.com.au 
Tel: 8689 7980

EDITOR 
Sean Car

PUBLISHER 
Hyperlocal News Pty Ltd 
ABN: 57 623 558 725

ADVERTISING 
Hyper-local print works for advertisers  
in our digital world because local people  
are interested in local news. 
To sell to the Docklands community,  
contact Jack Hayes on 0401 031 236 or 
jack@hyperlocalnews.com.au

Reader contributions are welcome.   
Send letters, articles and images to:  
news@docklandsnews.com.au

The deadline for the August edition  
is July 23. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Twitter Follow us on Twitter  
@Docklands_News

FACEBOOK-SQUARE Like us on Facebook  
Docklands News

instagram Follow us on Instagram  
@docklands_news

Opinions expressed by contributors are not 
necessarily shared by the publisher.

hyperlocalnews.com.au 
admin@hyperlocalnews.com.au

The Voice of Postcode 3008 2

Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no Docklands News

lucasre.com.au

THE NUMBERS SPEAK 
FOR THEMSELVES
1 property sold every 40 hours!
1 property leased every 14 hours!

96 SOLD 254 LEASED 

Stats from 01/01/2021 to 28/06/2021

vicky leong
senior sales executive

0452 486 860

cary thornton
senior sales executive

0437 204 556

thomas tregonning
senior sales executive

0413 317 304

lynn lum
sales executive
0474 044 293

serena su
sales executive
0499 083 362

kong tran
sales executive
0408 650 128

eva christodoulou
business development 

0438 431 345

Considering selling or simply looking for an 
up-to-date valuation of your property?
 
Speak to our award-winning team today to 
receive a realistic guide on how we can help you!

mark sutherland
sales manager
0418 691 585

cherie tomkins
sales associate
0490 816 760

Fiona to visit 
Docklanders

For more information: 
facebook.com/FionaPattenMP

Fiona Patten, MP to Legislative Assembly 
member for Northern Metropolitan Melbourne 
in the Victorian State Parliament, will hold a 
series of meetings in Docklands on July 16. 

“Docklands is a thriving area but has also 
been hit hard by the pandemic lockdowns. I’m 
really looking forward to meeting a range of 
local people and hearing more about the area, 
its issues and opportunities and to see where I 
can help,” she told Docklands News.

Fiona will hold an “open” session for locals 
to drop in for a chat at Saluministi café, 892 
Bourke St, Docklands from 9am to 10am. 

Ms Patten will also be meeting with the 
Docklands Chamber of Commerce, Docklands 
Representative Group, the City of Melbourne 
and Docklands Primary School during her visit 
on July 16. •

POLITICS

Firelight Festival lights  
up Docklands this July

The free Docklands Firelight Festival will 
return in July thanks to a record investment 
from the City of Melbourne and the Victorian 
Government.

Originally due to be held in late June but 
postponed to July due to Victoria’s recent 
COVID-19 lockdown, the five-day event from 
Wednesday, July 21 to Sunday, July 25 will 
transform Docklands with flame jets, fire twirl-
ers and flaming sculptures each night.

The family-friendly festival will provide a 
major boost for Docklands businesses, with 
tens of thousands of visitors expected to cele-
brate winter in Melbourne.

The 2019 festival attracted more than 75,000 
visitors and generated $4 million in economic 
impact.

Highlights for the 2021 Firelight Festival 
include:

• Nightly liquid, light and laser shows 
presented by Development Victoria.

• Fire performers, twirlers and a flaming 
blunderbuss to warm up the crowd.

• Giant flame sculptures in the shape of a 
phoenix and a deer.

• Flame jets and fire cauldrons running 
the length of NewQuay Promenade and 
Victoria Promenade.

• Live musical performances and 
entertainment including Cope Street 
Parade, Vardos, Lola Lovina, The Whiskey 
Drifters and many more.

The 2021 Firelight Festival is free; however, 
visitors will require tickets to attend. The fes-
tival will follow strict COVID-safe guidelines, 
with QR code check-ins, COVID marshals, site 
cleaning and capacity limits of 3500 people at 
New Quay Promenade and 4500 at Victoria 
Promenade.

The City of Melbourne is investing $1.85 

million in the 2021 festival, including $850,000 
from the Victorian Government to extend the 
event from three to five nights, after the event 
was cancelled in 2020 due to COVID-19.

The City of Melbourne said it was continuing 
discussions with the state government regard-
ing approval for the event and was working 
through the implications of any future state 
border closures on interstate suppliers. 

“Docklands businesses have been among the 
hardest hit by COVID-19 and this festival will 
shine a very warm light during the traditionally 
quiet winter months,” Lord Mayor Sally Capp 
said.  “The festival will provide a boost not only 
to hospitality and tourism businesses, it will 
also create jobs for production, entertainment 
and labour hire workers.”

“We’re in discussions with the AFL and are 
hopeful that the festival will coincide with a 
game at Marvel Stadium so footy fans can also 
enjoy the fire and light show.”

The festival will run from 5.30pm to 10pm 
on Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday, and from 
5.30pm to 10.30pm on Friday and Saturday •

EVENTS

For more information: 
melbourne.vic.gov.au/arts-and-
culture/events-partnerships/
docklands-firelight-festival 
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However, it is believed that Port Phillip 
Ferries, owned by prominent businessman Paul 
Little, had urged authorities to consider raising 
the speed limit along the Yarra.

Mr Rance has already flagged new routes 
along the river to Chapel St.

Dr Watts did not see this as a major hurdle in 
the ferry push. 

“We have to be looking at it intelligently. 
It’s not rocket science … there is no reason to 
assume we can’t overcome the safety element,” 
she said, adding that researcher Bruce Gooley 
spoke on the evening and said that in 100 years 
of ferry transportation, just one life had been 
lost. 

“The major impediment is attitudinal. The 
major impediment is the state government 
looking the other way, and not understanding 
the potential of ferries,” she said, 

She said any shift to a commuter service 
would need to be user-friendly.

“We have to have ferries connected with 
Myki. The government subsidises all other 
forms of public transport, if the same subsidies 
were applied to ferries, the demand would 
grow, no question.”

Dr Watts said that while it might cost more 
to operate a ferry than a tram or train, this 
did not consider the amount of infrastructure 
investment into those forms of land transport, 
compared with the river which was “running, 
all the time, for free”. Port Phillip Ferries have 

Call for expanded ferry network
also reportedly considered a new service be-
tween Docklands and Mornington Peninsula 
destinations.

Dr Watts said she had noted a positive shift 
in rhetoric from key bodies about Melbourne’s 
ferry network, and hoped that would now 
translate into action •

David Schout
JOURNALIST

DAVID@HYPERLOCALNEWS.COM.AU

 ▲ A full house attends MAGNET gallery on June 23.     Photo: Michael Silver.  ▲ The expert panel discusses the future of ferries in Melbourne.    Photo: Michael Silver.

The major impediment 
is attitudinal. The major 
impediment is the state 
government looking the other 
way, and not understanding 
the potential of ferries.

❝

❝
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at Queen Vic Market.

open tuesday, thursday, friday
saturday & sunday 

qvm.com.au CORNER ELIZABETH & VICTORIA STREETS, MELBOURNE 

__
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Continued from page 1.

initiatives like Docklands Dollars and 
Melbourne Money to encourage spending are 
the immediate attention needed.”

Patrick Coghlan, CEO of credit reporting 
agency CreditorWatch, warned that with no 
“clear path” to mass vaccination, and issues still 
emanating from hotel quarantine “we expect 
substantial increases in external administra-
tions above the norm in the state”.

Hakim Zeini, who runs Rum Runner Cruises 
in Docklands, said the latest lockdown had 
struck a heavy blow.

Mr Zeini said he had put his business up 
for sale after experiencing three cancellations 
worth $9500 during the two-week lockdown.

“It’s been devastating, we are suffering. 
Looking at Docklands it’s not what it used to be, 
it’s very sad our lives have been turned upside 
down,” he said.

He said he had had enough of coronavirus 
lockdowns and predicted the Docklands pre-
cinct wouldn’t go back to normal for at least 
“another two years”.

He said bookings had dried up with his boat 
being restricted to 15 passengers. Before the 
pandemic, he was able to host 45 passengers.

“We’re getting inquiries, but people are still 
in fear,” he said.

Also left reeling was Sandra Nesci, whose 
beloved Mr Collins café at Collins Square, also 
saw revenue plunge by 95 per cent.

“We just did takeaway but there wasn’t much 
going on that’s for sure,” she said after her 
business suffered more than $25,000 in weekly 
losses.

“There’s no vibe,” she said of the precinct. “It 
is what it is.”

At NewQuay, Jerry Dimas, the owner of 
Cargo restaurant, said he had chosen to close 
during the lockdown because takeaway would 
barely cover running costs.  

“It’s tough but I believe if we come out of this 
the right way Docklands can grow,” he said.

“The locals are fantastic. You get a lot of peo-

“Docklands won’t ever be the same”

ple popping to say ‘g’day’ and have coffee, which 
is great.”

Mr Dimas said other traders relied on foot 
traffic and visitors to survive. The latest data 
showed pedestrian activity at NewQuay re-
maining about 40 per cent of pre-COVID-19, 
but that was expected to increase as more work-
ers and visitors return.

The state government offered a $2500 pay-
ment for businesses and a $2000 top-up during 
the fourth lockdown, which Mr Dimas said 

would help “but there’s a lot more expenses 
behind the scene”.

Jessie, who runs Collins Street Alterations, 
was left picking up the pieces and forced to rely 
on her savings to stay afloat. 

“We’re still closed because most customers 
work from home and Docklands is very quiet,” 
she said, adding she was forced to lay off two 
staff.

In Batman’s Hill, Push Fitness owner Andrew 
Ward said while he was lucky to ride out the 

past four lockdowns, he expressed concern 
about the continued hit the health and fitness 
industry faced.

“Our industry is always misrepresented from 
the Department of Health angle as being a risk 
as opposed to being a solution,” he said

“We continue to be grouped with a high-risk 
environment which is unfair because the indus-
try has really stepped up with all of this code 
unsafe practices.”

Fitness studios opened a week after stay-at-

 ▲ Hakim Zeini - Rum Runner Cruises.              Photo: John Tadigiri.
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home restrictions were lifted but at this stage 
masks still must be worn but can be taken off 
during exercise.

“Lockdowns are crippling our industry … 
we’re just happy to be open because we’re al-
ways first to close, last to open,” Mr Ward said.  

Nicole Hill, general manager of the 
Melbourne Star Observation Wheel, said the 
lockdown was “extremely tough on us as a 
business”.

“As always our first focus was our staff, we 
have more than 35 permanent staff and were 
able to continue to support them and provide 
work to keep them engaged over this time,” she 
said.

While the observation wheel had reopened, 
Ms Hill said they were staying “cautiously opti-
mistic” about the future thanks to the ongoing 
support of Victorians and campaigns to drive 
visitors back to the precinct.

She said they were excited to launch their 
Winter Chalet experience and looking forward 
to welcoming back families with their Kids Fly 
Free offer these school holidays. 

Geoff Ward, group head of precincts at 

Development Victoria, acknowledged the 
difficulty businesses in Docklands had faced, 
and was working closely with the Docklands 
Chamber of Commerce and City of Melbourne 
to partner on a range of initiatives to support 
the precinct which “remains a focus for us”.

“Development Victoria was pleased to sup-
port the recent Docklands Dollars initiative and 
we also supported previous activation events 
in Docklands, such as the ‘Wonderland’ family 
event during the April school holidays,” he said.

“We have also committed to sponsoring the 
July Firelight Festival and continue to look at 
future opportunities to drive visitors back to 
Docklands.”

City of Melbourne Lord Mayor Sally Capp 
conceded Docklands’ businesses had been “par-
ticularly hard-hit” by the pandemic, but with 
restrictions easing and offices being allowed up 
75 per cent of their staff, she looked forward to 
welcoming back more people.

“This is particularly important for Docklands, 
which is normally home to 72,000 workers,” Cr 
Capp said.

“We want to see a vibrant and thriving 

Docklands with workers returning, and restau-
rants, cafes and retail stores buzzing.”

“It’s been great to see Victorians claim more 
than $2 million in cashback in the first weeks 
of our ‘Melbourne Money’ dining scheme, 
which means $10 million flowing into our local 
hospitality businesses. We’ve already received 
more than 1000 claims from diners who visited 
our 343 eligible Docklands businesses since the 
program kicked off.”

“People are taking advantage of our FOMO 
Freebies campaign that launched this week. The 
program includes free giveaways to Docklands 
experiences such as hundreds of free double 
passes to the Melbourne Star Observation 
Wheel, O’Brien Ice House, and the Imaginaria 
immersive play experience.”

Ms Capp said the City of Melbourne had also 
supported the Docklands Dollars voucher pro-
gram, which has “proven to be a real hit”.

“Each month’s allocation has been snapped 
up within minutes, providing people with 
cashback on accommodation, hospitality and 
retail experiences throughout Docklands. 
The program is part of our joint $100 million 

Melbourne City Recovery Fund delivered in 
partnership with the Victorian Government,” 
she said.

“We look forward to the return of Firelight 
Festival, which will be a major boost to local 
businesses.”

“This year Firelight Festival will receive a 
record investment of $1.85 million, including 
$850,000 from the Victorian Government 
to extend the event from three to five nights, 
after the event was cancelled in 2020 due to 
COVID-19.”

The festival will feature flame jets, fire twirl-
ers, and flaming sculptures between 5.30pm 
and 10.30pm each night from July 21 to 25 •

For more information: 
docklandsdollars.com.au
money.melbourne.vic.gov.au

 ▲ Docklands has been eerily quiet.  ▲ Andrew Ward from Push! Fitness.
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Melbourne 
Money

Supported by

Claim back 20% of your bill 
when you dine in the city.*

Get in quick, it’s only available 
while funds last.

money.melbourne.vic.gov.au

* This offer is available on a first-in-first-served basis until funds 
are exhausted. Diners must spend between $50 and $500 
(including GST) to be eligible. See website for full details.

ADVERTISEMENT
Your City of Melbourne community update
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REFINANCE YOUR 
HOME LOAN

Whatever your reason to refinance, 
make the switch today.

3,000$
CASHBACK#

RECEIVE

Available for refinance of loans of at least $250k with a max. LVR of 80%. 

BOQ Docklands
Josephine Tan, Owner-Manager*
0408 336 838* josephine.tan@boq.com.au
9248 0188* facebook.com/boqdocklndsmelb*
Mon-Thu 9:30am-4pm    Fri 9:30am-5pm    Sat-Sun Closed

Credit provided by Bank of Queensland Limited ABN 32 009 656 740 (BOQ) Australian Credit Licence Number 244616. Fees and charges payable. BOQ’s standard credit assessment criteria 
apply. Full terms and conditions at any BOQ branch. Interest rates quoted are indicative only, and are subject to change without notice. # Special limited time $3,000 cashback offer only 
available for new refinance applications received between Monday 12 October 2020 and Friday 28 May 2021. Must settle by Friday 27 August 2021. This offer is open to Australian residents 
aged 18 and over who are personal customers taking out a new home loan with BOQ, refinanced from another financial institution. Offer available on BOQ’s Clear Path, Economy, Intro Rate, 
or Fixed Rate home loan products only. Minimum total new lending of at least $250,000. Maximum loan-to-value ratio (LVR) of 80%. Not available for the refinance, restructure or switches 
of home loans within BOQ Group, which includes BOQ, Virgin Money (Australia) and BOQ Specialist. An applicant will be eligible for a maximum of one cashback payment during the offer 
period, regardless of the number of loan applications they are party to, provided the total amount drawn at settlement across all loans is at least $250,000. The cashback will be paid to the 
applicant’s BOQ transaction account within 30 days of the settlement date. For multiple home loan applicants the BOQ account needs to be in the name of at least one of the home loan 
applicants and the cashback will be paid only once to the applicants jointly. If you do not have an existing BOQ transaction account, one must be opened. Offer current as at 26/04/2021. This 
offer can be amended and/or withdrawn by BOQ at any time without notice. Applicants should seek their own tax advice in relation to the receipt of a cashback on settlement. Fees and charges 
payable. BOQ’s standard credit assessment criteria apply. Full home loan terms and conditions are available at any BOQ branch.

ESCALANEWQUAY.COM.AU

Construction started.

Move in early 2022.

 Save up to $50,000 

on stamp duty.*

Artist’s Impression

*Conditions apply

Urban living on a new scale
We'll Pay Your Owners Corporation Fees For Three Years*

An eclectic collection of innovative lofts, stylish apartments
and home offices designed by Six Degrees Architects. Featuring soaring 

double-height ceilings, light-filled living spaces,
abundant residential amenity and a vibrant new piazza. 

Contact Jeanne Yu 0466 412 738 or Adam Gao 0466 868 063 
to arrange your private inspection of the NewQuay Display Suite. 

Award keeps the wind in Peter’s sails 

Dr Peter Harris’s love affair with wooden sail-
ing ships goes back more than half a century 
when he was a lad growing up in the UK.  

“I was a student in Southampton in 1967 
when I was introduced to my first classic sail-
ing training ship at Camper and Nicholsons 
shipyard [home to the world’s finest yachts],” he 
said. 

“My landlord was a rigger at the yard and he 
took me down there and said ‘you may as well 
learn something useful while you’re being a 
student’.”  

Today, the retiree is the driving force behind 
the  Alma Doepel, a 118-year-old majestic tall 
ship berthed at her Docklands home at No 2 
Victoria Dock where it is nearing completion of 
a full restoration. 

A passionate volunteer, Dr Harris, 70, is the 
restoration leader of the three-masted topsail 
schooner and is looking forward to the hull 
being returned to the water by September after 
eight long years on the barge.  

His wife Fiona Williams is also a keen volun-
teer on the Alma Doepel, and both share a love 
for sailing.  

Dr Harris is also the founding president of 
Tall Ships Victoria, has been a director and 
trustee of Jubilee Sailing Trust, and has facil-
itated the arrival of many international tall 
ships to Melbourne’s shores.  He has also been 
a member of the Royal Yacht Club of Victoria 
for 25 years.  

For his services to maritime heritage preser-
vation, for which he has dedicated the best part 
of 40 years of his life, Dr Harris was awarded 
the Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) in 
the Queen’s Birthday 2021 Honours List. 

He said the news of receiving the prestigious 
award had come as a surprise, but he was in-
credibly honoured.   

“I’m grateful to be honoured in this way, but 

words by Brendan Rees 
photography by John Tadigiri 
COMMUNITY

in reality, I feel I am accepting the honour on 
behalf of all those who have shared my passion 
for maritime heritage,” he said. 

He also paid tribute to the hard-working 
volunteers and professional shipwrights who 
have “played their part in the Alma Doepel res-
toration, and other projects such as Tall Ships 
Victoria”, as well as his predecessor and initial 
restoration director Michael Wood who served 
from 1975 to 1988. 

Dr Harris came to Melbourne in 1984 where 
he set out a distinguished career as a researcher 
and academic in the field of physiology at the 
University of Melbourne.   

Upon his arrival, Dr Harris said he was “just 
looking around for a ship to work on” when he 
discovered the Alma Doepel.  

“I called into the Polly Woodside and said ‘I’m 
interested in volunteering’,” he said.  

“They said, ‘We’re delighted to have you but 
if you’ve got an ambition to go sailing, we’re not 
doing that. You could go around the corner and 
talk to the Alma Doepel people’.” 

Dr Harris said his biggest reward had been 
the ship’s ability to provide  life-changing op-
portunities and skills for youths through its 
sail-training programs with a focus on helping 
young people at risk.  

“They come back and say ‘this is the best ex-
perience in my life and I would like my kids and 
other people’s kids to have that experience’,” he 
said. 

Dr Harris said he was also proud to be a part 
of the Alma’s “extraordinary piece of the histo-
ry of Australia” which “gets people’s attention, 
and they just want to be a part of it.”

Built in 1903 by Fredrick Doepel and named 
for his youngest daughter Alma, the ship is 
the last surviving coastal trader from the early 
1900s and originally sailed around the coast of 
Australia, carrying goods like timber, wheat, 
and jam. 

During WWII, the Alma was used as an army 
supply vessel running from Townsville and 
Darwin to Papua New Guinea. 

The ship was bought by Sail and Adventure 
in 1976 to be restored as a Youth Sail Training 
ship and underwent a restoration in time for 
the 1988 Australian bicentenary celebrations in 
Sydney Harbour.  

Following major restoration work in 
Docklands, the hull’s exterior has been complet-
ed, and the Alma will soon have a new deck and 
engineering and accommodation fitted-out.  

“We’re going to organise a launch ceremony; 
we’re hoping to run some tours around the ship, 
which will be COVID dependent of course,” Dr 
Harris said. 

“She’s painted up and looking pretty smart. 
We’ll have an on-water viewing, then we might 
do a video and a Zoom commentary at the 
same time for people who can’t get here, and a 
reception.” •

I’m grateful to be honoured 
in this way, but in reality, I 
feel I am accepting the honour 
on behalf of all those who 
have shared my passion for 
maritime heritage.

❝

❝

 ▲ Dr Peter Harris with his beloved Alma Doepel in the background.
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Think Pink looks to 
reopening its doors

The Think Pink Foundation’s Living Centre 
is gradually transitioning back to face-to-face 
operations following almost 18 months online.

Located at Yarra’s Edge, Think Pink provides 
support to individuals and families affected by 
breast cancer.

Think Pink Living Centre manager and breast 
care nurse Andrea Cannon said the foundation 
had started reopening before last month’s snap 
lockdown halted those plans.

Despite the interruption, Ms Cannon said 
the foundation had learnt a lot through the 
COVID-19 shutdown.

Think Pink shifted its free support, exercise 
and wellness programs online.

Art therapy, yoga, reflexology, tai chi, pilates 
and discussion groups, such as the Think Pink 
Sisters and the Supporting Blokes program, 
have been available throughout the lockdown 
via Zoom.

Ms Cannon said participation in classes had 
“increased a great deal” when classes became 
available online. 

Class attendance rose by 300 per cent through 
the lockdown period. 

“It allowed people who were ill and immu-
nosuppressed to access our services, as well as 
allowing people to live in rural areas,” she told 
Docklands News.

“We reconnected with a lot of clients who we 
worked with in the past who due to COVID had 
no access to breast cancer nurses.” 

Following the success of its online programs, 
Ms Cannon said Think Pink would provide its 
services in a “hybrid model”.

“We want to welcome people back to our 
beautiful Living Centre,” she said.

Think Pink former chairman Ron Smith re-
cently stepped down from the position. No an-
nouncement has been made on his replacement. 

The Think Pink Living Centre was estab-
lished at Forge in Yarra’s Edge in 2019 with the 
support of developer Mirvac •

For more information: 
thinkpink.org.au

words by Ellen Blake 
COMMUNITY

Council picks up vaccination slack

People who get a COVID-19 jab will be reward-
ed with “irresistible offers” as part of a new City 
of Melbourne campaign. 

Councillors voted at the June 15 Future 
Melbourne Committee meeting to offer a range 
of perks and incentives to encourage not just 
Melburnians but all Victorians to get vaccinat-
ed as soon as they were eligible.

Lord Mayor Sally Capp said the measure was 
aimed at stamping out further lockdowns and 
to “bring back the buzz” to the city.  

“We want Victoria to be the most vaccinated 
state so that we can move beyond lockdown 
and restrictions and build confidence for local 
businesses, residents and tourists, and so that 
we can open and stay open,” she said.

Rewards could include a premium package 
offers in retail, hospitality, and entertainment. 

The Australian Therapeutic Goods 
Administration recently approved the provi-
sion of incentives and rewards for people who 
have been fully vaccinated.  

“We don’t want to have a lockdown number 
five to keep us motivated around vaccination. 
We want more ‘Vac-torians’ as we are called,” 
Ms Capp said. 

“A vaccinated Victoria is vital for our city 
to thrive and it’s the key to containing the 
pandemic so we can fully enjoy the amazing 
experiences our city has to offer.”

The incentive campaign comes after the 
federal and state governments have come under 
pressure for Victoria’s slow vaccination rollout. 

During the state’s fourth lockdown, Victorian 
acting Premier James Merlino vented his 
frustration saying “we might be facing a very 
different set of circumstances” had more people 
been vaccinated. 

By July, around 2 million doses had been 
administered across the state, general practice, 
and Commonwealth programs in Victoria.

On June 28, Federal Health Minister Greg 
Hunt said more than seven million Australians, 
or 28.6 per cent of the population, had had at 
least one dose of a vaccine including 68 per cent 
of people aged over 70.

Forty-four per cent of people aged over 50 
have received at least one dose of vaccine. 

All Australians aged over 40 are now eligible 
for vaccination, with Victoria’s online booking 
system launching on June 17.

“We want to encourage as many Australians 
as possible, but in particular to say to the older 
Australians we would very much like you to 
come forward as early as possible,” Mr Hunt 
said. 

Speaking at the council meeting, Deputy 
Lord Mayor Nicholas Reece pointed to the 
success of vaccination incentives overseas, par-
ticularly in the US. He said the state of Ohio was 
offering a $1 million prize for a “lucky person” 
while other states had offered free university 
tuition scholarships. 

Australian companies such as Qantas have 
begun their incentive programs including roll-
ing out frequent flyer points rewards or flight 
vouchers to help expand vaccination rates.  

words by Brendan Rees 
HEALTH

To further increase vaccination uptake, the 
City of Melbourne will boost its communica-
tions campaign in multiple languages to reach 
out to multicultural communities. 

According to the latest Essential poll, 32 
per cent of Victorians have reported vaccine 
hesitancy with a further 12 per cent stating that 
they would choose against getting the vaccine. 

On June 20, the state government announced 
it would develop and make Australia’s first local 
mRNA COVID-19 vaccine that will be ready 
for clinical trials by the end of the year.

 The state will invest $5 million to support 
Monash Institute of Pharmaceutical Sciences 
to manufacture doses of the mRNA COVID-19 
vaccine for trials, which are due to start soon.

Health Minister Martin Foley said, “our mes-
sage to Victorians today is get vaccinated if you 
are eligible to do so – for the sake of yourself, 
your family, your friends and your community”.

Australian Medical Association president 
Dr Omar Khorshid welcomed the Federal 
Government’s recent announcement of extra 
funding that allows GPs to spend more time 
with patients. 

Dr Khorshid said this would ensure patients 
were aware of all the benefits of a COVID-19 
vaccination, and boost confidence in the 
vaccine.  

“It is a big step in allowing doctors to take 
the time to sit down and discuss fully with their 
patients, some of whom are nervous, the ben-
efits and incredibly low risks associated with 
vaccination,” he said. 

Eddie Micallef, chairman of the Ethnic 
Communities’ Council of Victoria (ECCV), 
said the vaccination rollout had been “very 
disappointing” with a lack of an “appropriate, 
thought-out, and effective” campaign. 

Mr Micallef said there had been “inconsistent 
messages” and called for translated material 
“to be more informal and tailored to specific 
communities”. 

“The data that’s been collected by federal and 
state governments is not uniformed so we don’t 
know which areas are missing out. If we knew 
that we could target specific areas,” he said.

“One of the things that were encouraged was 
community leaders to do their own Facebook 
presentation and send it around to their 
communities.”

In late June following a meeting with 
National Cabinet, Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison announced that any Australian under 
the age of 40 could now approach their GP and 
ask for the AstraZeneca vaccine.  •

We want Victoria to be the 
most vaccinated state so that 
we can move beyond lockdown 

❝

❝ Lockdown in a high-rise

Residents of some apartment towers are cheer-
ing themselves up with small creative acts.

At Victoria Point new food shelves have been 
added to the library in the common area. 

When Docklands News visited there were five 
items on the food shelf.

A packet of pasta, two cans of diced tomatoes 
and chick peas, a bar of soap and a packet of 
sanitary pads sat between thrillers.  

Residents are encouraged to donate or take 
what they need from the shelf.

The “food bank” was created when the con-
cierge noticed that some residents were doing 
it hard.

“Little things mean a lot,” one Victoria Point 
resident said. “Some people were not coping 
well. They didn’t say anything but we set up the 
shelf.”

Another resident is doing illustrations of the 
culture of the building and pinning them to the 
noticeboard.

One cartoon depicts the brave concierge 
chained to a virus; another him fighting it off 
and putting it behind bars.

Many of the stories of lockdown in a high-
rise have yet to be told •

words by Rhonda Dredge 
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IMAGINARIA extended

Futuristic play experience IMAGINARIA 
has expanded its Docklands immersive ex-
hibition to include two new “mind-bending” 
installations, including a talking artificial in-
telligence projection and a series of interactive 
sound cylinders.

The new installations explore themes of sci-
ence fiction, artificial intelligence and trans-hu-
manism creating dreamlike landscapes that blur 
the line between reality and future fantasy.

Locals are invited to experience 
IMAGINARIA, located under the Melbourne 
Star Observation Wheel at The District 
Docklands, until August 30. Tickets: ticketmas-
ter.com.au/imaginaria •

ARTS & CULTURE
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Community left in the dark over E-Gate urban renewal 

A 20-hectare parcel of state-owned land in 
West Melbourne which was set to become 
Melbourne’s next major urban development 
seems to have been abandoned in favour of the 
West-Gate Tunnel Project (WGTP).

Known as E-Gate, the site just north of 
Docklands and less than a kilometre from the 
edge of Melbourne’s CBD, was earmarked to 
house more than 10,000 residents with another 
50,000 sqm of commercial space, according to 
initial plans.

But the development has since been put on 
ice while road operator Transurban builds a 
section of the WGTP aiming to remove trucks 
from residential streets in the west to bring 
traffic directly into the CBD.

Asked by Docklands News whether the urban 
renewal opportunity for E-Gate had been total-
ly abandoned by the Victorian Government in 
favour of the development, Associate Professor 
Andrew Butt from RMIT’s Centre for Urban 
Research said it appeared that way.

“[It] seems the urban renewal at E-Gate has 
disappeared – it seems a great loss of opportu-
nity just for a few kilometres of toll-road for 
Transurban,” he said.

In 2013, a group of West Melbourne res-
idents, including Associate Professor Butt, 
formed Western Connection to promote smart-
er outcomes for the E-Gate site. 

Western Connection’s vision for E-Gate 
included new apartment buildings, office and 
retail space and parklands which would link 
North Melbourne train station to the northern 
end of the CBD.

Currently an inaccessible, industrial stretch 
of land, Western Connection also imagined 
an open grass area for community sports at 
E-Gate, restaurants and cafes, car parking and 
footpaths.

But since Transurban began construction, 
the state government has been silent on the 
E-Gate urban development.

“We see this as a tragic misuse of this land 
that long term will cost the City of Melbourne 
dearly,” Western Connection architect Angus 
McNichol wrote.

Docklands News asked the Minister for 
Planning Richard Wynne’s office whether ur-
ban renewal was still being planned for E-Gate, 
but no response was received before deadline.

The WGTP is currently building an elevated 
roadway connecting CityLink and Dynon and 
Footscray roads above the E-Gate site, as well as 
the Wurundjeri Way extension.

The City of Melbourne was strong in its 
opposition to the project, which will bring 
thousands of extra vehicles into Docklands and 
the CBD via the Wurundjeri Way extension. 

words by Spencer Fowler Steen 
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 ▲ An artist’s impression from 2011 of what E-Gate could have looked like before the West Gate Tunnel Project was conceived. 

In May 2011, Docklands News reported that 
construction of the new “eco-suburb” was 
due to start the moment that major tenants 
BlueScope Steel and OneSteel moved out when 
their leases expired in November, 2014.

Major Projects Victoria’s project director at 
the time James Troedel said it could even have 
began earlier if the site became available.

While Mr Troedel pointed out that no deci-
sions had yet been taken by the government, a 
business case based on a sustainable “ecovillage” 
had shown the concept was viable.

The concept was for a self-contained com-
munity, centred around a central civic square 
with pedestrian and cycle connections with 
both West Melbourne and Docklands.

Links to surrounding areas
Any future development at E-Gate will most 

likely be linked to Docklands’ City Harbour 
precinct via a footbridge like other walkways in 
the CBD such as Birrarung Marr, according to 
City Harbour’s Guy Taylor.

City Harbour recently revealed a new vision 
for the precinct which includes a new cen-
tral park, reduced traffic, and connections to 

surrounding urban renewal precincts such as 
Arden and E-Gate.

City Harbour’s new plans provide for a 
large “Central Park” which will be comple-
mented by a “North Grounds” park near 
Dudley St, which will provide the future 
link to the E-Gate and Arden precincts. 
However, it remains unclear when, or if, the 
E-Gate urban renewal will go ahead.

 Mr Taylor said as it stood, and subject to 
Victorian Government planning approval, 
there would be a cul-de-sac turning circle at 
the end of Digital Drive connected to North 
Grounds providing space for a likely footbridge 
to E-Gate.

“The intention is that the North Grounds 
and Central Grounds will get vested to the City 
of Melbourne when the E-Gate construction 
commences,” he said.

“We’re anticipating that it’ll be a pedestrian 
and cycling footbridge.”

Although the City of Melbourne could 
choose to build a reconnecting road for vehicles 
between E-Gate and City Harbour, Mr Taylor 
believed this was unlikely.

“I think they’ll likely go for a foot bridge, for 

example Birrarung Marr and the footbridge to 
the MCG,” he said.

Although Mr Taylor could not give a defini-
tive date for the completion of the newly imag-
ined City Harbour precinct, he said following 
a thorough consultation phase with the City 
of Melbourne, optimistically the area could be 
complete within five years.

Ashe Morgan, the owner of The District 
Docklands, is also understood to have incorpo-
rated future pedestrian and cycling connections 
through E-Gate to link up with the current 
North Melbourne Station (soon to be renamed 
West Melbourne Station) in its master planning 
ambitions for the Waterfront City. 

While the WGTP has presented a serious 
challenge to the future viability of E-Gate, its 
development will be critical for Docklands •

Spencer Fowler Steen
JOURNALIST

SPENCER@
HYPERLOCALNEWS.COM.AU
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Top honour for community stalwart

Elizabeth (Libby) Cousins remembers the days 
when cargo ships would arrive regularly at 
Victoria Docks in Docklands in the late ‘60s 
– well before the precinct was a dream on a 
drawing board.    

“It was just the old wharfs there and ships 
would come in. There was no concept of what it 
could get to today,” she said.  

“The only people down there were people 
working on the Docklands, there was no traffic, 
there’s nothing to go down there for unless you 
went to work.”

At the time, Mrs Cousins was volunteering 
one day a week with Australia’s National Trust, 
which had bought the historic tall ship, the 
Polly Woodside, for just one cent in 1968.

She was based at an “old shed” in South Wharf 
where she would sit down to her clickety-clack 
typewriter and help with administration tasks 
and send accounts to the National Trust.

Built in 1885 in Belfast the Polly Woodside 
was used as a general cargo ship and later con-
verted to coal hulk where it operated in New 
Guinea in WWII.

“It was an absolute wreck,” she recalled when 
the three-masted ship arrived at Duke’s and 
Orr’s dry-dock in South Wharf in 1968.  

“It was the tiniest thing,” she said of her con-
tribution to the ship’s restoration, but added, “it 
just a useful thing to do so I said I could help”.

Mrs Cousins, who has been appointed a 
Member of the Order of Australia (AM), in this 
year’s Queen’s Birthday Honours List, said the 
majestic ship, which is now 136 years old and a 
major tourism drawcard, “needed a lot of work” 
but there were “a lot of wonderful volunteers 
who came down” to lend a hand.  

Speaking of memories of Docklands, she de-
scribed the area as “bleak” and derelict, and nev-
er imagined it would become one of the biggest 

urban renewal projects it has become today.
“It was just docks and they were being used in 

those days. It was basically before the big cranes 
came in,” she said. 

Mrs Cousins said the news of her Queen’s 
Birthday Honour for her significant service to 
the community through charitable initiatives 
came as a “great surprise” but was “very hum-
bled” to be recognised.

Her long list of achievements spans more 
than half a century through various community 
organisations (some of which she is a life mem-
ber) including the Melbourne Recital Centre, 
the National Gallery of Victoria, the Geelong 
Art Gallery, The Australian Ballet, Melbourne 
Grammar School, Life Education Victoria, and 
National Trust Victoria.  

One her biggest achievements was helping 
raise a staggering $2 million in 2006 to allow 
the Geelong Art Gallery to buy and permanent-
ly secure a masterpiece painting called View of 
Geelong by Eugene von Guerard.

Mrs Cousins, who lived in Geelong for 40 
years, said she and her husband put their “lives 
on total hold” to raise the money in just six 

weeks after the 1856 oil painting had been put 
up for sale by then owner and English composer 
Andrew Lloyd Webber.

“It was a very big ask,” Mrs Cousins said, but 
they succeeded when the Victorian state gov-
ernment “stepped in” and offered $1.5 million 
towards the $4 million purchase price with the 
remainder being raised through the community 
fundraising appeal.    

Another highlight was Mrs Cousins leading 
a fundraising campaign to buy two highly tech-
nical and expensive Life Education Victoria 
caravans that serviced various schools from 
Colac to Werribee to Bellarine Peninsula and 
throughout Geelong.

Speaking to Docklands News, Mrs Cousins 
said, “I just like seeing results. You have to have 
a reason to be in your skin and if you can do 
these things and make time to do it gives you 
enormous satisfaction.”

When asked what motivated her, she replied, 
“I think it’s the way you’re brought up. My 
parents were the first on the scene. If anyone 
needed help, they were there, and you just take 
that as a natural way that you go about life.” •

words by Brendan Rees 
photography by John Tadigiri 
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Guns seized following 
Docklands firearms incident

Armed Crime Squad detectives have arrested a 
man and seized a number of firearms following 
a search warrant in a Docklands apartment 
building this morning.

The investigation began after a firearm was 
allegedly discharged on June 1.

Police were called to a LaTrobe St apartment 
building in the Melbourne CBD after a projec-
tile pierced a window and came to rest in an 
upper floor apartment at around 8.45pm.

Luckily no one was injured as a result of the 
incident.

The incident was quickly linked to an earlier 
incident in March, where a vehicle parked in 
a Docklands car park was located with what 
appeared to a bullet hole.

Detectives executed a search warrant at an 
apartment building on Harbour Esplanade on 
June 25 and arrested a 28-year-old Docklands 
man at the scene.

Three firearms were subsequently seized 
from the residence along with ammunition, 
cash and cannabis.

The Docklands man has been charged with 
possessing traffickable quantity of firearms, 
two counts of use category B firearm, reckless 
conduct endanger life, two counts of possess 
general category handgun, criminal damage and 
traffick cannabis.

He appeared before the Melbourne 
Magistrates’ Court on June 25.

The investigation remains ongoing, anyone 
with information is urged to contact Crime 
Stoppers on 1800 333 000 •

CRIME
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Build-to-rent towers next to stadium get council backing

A proposal for dual build-to-rent towers next to 
Marvel Stadium has been endorsed by the City 
of Melbourne. 

The 28- and 30-storey developments on 
a dormant La Trobe St site would bring a 
“much-needed diversity of accommodation to 
our city,” according to Lord Mayor Sally Capp.

If approved by Minister for Planning Richard 
Wynne, development on the 676-apartment 
project could even start later in 2021. 

Cr Capp said the project could have huge 
benefits for the city and Docklands.

“In our surveys we know that renters in 
Melbourne are among the most stressed co-
hort within our population, and this brings 
much-needed diversity of accommodation to 
our city,” she said. 

“Build-to-rent accommodation will help 
change the accommodation offered here in 
Melbourne to something that is more diverse, 
more engaging, and certainly helps create 
community.”

Unlike most apartment buildings where units 
are sold to prospective buyers, “build-to-rent” 
refers to a residential development in which 
dwellings are retained by the developer and 
leased out.

Proponents have said the system can mitigate 
issues with housing  supply,  affordability and 
the private rental sector, while being a win for 
prospective tenants. 

“When we talk about build-to-rent, what we 
focus on is the making of communities,” Cox 
Architecture director Phillip Rowe said at a 
June 15 Future Melbourne Committee meeting. 
“The business itself of build-to-rent is about 
providing better quality and a richer amenity 
for the precinct.”

Urbis director Jamie Govenlock, speaking 
on behalf of the proposal’s applicant, said the 
development created “a housing option not 
currently provided in Docklands”.

words by David Schout 
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“There is a strong commitment to start the 
development and ensure the asset creates value 
not only for the client, but also for the future 
and surrounding emerging community,” he said. 

“We are serious about getting on with this 
project.”

Mr Govenlock said the proposal would also 
activate a 77-metre frontage on La Trobe St.

“The proposal will develop what has been a 

bomb site in La Trobe St, basically for the past 
20 years. It will also assist in fulfilling a long-
held planning objective of linking the city with 
the water … [it] will create a quality pedestrian 
environment with the Marvel Stadium precinct, 
particularly with the eastern laneway. This is a 
proposal that will create activity well beyond 
game days.”

The site at 685-691 La Trobe St, immediately 

north of Marvel Stadium, already holds plan-
ning approval for mixed-use towers 23 and 21 
storeys high, and 99 fewer overall dwellings. 

Councillors were however happy to support 
the height increase of the amended proposal 
given the change in plans for the site. 

“You would think in some circumstances that 
would therefore be an application which some 
councillors might find challenging,” the coun-
cil’s chair of planning  Cr Nicholas Reece said.

“However, in this case I think it’s an example 
of what good design can achieve because I think 
this is an application which does indeed provide 
an improved built form response.”

Mr Govenlock said the project had a rough 
value of $400 million and would create around 
1000 jobs. 

Prior to COVID-19, the AFL had a multi-mil-
lion-dollar deposit on the La Trobe St site it had 
earmarked for green-space as part of a stadium 
redevelopment.

But the league backed out of the deal when 
the pandemic struck and offloaded the site to 
shore up its financial position after suffering a 
significant hit to operations.

It is believed the AFL could still become a 
tenant at the new development and could uti-
lise the “large function space” proposed for the 
lower levels •

 ▲ An artist’s impression of the development from a La Trobe St perspective.

... renters in Melbourne are 
among the most stressed cohort 
within our population, and this 
brings much-needed diversity 
of accommodation to our city.

❝

❝
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City Harbour masterplan could be approved within a year

City Harbour’s new master plan for its re-
branded Docklands precinct could have the 
government’s stamp of approval in six to 12 
months, paving the way for a new link between 
surrounding urban renewal projects.

City Harbour’s Guy Taylor told Docklands 
News the Victorian Government had recently 
provided feedback on the new masterplan, 
which featured a new central park, reduced traf-
fic and connection to projects such as E-Gate 
and Arden.

“They’ve [the Victorian Government] given 
us some feedback, and we’re working with 
Development Victoria in our response to that, 
and we’re hoping that maybe by the end of the 
month or by early next month we’ll be able to 
provide our response to that,” Mr Taylor said.

“Timing wise, if all went well, we’d be within 
six to 12 moths for a new stamped and endorsed 
masterplan.”

Previously known as Digital Harbour, the 
block bound by Dudley St, Harbour Esplanade, 
Latrobe St and Wurundjeri Way is in many 
ways the conduit between the CBD, Docklands 
and neighbouring urban renewal precincts.

With the plan seeking significant changes 
to the previously approved development plan 
from 2011, City Harbour’s Guy Taylor told 
Docklands News that the new vision had been 
designed to focus on the “user’s amenity and 
experience”. 

“It [City Harbour] will be a connected com-
munity that promotes activity and wellbeing,” 
he said. “It will do this by reducing traffic, 
increasing public open space and providing 
a future connection to the E-Gate and Arden 
Precincts. City Harbour’s new master plan will 
prioritise people.”

City Harbour’s new plans provide for a large 
“Central Park” at the heart of the precinct that 
will be complemented by a “North Grounds” 
park near Dudley St, which will provide the 

words by Spencer Fowler Steen 
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future link to the E-Gate and Arden precincts.  
With a 50 per cent reduction in road area 

and 30 per cent increase in park areas, the new 
master plan proposes three new commercial 
buildings at 50 Digital Drive, 240 Harbour 
Esplanade and 220-230 Harbour Esplanade. 

This is in addition to a proposed commercial 
tower at 30-40 Digital Drive, located next to 
the Melbourne Water building at 990 Latrobe 
St, which is currently before the Minister for 
Planning for approval. 

Mr Taylor said the government’s recent feed-
back had been mainly technical, relating to as-
pects such as traffic and wind as well as further 
analysis of shadow studies.

“There wasn’t a lot of pushback on other 
areas,” he said.

Although Mr Taylor could not give a defini-
tive date for the completion of the reimagined 
precinct, he said following a thorough consul-
tation phase with the City of Melbourne, op-
timistically the area could be complete within 
five years.

1000 La Trobe to be finished in August
The executive director of the developer 

behind 1000 La Trobe – the City Harbour 
precinct’s only current active development – 
has told Docklands News that building will be 
completed in August, three months ahead of 
schedule. 

Executive Director of Poly Victoria Robin 
Luan said 1000 La Trobe was scheduled for 
completion in early to mid-August and discus-
sions around commercial tenants remained 
ongoing. 

“This has allowed us to progress discussions 
regarding potential tenancies for the building. 
These discussions remain of course commercial 
in confidence,” he told Docklands News. 

Mr Luan said the economic challenges con-
fronting both Australia and the world over the 
past year as a result of the pandemic, as well as 
the changing nature of the property market, 
had “forced many businesses to review their 
strategies and activities”.  

“By adjusting the pace of construction for 
1000 La Trobe, we have tailored the product to 
ensure we are maximising our market appeal,” 
he said. 

“This includes strategies to provide maxi-
mum visual connectivity, exceptional natural 
light penetration, and a flexible floor plan/open 
plan. Future strategic plans for the project are 
still under discussion.”

In March 2020, retail giant Myer had an-
nounced that it has leased around 11,000 sqm 
across five levels of the building for its store 
support offices, however no further tenancies 
have been confirmed. 

Designed by architect Woods Bagot, 1000 
La Trobe will be the first major tower in the 
Digital Harbour Precinct. The development 
will consist of highly efficient floor plans aver-
aging 2200 sqm. 

The design allows for vertical floor inte-
grations, a 780 sqm third space with business 
lounges on the second floor, public flexible 
work spaces on the ground floor, top floor 

terraces and a proposed childcare centre. It also 
includes a ground floor retail mix consisting of 
cafes, retail services and other amenities. 

Mr Luan said the building’s façade was now 
fully complete, while timber wall linings to the 
ground floor and hard landscaping would be 
finished this month •

 ▲ 1000 La Trobe will be completed in August. 
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 Free Dental Consultation & Treatment Planning.
 Affordable, Comprehensive Dental Services.
 Expert Tooth Removal & Implants Dentists.

7 Village Street Docklands VIC - 3008

Call For Appointment
03 9880 2040

www.melbournecitydental .com.au

MAGNET reopens

Docklands’ much-loved photography centre 
MAGNET Galleries Melbourne has reopened 
following the recent lockdown.

MAGNET Galleries Melbourne president 
Michael Silver said he was disappointed its 
closure had coincided with the opening of an 
exhibition very close to his heart. 

Soldier Settler is an exhibition featuring im-
ages taken by Les Chandler – one of Australia’s 
early photographers, ornithologists and 
conservationists.

The photographs depict life as one of the 
original soldier settlers at Red Cliffs, near 
Mildura.

Mr Chandler received land in the area follow-
ing his participation in the first world war and 
worked as a fruit grower.

Mr Silver said he was “simply amazed” by the 
photography.

“I saw it five years ago and knew it was some-
thing really special,” he said. 

“It’s such a significant part of Australian 
history.”

Mr Silver worked on the exhibition with 
Mary Chandler, the daughter of Les Chandler.

Mary died late last year, and Mr Silver cred-
ited her with keeping Les’s collection together 
and preserving his memory. 

“I’m just trying to make people know about 
him,” Mr Silver said

“It’s all about the moments and Les did it – 
with equipment that didn’t make things any 
easier.” 

“He just produced the most remarkable work 
and all of those pictures we have on the walls 
are just the most amazing moments.”

While the exhibition can be viewed virtually, 
Mr Silver said it was a “shame” it had taken 
place over the lockdown. 

“Docklands is dead,” he said.
“We used to get 40 to 50 plus people a day, 

now if we get two we’re lucky.”

But Mr Silver said he was hopeful the area 
would regenerate.

“I’m not worried. We’re very confident things 
will change, and things will roll on,” he said.

“The world’s changed but we’re very good at 
changing with it.”

The gallery will unveil a new exhibition in 
July called Elements and Fragments.

The exhibition features 70 photographs of the 
South Indian ancient town of Tiruvannamalai 
taken by local photographers.

The project captures the fast-vanishing cul-
ture and lifestyle of the region.

“It’s a beautiful but different look at the 
world,” Mr Silver said.

Elements and Fragments can be viewed in 
person and virtually.

MAGNET Galleries Melbourne is open 
Tuesday to Saturday from 10am until 4pm •

words by Ellen Blake 
ARTS & CULTURE

For more information: 
magnet.org.au

Icehouse given much-needed funding injection

Docklands’ O’Brien Icehouse has received $2 
million worth of support from the Victorian 
Government.

The Icehouse houses two Olympic-sized ice 
rinks and is viewed as Australia’s premier ice 
sports and recreation centre.

Acting Minister for Tourism, Sport and 
Major Events Jaala Pulford said the cash 
injection to the venue would support those 
looking to pursue sporting excellence, as well 
as Victorians looking for a winter activity.

“The O’Brien Icehouse is important on many 
levels – as place for recreation and events, as 
a stadium for competition and as a training 
venue for our top Winter Olympic athletes,” Ms 
Pulford said. 

“It will bring more people to Docklands, 
helping businesses recover from the effects of 
the pandemic.”

The Icehouse attracts more than 200,000 
visitors per year and brings 100 events to 
Melbourne each year, including semi-profes-
sional ice hockey matches featuring Australian 
Ice Hockey League teams Melbourne Ice and 
Melbourne Mustangs, and national and inter-
national events and competitions.

The Icehouse is currently acting as the train-
ing base for Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics 
hopefuls, including figure skaters Holly Harris 
and Jason Chan, curling champion Dean Hewitt 
and a junior speed skating team.

O’Brien Icehouse executive director Athol 
Hodgetts said the support would ensure “the 
long-term future of ice sports in Victoria.”

“The Icehouse can continue to produce fu-
ture Olympians and world champions at one 
of the best facilities of its type in the Southern 
Hemisphere,” he said. 

Mr Hodgetts previously told the Herald Sun 
earlier this year that the COVID pandemic had 
a “huge cost” on the Icehouse’s operations and 
threatened its viability.

The $2 million boost now means the popular 
School and Community Discount program, 
which provides a discount on the cost of tick-
ets for school and community groups, will be 
reinstated.

The O’Brien Icehouse has locked in admin-
istration, training and high-performance facili-
ties for the next six years, including ice skating, 
figure skating, ice hockey, speed-skating and 
curling.

O’Brien Icehouse will look ahead to secure 
new national and international event such as 
Disney On Ice •

words by Ellen Blake 
SPORT
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Ron Barassi Senior Park - one of the many open spaces in Docklands

The City of Melbourne is a 
dynamic municipality with a 
range of diverse neighbourhoods. 
Our Budget 2021–22 sets out how 
we plan to invest in Docklands to 
support local services, maintain 
and improve parks, public spaces 
and recreational facilities, and 
fund events that will bring back 
the buzz to our city.

INVESTING IN YOUR  
NEIGHBOURHOOD IN 2021–22 

INVESTING IN CAPITAL WORKS
The City of Melbourne will deliver its 
biggest ever infrastructure program 
by investing $244.7 million in projects 
across the municipality in 2021–22 
to create jobs and build a better 
environment for our community.

Lord Mayor Sally Capp sees a strong 
link between delivering city-shaping 
infrastructure projects and support 
for local businesses.

“We know how critically important 
it is to invest in our city right now 
and that’s why we’re delivering more 
capital projects than ever before, 
with our record infrastructure 
investment,” the Lord Mayor said.

“These projects provide 
opportunities for work on job sites 
right across the city and workers on 
those sites provide opportunities 
for our local traders, whether it’s a 
coffee and a sandwich, a trip to the 
physio, or a new pair of shoes.”

New investments and upgrades in 
Docklands in 2021–22 include:

• More than $800,000 – Australia 
Wharf fit-out 

• $300,000 – Waterways 
Operations precinct in the Bolte 
Precinct West, to support effective 
growth of marine activity 

• More than $160,000 – Waterways 
provision of kayak storage and 
fishing infrastructure 

• $40,000 – Seafarers Rest Park.

INVESTING IN LOCAL SERVICES
Library and  
community services
The Library at the Dock has 
approximately 3200 members 
and also offers a makerspace 
equipped with 3D printers, sewing 
machines, computers and creative 
programming as well seven bookable 
community spaces, a 120-seat 
performance space, recording 
studio and equipment. Nearby, the 
Community Hub at The Dock houses 
bookable community spaces and the 
Boating Hub. We also manage Yarra’s 
Edge Community Space, located on 
the ground floor of the Array Tower.

Parks and open spaces
We manage and maintain 21 public 
spaces in Docklands including Buluk 
Park, Docklands Park, Ron Barassi 
Senior Park, Seafarers Rest and 
Webb Bridge Reserve.

Sports and  
recreation venues
We manage the Melbourne City 
Marina and the Yarra’s Edge Marina. 
We are also responsible for the day-
to-day operations of the waterways, 
the allocation and licensing of 
berths, and managing marina leases.  
Our Boating Hub is used as a base 
for dragon boating, sailing and 
outrigger canoes. The Docklands 
Sports Courts is a synthetic multi-
use sport facility for public use.

To find out more about what’s 
happening in your neighbourhood 
over the next 12 months, visit 
melbourne.vic.gov.au/budget

ADVERTISEMENT
Your City of Melbourne community update

Information and events in this publication 
are current at the time of printing. 
Subsequent changes may occur.

DOCKLANDS

Municipality map

Residential 
population 

10,957
Number of  
businesses

1,216
Main occupation  

Professionals

41%
Residents  
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60%
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For nearly 20 years, the Melbourne 
Awards have been our city’s 
highest accolade, celebrating 
inspirational people who dedicate 
their time and energy to make 
Melbourne a world-leader. 

We recently caught up with past 
winners, who work in diverse fields, 
to see how their organisations are 
evolving in response to COVID-19.

Midsumma
Karen Bryant is the CEO of Midsumma, 
Australia’s premier LGBTQIA+ cultural 
festival and the winner of a Melbourne 
Award in 2019. The first lockdown 
began just after one of the team’s 
best-ever festivals in 2020.

‘Many people in our communities 
have experienced isolation – from 
families, workplaces and social spaces 
– so having safe venues and support 
networks taken away during COVID 
was a trigger for re-experiencing past 
trauma for many,’ Karen said.

‘We initially set to work to create a 
safe, meaningful online space on our 
website where people could access 
information in one place, connect and 
share stories and art.

‘Even though, after many iterations 
of plans, we were able to present 
another great in-person festival in 2021 
amid glorious weather, we are still in a 
pandemic and need to reactivate and 
adapt within this environment.

‘Looking to the future, I hope we can 
learn to get along better with each other, 
understand and champion differences, 
and fight injustice and discrimination 

with respect and graciousness for 
people with different perspectives or 
lived experience to our own.’

Youth Projects
Melanie Raymond OAM is the Chair of 
homelessness support agency Youth 
Projects, which won a Melbourne 
Award in 2010.

Since its win, Youth Projects has 
continued its mission in earnest, 
including launching a night-outreach 
nursing program, to deliver health-care 
on the pavement to people experiencing 
homelessness, and significantly 
expanding its employment services.

‘We see the “giving” side of Melbourne all 
the time. There is a high-level of concern 
and care for people on the margins and 
immense curiosity about what solutions 
can be found,’ Melanie said.

‘The initiatives to house people 
sleeping rough during the pandemic 
showed that we can move quickly 
on this issue in an emergency and 
this creative and collaborative work 
continues today.

‘For many people in Melbourne, their 
isolation and marginalisation existed 
pre-COVID. Let’s hope post-COVID we 
see more effort to connect people in 
meaningful ways. 

‘This is vital to improving mental 
health, and community-based answers 
are there for us to implement.’

In Harmony With Health, 
Royal Melbourne Hospital
Dr Emma O’Brien leads the music 
therapy program at Royal Melbourne 

Hospital, which won a Melbourne 
Award in 2018. During COVID-19,  
the program became more important 
than ever for staff and patients.

‘Melbourne is this incredible city that 
really understands the powerful, vital 
role that the arts plays in people’s 
wellbeing,’ Emma said.

‘Royal Melbourne Hospital had a tough 
time during 2020 – we were at the 
front line of COVID-19 and, while many 
people recovered, sadly many older 
adults passed away.

‘I am so proud of my exceptional team 
members, who never give up finding 
ways to connect with people through 
music. 

‘Even in the worst of times we were 
there, singing to people in full PPE, 
from behind glass. That’s the kind of 
tenacity that Melbourne has. No one 
was giving up and everyone was trying 
to have a moment of happiness.’

MELBOURNE 
AWARDS 2021 
Stay tuned for the announcement 
of this year’s Melbourne Awards 
finalists in October. In November, 
there will be an awards ceremony 
and a televised event on Channel 
9 to announce the winners.

For more information, visit 
melbourne.vic.gov.au/
melbourneawards

MIGHTY MELBURNIANS  
PROMOTE CARE AND 
COMPASSION 

ADVERTISEMENT
Your City of Melbourne community update

KEEP IN TOUCH
To stay connected with all the latest 
news from the City of Melbourne, follow 
us on social media and subscribe to 
Melbourne magazine online at  
magazine.melbourne.vic.gov.au

You can also join conversations to 
influence plans for your neighbourhood 
through Participate Melbourne at 
participate.melbourne.vic.gov.au

Connect with us 
 /cityofmelbourne

 @cityofmelbourne

 @cityofmelbourne

IN-BRIEF

BOOK YOUR COVID-19 
VACCINE NOW  
If you are eligible, now is 
the time to book in for your 
COVID-19 vaccine. To learn 
more and find a vaccination 
centre near you, visit 
coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine

SHOP LOCAL
We’re helping local businesses 
bounce back with $100,000 
Precinct Activation grants 
as part of the $100 million 
Melbourne City Recovery 
Fund, a partnership with  
the Victorian Government. 
Want to support local traders? 
Subscribe to the What’s On 
Melbourne newsletter for top 
tips on shopping, retail,  
dining and events.  
whatson.melbourne.vic.gov.au

WELLBEING SUPPORT 
Our Community Support 
Directory is a resource 
for anyone whose health 
and wellbeing has been 
affected during the COVID-19 
pandemic. It provides 
information and contact 
details for mental health 
support, financial services, 
food relief, housing assistance, 
medical services and more. 
melbourne.vic.gov.au/
communitysupportdirectory

SELF-GUIDED WALKS 
Explore the city at your own 
pace with our new suite of self-
guided walks. The new maps 
are a great way to explore 
gardens, laneways, street arts 
and hidden gems in the city 
and inner suburbs. whatson.
melbourne.vic.gov.au/walks

NEW PLAYGROUND OPENS 
The new play space at JJ 
Holland Park is now open, 
featuring three new play 
spaces, a new play bridge, 
space-net, monkey bars and 
a flying fox. The space also 
includes new BBQ, seating and 
picnic facilities.

COUNCIL MEETINGS
Watch meetings live from 
wherever you are thanks to 
our live-streaming capability. 
Tune in live or catch up later. 
Find all the details about 
Council and committee 
meetings at 
melbourne.vic.gov.au/
aboutcouncil



Before the construction of the 
Victoria Dock in the 1890s, 
trading ships that were able 
to navigate the winding Yarra 
(and later the Coode Canal) 
would berth at the wharves on 
either side of the Yarra, beyond 
Spencer St. 

This photograph (taken around the late 19th 
or early 20th century) features Queen’s Wharf 
(in the foreground) and Prince’s Wharf (in the 
background). These regally named wharves 
were between the natural reef known as the 
Falls (where Queen’s Bridge now stands) and 
Spencer St. This image features both wharves 
flanked by ships, with Queen’s Wharf bustling 
with horse-drawn carts ready to deliver its car-
go to the next location. If you look carefully in 
the foreground, you’ll notice a dust bin labelled 
“MHT”, likely the property of the Melbourne 
Harbour Trust, dating this photo sometime 
after 1877. 

Both wharves have had varying histories. 
Queen’s Wharf dates back to the earliest days 
of European settlement in the 1830s. Back then 
boats had to be tied to posts along the Yarra 
bank to avoid drifting away. Captain George 
Cole is credited as having the first private 
wharf in 1841, known as Cole’s Wharf, but de-
mand would see the first public wharf, Queen’s 
Wharf,  be built in 1842. Made of bluestone 
foundations and timber boards, it cost 
£80,000. By the late 1860s more wharf accom-
modation was needed, and Queen’s Wharf was 
in need of repair.  The Argus  (August 2,  1870) 
once reported that the wharves were becoming 
dilapidated due to the quality of timber used, 
and that the Cole’s Wharf area had become “the 
receptacle for any rubbish that may be thrown 
there.”

At the same time, the south bank of the 
Yarra grew from sparse river bank to a growing 
manufacturing town. Ships moored there for 
various reasons in the past, but with the north 
bank full, the south bank was becoming an 
enticing solution to the wharfage issue. A depu-
tation of Emerald Hill (now South Melbourne) 
locals to the Commissioner of Public Works 
in 1868 (The Herald, August 14) argued that 
unloading all the goods on the Melbourne side 
of the Yarra meant a detour across the river to 
reach the businesses on the south bank. Adding 
to the problems was that there was barely 
room for ships to turn at the Falls and the 
shallowness of the river. The latter issue was 
raised by an 1869 deputation of the Victorian 
Shipowners Association to the Commissioner 
of Customs (The Herald, October 15), pointing 
out that the build-up of silt caused many ships 
to be “frequently dragged on the bottom at their 
moorings”.

 Such complaints prompted the government 
to start plans to widen the Yarra and construct 
new permanent wharves. The construction that 
began in late 1870 saw Queen’s Wharf extended 

to 389 feet (or 119 metres), and stretch as far as 
Spencer St, using sturdier redgum piles and a 
timber platform of 18 feet 6 inches (followed by 
23 feet of bluestone). As for the South Wharf, 
the first contract went to Young, McGuigan 
and Co, with initial plans for an all-bluestone 
wharf that stretched 154 feet (47  metres) 
from Falls Bridge (now Queen’s Bridge).  The 
Argus  (August 2, 1870) also revealed plans to 
widen portions of the Yarra “by as much as 
140  ft” (43  metres) including an area “from 
below the basin (likely where the Falls were) to 
the end of the Australian Wharf” so ships had 
more room to turn.

While Queen’s Wharf’s construction was 
done in a few months, the construction of 
a  wharf  on the southern bank  was a different 
story. While making initial excavations to 
create the new quay wall and widen the river 
(using the bank as a coffer dam), the piles 
were discovered to be embedded in quicksand 
instead of rock, causing the excavation to 
flood. Then the bank collapsed, delaying work 
until a second contract had to be put in and 
construction was shifted lower down the river. 
The work that followed involved excavations, 
stones being broken for masonry, a steam pump 
that sucked out excess water, divers to dig out 
piles, and even explosives. Notably, construc-
tion also included the government steam crane 
(seen far right of photo), constructed in 1874. 
It stood on a pyramid of bluestone and with a 
capacity to lift up to 50 tonnes (later 70 tonnes), 
would often carry ship boilers and other heavy 
objects. It was moved to North Wharf in 1922 
where it continued to lift trains until the 1950s 
and was withdrawn in 1962.

The initial wharf was finished by 1876, but 
it was only the beginning. The Harbour Trust 
took over wharf improvements, and between 
1876 and 1882, around 1514 feet (461 metres) 
of extra wharfage  was  built, and another 600 
feet (183 metres) would be added beyond Duke’s 
Graving Dock. It was a timely addition during 
a time when  87 per cent  of Victoria’s whole 
shipping (or more than one million tonnes) 
arrived at the ports of Melbourne. The wharves 
east of Clarendon St would be lumped in with 
the western wharves as South Wharf, until a 
Harbour Trust meeting in 1885 altered a previ-
ous resolution, giving Prince’s Wharf its more 
regal name. 

These wharves would continue to remain 
busy until the opening of Spencer Street Bridge 
in 1930, limiting the types of ships that could 
squeeze that far. However, while both are no 
longer the busy wharves of their heyday, they 
have fortunately found new purpose. Queen’s 
Wharf now houses the Aquarium and Batman 
Park, while Southbank is taken up by the hotels, 
eateries and slot machines of Crown Casino •
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Maritime is gaining 
recognition

Melbourne Maritime Heritage Network (MMHN) sincerely 
thanks Docklands’ iconic Magnet Gallery for enabling the 
eagerly anticipated Ferries of Melbourne: Past, Present, 
Future – Good, Better, Best? forum to go ahead in its 
COVID-safe location on June 23. 

The program effectively encapsulated the 
MMHN “ferry agenda”. First, Bruce Gooley, 
well-known U3A presenter, researcher and 
writer on maritime heritage, comprehensively 
described and illustrated Melbourne’s energetic, 
colourful, successful and safe ferry “scene” in 
days gone by. 

Second, MMHN board member, maritime 
lawyer Assoc. Prof. Dr David Goodwin (VU), 
led an expert panel discussion to unpack the 
current ferry situation. Panelists included 
ferry operator Matt McDonald (CEO Searoad 
Ferries), ferry regulator Gareth Johnson 
(Transport Safety Victoria), ferry infrastructure 
Jamie Gillingham (Development Victoria), and 
waterways management Adam Buchholtz (City 
of Melbourne), while joining us by Zoom was 
safety and licensing Brad Roberts (Australian 
Maritime Safety Authority). 

The audience presented provocative, 
well-informed questions to the panel, asking 
in essence: How can we enable an expansion 
of Melbourne’s ferry services? What is getting 
in the way? How can these impediments be 
overcome? Issues raised included infrastructure 
(deficit and neglect), zealous regulation and 
constraint – and frustrating state government 
“amnesia” around recognising waterways as 
a public asset. An important contribution to 
MMHN on relation to ferries came from partic-
ipants in the MMHN interns program – three 
Monash University Business Masters students, 
Khushboo Majmundar, Ashik Shajahan and 
Srikar Vishnu, conducted an investigation into 
the current state of our ferries. Access to this 
research and a recording of the Ferries Forum 
in due course on: mmhn.org.au.

Regrettably ferry operator, Murray Rance 
(Little Group/Port Phillip Ferries) was unable 
to join the Expert Panel, but his Channel 7 
interview is illuminating and optimistic. See: 
https://fb.watch/6iV3ed1odx/ 

MMHN recognises that Docklands is a key 
element in Melbourne’s rich maritime heri-
tage. We advocate at EVERY opportunity that 
the multiple authorities governing Docklands 
should also demonstrate their recognition of 
this and recognise that Docklands is a unique 
waterways Precinct. These authorities in-
clude: Development Victoria, Parks Victoria, 
Melbourne Water, Tourism Victoria, City of 
Melbourne. This is a “no brainer” to many of 
us. Docklands cannot thrive unless there is a 
radical re-focus by those managing Docklands. 
Momentum is gathering. There is obvious 
benefit in activating this under-developed and 
under-valued public asset – our waterways. 
More needs to be done – urgently. Waterways 
infrastructure investment and urban planning 
has to prioritise waterways activation. The state 
government should be backing ferry expansion 
NOW as valuable public transport and tourism 
options. MMHN invites all Docklands residents 
to contact us – share your ideas, proposals, and 
views on expanding the ferry network. Email 
info@mmhn.org.au. The future recovery and 
prosperity of Docklands is NOT just about 
land-based real estate, it’s about optimising the 
unique location – and that is ALL about the 
water. The economic and social benefits recog-
nising this are obvious. 

This month MMHN made two submissions 
of interest to Docklands residents to the City 
of Melbourne – both support waterways acti-

MELBOURNE MARITIME HERITAGE NETWORK

Jackie Watts
CHAIR OF MELBOURNE MARITIME 
HERITAGE NETWORK

JACKIEWATTS@NETSPACE.
NET.AU

❝

❝

vation. The first submission was to the Draft 
Economic Development Strategy 2031 (DEDS). 
MMHN found that although key priorities were 
identified in the DEDS, it argued that the City 
of Melbourne should recognise, build upon and 
optimise the value of all existing assets, both 
physical and cultural, but there are deficiencies 
in the economic equation in relation to wa-
terways. We argued that the key priorities, as 
outlined in the DEDS, failed to adequately rec-
ognise the economic value of particular “assets” 
within Melbourne – our multifaceted maritime 
heritage, the maritime industry and waterways. 
Such assets are, if properly understood, rec-
ognised and addressed, capable of contributing 
much to the economy and more generally to the 
“brand” of Melbourne. 

Our second submission to the City of 
Melbourne proposed an opportunity to activate 
the Docklands at minimal cost by relocating the 
vessel, Steve Irwin.  Due to degeneration of the 
wharf, the vessel must leave Williamstown. In 
collaboration with Offshore & Specialist Ships 
Australia (OSSA), MMHN proposed that the 
Steve Irwin be towed to, and berthed (perma-
nently or for an agreed term) somewhere in 
Docklands at a location with public transport 
access with no financial requirement of the 
council except berth or mooring support (to 
be negotiated). MMHN argued that the pres-
ence of the vessel would enliven the maritime 
precinct: The appeal of the vessel is irrefutable 
and Docklands residents will fondly recall the 
vessel in Victoria Harbour. Financially, it would 
bring activation throughout Docklands in a 
number of ways. MMHN encourages residents 
of Docklands to make their views known. Email 
info@mmhn.net.au

Congratulations are in order!
In the 2021 Queen’s Birthday Honours 

awards this month MMHN board member Dr 
Liz Rushen was awarded an AM (Community 
History and Heritage Preservation) and Dr Peter 
Harris (Alma Doepel) was awarded an OAM 
(Maritime Heritage Preservation). Maritime 
heritage is gaining recognition – one activist at 
a time. We sincerely congratulate them both for 
the important work they do for us all •

HISTORY

Ashley Smith

RESEARCHER
ROYAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF 
VICTORIA

A couple of royal wharves
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COUNCILLOR PROFILE

The community councillor 
An educator, publican, family man and proud member of the Flemington-Kensington Bowls Club – you’d struggle to find a more 
community-minded councillor than Davydd Griffiths. 

words by Sean Car

Originally from Bendigo, the Flemington 
resident has lived and worked in the City of 
Melbourne for much of his life since first mov-
ing to the city as a uni student in the 1990s. 

Since then he has worked as a secondary 
school teacher having previously taught at 
Mac.Robertson Girls High School. And in 
more recent years, he has earned his living in 
hospitality. 

Now operating two venues in Kensington 
and West Melbourne, the renowned local publi-
can said he first entered the world of hospitality 
through an unlikely source …

“I basically got into hospo by becoming vol-
untary president of the Flemington-Kensington 
Bowls Club back when the coffers there were 
empty. I love having a roll. I still bowl down 
there,” he said. 

“I had to learn how hospo works just to keep 
the doors open. Yes, the beers are cheap but we 
also went down the craft beer road very early 
which was controversial back in the day, don’t 
you worry about that … it’s probably still con-
troversial now!” 

“As a publican, people speak to you very 
directly. It just means you’re encountering ev-
eryone in society, regardless of the issues. It’s 
not just people who naturally tend to come to 
council and pitch their needs. You hear every-
one’s needs.”

But while he’s passionate about his local com-
munity, he said education was the driving force 
which first drove him into politics and joining 
the Labor Party. 

The first-time councillor was elected to the 
City of Melbourne at last year’s elections on 
Labor’s endorsed council ticket, and he has been 

able to apply his passion as chair of the council’s 
education and innovation portfolio. 

“In one sense, to come full circle and have 
that [education] as my portfolio at the City of 
Melbourne sort of returns back to the issues 
I started my public policy career around,” Cr 
Griffiths said. 

With the city on its knees after a fourth 
COVID lockdown and key issues such as draw-
ing international students back to Melbourne 
high on the agenda, Cr Griffiths’s experience in 
education and business provides a valuable mix 
on this council. 

In addition to attracting international stu-
dents back to the city, he said he was particular-

ly keen to use the council’s auspices to continue 
advocating for big changes that would see more 
education, training and employment opportu-
nities provided in the municipality.

“The latest most liveable city in the world-
type rankings [show] Melbourne was still 
getting 100 out of 100 in the education area. 
When I talk to locals around here with the new 
school opening in Docklands, the new school in 
North Melbourne, it just re-emphasises the fact 
that people expect high-quality education from 
preschool right through to U3A.”

“It seems foolish to me to have jobs at the 
hospitals or the universities going out to places 
such as Werribee, where people from Werribee 

are coming into the city to do a job that a resi-
dent in the city could take on.”

“It’s that type of reimagining of the roles 
of what local education can be about. It’s that 
notion of worker housing, which is an import-
ant component when you think about how 
expensive some housing in the city is and how 
that precludes people of certain jobs including 
nurses, young doctors and others who can’t live 
in the city.”

The husband of former state Member for 
Melbourne Jennifer Kanis and father to nine-
year-old son Blake, Cr Griffiths said he loved 
getting out and experiencing the city with his 
family at every opportunity. 

And as one of six new councillors on the City 
of Melbourne, he said one of the silver linings 
to come out of the pandemic was how it had 
forced the council to come together and work 
positively for the community right from the 
outset. 

“It doesn’t matter whose good idea it is, ev-
eryone is supporting all of those initiatives that 
help local residents recover and local workers to 
get jobs and local businesses to keep the doors 
open,” he said. 

“It has to be about ensuring that various areas 
within Melbourne still have a sense of commu-
nity about them that’s meaningful at a time of 
rapid change, even before COVID came along. I 
think that’s a really positive thing.” •

Bouquets and brickbats
Coming out of our fourth lockdown makes you appreciate just 
how lucky we are to live in an area which offers so much. 

COVID-19 has changed our lives forever and it 
seems it’s going to be with us for years to come. 
We can only hope that the vaccinations should 
make us more safe to deal with this horrible 
virus, but sadly the roll out is going too slow.

Living where we do, the lockdowns don’t 
seem as bad as there is always something hap-
pening and the Yarra River offers a calming 
influence to help your mental state.

Our sincere thanks go out to all those busi-
nesses that have stayed open even with limited 
opportunities and it’s probably at a financial 
cost to them so it’s now encumbered on all of 
us to repay them by way of increased patron-
age and support. We are so lucky to have such 
excellent businesses that offer a wide variety 
of options.

“Bouquets and brickbats” to the City of 
Melbourne and my sincere thanks again to Cr 
Kevin Louey who is a man of his word and for 
following up items.

I complained to the council about the dan-
gerous situation when paving is wet and ex-
tremely slippery. I was first told there was no 
budget to fix it and my reply was, “there will 
need to be a budget if you get sued if someone 
is injured!” Well, soon after the council began 
to put a non-slippery surface to rectify the 
problem. Thank you so much. 

I love the idea of Lime electric bikes intro-
duced by City of Melbourne but hate the way 
they are dumped everywhere. Even though 
they are not as bad as the old O Bikes, they 
are quite unsavoury left on footpaths and 

sometimes in dangerous positions. In can’t un-
derstand why the blue bikes were removed as at 
least they had a home base and looked so much 
tidier but I guess there was a reason.

Also another brickbat is the replacement of 
another form of gravel opposite Tower 8 and 
Point Park after being told by council officers 
they would consider bitumen paths.

We all know how windy it gets with the high-
rise wind tunnels which spread the gravel on 
paths and makes them slippery and dangerous.

To finish with bouquets I must congratulate 
the council and Lord Mayor Sally Capp for all 
the support they have offered businesses during 
the very trying times of shutdowns and all the 

promotions the council have done to bring 
vitality back to all parts of the city.

Thank you to Docklands News for highlight-
ing again the “Zombie Bridges” in its last edi-
tion as this is still a major concern to residents 
on both sides of the river at Docklands and 
Yarra’s Edge.

The proposed tram bridge and now the 
suggested freight bridge adjoining Bolte Bridge 
would almost certainly render the marina unvi-
able. Enough is enough. Both the state govern-
ment and the City of Melbourne need to come 
clean on their proposals as the uncertainty 
goes back many years and it’s quite unfair on 
residents and boat owners. We deserve to have 

answers. It’s not that hard.
Another item which is still creating much 

interest with residents at Yarra’s Edge is having 
their own postcode of 3007 as there is much 
confusion when ordering Uber and Food deliv-
eries. Also, many people see Yarra’s Edge as its 
own entity and a suburb in its own right •

 ▲ Resurfacing of the promenade.  ▲ Lime bikes.
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AND FOUNDER OF HOUSING ALL 
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Reducing homelessness in the City of Melbourne

Welcome to the second last 
article of our 12-part series 
which will attempt to explore 
the role that housing can and 
should play within Australian 
society and why it is important 
to our economy that we house 
all Australians, rich or poor. 

This series intends to draw on a range of perspec-
tives centred around housing and homelessness. 
We will hear a range of views from business, the 
not-for-profit sector and hopefully government, 
as to why they believe housing is an important so-
cial and economic building block for Australia’s 
future prosperity.  

This month we have asked Melbourne’s Lord 
Mayor Sally Capp to share her thoughts around 
why the objective around housing all Australians 
is important, especially within the City of 
Melbourne …

Surviving a Melbourne winter without safe 
and warm accommodation is a brutal challenge 
that too many Melburnians are forced to en-
dure each year. 

Reducing homelessness remains one of my 
top priorities. Melbourne is a caring city but 
we need to do more to help and support those 
experiencing homelessness – particularly those 
sleeping rough on our streets each night. 

During the height of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, we witnessed what was possible when differ-
ent levels of government, service providers and 
the local community agreed on mutual goals 
and cooperated to deliver a stellar outcome. 
Everyone sleeping rough on our city streets was 
offered accommodation in inner-city hotels. 

This was not a perfect solution but it showed 
what was possible when we focused on what 
could be achieved rather than the reasons why 
something couldn’t be done. That same spirit 
of cooperation remains but it is true that more 
people have returned to sleep rough on our city 
streets. 

We have already shown how quickly and 
effectively we can reduce the number of peo-
ple experiencing homelessness when critical 
circumstances, such as a pandemic, demand 
action. We cannot lose this momentum and I 
am committed to continuing my campaign of 
advocacy and delivery on this issue. 

Unlike some neighbouring councils, the 
City of Melbourne wants to secure as much 
of the Victorian Government’s $5.3 billion 
Big Housing Build investment into social and 
affordable housing as we can. 

We want more of the investment in public 
housing by the government delivered within 
our municipality and we want more investment 
in affordable rentals from the private-sector 
and community housing providers. 

The City of Melbourne has commissioned 
research on the current level of affordable 
housing within the municipality and lon-
ger-term consequences if we don’t act now. 
In 2019, it was estimated that we had a short-

fall  of 5500  affordable homes  in the  City of 
Melbourne. By 2036, this shortfall will grow to 
23,200 affordable homes.

These are more than just numbers and statis-
tics. Every time that number increases it means 
a Melburnian or a local family misses out on 
the accommodation they need to have a secure 
future in our city. 

There is a wide range of people who ex-
perience homelessness. People experiencing 
financial hardship, domestic violence, mental 
health and other acute health issues are forced 
to sleep on our streets, live in their cars or are 
constantly on the move between friends and 
acquaintances never really knowing how long 
they are welcome. 

Secure and affordable housing options for 
everyone in need is the right thing to do and 
is also the best investment we can make. Every 
dollar invested into housing saves multiple 
dollars needed to deliver services over the long 
term. Homelessness is often cited as a complex 
issue with complex solutions but it’s really quite 
simple: people deserve a safe place to sleep 
every night and cannot address their problems, 
and ultimately flourish, without appropriate 
accommodation. 

The City of Melbourne is continuing to work 
on a project to deliver an increase in the number 
of beds available for those sleeping rough, with 
appropriate support services. We are hoping to 
be able to announce the details of this soon. 

Our city has been through a devastating 18 
months. We started 2020 with thick choking 
smoke from the national bushfire crisis and then 
Melbourne was hit harder than any other city in 
Australia by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The challenges to overcome can some-
times seem insurmountable but I am always 
buoyed by the courage, resilience and spirit of 
Melburnians. 

During the most difficult period that we have 
faced as a city for generations, there have been 
so many stories of individuals that have gone 
out of their way to care for family, friends, 

neighbours, colleagues and even total strangers. 
We are a city that is distinctive because we be-

lieve in, and invest in, the connections we make 
with other Melburnians. 

I want to encourage everyone to consider how 
best each of us can help a fellow Melburnian 
experiencing homelessness this winter. 

Starting with a genuine conversation that can 
literally be life-changing for someone who is 
experiencing homelessness.

Not just “we can do this”, but “we must do 
this” Melbourne.

I hope you found the above perspective by 
Melbourne’s Lord Mayor interesting and insight-
ful. While what was said may not align with 
our view of the world, we all need to listen and 
digest what is said by others in order to find com-
mon ground. This is why we are focusing on the 
fact that the provision of shelter is a fundamental 
human need (not human right) and without that 
need being met, we have unintended social and 
economic consequences that will span generations. 

We have been working with the Lord Mayor 
and her Team on “the project” she referred too, 
and we have a group of amazing organisations 
that have offered their skills and expertise and 
skills, which would normally equate to around 
$3.5 million in costs, on a pro bono basis to help 
vulnerable Melbournians.

As I said in my first article, doing nothing is 
NOT AN OPTION! We need to act and we need 
to act now. All of us need to be part of the solu-
tion so please feel free to write to me with your 
thoughts:  info@housingallaustralians.com.au 
•

❝

❝

SKYPAD LIVING

Dr Janette Corcoran
APARTMENT LIVING EXPERT 

LEARN MORE ON FACEBOOK.COM/
SKYPADLIVING/

Vertical villages – “what a waste” 
“From 1 July 2021, the state 
government will increase the 
Victorian Municipal Landfill 
Levy”. 

For vertical villages, the new financial year 
brings an initial increase of 61 per cent in our 
waste service fees, followed by a 19 per cent 
increase in July 2022. This means that as from 
July, we will be paying $105.90 per tonne 
of waste destined for landfill, increasing to 
$125.90 per tonne in July 2022.  Reassuringly, 
materials sent for recycling will not attract the 
levy – unless they are deemed “contaminated”, 
meaning they too will go to landfill. 

The stated purpose of this new landfill levy 
is to provide additional and ongoing funding to 
support the efforts of government, industry and 
the community to reduce waste. The rationale 
is:

“Landfill levies create an incentive for waste 
generators to investigate ways to reduce the 
amount of waste they generate and dispose of 
to landfill”.  

So, the challenge becomes, how can we ver-
tical villagers improve our waste management, 
and decrease amounts destined for landfill?

Already many of our buildings have an array 
of facilities such as charity bins, e-waste bins 
and recycling bins. But there are growing com-
plaints from waste collectors that these bins are 
“contaminated”.

And what is  this contamination? This is 
when items are placed in the wrong  bin. It 

includes items that belong in a different  recy-
cling stream (such as glass in the cardboard bin), 
and materials that are not currently recyclable, 
such as textiles. 

Our first step, then, is to look at what our 
respective buildings currently send to landfill, 
including identifying the major contaminants 
in our various recycling bins. 

For instance, charity bins are intended for 
clothing that is in good condition and suitable 
for further use. Excluded are textiles, such as 
old sheets. However, increasingly our build-
ings are receiving pushback from the charities 
regarding the amount of unusable items placed 
in these bins. This means that we need to give 
thought as to how better direct items, such as 
old towels, possibly setting up an arrangement 
with local animal shelters. 

E-waste bins are for household items with a 
plug, cord or battery, such as toasters, comput-
ers and TVs. Excluded here are items such as 
commercial batteries, meaning car batteries are 
definitely not accepted. A common complaint 
here is that non-electrical household items are 
placed in these bins, including mops and um-
brellas!  However, what might also impact on 
this category is the emerging “right to repair” 
movement. Due to concerns that consumer 
product repairs are becoming progressively 
more difficult, thereby increasing this type 
of waste, the Productivity Commission has 
recently released a draft report (June 11, 
2021), assessing the case for a right to repair in 
Australia, which may go some way to reducing 
our growing e-waste. pc.gov.au/inquiries/
current/repair/draft.

In terms of our general recycling bins, these 
are for items such as hard plastic containers, 
aerosols and aluminium / steel cans. The big-
gest issue here is contamination via plastic bags 
which people use to collect their recyclables. 
Our challenge then is to make clearer the mes-
sage that items must be placed “loose” into the 
bin, not in plastic bags. Indeed, soft plastics 
can have their own bins. Added to this, there is 
another change coming to our recycling bins. 
Citywide has committed to introducing a glass 
collection service in the coming months, which 
means vertical villages will need to educate 
residents that glass will no longer be accepted 
in the general recycling bins – or we risk them 
being deemed contaminated!

Our vertical villages also typically offer hard 
waste collection points. These areas are for 
items such as white goods, household furniture 
and used mattresses. With the number of move-
in and move-outs that occur in vertical villages, 
our hard waste areas frequently reach capacity 
early every month. While we are encouraged to 
sort these items into furniture that could be of-
fered to new residents (e.g. shelving, tables, etc), 
the great challenge here is space. In fact, many 
buildings already actively encourage residents 
to reuse hard waste items, but we lack the ca-
pacity to store these items longer term. Added 
to this, our buildings also typically lack spaces 
where minor repairs to these discarded items 
can be undertaken, nor is there easy access to 
needed tools. Together this means it is easier 
to discard these items than to encourage their 
second life. 

This now leaves everything else going to 

landfill – including polystyrene, crockery, nap-
pies and food scraps. However, organic waste 
(e.g. food scraps) is now being targeted as a 
category that can be diverted from landfill, with 
the City of Melbourne introducing a new food 
and organics collection service.  

Unfortunately for vertical villages, the initial 
focus is upon residents living in houses and 
single-storey apartment blocks. The reason 
given for this is that the data gathered will help 
determine the demand and requirements for 
future rollout across the municipality. 

But with the differences between household 
living and high-rise living being great, there are 
questions as to how transferable these learnings 
will be. 

Fortunately, there are some initiatives specif-
ically targeting our vertical villages, with one 
involving an apartment-based organic waste 
audit. This aims to ascertain the specific make-
up of our organic waste. The idea here is that 
this information can then be used to design the 
most appropriate in-building treatment for our 
most common types of organic waste – be this 
cooked rice, lemon rinds or old pizza. 

This column will report upon the progress of 
this initiative as the project advances •
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A Yunique approach to tea
words by Jack Hayes

Bubble tea. It’s the sweet, colourful, and some-
times addictive drink that is taking over the 
globe, and now Docklands. 

Since opening just over a month ago at The 
District Docklands’ Market Lane, Yunique Tea 
has already garnered the title from some cus-
tomers as the “best bubble tea in Melbourne.”

For owner Harry Lin, the response to his is-
land store, which is the brand’s fourth location 
in Melbourne, is confirmation the bubble tea 
craze has well and truly arrived in Docklands. 

“We have been open for about one month 
and, already, the response has been great,” Mr 
Lin said. “We opened our first bubble tea store 
in Glen Waverley three years ago and are slowly 
growing our franchises.”

“All of our drinks are ordered and made on 
the spot. The black sugar pearls take two hours 
to prepare. It is a long process, but something 

that can’t be rushed. For some other brands, 
preparing the pearls will take half an hour, but 
here we are unique by taking a bit more time.” 

Yunique Tea has four locations across 
Melbourne, with the other two locations on 
Swanston St and A’Beckett St, the brand is 
internationally recognised with more than 300 
locations across 15 countries. 

Although widely debated, the origins of bub-
ble tea date back to 1980s Taiwan and according 
to Fortune Business Insights, the global bubble 
tea market is projected to reach $4.27bn by the 
end of 2026.

Mr Lin and his team at Yunique Tea have ad-
opted a mainland Chinese method, which uses 
a mixture and combination of tea, milk, black 
sugar pearls and fresh fruit. 

“We use the best quality black sugar you can 
find, which is unrefined brown sugar. It is a 
much healthier option than your typical white 
or brown sugar,” Mr Lin said. 

“We also want to be 
able to provide a little 

extra for our customers, 
not just our range of 

drinks but also deserts 
to accompany them like 
creme brulee and milk 

puddings.”

“We want Docklanders to come, take a look, 
find a surprise and try something new.” 

Yunique Tea is quickly becoming a staple for 
many locals craving their bubble tea fix.

According to new Yunique Tea convert and 
self-confessed connoisseur Lauren Mitchell, 
of all the bubble tea shops she had visited in 
Melbourne, Mr Lin and his team made the best. 
“I’ve been drinking bubble tea a long time; I 
love bubble tea, and this is definitely the best 
place,” 

“We come here pretty much every day. Today 
I’ve gone with watermelon, passionfruit and 
guava.”

You can visit Yunique Tea at Market Lane 
everyday between 11am and 7.30pm •

For more information visit, 
facebook.com/yunique.tea or 
call 0452 691 698. 

↥

One would be forgiven for taking a lull in 
capacity during 2020 due to a global pandemic 
as a time to rest, but for Ms Hunt and her team 
this period was spent refining their approach 
and developing their own “Sentia Family 
Framework”.  

“We are the first childcare that I know of in 
Victoria that has the ‘happy or not’ technology 
for children and parents. We provide them with 
a screen to select from a number of options, 
then we analyse the results after that and alter 
our program where needed,” Ms Hunt said.  

“It allows us to ensure the children, their 
families and our educators are as happy as they 
can be.”

“Our team is the heart of Sentia and our re-
lationships are a real point of difference with 
us. I did calculations recently and the average 
tenure is four-and-a-half years. That is unheard 
of in childcare.”

According to Ms Hunt, children at Sentia are 
instilled with a sense of agency the moment 
they first walk, crawl or are rolled through their 
doors. 

So much so, the refurbishment of its enor-
mous rooftop playground was co-designed 
with a landscape architect and their room two 

with children. 
Sentia’s program features a mixture of indoor 

and outdoor learning, as well as weekly incur-
sions, and excursions throughout Melbourne. 

“We have a great partnership with the 
Immigration Museum which sees our children 
visit for bilingual language time, and although 
they can’t always understand when the Hungry 
Little Caterpillar is being spoken is Mandarin, 
they love the sound and flow of it,” Ms Hunt 
said. 

“We make sure children of all backgrounds 
and cultures are considered and catered for in 
our program through our teaching, menu and 
other resources.”

“We are also inclusive of children with addi-
tional needs to ensure all children are welcomed. 
We understand it can be challenging, but that is 
where our training and expertise coming into 
play, so that no child is left behind.” •

For more information:
sentia.vic.edu.au

↥

Sentia: a balanced approach 
to early learning

words by Jack Hayes

Sitting on the northern banks of the Yarra, 
nestled between the Melbourne Aquarium, the 
Immigration Museum and Enterprize Park, 
you’ll find Sentia Early Learning: an oasis of 
industry-leading early childhood education. 

As a single, privately owned service, Sentia 
provides a tailored and balanced values-based 
model, designed around the needs of their chil-
dren, parents and educators. 

With 15 years of experience, Sentia boasts 
one of the most sought-after views in the CBD 
with views across the Yarra providing a bright 
and positive environment where children can 
explore, bond, and imagine. 

For Sentia Early Learning centre director 
Angela Hunt, the recently refurbished indoor 
and outdoor spaces offer the perfect canvas 
for a child’s development, empowering them to 
make decisions regarding their play, learning 
and social interactions.

“We pride ourselves on the environment we 
have created for our children and educators. But 
they are just a space, without the people,” Ms 
Hunt said.  

“We focus and treasure our relationships 
with families. It can be the case, if we have a 
family’s first child, second child or even third 
child, we can have up to a 10-year relationship 
with them. We become a part of their family 
which is a real privilege for us.”

Sentia follows the Early Years Learning 
Framework (EYLF) from birth to five years 
including a fully funded three and four-year-
old kindergarten program run by a qualified 
kindergarten teacher. Each child’s learning 
development is documented by the curriculum 
plan, their visual portfolios, reflection journals, 
newsletters, and projects on display.

The two-level centre has 
the capacity for 124 
children across seven 

rooms, with a recently 
installed commercial 

kitchen and fully 
qualified full-time chef 
preparing meals across 

the day. 

“We worked with local suppliers, too, at the 
Queen Victoria Market to ensure ingredients 
are fresh. Everyone knows when food tastes 
best when it’s prepared from fresh ingredients 
and prepared with love,” Ms Hunt said.

“We also offer a takeaway meal service for 
our families. They just jump on our website, 
order their family meal and when they pick up 
their children, they pick up their dinner; it is 
about helping our families balance their busy 
lives.”

Ms Hunt said although Sentia followed the 
EYLF, her team had curated a program that 
extracted the best of all teaching philosophies 
such as the Reggio Emilia approach, which sees 
the environment as a third teacher, as well as 
using elements of Steiner and Montessori in 
their educating. 
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HEALTH AND WELLBEING

Our Dentists:
Dr. Pia Oparkcharoen – MDS (Adelaide) 
Dr. Cindy Liang – DDS (Melbourne)

Services:
Check-ups (exam, scale 
and clean, X-Ray); 
children’s dentistry; 
teeth whitening; dental 
implants; root canal 
treatment; crown, bridge, 
veneer; dentures.

Mon-Fri 8:30-5pm     Sat: 9am-1pm 
57 Merchant St, Docklands (opposite Victoria Harbour Medical Centre) 
www.docklandsdentalstudio.com.au  –  ph 9021 9487  mob 0488 799 487

BOOK NOW ONLINE
docklandsdentalstudio.com.au

Zoom!  
Teeth Whitening

Now Available

Start from just 
$12 a day

Now AcceptingDENTIST

Dr Mike Edgley
CHIROPRACTOR

DOCKLANDSHEALTH.COM.AU

Exercising in winter – what 
you need to know

First, a round of applause to 
you for exercising in the often 
harsh and bitter season of 
winter!  

Glancing out the window at cloudy skies, rainy 
streets, and windswept trees can be enough to 
drive anyone back into their pyjamas and on the 
couch.

There are some great (and important) bene-
fits to braving the weather and getting outside 
and moving, but there are also some pro tips 
and precautions you should know before head-
ing out for your winter workout to keep you 
safe, healthy, and in optimal shape.

Warm up before you hit the cold 
Warming up your muscles before exercising 

should be part of your regular routine regard-
less of the season, but it is even more important 
during winter!

Colder temperatures mean your body must 
work harder to increase its core temperature 
and accommodate the weather, so skipping dy-
namic stretching and warm-ups in winter could 
lead to an increased risk of injury.

Dress for success 
Investing in some winter weather workout 

gear is well worth the money to ensure your 
body is supported to function at its best during 
exercise.

Getting your body wet during winter is the 
most efficient way to lose vital body heat and 
make you feel chilled to the bone – consider 
some wet weather workout gear and extremity 
protection such as rain jackets, moisture-wick-
ing clothes, beanies, gloves, and good quality 
shoes to shield you from this risk.

Focus on your breathing 
Your lungs aren’t generally big fans of breath-

ing in the cold and dry air of winter as it tends 
to irritate and narrow the airways which makes 
getting good quality breaths in more difficult, 
particularly for asthmatics.

While your lungs will eventually acclima-
tise to the change in season, it’s important to 
support them as much as you can. Try setting 
smaller goals, warming up properly, wearing a 
face covering to increase the moisture in your 
breaths, ensuring you have enough layers on 
over your chest, and carrying an inhaler with 
you if you suffer from asthma.

Wear bright/reflective gear 
Winter days are darker for longer, and often 

dim and hazy, resulting in poor visibility for pe-
destrians and vehicles alike. If you’re planning 
on heading out in the dark or on a day where 
visibility might be hindered, invest in some 
brightly coloured and/or reflective clothes to 
protect you from serious incidents and alert 
others to your presence.

Know when to call it 
Dedication to exercise during winter is ad-

mirable, but so is knowing your limits during 
tougher climates, and knowing when to call it 
quits altogether.

Check the weather and radar before you head 
out to ensure you’re not going head-on into 
harsh rain, hail, wind, or other extreme weather 
conditions that could put you at risk.

If you’re already committed and going at it 
full force, remember that your body is working 
harder during colder weather and pay attention 
to your limits  and when you should call it a day 

• 

❝

❝

Abby Crawford
LIFE@DOCKLANDSNEWS.COM.AU

ABBY’S ANGLE

Life lessons
Lessons are what you get when you don’t get 
what you want. Life lessons, apparently. At least 
that was what someone who was “trying” to 
help pointed out. 

“You just need to learn the lesson,” she said. 
What bloody lesson? The lesson that is there to 
be learnt when things go wrong.

It’s so infuriating. Somehow, when someone 
has done completely the wrong thing by you, 
you’re the one who has something to learn. I 
tell you what, sometimes you just want to be 
allowed to completely lose it in a fit of fury, take 
frustration out with some good plate smashing 
and scream profanities until you collapse in 
an exhausted heap. And then, if you so desire, 
let loose with a dramatic “humph” and release 
the crescendo of tears. And wait for someone 
to come and clean you up and cuddle you and 
fix it. I know, it sounds exactly like a three-year 
old tantrum. But a tantrum is what I wanted to 
have.

Instead, I’m “trying” to be an adult and see the 
lesson. This is what I’ve got so far …

1. People will rip you off. You might think 
you’ve got a good people radar; you might 
feel reassured by the contract and you 
might believe your due diligence means 
something. Let me tell you, if someone is 
going to rip you off, none of that matters.

2. Sometimes it doesn’t matter that you’re 
right, you still just have to move on. This 
one really is unfair. But the way it works 
is that there comes a point when you just 
don’t have the resources to fight for what 
is right. It’s not giving up – it’s seeing 
the situation for what it really is. If your 
contractor steals money from you and 
declares bankruptcy, there’s just shit all you 
can do about it.  

3. Waiting for karma to kick in can take a 
really, really long time. So, you just have to 
forget about it all and move on. After all, 
said contractor doesn’t care you’ve been 
set back by a few years by their fraudulent 
ways but staying angry and bitter is just 
prolonging the scenario in your own 
headspace and not theirs.

So that’s it, that’s the three lessons I got. A 
fairly bleak graduation in the school of being 
ripped off. And sadly, when you’re in the gradu-
ating class you turn around and realise there’s a 
hell of lot of other people who are in the same 
boat. And all you have is the lessons that were 
learnt. And it really isn’t fair, but you just have 
to get on with it. And when you do get on with 
it, it is a bit of a silver lining to see the people 
that step up to help work out the mess. The new 
contractors who go the extra mile, the friends 
and family who dust you off and get you back 
on your feet are actually a timely reminder of 
what really does matter in life.

So, my conclusion is that even though we 
sometimes just have to accept that terrible 
things have happened, the real lesson to re-
member is, “a lie doesn’t become truth, wrong 
doesn’t become right, and evil doesn’t become 
good, just because it’s accepted” – Rick Warren. 

Just hold your head high and walk on. 
Because sometimes, there’s just nothing you can 
do, and that’s okay. Pick your battles and leave 
the morally bankrupt in the gutters where they 
fall •

ABORIGINAL MELBOURNE

Delivering on the services Stolen 
Generations people say they need most 
words by Emma Hartley

For more information: 
koorieheritagetrust.com.au

“If Federation Square is supposed to be the 
social and cultural hub of Melbourne, then 
it couldn’t have any legitimacy unless it had a 
strong Aboriginal presence there,” Mr Hamm 
said. 

Mr Hamm is also chairperson of Connecting 
Home which has helped stolen generations 
people actually connect with the services they 
need.

“Because agencies weren’t talking to each 
other, they couldn’t even get access to services 
let alone their core issues dealt with,” Mr Hamm 
said.

Connecting Home has started to expand that 
support into the disability sector as a next step. 

“A lot of the stolen generations cohort are 
now ageing and also qualifying for the NDIS 
because they’ve got disability issues,” he said. 
“So, we’re working in that space as well.”  •

The state government dedicated $300,000 to 
cover the funeral costs of Stolen Generations 
people thanks to advice from the Stolen 
Generations Reparations Steering Committee.

Ian Hamm is a Yorta Yorta man who is chair-
person of the Stolen Generations Reparations 
Steering Committee, as well as chairperson of 
the Koorie Heritage Trust and has sat on many 
other boards.

“Stolen Generations people usually have 
worse life outcomes than the broader Aboriginal 
community which means that when they die, 
their families often don’t have enough money 
for a decent burial,” Mr Hamm said.

This initiative has only been the start of the 
Steering Committee’s work which has been 
preparing a report for the state government 
proposing initiatives for Stolen Generations 
people. 

Consultations with stolen generations peo-
ple across Victoria has shown the Steering 
Committee that priority issues not only include 
financial compensation but also program sup-
port and the intergenerational effects of the 
Stolen Generations.

“This kind of trauma inflicted on a commu-
nity can actually reverberate seven generations 
until it ripples out,” Mr Hamm said. “But we’re 
still basically in the first, second and third gen-
erations of when people were taken.”

“We’re not so much at the ripple-end effect of 
it. We’re at the tsunami end.”

Mr Hamm has been on the Koorie Heritage 
Trust board since 2013 and was with the Trust 
at its former location on Kings St. 

Now the Trust is in the Yarra building in 
Federation Square – a good move in Mr Hamm’s 
eyes because it positions them in the front and 
centre of Melbourne.
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Thank you, Shane
We were saddened to hear of the passing of Shane Scanlan, 
erstwhile editor of this masthead, and we readily recall how 
first we became involved with him. 

The November 2015 issue of this newspaper’s sister publication Docklands News 
contained an article about the owners’ corporation (OC) at Watergate apartments in 
Docklands mounting a Supreme Court appeal against a VCAT decision that meant OCs 
did not have the power to make rules prohibiting short stays.

A few days after the release of that issue, Shane saw our group having coffees and 
stopped to chat. Shane told us that in light of the Supreme Court action, which had re-
quired a special resolution to proceed, he recognised how committed we were to our 
goals. Before our lattes had cooled, it was decided that our group would be writing a 
regular column.

Two weeks later, We Live Here was launched, and it was under the aegis of this commu-
nity group that we have been contributing monthly columns ever since.

In the following years, Shane actively demonstrated his own commitment both to 
the community and to fair and balanced coverage by continuing to publish alternative 
viewpoints. We are grateful to Shane for headlining apartment living issues including 
short stays. And we are delighted that since Shane’s retirement two years ago, editor Sean 
Car has continued to provide residents with a voice through the We Live Here column 
published in three inner city newspapers. 

We will always remember and respect Shane as a leading member of the community, 
consummate editor, and friend. Vale Shane.

Lessons learned
The Watergate case, which was actually 

launched by the City of Melbourne, is some-
thing that is often misunderstood. The council 
wanted to stop apartments from being used 
as quasi-hotel accommodation, and issued 
building orders against 45 owners, who, mostly 
through commercial operators, were renting 
out their apartments for less than 30 days. The 
council’s orders were contested at the Building 
Appeals Board by the operators. The case even-
tually made its way to the Appeals Court with 
Watergate OC adjoined as an interested third 
party. It was only when the City of Melbourne 
case was overturned in the courts that the 

Watergate committee voted to test out its 30-
day rule in VCAT – a rule that had been inherit-
ed from the developer.

In spite of this, and until the intervention of 
COVID, short stays proliferated. Airbnb and 
other commercial operators took over the city 
supported by the state government and City of 
Melbourne in the name of the “sharing econo-
my” to the point where Melbourne became the 
most penetrated city in the world. 

As we have reported, the COVID pandemic 
shut down the short-stay industry almost over-
night in March 2020, simply because tourism to 
Melbourne and Victoria dried up.

When stage three lockdown was imposed in 

July 2020 Airbnb was listed by the Victorian 
Government Health Department as banned, 
with very few exemptions allowed. 

With the gradual coming out of lockdown late 
last year, attempts were made by some diehard 
operators to restart their businesses. However, 
by then, buildings had adopted COVID-safe 
building practices that were fundamentally 
incompatible with the modus operandi of 
short-stay operators. It was obvious that at a 
minimum, a registration system was essential. 

Frustratingly, nothing has eventuated despite 
being promised by the incoming council that a 
new residents’ forum would be established to 
give everyone a voice, including We Live Here.

Entire Melbourne apartment block in 
lockdown

So, violent parties have once again been 
reported, some with knives. Airbnb has cosied 
up to the police, while We Live Here has been 
trying for months to get a meeting with the new 
Minister for Consumer Affairs. 

In the meantime, Melbourne is again emerg-
ing from lockdown for the fourth time and now 
in very recent news a complex of about 100 
townhouse apartments in Southbank is home 
to at least six confirmed cases of COVID-19. 
Everyone is being tested and quarantined for 
14 days. 

The Health Department’s management of 
a relatively small complex of townhouses has 
been a huge undertaking. 

Imagine trying to manage a 40-storey 
apartment building with large common areas, 
multiple entrances, stairwells and lifts, housing 
COVID-positive patients and unknown short-
stay visitors. 

Surely now it must be made mandatory to 
have a register of all occupants in residential 
apartment buildings. How can this critical 
need be met when you have short-term visitors 
occupying apartments belonging to an absentee 
host? 

It is frighteningly obvious that short stays 
should not be permitted into Class 3 residential 
buildings. 

Adopt the 14+14 rule now!
The whole world knows that travellers can 

actually be infected with COVID while quar-
antined in a hotel. It has happened everywhere 
that hotel quarantine is practised. The federal 
government knows, the state government 
knows, the mainstream media knows, we all 
know.

And yet here in Australia, we keep trying 
the same quarantine protocols, expecting a 
different result. Isn’t that the cliched definition 
of stupidity?

And people living in apartments are the most 
likely demographic to suffer from the conse-
quences of this stupidity.

We put people in a hotel, with a percentage 
chance of catching COVID in the hotel, then 
after 14 days, the quarantine staff say, “See you 
later, off you go to the football and the shops!”

In other jurisdictions, travellers returning 
from overseas must spend 14 days in hotel 
quarantine and then another 14 days in self-iso-
lation at home, with another negative COVID 
test before you can step outside the door.

This 14+14 solution imposes a little more 
inconvenience on the hundreds of travellers 
affected and allows millions of people to keep 
going about their lives without a lockdown.

Campaign donations
As a not-for-profit organisation, donations 

from individuals and buildings keep our cam-
paigns going. To register as a supporter of We 
Live Here or to donate, please visit welivehere.
net. We Live Here does not accept donations 
from commercial tourism interests •

DOCKLANDER

Thinking big from a small apartment

Many high-rise dwellers are 
throwing themselves into work 
and remaking their businesses 
during the long periods 
of isolation brought about by 
successive lockdowns.

Rhonda Dredge
JOURNALIST

RHONDA@CBDNEWS.COM.AU

words by Rhonda Dredge

Linda Dugan, a resident of Victoria Point, runs 
a global clothing business from her apartment, 
manufacturing garments for nursing homes.

During  the lockdown, her business crashed 
when she lost connection with her manufacturer. 
Holed  up, like everyone, between four enclos-
ing walls, she threw herself onto the  internet 
and managed to sign up a new one in China.

“To keep going I had to search,” she said. “That 
entailed a lot of thinking in a different direction.” 
Prior  to the lockdown she had piggybacked 
on another Australian company with links 
in China but they stopped manufacturing.

“I’d  grown up in the clothing industry in 
storerooms in Flinders Lane where there was a 
lot of stuff on the shelves and you didn’t need to 
have a plan,” she said.

“Now six  months out, I have to know 

all facets of importing and timelines 
and I’m doing  it from my apartment.” 
The  story of Linda’s product, stored 
in warehouses in Dandenong and the 
United Kingdom, is a heart-rending tale of how 
the fashion industry is not just about  dress-
ing up the young but helping out the old. 
Linda worked as a swimwear buyer for Myers 
and used her knowledge of knit fabric to  de-
sign what she called a “petal-back nightie”. 

The  tragic reality of nursing home and pal-
liative care patients is that many are  too 
stiff to lift their arms over their head. 
“Because nurses concentrate on health care they 
don’t have enough time to worry about  ward-
robe. Nurses can  identify when someone is no 
longer able to dress  themselves. They can tell 
from the anxiety.”

Linda  designed a nightie for her own 
grandmother so that the shoulders were 
pulled  back to get it on and off. Two tu-
lip  petals overlap from shoulder to shoulder. 
She  began manufacturing and soon Petalback 
Clothing was selling thousands of  nighties. 
She  said the lockdown created a greater need 
because families were not allowed to  visit and 
there was less  awareness of patient’s needs. 
Linda  got a working permit to go to 
her Dandenong warehouse two days a 
week so she  could keep up with orders. 
“I used it to get out of my one-bedroom apart-
ment,” she said. “The change here is  dramatic. 
There used to be 5000  people coming into 
Docklands. When all the streets are dead quiet 
it’s like Armageddon. It’s incredibly lonely.” 
The business is Linda’s passion. “It can make a 
difference to people’s lives,” she said •

❝

❝
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Faces of 
Docklands
How did you celebrate getting out of the two-
week lockdown?

VIC FAM

I was just home – so boring. It’s still scary, too scary to 
go out.

CHRISTINE NIKOLIC

I went out for dinner at Matilda’s at St Kilda and went for 
a very long walk.

JANINE MCGRATH

I went to Bendigo on Wednesday for the Mary Quant 
fashion exhibition. We had a day trip and lunch at the 
gallery. 

ADRIAN KOHL

I’m regional and got 20 acres so I could happily stay home. 
But we had a big storm after lockdown, so I spent a lot of 
time with the chainsaw. 

CHAMBER UPDATE

Shane Wylie 
MEDIA DIRECTOR

DOCKLANDSCC.COM.AU

We will eventually be stronger

This has been the toughest of lockdowns, I think most people 
would agree. I’d personally started to feel a little bit better about 
the world. 

I know some businesses were planning on 
upscaling and those that were hurting noted 
they could see a change. Then we’re back into 
restrictions.

What’s the answer? Well, the greatest thing 
that I saw during the past month was the 
amazing reaction to the call for vaccinations. I 
remember walking past the Convention Centre 
one Sunday morning at 9am. Now the centre 
only opens at 9am and there was a line from 
Gate 4 all the way back across Spencer St and 
down Southbank. I came back later that day to 
understand that it was a six-hour wait, but that’s 
what we need to do.

So, I make this plea to everyone. The one 
thing we can all do right now to lessen the 
chance of us heading back into more devastat-
ing lockdowns is go get the jab, then follow it up 
with your second. Epidemiologically we need 
80 per cent of the population to be immune to 
the virus and that responsibility lays with every 
second individual, so please …

Chamber movements and council 
initiatives

We are currently in the process of creating 
a range of short videos to highlight the best of 
Docklands. We are very aware that Docklands 
is going to struggle more than anywhere to exit 
this. The theme of these videos is “This is my 
Docklands”. You may have seen Tim (Video 
Cowboys) and I out and about doing these 
shots. If you have any ideas to contribute to the 
theme, then please send them along to admin@
docklandscc.com.au

You will also have seen a good number of 
vacant shop fronts being decorated with artistic 
decals. The City of Melbourne has sponsored 
this initiative and the chamber has provided 
input and advice into the best locations. You’ll 
see a massive and beautiful example of these at 
351 Docklands Drive.

The Chamber also welcomed 16 new business 
members this past month, four of which are 
new businesses to Docklands. Membership to 
the chamber is free for all of 2021 and includes 
extensive exposure across our websites, social 
channels and newsletter.

Docklands Dollars
Docklands Dollars has continued to roll on 

and you’ll now be aware of the mirror pro-
gram – Melbourne Money. You can combine 
both if you are staying two or more nights 
in Docklands or you can take advantage of 
Melbourne Money by itself if you are a local. 
Be quick though, Melbourne Money is expected 
to be fully exhausted by mid-July. Docklands 
Dollars, however, is expected to continue for 
the rest of this year. Docklands Dollars is open 
for registration at a minimum every Thursday 
at midday – docklandsdollars.com.au •
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Tom Bacon
TOM BACON IS THE PRINCIPAL 
LAWYER OF STRATA TITLE 
LAWYERS.

TOM@
STRATATITLELAWYERS.
COM.AU

OWNERS’ CORPORATION LAW

Budget stamp duty concessions get sales rolling again
The Victorian Government 
announced new measures 
as part of its budget for the 
2021/22 year to incentivise 
homeowners and investors to 
speculate on new apartments in 
the Melbourne area.

The measures include widening the scope of 
the “off-the-plan” duty concession to cover 
higher value properties for purchases made 
under contracts entered into on or after July 1, 
2021, resulting in stamp duty savings. 

We have also seen an increase in the “off the 
plan” dutiable value ceiling to be raised from 
$750,000 for first home buyers to be raised to 
$1 million to all buyers.

There is also a 100 per cent stamp duty ex-
emption for purchases of new residential prop-
erty that has been unsold for 12 or more months 
since completion with a dutiable value of up to 
$1 million, which includes the Melbourne CBD, 

Docklands, Southbank, South Yarra and other 
popular Melbourne suburbs. For a $1 million 
apartment, this represents a saving of $27,500.

This is a positive change for those that wish 
to buy an apartment to live in, which should 
hopefully result in increased demand for apart-
ments, particularly in the CBD, and may in turn 
incentivise developers to green-light construc-
tion projects that they might otherwise land-
bank and otherwise wait for more favourable 
conditions.

However, beware home buyers that are look-
ing to purchase a new apartment for more than 
$2 million, as you should consider whether to 
enter into a contract before July 1, 2021, de-
pending on eligibility for the “off the plan” duty 
concessions.

By way of example, in the absence of any 
duty concessions, a home buyer looking to 
purchase a premium residential apartment 
in Victoria off-the-plan for $4 million on or 
after July 1, 2021 would be liable for duty of 
$240,000 based on the new premium stamp 
duty rate. However, if the off-the-plan contract 
is entered into before any construction starts, 
the buyer may only have to pay duty of $55,000, 

resulting in a saving of $185,000 (around 77 per 
cent).

In the above example, the buyer is in a better 
overall position by signing the contract on or 
after July 1, 2021 – if the buyer were to sign the 
contract prior to July 1, 2021, the buyer would 
not qualify for the off-the-plan duty concession 
and would have to pay duty of $220,000 (calcu-
lated at the rate of pre-July 1, 2021 rate of 5.5 
per cent, on the contract price of $4 million).

In my view, it is so important to increase the 
capital values of the existing apartments in 
Melbourne, as for far too long, the values have 
remained static relative to say, the cost of stand-
alone dwellings. 

The answer is not to pump the market with 
thousands more of new apartments. There is 
simple demand and supply economics to con-
sider. The Victorian Government needs to un-
derstand that investors and owners are rightly 
worried about combustible cladding, building 
defects and quality and the relative amenity and 
liveability of these apartments.

The best incentive to get owners and inves-
tors moving back into purchasing apartments 
is to improve governance and fix the cladding 

We need a local pub! 
“It is not just a thirst for a drink, it’s a thirst to 

meet and interact with others!” 
For  as long  as people have gathered,  pubs 

have always been an integral part of a commu-
nity. From Docklands’ inception, the Lounge 
(and its many reincarnations) was a significant 
part of the fabric of Docklands local commu-
nity. Unfortunately, the Lounge/NewQuay 
Hotel,  and James Squires  are no longer with 
us,  and the Woolshed has been taken from 
us. We  love our local restaurants, but they  are 
not a local pub! 

I have lived in Docklands since 2009. My cur-
rent local social network in Docklands is made 
up mostly of people that I met  at the Lounge 
Hotel!

Although  we  have  a  short local sto-
ry  and  pub  history in Docklands, it is cer-
tainly  a  lively one filled with many colourful 
characters. From the early days when Richo 
and Daff would be behind the bar, then Hasan, 
Monique, to John and Janine. 

So many local identities including Billy (his 
unquenchable thirst is legendary!) and the lovely 
Elaine, the beautiful Bev – everyone knows Bev! 
Mark, Paul and Lea O’Halloran, Vince, Soccer 
Joe, Harley Jo, Phil, Peter and Lynn, Helen and 
Bobby, Andrew, Stuart, Smally, Pommy James, 
the Gleeson and Woodruff clans, Evi and Lisa, 
Ross  and Leo, the Travaglini’s, the Andersons, 
a  former Police Commissioner,  and so many 
more. And sadly, some that are no longer with 
us; RIP John, Guy, and Brendo. 

The music  and bands, the  after work catch 
ups, the quiet Sunday afternoon sip. “I’ll meet 
you at the Lounge before we head to the footy” 
– and commiserate there afterwards! 

It is not just a thirst for a drink, it is a thirst to 
meet and interact with others. A pub is a place 
where new friends are made, and old relation-
ships cemented. When there is  a  local event 
or  a  major one, or just  a  quiet catch-up with 
friends, a pub is a place for friendships to flour-
ish and communities to gather. It is, I believe, an 
essential lifeline of any community. For some, 
Docklands is a vibrant community but unfortu-
nately for others, it can be a lonely place. 

Through the challenges and uncertainties of 
COVID-19, loneliness  and social isolation  are 
growing public health concerns and are signif-
icant risk factors for depression. A 2018 report 
conducted by psychologist Dr Peter Jonason 
from the University of Western Sydney, shows 
that individuals who have  a  “local” bar,  pub, 
hotel or club are more likely to be satisfied with 
life  and have broader friendship  and support 
networks.  Dr Jonason said there was little 
doubt that social interaction had a tremendous 
importance in people’s lives. “It  appears that 
having  a  ‘local’ can be good for your state of 
mind.’’ 

LETTERS

For many people, their local  pub  fulfils  an 
evolutionary  need  for human contact in  a  so-
ciety where such interactions  are becoming 
increasingly hard to find. The report found that 
people who have a local are more trusting and 
satisfied with life; have broader friendship and 
support networks and identify more closely 
with their community. 

There  are vacant commercial buildings that 
would be perfect,  and the local population 
can defiantly make such  a  venture viable. 
Investors and publicans please rest assured, that 
there’s plenty of locals who just need a pub at 
our door! 

Thirsty Docklander 

crisis. 
Once capital values start to rise, just you 

watch. I bet that thousands of existing apart-
ments will start to be bought and sold, because 
owners and investors will be able to cash in on a 
capital gain. This will fill the state’s coffers with 
stamp duty. 

I really do think the Victorian government 
missed the boat here. We all know that stamp 
duty revenue is needed to repair the budget 
and pay for all the infrastructure projects this 
government is committed to.

Instead, it is simply offering incentives to its 
developer mates to keep the apartment building 
pipeline going. What a spectacular missed op-
portunity •

only place for singing in the Docklands com-
munity. This is misleading.

Doubly troubling was the photo of the ven-
ue where Mr Welch’s choir was performing. 
I say this as, up until COVID restrictions the 
Community Hub at the Dock was the home of 
The Open Door Singers … on the same evening 
no less! 

When restrictions eased, the Open Door 
Singers were told that they could not use the 
Dock space and have relocated to the Mission 
to Seafarers’ building in Flinders St, though not 
without some challenges for our choir master.

I can only think that with Mr Jonathon 
Welch’s profile he was able to take precedence. 
I find the actions of the Community Hub, with 
whom The Open Door Singers had a pre-paid, 
12-month lease agreement, very questionable to 
say the least.

At the very minimum the article (with prop-
er research) could have been entitled “Another 
Community choir in Docklands” – as it is, no-
one would know there was a choice.  

Jennifer Cleal

Ban short-stays! Bring more residents!
Fill legitimate hotels and give restaurants 

and bars a boost. How? BAN SHORT-STAY 
IN MELBOURNE! Here are some compelling 
reasons to ban short-stay in the CBD now …

Ban short-stay and almost immediately, the 
city becomes the best value place to buy a home 
and to rent a home. This will replace empty 
tourist beds with CBD residents who work, live 
and spend in the city 24/7. Short-stay operators, 
hanging on for an upturn in tourism, hinder our 
city’s recovery, with their thousands of empty 
apartments. 

Ban short-stay and legitimate CBD hotels get 
the accommodation customers that they desper-
ately need, now and for the next few years. This 
will drive a bigger spend in CBD restaurants, 
bars, tourism and shopping. Visitors spend 
more staying in hotel than they do staying in an 
apartment. 

Ban short-stay now to minimise the pain 
of transition for the short-stay operators. 
Their expectations are low at this point, 
and some have already pulled out. Many are 
considering their options, and looking for 
tenants. Government has helped with the 
recent stamp duty reduction for CBD apart-
ments. Great! More can be done, with financial 
incentives for owners, buyers and tenants. 
Create a “Live in the CBD” media campaign. 
Ban short-stay and the apartment community, 
without thousands of tourists in their homes, 
will manage bio-safety far more stringently, 
avoiding the risk of disease transmission in 
apartment buildings. Legitimate hotels are far 
better places for tourists, to ensure contact trac-
ing, to contain transmission risk and support 

quarantine and isolation. This should not be the 
responsibility of the private apartment build-
ing’s owners’ corporation (OC). Nor should 
apartment residents be unnecessarily exposed 
to so many unknown people. 

Ban short-stay now and stop the party 
apartment tragedies. These are a disgrace and 
upsetting to many people, including residents.   
Ban short-stay now and we will have OCs inter-
ested in the community and the building. This 
will bring better management and maintenance 
to all CBD apartment buildings, that are cur-
rently controlled by short-stay lobbies, whose 
only motivation is money. 

It will also dissolve a huge amount 
of animosity in many buildings.    
Ban short-stay now, and owner residents and 
tenants will no longer have to pay for the main-
tenance caused by hordes of short-stay guests. 
Our survey shows a short-stay apartment can 
generate up to 25 times more wear and tear on 
lifts, carpets, hallways, walls, common areas, 
sport facilities etc than a residential apartment.

Owner residents who bought into 
“luxury” apartment buildings should not 
have to bear the brunt of this enormous 
cost while the short-stay operators can 
charge hundreds of dollars per night!      
Too many city apartments have been overrun 
by short-stay operators, who dominate the com-
mittees and abuse their power.

For example, my building in Docklands – of 
the 300 apartments, up to 100 were managed 
by with short-stay operators pre-COVID. At 
the AGM last year, there were 12 committee 
nominations – an automatic election. At the last 
minute, a 13th nominee (a short-stay owner) is 
added, forcing a vote. The result is an eight-per-
son committee with short-stay operators, 
through proxy stacking, voting OUT all who 
oppose their control. 

For five years, we have been trying to get a 
balanced committee. This is a RESIDENTIAL 
apartment building, not a rooming house. Yet 
the short-stay operators control all decisions 
about our building, cutting costs and projects 
to the bone, to save themselves money at a time 
where they have greatly reduced income. 

They have even turned our heating and cool-
ing off for almost a year now. That is how much 
they care about the residents. Similar situations 
are common in many CBD, Southbank and 
Docklands buildings, with short-stay lobbies 
shutting down any who get in their way.    

Ban short-stay apartments in Melbourne 
NOW! Give CBD apartments back to residents 
–  That is what they were built for!

Fill our city apartments with residents now. 
This will bring our city back to life quickly 
and help make us the envy of the world. 
Tony Moore 

•

How good is Docklands
Some questioned our decision four years 

ago to move from our family home in a quiet 
leafy Melbourne suburb to Forge apartments at 
Yarra’s Edge. To them, the idea of leaving con-
nections forged over 20 years was a step too far. 

Fast forward four years, throw in a global 
pandemic, a dog with dementia and exposure 
at a Tier 1 site and we were in a pickle! A 14-
day self-isolation meant our groceries had to be 
brought up and our dog needed to be walked 
three times a day. Residents, the building manag-
er and our wonderful cleaner Sam all pitched in. 
A total of 15 different people took turns. We even 
received a delicious home-made lunch one day!  
We are so grateful to live in such a wonderful 
community.

Kerrin

Not the only choir
To the Editor,
As a member of The Open Door Singers 

– Docklands Group I was very surprised and 
bemused to read your article in the May 2021 
issue No. 174, entitled “Community choir moves 
into Docklands”.

The Open Door Singers have been a commu-
nity choir in Docklands for at least seven years 
under the able leadership of Mr Shaun Islip and 
have provided entertainment for many events 
held in the local area over those years. 

Your article by Jess Carrascalao Heard would 
seem to suggest that the Docklands area was a 
blank canvas and that the new choir was the 
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10 YEARS ON

Looking back at Docklands News - 10 Years On
JULY  2011   ISSUE 66   

Pet’s Corner

❝

❝

A model canine

At first, Peter’s dog seemed polite and 
shy, but as soon as the camera was 
pulled out, she lived up to her name.

words by Emma Hartley

Model – a four-year-old golden retriever – was en-
joying one her twice daily walks around Docklands. 

Peter and Model live in a flat which is a tight fit for 
a dog of Model’s size.

“It’s not a lot of space,” Peter said. “But it’s enough. 
She still has a lot of playgrounds around.”

The two have been together since Model was one-
and-half years old. 

“She’s adopted,” Peter said. “Someone – probably 

students – didn’t need her anymore. I bought her for 
a thousand dollars.”

Despite Model’s enthusiasm for sniffing the cam-
era and spinning in circles for the lens, she is nor-
mally quite docile.

Peter said, “She likes to sleep. She doesn’t like to 
play with me.”

He unabashedly admitted, “she’s a lazy girl”.
But around people, she has shown herself to be 

enjoyable company.
“She’s wary,” Peter said. “But she’s very gentle” • 

DODO encouraged by 
Hastings decision
Defend Our Docklands Or ... (DODO) convenor Michael Lindell 
believes that the State Government’s decision to fast-track the 
Port of Hastings is good for Docklands.

DODO has been campaigning against a Port 
of Melbourne Corporation proposal to build 
a low rail bridge in front of the Bolte Bridge 
to connect its Webb Dock facility to its freight 
handling centre at Dynon.

The bridge plan is part of a plan to develop 
Webb Dock in future decades. But Mr Lindell 
says the early development of Hastings may 
mean this does not happen.

“What’s even more significant is the 
Government has severed the Port of 
Melbourne’s control over Hastings,” he said.

“Being freed from Port of Melbourne con-
trol gives Hastings the ability to compete with

Melbourne in the market place.”
“You’ve got to give credit to Minister 

Napthine for following through on his election 
promise,” Mr Lindell said.

In announcing his decision on May 31, Port 
Minister Denis Napthine said: “Hastings is 
already an operating port and is well-placed to 
be Victoria’s second container port, with its ex-
isting deep water access and extensive supply 
of port-zoned land.

“The new port will also provide logistics 
benefits by delivering freight with good access 
to major customers in Melbourne’s south-east,” 
Dr Napthine said •



July 2021, Issue 176 25

Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no Docklands News

CrosswordQuiz

5x5

9-Letter

ACROSS
1 Whole (3)
3 Process of  

liquid turning  
to gas (11)

9 Proprietor (5)
10 Cowering (9)
11 Nose hole (7)
12 One more (7)
13 Jerk (5)
15 Roman name of 

Great Britain (9)
17 Covered with 

plants (9)
18 Monetary 

units (5)
20 Nordic 

country (7)
22 Non-

professional (7)
24 Instinctual (9)
25 Evidence 

of being 
elsewhere (5)

26 Improvement (11)
27 Constantly find 

fault with (3)

DOWN
1 Overflows (7)
2 Painting of the 

countryside (9)
3 Inaccuracy (5)
4 Terrible (5)
5 Process of 

reacting with 
oxygen (9)

6 Alaska’s largest 
city (9)

7 Citizens of 
Eire (5)

8 African 
country (7)

14 Movement of 
animals (9)

15 Tirade (9)
16 From  

Oslo, e.g. (9)
17 Disconnected (7)
19 Wave riding (7)

21 V-shaped 
indentation (5)

22 Skyfall theme 
singer (5)

23 Modify 
fittingly (5)

No.  001

No. 001

Sudoku

Codeword

No. 001

No. 001

4 2

6 8

2 4

5 3 2 7

4 8 5

6 5 9 3 2 4

1 2 4 8 6 9

9 1 2

7 8 2 6

Fill in the blank cells using the numbers from  
1 to 9. Each number can only appear once in  
each row, column and 3x3 block

1. In which state would you 
find the highest point in 
Australia?

2. Who defeated John 
Howard to become leader 
of the Liberal Party in 
1983?

3. Beginning with ‘w’,  
what is another word for 
dingo (pictured)? 

4. First published in 1838 
by John Pascoe Fawkner, 
what was the name 
of Melbourne’s first 
newspaper?

5. What 1888 building sits in 
the centre of Melbourne 
Central Shopping Centre? 

6. What did Dr Thaddeus 
Cahill invent? 

7. Shot almost entirely in 
monochrome, which 1993 
film won seven Academy 
Awards?

8. What six venues make 
up the East End Theatre 
District? 

9. Which tuberous vegetable 
contains the toxic 
compound called solanine?

10. What is the Latin motto at 
the bottom of Melbourne’s 
coat of arms and what does 
it translate to in English? 

11. Where in the CBD will 
you find one of only two 
licensed galleries in the 
Southern Hemisphere 
selling the art of Dr. Seuss?

12. Old Melbourne Cemetery 
is now the place of which 
Melbourne landmark?

SOLUTION

SOLUTIONS

SOLUTIONS

SOLUTIONS
EASY HARD

738694251

296143875

912436587

659321748

481275936

865719324

124857693

573968412

347582169

Using the nine letters 
in the grid, how many 
words of four letters 
or more can you list? 
The centre letter must 
be included and each 
letter may only be used 
once. No colloquial 
or foreign words. No 
capitalised nouns, 
apostrophes or plural 
words ending in “s”.

N

D

T V

R

EE
O

C

19 words: Good
28 words: Very good
38 words: Excellent

Today’s 9-Letter

Reference:  
Collins Concise  
English Dictionary

convert, CONVERTED, corvee, cove, coven, cover, covered, covert, covet, coveted, 
devon, devote, dove, drove, even, event, ever, nerve, nerved, never, oven, over, overt, 
roved, trove, vector, vectored, veer, vend, vendor, vent, vented, venter, veto, vetoed, 
vote, voted, voter

ACROSS: ANGEL, CORGI, TIARA, OSIER, 
RENTS DOWN: ACTOR, NOISE, GRAIN, 
EGRET, LIARS

 QUIZ SOLUTIONS

1. New South Wales (Mount Kosciuszko) 
2. Andrew Peacock 3. Warrigal 4. The 
Melbourne Advertiser 5. Coop’s Shot 
Tower 6. Teleharmonium 7. Schindler’s 
List 8. Athenaeum Theatre, Comedy 
Theatre, Forum Melbourne, Her Majesty’s 
Theatre, Princess Theatre and Regent 
Theatre 9. Potato 10. ‘Vires Acquirit 
Eundo’, which translates as ‘We gather 
strength as we go’ 11. Block Arcade  
12. Queen Victoria Market

4 9 2 3

5 6 7

9 1 5 4

8 3 9

6 7 2

3 6 4

4 8 7

8 2 6

5 7 3
495871263

259163478

921638754

718326549

146785932

367459821

632594187

873942615

584217396

1 14

2 15

3 16

4 17

5 18

6 19

7 20

8 21

9 22

10 23

11 24

12 25

13 26

SOLUTIONS
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Wordfind Theme: FARMS

Secret message: HARD WORK

ACRE

AGRICULTURE

BARN

CATTLE

CHICKEN

COW

CROPS

CHORES

DAIRy

DOG

EGGS

EWE

GOAT

HEN

HOGS

MANOR

MOO

ORCHARD

OINK

PIG STy

PLOUGH

RAM

RANCH

ROOSTER

TRACTOR

VEGE

The leftover letters will spell out a secret message.

EASY

HARD

G

T

A

T

R

O

S

G

A

N

G

E

L

A

S

Insert the missing letters to make  
10 words – five reading across the  
grid and five reading down.

PUzzLES AND PAGINATION  
©PAGEMASTERS PTy LTD 
PAGEMASTERS.COM Jul 2021

No. 001

1. In which state would  
you find the highest point 
in Australia?

2. Who defeated John 
Howard to become leader 
of the Liberal Party  
in 1983?

3. Beginning with ‘w’,  
what is another word for 
dingo (pictured)? 

4. Was Central Pier first built 
in a) 1899 b) 1916 c) 1921?

5. What precious item 
was returned to the The 
Mission to Seafarers  
- Victoria in 2019 after 
going missing for over half 
a century?

6. What did Dr Thaddeus 
Cahill invent? 

7. Shot almost entirely  
in monochrome, which 
1993 film won seven 
Academy Awards?

8. What is the name of the 
public artwork located 
next to the Port Phillip 
Ferry terminals?

9. Which tuberous vegetable 
contains the toxic 
compound called solanine?

10. What is name of the 
Netflix series that recently 
used a vacant lot in 
NewQuay for filming?

11. When was construction 
of Melbourne Star 
Observation Wheel 
completed?

12. Which company  
is responsible for  
the development of  
Yarra’s Edge? 

1. New South Wales (Mount Kosciuszko) 
2. Andrew Peacock 3. Warrigal 4. b) 1916 
5. The trowel that laid the Mission to 
Seafarers’ foundation stones in 1916 
6. Teleharmonium 7. Schindler’s List 
8. Cow Up a Tree 9. Potato 10. La Brea  
11. December 2013 12. Mirvac

 QUIZ SOLUTIONS

PUZZLES & TRIVIA
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滨海港区 繁荣不再
滨海港区(Docklands)商会负责人大胆地宣称，“Docklands永
远不再是以前的那样了”，因为维州毁灭性的第四次封锁使港
区商家企业陷入困境。

体育场旁建出租楼获批

授勋激励古船早日启航

城市港新规划可在一年内获批
Docklands港区的城市港(City 
Harbour) 是一个新命名的区
域，其新的总体规划可能会在
6至12个月内获得政府批准，
为周边区域更新项目的联接铺
平道路。

Spencer Fowler Steen

城市港的Guy Taylor告诉本报，维多利
亚州政府最近对其新总体规划提出了反馈意
见，其中包括一个新的中央公园，减少交通
并连接E-Gate和Arden等项目。

Taylor表示:“维多利亚州政府就新规划
给了我们一些反馈意见，我们正在与维多利

亚州发展局合作，希望能在本月底或下月初
对此作出回应。”

“就时间上而言，如果一切进展顺利，
我们将在6至12个月内完成一份新的经盖章
认可的总体规划。”

这个城市港以前称为数码港(Digital 
Harbour)，由Dudley街、海滨大道(Harbour 
Esplanade)、Latrobe街和Wurundjeri Way
组成，在许多方面是中央商务区、Dock-
lands港区和邻近更新区域之间的通道。

新规划正在寻求对自2011年批准以来
的发展计划进行重大修改。城市港的Guy 
Taylor告诉本报，新规划愿景的设计重点
是“用户的舒适性和体验”。

Brendan Rees

随着COVID限制的慢慢放宽，通常繁忙
的临海街道只迎来了稀散的游客，小商业正
在努力吸引顾客。

Docklands商会主席Johanna Maxwell
说，5月27日至6月10日的封锁给港区带来
了痛苦的打击。

她告诉本报说：“这最后一次封锁，虽
然持续时间不是最长，但迄今为止这是最具
破坏性的封锁。”

“现在我们看到工作场所人员的逐渐适
度回归，一些较小的庆典和活动正在计划之
中，公众的冷漠情绪普遍缓解，但以前的繁
荣都过去了。”

Maxwell女士说，随着商家陷入财务上
的不确定性，Docklands“永远不会回到过去
那样了”。

她说：“港区将永远不会和以前一样
了。 我知道这是一个很沉重的宣称，疫情
封锁对这个地区的影响要比澳大利亚其他任
何地方都大。”

她说，如果没有联邦政府JobKeeper补
助和最近州政府的拨款，更多的商店可能会
关门，当然“与已经造成的商业损失相比，
这些补助只是沧海一粟”。

她说：“就我个人所知，港区的餐馆和
住宿行业在那两周损失了大约30万澳元。”

“上一轮的最高补助为7000澳元，这意
味着我们会看到Docklands港区越来越多的

商家企业将永远关闭。”
“让人们接种疫苗，投资仍然存在的

商家企业，并支持类似 Docklands Dollars 
和 Melbourne Money 这样的举措来鼓励消
费，这些都是当务之急。”

信用报告机构CreditorWatch的首席执
行官Patrick Coghlan警告说，由于没有“明

确的途径”进行大规模疫苗接种，以及酒店
隔离仍存在问题，“我们预计外部管理的大
幅增加将超过维州的正常水平”。

在Docklands港区经营Rum River游船
的Hakim Zeini说，最近的疫情封锁造成了
沉重的打击。

David Schout

墨尔本市政已经批准了在Marvel体育场
旁边建造双塔出租楼的提议。

市长Sally Capp 表示，位于La Trobe
街闲置场地上的28层和30层高的开发项目
将为“我们的城市带来急需的多样化住宿”。

如果得到州规划部长Richard Wynne的
批准，这个676套公寓的开发项目甚至可能
在2021年晚些时候开始动工。

市长表示，该项目可能会给市中心和
Docklands港区带来巨大的利益。

她说：“在民意调查中，我们知道墨尔
本的租房者是我们人口中压力最大的群体

之一，这给我们的市区带来了急需的住宿
多样性。”

“建造租赁住宿将有助于改变墨尔本提
供的住宿条件，使其更加多样化、更具吸引
力，当然还有助于创建社区。”

“建造出租的住宅”开发与大多数公寓楼
将单元出售给潜在买家的开发不同，其建造
的住宅由开发商保留并出租。

支持者表示，这样的系统可以缓解住房
供应、可负担性和私人租赁部门的问题，同
时对潜在租户来说是一种胜利。

Cox建筑公司总监Phillip Rowe在6月15
日的墨尔本未来委员会会议上说:“当我们谈
论建造租赁住宅时，我们关注的是社区的建

设。建造租赁住宅的业务本身就是为该区域
提供更好的质量和更丰富的便利设施。”

Urbis 董事 Jamie Govenlock 代表该
提案的申请人发言时表示，该开发项目创
造了“在Docklands港区目前还没有的住房
选择”。

他说：“我们有一个坚定的承诺开始这
个项目，并确保所创造的资产不仅为客户，
而且为未来和周围的新兴社区带来价值。”

“我们是很认真对待这个项目的。”
Govenlock 先生表示，该提案还将激活

La Trobe 街77米的临街面。

Brendan Rees 

Peter Harris博士对木制帆船的挚爱可
以追溯到半个多世纪前，那时他还是一个
在英国长大的小伙子。

他说:“1967年，我还是Southampton的
一名学生，当时在Camper and Nicholsons 
造船厂(世界上最好的游艇造船厂)接触到第
一艘经典帆船训练船。”

“我的房东是厂里的装配工，他带我去
了那里，并对我说，在你还是学生的时候
不妨学点有用的东西。”

如今，这位退休的Harris博士是Alma 
Doepel号帆船修复工程的总负责人。这
艘具有118年历史的雄伟巨船目前停泊在
Docklands港区维多利亚港2号码头，即将
完成全面的修复。

这位70岁的Harris博士是一位充满激情
的志愿者，他是这艘三桅帆船的修复负责
人，他期待着此船在船坞上八年漫长的修
复之后，能在今年9月之前重返水中。

他的妻子Fiona Williams也是Alma 

Doepel号帆船的热心志愿者，两人都热爱
航海。

Harris博士还是“维多利亚高桅帆船”的
创始总裁，也是Jubilee Sailing Trust信托
公司的董事和受托人，并为许多国际高桅
帆船抵达墨尔本海岸提供帮助。他也是维
多利亚皇家游艇俱乐部25年的成员。

在2021年女王生日授勋仪式上，Harris
博士被授予澳大利亚勋章(OAM)，以表彰他
为海洋遗产保护所做的贡献，为此他奉献
了40 年生命中最美好的时光。

他说，获得这么高的荣誉令人惊喜，
也非常荣幸。

他说:“我很感激以这种方式获得荣誉，
事实上，我觉得我是代表所有与我一样热
爱海洋遗产的人接受这一荣誉的。”

他向辛勤工作的志愿者和专业造船师
致敬，他们“在 Alma Doepel 修复工程和
维多利亚高桅帆船等其他项目中发挥了自
己的作用”，他还向他的前任，在1975年至
1988年期间担任最初修复的主管Michael 
Wood致敬。
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Business Directory
Bank

Available for refinance of loans of at least $250k with a max. LVR of 80%. 

3,000$ CASH
BACK#

Whatever your reason to refinance, there’s 
never been a better time to talk to BOQ.

Plus some really great rates

1.99%
P.A.

Discounted 4-Year Fixed Home Loan Rate*

2.90%
P.A.

Comparison Rate^

Min. $150k new owner-occupied principal & interest lending with a max. LVR of 80%.

BOQ Docklands
Josephine Tan, Owner-Manager* 0408 336 838*
Belinda Wynn, Branch Manager* 0408 288 282*
9248 0188* docklands@boq.com.au*
facebook.com/boqdocklndsmelb* boq.com.au

Credit provided by Bank of Queensland Limited ABN 32 009 656 7 40 (BOQ) Australian Credit Licence Number 244616. Fees and charges payable. BOQ’s standard credit assessment criteria apply. 
Full terms and conditions at any BOQ branch. Interest rates quoted are indicative only, and are subject to change without notice. *Discount Fixed Rate offer is available for applications received from 
13/11/2020 for Owner Occupier new home loan lending only and is not available for refinance or restructure of existing BOQ facilities. LMI may apply. Not available for construction loans. At the end 
of the fixed rate period, the interest rate will convert to the clear path variable interest rate. Fixed interest rates may vary between application and drawdown of the loan. A The comparison rate is 
calculated on the basis of a secured loan of $150,000 for a term of 25 years. WARNING: This comparison rate is true only for the examples given and may not include all fees and charges. Different 
terms, fees or other loan amounts might result in a different comparison rate. Information current as at 30/11/2020. # Special limited time $3,000 cashback offer only available for new refinance 
applications received between Monday 12 October 2020 and Saturday 19 December 2020. Must settle by Sunday 28 February 2021. This offer is open to Australian residents aged 18 and over 
who are personal customers taking out a new home loan with BOQ, refinanced from another financial institution. Offer available on BOQ’s Clear Path, Economy, Intro Rate, or Fixed Rate home loan 
products only. Not available for the refinance, restructure or switches of home loans within BOQ Group, which includes BOQ, Virgin Money (Australia) and BOQ Specialist. An applicant will be eligible 
for a maximum of one cashback payment during the offer period, regardless of the number of loan applications they are party to, provided the total amount drawn at settlement across all loans is 
at least $250,000. The cashback will be paid to the applicant’s BOQ transaction account within 30 days of the settlement date. For multiple home loan applicants the BOQ account needs to be in 
the name of at least one of the home loan applicants and the cashback will be paid only once to the applicants jointly. If you do not have an existing BOQ transaction account, one must be opened. 
This offer can be amended and/or withdrawn by BOQ at any time without notice. Applicants should seek their own tax advice in relation to the receipt of a cashback on settlement.

Available for refinance of loans of at least $250k with a max. LVR of 80%. 

3,000$ CASH
BACK#

Whatever your reason to refinance, there’s 
never been a better time to talk to BOQ.

Plus some really great rates

1.99%
P.A.

Discounted 4-Year Fixed Home Loan Rate*

2.90%
P.A.

Comparison Rate^

Min. $150k new owner-occupied principal & interest lending with a max. LVR of 80%.

BOQ Docklands
Josephine Tan, Owner-Manager* 0408 336 838*
Belinda Wynn, Branch Manager* 0408 288 282*
9248 0188* docklands@boq.com.au*
facebook.com/boqdocklndsmelb* boq.com.au

Credit provided by Bank of Queensland Limited ABN 32 009 656 7 40 (BOQ) Australian Credit Licence Number 244616. Fees and charges payable. BOQ’s standard credit assessment criteria apply. 
Full terms and conditions at any BOQ branch. Interest rates quoted are indicative only, and are subject to change without notice. *Discount Fixed Rate offer is available for applications received from 
13/11/2020 for Owner Occupier new home loan lending only and is not available for refinance or restructure of existing BOQ facilities. LMI may apply. Not available for construction loans. At the end 
of the fixed rate period, the interest rate will convert to the clear path variable interest rate. Fixed interest rates may vary between application and drawdown of the loan. A The comparison rate is 
calculated on the basis of a secured loan of $150,000 for a term of 25 years. WARNING: This comparison rate is true only for the examples given and may not include all fees and charges. Different 
terms, fees or other loan amounts might result in a different comparison rate. Information current as at 30/11/2020. # Special limited time $3,000 cashback offer only available for new refinance 
applications received between Monday 12 October 2020 and Saturday 19 December 2020. Must settle by Sunday 28 February 2021. This offer is open to Australian residents aged 18 and over 
who are personal customers taking out a new home loan with BOQ, refinanced from another financial institution. Offer available on BOQ’s Clear Path, Economy, Intro Rate, or Fixed Rate home loan 
products only. Not available for the refinance, restructure or switches of home loans within BOQ Group, which includes BOQ, Virgin Money (Australia) and BOQ Specialist. An applicant will be eligible 
for a maximum of one cashback payment during the offer period, regardless of the number of loan applications they are party to, provided the total amount drawn at settlement across all loans is 
at least $250,000. The cashback will be paid to the applicant’s BOQ transaction account within 30 days of the settlement date. For multiple home loan applicants the BOQ account needs to be in 
the name of at least one of the home loan applicants and the cashback will be paid only once to the applicants jointly. If you do not have an existing BOQ transaction account, one must be opened. 
This offer can be amended and/or withdrawn by BOQ at any time without notice. Applicants should seek their own tax advice in relation to the receipt of a cashback on settlement.

Business Services

Child Care

Family focused activities throughout the year, celebrating 

High staff to child ratio.

Discounted Daily parking at "The District"

Located - First Floor "The District" Docklands under 

many cultural festivals.

Melbourne Star Observation Wheel.

 

Opening hours:  7:30am to 6:15pm

Ph:  9670 0880 

admin@giraffedocklands.com.au

www.giraffedocklands.com.au

Enrol Now!
Giraffe Early Learning Centre Docklands

Extensive orientation period for families and children to

ensure an easy transition into care.

Beautiful and large outdoor play areas grouped by age.

Nutritious and variable meals, freshly prepared daily 

by our own in-house chef.
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Sentia is an integrated childcare and 
kindergarten space located in the heart 
of Melbourne’s CBD. Our beautiful 
space has been lovingly designed and 
crafted to inspire children, build their 
confidence and support their first steps 
toward a lifelong love of learning.

From our spacious rooftop playground 
with spectacular views over the Yarra 
River to our gentle, compassionate 
staff, we are proud to foster a unique 
culture of care and learning.

As a single, privately owned service, 
it is our very own Sentia families who 
have the greatest influence on our 
culture and values. We form a strong 
partnership between our families and 
educators that assists us to create a 
flexible, values-based model.

We look forward to welcoming you and 
your family to our caring community.

Book a tour now at sentia.vic.edu.au

Sentia 
Early Learning

Find us on Facebook: @sentiaearlylearning 
Follow us on Instagram: @sentiaearlylearning 
Find us on Linkedin: Sentia Early Learning

Address: Level 5, 450 Flinders Street, Melbourne 3000
Phone: 03 9629 9860 
Email: director-riverside @sentia.vic.edu.au

CONTACT US FIND US
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Dental

57 Merchant St, Docklands 
T (03) 9021 9487 | mob 0488 799 487

(opposite Victoria Harbour Medical Centre) 
 www.docklandsdentalstudio.com.au 

NOW OPEN 
SATURDAYS

Mon-Fri 8:30-5pm 
(Tue, Thu until 6pm)

Sat: 8:30-1pm

Entertainment

101 Waterfront Way, Docklands, 3008
melbournestar.com

Fitness

University degree qualified trainers 
that come to your apartment gym!

Justin Moran
0411 798 934 justintimept.com  

Health & Beauty

Physiotherapy
Chiropractic

SERVICES:
Massage
Pilates

Psychology
Podiatry

  4/860 Collins St, Docklands, 3008
  (03) 9088 3228       www.docklandshealth.com.au

Mon-Fri 8am-7pm  |  Sat 8am-12pm
HOURS

www.victoriaharbourmedicalcentre.com.au

Victoria Harbour Medical Centre 
2-3/850 Collins Street Docklands 3008
Entry via Merchant St
Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-12 noon

Telephone 9629 1414
After Hours 13 74 25

Fax 9629 4265

Legal Advice

Tel: 9614 5122    Fax: 9614 2964
www.pearcewebster.com.au

Pearce  
Webster  
Dugdales 
Working with 
individuals,  
families & business.

 

Maritime

Pharmacy

victoria harbour
pharmacy+news

Hours: Mon to Fri 8am-8pm & Sat 9am-1pm
 Pharmacy  Giftware 

 Magazines & Papers  Tattslotto
 Same day dry cleaning

66 Merchant St, Docklands (opposite Safeway) 
Ph: 03 9629 9922  Fax: 03 9629 9933

Email: vicharbourpharmacy@nunet.com.au

southern cross
pharmacy

Hours: Monday to Friday 7am-8pm 
Saturday 10am-6pm

Southern Cross Station 
Shop C8, 99 Spencer St, Docklands 

Ph: 03 9600 0294  Fax: 03 9600 0594
Email: southerncrosspharmacy@nunet.com.au

Real Estate

SELLING | LEASING | PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
www.cityresidentialbourkestreet.com.au  

T: 03 9001 1333

SALES Glenn Donnelly m: 0419 998 235
LEASING Lina D’Ambrosio m: 0430 929 851 

818 Bourke Street, 
Docklands  

VIC 3008

Selling & Leasing 
the best homes  
in Docklands.

846 Bourke St,  
Docklands
9251 9000

Renovation

Shopping

The west-end’s favourite destination has corporate 
Melbourne covered. From Kris Kringle gifting to 
celebratory meals, zany experiences to prizes and 
competitions. The fun won’t stop until the office’s 
‘Close For Christmas’ sign goes up. 

More information via cschristmas.com.au 

CHRISTMAS AT COLLINS SQUARE

collinssquare.com.au/whats-on

Entertainment Weekend 
at The District Docklands

Saturday 17 & Sunday 18 November
Join us for a weekend of entertainment with live music, DJs, face painting,  

rides with Wonderland Junior and an eclectic Makers Market. Plus, spend $20 at  
The District Docklands to receive a $5* voucher from Archie Brothers Cirque Electriq.

We’re located right next to the Melbourne Star
thedistrictdocklands.com.au

Archie’s Brothers Cirque Electriq
Receive a $5 voucher*

Archie’s Brothers Cirque Electriq
Receive a $5 voucher*

Urban Alley Brewery
Now open

Wonderland Junior
Open Saturday & Sunday

*Terms and conditions apply. See our website for full details.

Free Face Painting
Saturday & Sunday

Live Music

The District Makers Market
Saturday & Sunday

thedistrictdocklands.com.au

For the best fresh produce, gourmet food 
and specialty shopping,

you can’t beat Queen Vic Market.

Open Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
Saturday & Sunday

with plenty of a�ordable parking.
qvm.com.au

Video Production

Talk to Docklands News owner 
Sean Car 
T  0433 930 484  
E  sean@hyperlocalnews.com.au 
about how to customise your 
campaign to our audience every 
month.



Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no Docklands News

 

Market Lane fresh food
precinct is open

Our fresh food precinct caters for
all your grocery and health needs
with Woolworths, Dan Murphy's,

The Butcher Club Epicurean, 
MarketPlace Fresh, Empire Asian 
Supermarket, Dr Nuts & Sweets, 

Docklands City Pharmacy and
Health Kick. Open 7 days a week. 

An update from The District Docklands
We look forward to seeing you soon!

Your favourite brands
are back

With safety protocols and social 
distancing measures in place The
District welcomes back over 20 of

your favourite brands including H&M, 
UNIQLO, Kathmandu, Cotton On, 
BONDS, Skechers, Cycles Galleria,
Hype DC along with Toyworld, EB 
Games, Miniso plus many more. 

Right next to the Melbourne Star  |  thedistrictdocklands.com.au

Delicious cuisine available for 
takeaway and delivery

The District's cafes and restaurants 
offer takeaway and delivery options 

across a number of platforms including 
UberEats, Deliveroo, Menulog and 

DoorDash. Enjoy cuisines from around 
the world with Nando's, SPQR Pizzeria, 
Gozleme King, Old Man Pho, China Bar, 
Sushi Yuzen,  Carl's Jr., Jon Smith Subs, 
Penny Coffee and more open every day. 

90 minutes FREE parking + 
$5 ALL DAY parking

Shopping at The District and Market 
Lane is now even easier and more 
convenient with 90 minutes FREE 

parking, no minimum spend required. 
Plus, we're looking after you with 

flexible parking - $5 ALL DAY, every 
day until 31 July 2020.*

*Terms and conditions apply.

The District Call & Collect
Our Call & Collect service gives you easy access to delicious cuisine from your 

favourite cafes and restaurants, groceries, fresh food and essentials – without 
leaving your car! See our website for full details. 
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Meet our Traders
The District Docklands 

Open 7 days a week. 
Stress free with 90 minutes free parking

Waterfront Way, Docklands 
thedistrictdocklands.com.au/market-lane

M A R K E T 
L A N E

Mahesh  

Danny

Mark

Sandeep

Meet Mahesh, fresh manager 
from Woolworths. 

For all your fresh produce 
needs from the choicest home 
grown meat to a great variety 
of fruit and vegetables, deli, 
fish and baked goods, Woolies 
is your one stop shop. 
Market Lane’s Woolies offer 
a variety of vegan goods, 
premade meals and multiple  
ready to cook lines convenient 
for the busy lifestyle. 
And their winter warmer  
lines are perfect for the whole 
family with blankets, pyjamas, 
slippers, heaters, bed linen  
and more in store. Click and  
collect today! 

Meet Danny from China Bar.

China Bar serves the most 
popular tastes from Malaysia, 
Hong Kong, China and Taiwan.
Their hot wonton noodle soup 
is perfect for the cold winter 
days. Danny recommends 
Shanghai dumplings, garlic 
prawn spring rolls and pan 
fried dumplings, all of which 
will make your mouth water. 
You can even have your 
favourite dish delivered,  
with EASI, UberEats and 
Deliveroo or meet your  
friends in the restaurant for  
a feast, open late every day. 

Meet Sandeep from  
Love Eyebrows. 

Let yourself be pampered. 
If you’re on the hunt for a 
new eyebrow stylist, look 
no further! Sandeep at 
Love Eyebrows has years of 
experience and will create the 
perfect shape for your face 
and features. 
With so much more than 
just eyebrow threading, their 
services include tinting, waxing 
and facials that will leave you 
feeling refreshed, beautiful 
and ready to seize the day. 
Open 7 days a week. 

Meet Mark, store manager at 
Dan Murphy’s. 

Mark says Docklands’ 
customers are lovers of 
cocktails, gin particularly. 
That’s why they stock a great 
range of local and imported 
spirits, perfect for any  
cocktail recipe. 
While red wine is flying off  
the shelves, Dan Murphy’s also 
stock local beers including a 
range from the neighbouring 
Urban Alley Brewery. 
And if you would like to 
discover more, join My Dan’s 
membership and explore over 
300 member-exclusive offers 
for incredible value. 


