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Sports club 
now official
By David Schout

A group of Docklands residents 
have formed the area’s newest 
sports club, based out of Ron 
Barassi Snr Park.

In an exciting move for the area, Docklands 
Sports Club (DSC) has established a seven-
person executive committee and plans to 
launch junior soccer and cricket programs, 
as well as yoga sessions, in the coming 
months.

Newly elected president Carina Parisella, a 
longtime Docklands resident and worker, 
said the move was a huge step for the local 
community.

Continued on page 9.
Docklands Sports Club commitee members (L-R): Rafael Jabuonski, Swamesh, Carina Parisella, Nilesh Agarwal and Ravi Bhaskaracharya at Ron Barassi Snr Park. 

Government surrenders to pier pressure
By Sean Car

The sudden nature of 
Development Victoria’s (DV) 
highly risk-adverse decision-
making process which led to 
shut down of Central Pier on 
August 28 continues to leave 
many scratching their heads.  

No secret has ever been made of the 
103-year-old pier’s failing condition, with 
DV having commissioned specialist marine 
contractors to undertake a suite of works 

since 2017 to stabilise the structure.  

For the past few years, the presence of a 
“jack-up barge” with a crane has served as a 
constant reminder of these works. As too, has 
the break which emerged between the pier 
and its unsafe western end in 2017, which 
remains rotting in the harbour today. 

The pier is inspected by engineers every 
two months and Docklands News reported 
only in June that the third stage of DV’s 
ongoing rehabilitation program was nearing 
completion. Never was there a suggestion of 
a looming crisis. 

And yet following last month’s shock 
findings by DV’s engineers that a “rapid 
deterioration” of the pier meant it was no 
longer safe for occupation, no one could 

have foreseen what came next. 

Not even DV’s tenant Atlantic Group, which 
has a lease on the pier until 2025, was given 
a chance to respond to the report after 
allegedly being issued a shutdown notice at 
around 4pm that very day. 

While Deakin University managed to 
relocate its annual ball to Ms Collins in the 
CBD having booked Peninsula that same 
evening, surprised diners at The Woolshed 
were forced to swallow their entrees and 
evacuate at around 6:30pm. 

How communication broke down to allow 
for this situation to occur still remains a 
question unanswered. So too the immediacy 
of it all. While no one argues safety is 
paramount, was a 24- or 48-hour notice 

really beyond the realms of possibility? Was 
full-closure warranted or could a partial 
closure have been managed? 

Upon publishing this edition, the pier 
still remains standing. There has been no 
suggestion of doors in the buildings not 
shutting properly, cracks appearing in walls 
or sections eroding into the harbour. So, how 
bad can it be? 

While diners were forced to flee, the 
following days saw Atlantic Group staff 
coming and going from the pier. Yet even 
boating operators, who have been told by 
DV for some time that the pier was unable to 
handle the lateral forces of their vessels, were 
denied regular access. 

Continued on page 3.
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Forum makes way for “Spring Clean”
By Sean Car

The Docklands Representative Group’s (DRG) scheduled Community Forum on September 18 will 
not go ahead as planned. The DRG will instead stage an event for locals in partnership with the 
annual Spring Clean the City event on September 21. 

The DRG, in partnership with the Docklands 
Chamber of Commerce, had intended to 
host its forum at Marvel Stadium this month 
for the AFL to brief locals and businesses 
on its plans to redevelop the stadium and 
surrounding precinct.

But the event has been postponed due to the 
AFL’s plans being months behind schedule 
and the news left the DRG in somewhat of 
a bind last month as it sought to find a new 
theme to engage locals.    

However, in the midst of the ongoing 
recycling and waste management crisis 
gripping our city at present, DRG chair Jason 
Ting told Docklands News last month that it 
would instead use the opportunity to focus 
on sustainability.  

On September 21, it will help launch the 
new Love Our Streets Docklands group, 
otherwise known as LOS3008, starting from 
Queensbridge Square in Southbank as part 
of the Spring Clean the City event. 

It’s expected that LOS3008 will eventually 
make its way back to Harbour Esplanade 
outside Cow Up A Tree, where the DRG, with 
the support of the City of Melbourne, will 
host a series of waste pop-ups before a clean 
of Docklands begins (read more on page 15). 

Mr Ting said he hoped the event would 
provide locals with a platform to connect 
with the DRG and engage on others issues 
that the group might be able to support the 
community with. 

“We are hoping that people come along and 
go ‘what is the DRG’?” Mr Ting said. “They 
have an opportunity to come and meet us. 
We’d love other community groups to come 
and touch base with us as well so that we can 
begin to understand how they do things and 
what models they use.”

“It’s important, just like with LOS3008, to 
find common projects that we might be able 
to support them on.”

Mr Ting moved to Docklands from the 
Mornington Peninsula three years ago and 
said that prior to settling here, he had only 
heard bad things about the area. However, 
as soon as he saw it for himself, he said he 
quickly learned that it was “pretty damn 
good!”

“When I moved here I was looking for ways 
to involve myself in the community,” he said. 
“It was new to me so I thought what better 
way to engage with the people, find out 
what’s going on and develop a sense belong 
to the place by joining a group.”

While the original 20 members of the DRG 
has been reduced to eight, Mr Ting said it 
was simply a sign of people coming and 
going. And with the City of Melbourne 
now having removed the group’s “training 
wheels”, he said it was looking forward to 
embarking on a recruitment drive from 2020. 

In the meantime, he encouraged any locals 
who were interested in their community and 
connecting with neighbours to get involved 
and help the DRG evolve “organically”. 

“I think it’s about offering a place for the 
community to get together, to get to know 
each other, to get to know what’s going and 
to have a place to talk about things,” he said.

DRG chair Jason Ting.
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Jeff Gordon, whose boat has been berthed 
at Central Pier since 2007, had to be 
transported to his Lady Cutler via boat on 
August 30, after losing an argument with 
security guards who are now permanently 
stationed at the fenced-off pier. 

“It’s a mad world,” Mr Gordon said. “One day 
we can board 360 pax; the next we can’t even 
get to the ship!”

“I do think that there are larger issues here. 
What’s happened here is that they’ve known 
for some time that there are emergency 
issues. We’ve seen gradual closure and a lack 
of money available. It’s a guillotine closure 
for businesses.” 

As usual, the devil must lie in the detail and 
unfortunately, a request to DV by Docklands 
News for a copy of the engineer’s report 
under Freedom of Information (FOI) was not 
met in time for publishing this edition. But 
of the advice provided to DV by its engineers 
KBR, this was all that was publicly disclosed:

“Based on photographic records from 2017, 
the findings of the recent two-monthly 
inspections and detailed pile inspections 
demonstrate that the structural integrity 
of the pier is clearly and consistently 
deteriorating,” the advice stated. 

“Based on the condition of the sub-
structure and the rapid deterioration that 
we have witnessed to date, our view is that 
occupation of Central Pier is no longer 
sustainable and represents an unacceptable 
risk to life.”

The “life-threatening” issues, according to 
DV CEO Angela Skandarajah, lie in the pier’s 
“footings.” However, speaking to 774 ABC 
Melbourne radio on August 29, she said she 
didn’t have the detail as to how many were 
of concern. 

“I can’t comment on the engineering issues,” 
Ms Skandarajah said. “The advice changed 
as of yesterday. As soon as we heard that 
advice we needed to act on it.”

Associate professor from the University of 
Melbourne’s department of infrastructure 

engineering Lihai Zhang – an expert in 
pier construction - said deterioration was 
typically the result of marine borers and 
fungi causing reduction and cracking of the 
timber piles.

“The most common solution to date has 
been to build a custom-sized fibreglass 
form, placing it around the pile and filling 
the annular space with grout but this offers 
limited structural strength,” he said. 

For a pier as large and heavy as Central 
Pier, associate professor Zhang suggested 
these types of solutions were largely stop-
gaps. It appears more drastic measures are 
inevitable in order to save the pier. 

In the meantime, the Docklands community 
is rallying around the businesses and 
employees affected by the disruption to 

Government surrenders to pier pressure

the pier’s operations. A statement issued 
by Atlantic Group said that safety of its 
customers, clients and staff were its “number 
one priority.”

“We have been a proud part of the Docklands 
community since 2007 and we will continue 
to employ the 1000 Atlantic Group staff who 
work on Central Pier as we work to resolve 
this issue,” the statement read. 

“We will work with Development Victoria to 
understand exactly what has occurred and 
we will seek clarity on when we will be able 
to return to our venues on Central Pier.”

For now, Ms Skandarajah said it would 
remain closed for at least one month while 
engineers assessed the best way forward. 
However, one can’t help but feel that long 
term, the writing is on the wall. The question 

of compensation for lost business earnings 
also looms large. 

So, does the government make the 
significant, and possibly futile, tax-payer 
investments required to keep propping it 
up? Does it dismantle it and replace it with 
something more robust? Or does it sell it off 
to private interests for redevelopment?

These are questions that, for now, remain 
unanswered as a result what can only be 
described as a systematic failure of process 
by a government that has allowed itself to 
become hostage to risk assessors, who are, 
in turn, hostage to professional indemnity 
insurers. 

news@docklandsnews.com.au

Boating operator Jeff Gordon is is denied access to his boat by security guards. Staff on the pier following the evacuation.

Temporary fencing blocks access. The aging pylons of Central Pier. 
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Council’s call to action on waste
By Sean Car

While local councils across 
the state continue working 
behind the scenes to resolve 
our recycling crisis, the City of 
Melbourne is encouraging its 
residents to play an active role 
in being part of the solution on 
waste. 

City of Melbourne recycling program 
officer Ian Clarke caught up with Docklands 
News last month to shed light on the many 
different ways the community could still 
make a significant impact in reducing its 
waste to landfill. 

Mr Clarke said the council’s transfer station 
at Dynon Rd in West Melbourne was now 
open for residents to drop off their regular 
recycling items. However, he said it was 
important that glass was kept separate from 
other recycling. 

“All of the cardboard and paper gets bailed 
at Dynon Rd and goes to Visy Recycling for 
processing,” Mr Clarke said. 

“The broader public perception is that 
everything is going to landfill but that’s not 
the case. We put actions in place to divert 
different streams that we can still recover.”

While a solution is being sought to recycle 
plastics following the closure of recycling 
company SKM, Mr Clarke said locals could 
still recycle other forms of waste such as 
organics, e-waste and hard waste. 

In the first instance, he said it was important 
for community members to continue 
recycling as usual, while trying to limit how 
much plastic they purchase every day. 

“My role is to encourage people to continue 
recycling but the best thing to do is to try and 
change your purchasing habits,” Mr Clarke 
said. “When you go to the supermarket, 
don’t buy over-packaged goods.”

“Consider what you’re doing with food 
because food scraps and organics make up 
approximately 50 per cent of our landfill 
bins. So, ask yourself: ‘do I have the capacity 
to compost that at home?’”

“We need people to stop throwing small 

items of e-waste in the bin. Most people 
won’t throw phones in the bin but it’s all the 
accessories - headphones, chargers, cables 
and batteries - that we can also recover.” 

With around 75 per cent of the municipality’s 
residential bins located in high-rise 
buildings, he said these messages were 
particularly crucial for those living in 
communities such as the CBD, Docklands 
and Southbank. 

The council has for several years run a 
tailored waste management program in 
high-rise towers. Many residents would 
be well aware of the different e-waste and 
charity bins (managed by Diabetes Victoria) 
that are already accessible in around 150 
buildings.  

“We’re constantly working with building 
managers to try to encourage them to reduce 
contamination in their recycling bins and to 
educate residents as they move in as to how 
waste works within their building,” Mr Clarke 
said. 

“We’re also trying to reduce the amount of 
hard waste. When Diabetes Victoria goes 
into the buildings now, they go through the 
hard waste and take out any good furniture 
to sell on at their stores.”

In another example of residents taking 
action, he said that some buildings had even 
set up “reuse” areas where people could 
swap larger items with their neighbours.  

As part of the awareness efforts, Mr Clarke 
was keen to remind locals that they could 

cash in on discounts of up to 50 per cent 
for compost bins and worm farms via its 
partnership with social enterprise The 
Compost Revolution. 

He said he was also constantly encouraging 
high-rise residents to hassle their building 
managers and Owners’ Corporations to find 
space on rooftops or in communal areas 
to build raised garden beds for vegies and 
composting. 

“If you can keep compost on your property 
and use it on the garden then happy days,” 
he said. “Get a group of residents together 
who are keen to get the space. It could be on 
the roof or in a communal area. Get a raised 
garden bed in there and grow some vegies!”

City of Melbourne has also established 
a permanent drop off zone for e-waste 
at Kathleen Syme Community Centre in 
Carlton, as well as battery collection services 
at City Baths and City Library. 

On September 21, it will also host a free 
e-waste recycling day in partnership with 
Tech-Collect at Argyle Square in Carlton, 
where residents can save their old phones, 
computers or appliances from landfill. 

City of Melbourne also supports businesses 
and the community to produce less waste. 
Its small business grants program provides 
up to $100,000 for proposals that focus on 
reducing waste, with a new series of grants to 
open in October. 

melbourne.vic.gov.au/reducewaste 

Recycling program officer Ian Clarke.
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Cladding discipline 
delays not a “bungle”
The state government’s 
disciplinary proceedings over 
the Lacrosse cladding fire are 
far from resolution.

While a civil dispute over the fire was 
settled this year after a prolonged Victorian 
Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT) 
case between apartment owners and 
responsible bodies, the state government 
can’t finalise its case due to a lack of 
resources.

The Herald Sun reported last month that 
the government’s case against fire safety 
engineer Con Nicholas and building 
surveyor Anastasios Galanos had been 
delayed indefinitely because there was no 
one available to hear it.

The case is being trialled under the Building 
Practitioners Board, which was dissolved 
in 2016 and had its functions and powers 
transferred to the Victorian Building 
Authority (VBA).

The board was meant to finalise the cases 
left at the time, including the Lacrosse case.

The Herald Sun reported this has not been 
possible due to a “bureaucratic bungle”.

“Most members who sat on the board 
have resigned, or their terms have been 
expired and they have not been replaced,” 
it reported. 

But strata lawyer Tom Bacon said the delays 
were due to under-funding.

“I wouldn’t call it a bureaucratic bungle. In 
truth, the ‘old body’ doesn’t have enough 
members on it anymore because they 
haven’t had their contracts renewed, and 
this is because of systemic under-funding 
over a number of years,” he said.

“What’s most interesting about this story 
is the fact the VBA is under-resourced and 
under-funded and cannot allocate enough 
people to hear cases.”

Mr Bacon said that under-funding 
by successive state governments had 
contributed to situations like the cladding 
crisis in Victoria because “if the watchdog 
isn’t watching, then builders, developers, 

surveyors and engineers can act with 
impunity”.

“These highly-trained and -qualified 
professionals that could sit on the Building 
Practitioners Board can earn far more in 
the private sector, rather than taking up a 
part-time contract to sit on the board,” Mr 
Bacon said. 

“The state government should prioritise this 
and increase funding to attract the best-
qualified professionals in the Industry.”

A spokesperson from the Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning 
(DELWP) said the department was 
“working to consolidate the membership of 
the Building Practitioners Board to ensure 
it is well-placed to finalise outstanding 
disciplinary cases as soon as possible”.

“Cases before the Building Practitioners 
Board can only be finalised when all parties 
are available for the hearings to proceed 
and there is a variety of reasons why delays 
have occurred in relation to the outstanding 
matters,” the spokesperson said.

Health fears for 
tunnel project
By Meg Hill

The West Gate Tunnel Project 
has been embroiled in a new 
controversy that’s involved 
toxic chemicals being dug up 
in the soil around Docklands.

The Construction, Forestry, Maritime, 
Mining and Energy Union (CFMEU) 
recently launched a campaign against joint 
venture partners John Holland and CPB 
that partly alleged PFAS and asbestos had 
been unearthed and unsafely handled. The 
state government confirmed that both PFAS 
and asbestos were identified on site.

The union claims that PFAS-infested soil 
was dug up and left for months next to 
Footscray Rd, dangerously close to passing 
cyclists and pedestrians. Further, it claims 
that workers were not provided protective 
gear to handle the material.

The CFMEU set up a website to outline its 
claims and said that the work was located 
in some of Melbourne’s most industrialised 
areas.

“We believe workers are not being allowed 
to use white safety suits when they handle 
this soil because the joint venture behind 
the project, John Holland-CPB, doesn’t 
want to upset the public,” a spokesperson 
said.

PFAS is known to be in soil in the area due 
to a huge industrial fire at Coode Island in 
West Melbourne in 1991. The chemicals 
were used to put the fire out.

The soil is no longer located by Footscray 
Rd. The CFMEU said it believed it was 
“simply moved to other parts of the project”.

Asbestos has also been discovered: “anyone 
who knows the history of the area should 
know that the soil will contain asbestos,” 
the CFMEU’s website said.

A spokesperson from the state government 
told Docklands News “contaminated soil is 
common on urban construction projects, 
especially in former industrial areas – that’s 
why there are strict processes in place to 

protect workers and the environment”.

“The project is working with the 
Environment Protection Authority (EPA) 
and Worksafe to ensure contaminated 
soil is managed and removed safely, 
and soil testing is being carried out,” the 
spokesperson said.

John Holland did not respond to Docklands 
News for comment. 

In 2017, when the project was assessed 
through an environment effects statement 
(EES) process, the City of Melbourne 
registered opposition to the project 
and specifically scepticism about its 
environmental impact.

Council transport portfolio chair Cr Nicolas 
Frances Gilley said the council “had a 
number of concerns about the project”.

He said council’s primary concern, and 
where it had most room to act, was around 
the “impact of building a road that would 
have two exits into the city” at Dynon Rd 
and Wurundjeri Way.

“You create a whole bunch of traffic that 
would be problematic north of the city and 
for the communities in those places,” he 
said.

“The Wurundjeri Way exit creates an even 
busier road that separates Docklands out 
from the city. There’s already a significant 
barrier between the two communities, and 
this will create a bigger one.”

“We did prosecute the case very hard on 
behalf of Docklands, and that this would 
not be good for the community, but we 
lost,” he said.

Cr Frances Gilley said the council were now 
working with the state government to find 
the best ways to mitigate the negative traffic 
impacts of the project.

Contaminated soil next to Footscray Rd. 
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We can all play a part in the solution to the recycling crisis

What is City of Melbourne doing?

We are constantly looking for ways to support waste reduction. We have opened up our recycling 
centre at Dynon Road where you can take your recycling and glass. We also provide a free e-waste 
recycling service for apartment buildings, funding support for businesses to produce less waste  
as a priority, and help for home composters with discounts on worm farms and compost bins. 

What can you do?
• Take your recycling to the Dynon Road recycling centre

• Say no to single-use plastics and packaging

• Compost your food scraps and organic waste

• Keep recycling, avoiding or minimising waste

• Recycle your e-waste

• Support sustainable businesses

ACT NOW TO 
REDUCE WASTE
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Webb Bridge to close for maintenance
Webb Bridge will close for three 
weeks this month as the City 
of Melbourne undertakes new 
water-proofing treatments.

Council is investing $140,000 to complete 
the works, which weather permitting, will 
involve the closure of the bridge for around 
three weeks from Saturday, September 7. 

Lord Mayor Sally Capp, who, as Docklands 
News reported last month, has recently 
become a Docklands resident herself, said 
the project included waterproofing 1200 sqm 
of concrete surface to help protect the bridge 
from the elements.

“Thousands of people walk and cycle over 
the Webb Bridge each day and it provides 
a vital link over the Yarra River,” the Lord 
Mayor said. 

“This maintenance work will put a new 
protective seal over the concrete to ensure 
that it is in good condition for decades to 
come.”

“Enhancing our riverside spaces is a major 
focus of the City of Melbourne, and we are 
committed to maintaining infrastructure and 
public spaces along the Yarra River to our 
high standards.”

Cyclists will be diverted through Seafarers 
Bridge and Jim Stynes Bridge, while 

pedestrians will be encouraged to use the 
Charles Grimes Bridge while the works take 
place. 

“I know there will be some people 
inconvenienced by this work but it is 
necessary and I’d ask everyone to please be 
patient while the project goes ahead,” the 
Lord Mayor said.

Chair of the City of Melbourne’s finance and 
governance portfolio Deputy Lord Mayor 
Arron Wood said Webb Bridge was built 
about 15 years ago and the water-proofing 
works were necessary maintenance.

“We are the fastest growing city in 
Australia and that does put strain on our 

infrastructure,” Cr Wood said.

“The City of Melbourne has a rigorous asset 
management plan to make sure we are doing 
maintenance at the appropriate times to 
keep our infrastructure in good condition 
while minimising disruption wherever 
possible.

“We have an active community who love to 
walk, run or ride along our riverside areas 
and Webb Bridge is arguably our most 
spectacular bridge.”

“Although it will be out of action for a few 
weeks, the end result will mean that it 
remains a key pedestrian and cycle link for 
our city for many years to come.”

Funding 
support for 
new ferry
The City of Greater Geelong 
has supported Port Phillip 
Ferries in taking its next 
step towards launching a 
new commuter ferry service 
between Docklands and 
Geelong. 

Geelong councillors approved a $90,000 
plan at its August 13 meeting for installing 
new mooring piles at Steampacket Place 
along the city’s waterfront, allowing the 
Port Phillip Ferries’ Geelong Flyer to be 
able to berth there. 

Port Phillip Ferries CEO Murray Rance 
told Docklands News that the “strong 
support” from the Geelong Council 
meant the service was well on track for its 
scheduled launch on December 2. 

Mr Rance said that it would initially 
offer four services between Geelong 
and Docklands each day. The journey 
between Victoria’s two biggest cities will 
take a little more than 90 minutes, with a 
return trip costing $36.
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Council creates special committee  
to progress new gambling policy

Robert Doyle has been gone 
from Town Hall for more than 
18 months but the impact of 
some of his decisions lives on 
– particularly in relation to 
conflicts of interest arising from 
campaign donations.

Team Doyle no longer formally exists but 
there are still five serving councillors who are 
not able to make decisions related to donors 
who Robert Doyle secured to support his 
2016 campaign.

This came into sharp relief at the July 30 
council meeting when council was unable 
to make a decision in relation to Planning 
Scheme Amendment 307, a tough new poker 

By Stephen  
Mayne

machine policy which had been three years 
in the making.

Team Doyle councillors were ruled out by 
a $40,000 donation to Team Doyle from the 
Australian Hotels Association in 2016, along 
with the decision by wealthy advertising man 
and Crown Resorts director Harold Mitchell 
to donate $10,000.

After raising about $300,000 from property 
developers for his 2012 re-election campaign 
and successfully winning five seats for Team 
Doyle on council, the next four years saw a 
number of examples of quorum being lost 
and decisions being delegated to the officers.

A quorum is six of the 11 councillors, so 

for this to happen in the 2012-16 council it 
always required one additional councillor 
to be either absent or conflicted to reduce 
overall numbers to just five.

When Team Doyle briefly got to a majority 
of six councillors in the second half of 2017, 
the November 2017 decision to send the new 
gambling policy off to panel had to be made 
by officers under delegation.

The election of Sally Capp as Lord Mayor last 
year was hopefully going to ensure council 
could make gambling decisions but she then 
opted to accept a $4000 donation from Ann 
Peacock, a long-time marketing employee 
at Crown Melbourne, which rendered her 
personally conflicted on gambling matters. 

As all this became apparent at the July 30 
council meeting, some quick thinking saw 
the councillors opt to establish a dedicated 
committee, the Gaming Planning Provision 
Committee, to progress the planning scheme 
amendment.

The new special purpose committee held a 
15-minute meeting on August 6 when the 
five non-conflicted councillors – Rohan 
Leppert, Cathy Oke, Jackie Watts, Philip 
Le Lui and Nic Frances Gilley – gathered 
together and endorsed sending the panel 

report on the proposed tough new gambling 
policy off to Minister for Planning Richard 
Wynne.

The council has asked the minister to go a 
little harder than the panel recommended 
as it does not wish to encourage new 
poker machine venues, preferring a harm 
minimisation approach.

One of the reasons City of Melbourne only 
has eight pokies venues – for instance there 
are none in suburbs such as Docklands, 
North Melbourne, East Melbourne or 
Parkville – is that council has one of the best 
records of any Australian council when it 
comes to resisting pokies applications at 
VCAT and before the gambling regulator.

The Queensberry Hotel in Carlton, The 
Victoria Hotel behind Town Hall and the 
Francis Hotel in Lonsdale St are just some 
of the venues which have tried and failed to 
install pokies over the years.

The adoption of Planning Scheme 
Amendment 307 will make it even tougher, 
which is a good thing.

Stephen Mayne is a former City of Melbourne 
councillor who has long campaigned to 
reduce gambling harm in Australia.   
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Pearce Webster Dugdales    Level 4, 379 Collins Street, Melbourne    T 9614 5122    www.pearcewebster.com.au

David Phelan answers your legal questions
Q.  I am running a small business and want to protect my Intellectual Property (IP). Can you help me?

A.  In the digital age, IP protection is a significant business risk. The employment, termination or 
resignation of staff needs to be well managed. We advise that you:

1. Develop & document a well-drafted IP policy.  2. Train your staff in the policy.  3. Have IP  
clauses in your employment contracts.  4. List all security-related items (i.e. keys, swipe cards etc).   
5. List all digital access users & passwords.  6. Document all company-owned electronic  
devices & users.  7. Detail all IP assets (i.e. client lists, inventions, confidential papers etc).   
8. Document who has access to corporate information.  9. Inform employees on  
IP obligations in all exit interviews & letters.  10. Have a robust process for employee  
departures.  11. Enlist our support.

Call for advice on wills, probate, estates & trusts; property law & conveyancing;  
family law; commercial & business law; litigation – commercial, civil & general and  
mediation & alternative dispute resolution.

Pearce Webster Dugdales Working with individuals, families & business

Continued from page 1.

“This is a great opportunity to bring joy to 
people’s lives, and bring people together 
through sport and recreation,” Ms Parisella 
said. 

“We see the club growing and evolving 
naturally through this great community.”

The committee has also already appointed a 
secretary, treasurer and head of coaching.

“We got together and spoke about our 
vision and goals for the club, and we want to 
ensure that, at the heart of this, is wanting to 
make each individual thrive irrespective of 
their culture, background and gender. This 
is a club that’s not going to say no.”

Initially, DSC plans to offer junior coaching 
clinics and soon host competitive local 
sport at Ron Barassi Snr Park, which is 
situated on Docklands Drive below the 
Bolte Bridge.

Docklands has long been crying out for a 
sports club based at the park, which opened 
in 2015 and boasts playing fields alongside 
a sports pavilion that features a social room, 
commercial kitchen and change-room 
facilities.

Last year, the City of Melbourne conducted 
surveys with almost 300 residents, workers, 
business owners and visitors to hear their 
feedback about the space.

Six in 10 (61 per cent) respondents believed 
there was a need for a local sporting and 
recreational group based out of the pavilion.

Ms Parisella said the newly-formed club 
would solve familiar issues for local parents.

“Being a Docklands resident, it’s really hard 
to get access to clubs for my son, so we have 
to look out to the suburbs. What we’d like to 
do here is provide a sports and recreation 
club for locals first, but also our neighbours 
nearby who might be struggling to get their 
kids into local clubs.”

Over 50 children attended a recent Aldi 
Miniroos session at Ron Barassi Snr Park, 
aimed for children aged four to 11. 

Ms Parisella said they wanted to “keep the 

momentum going” from these popular 
clinics. 

Further, she forecast the club creating 
strong links with Docklands Primary 
School, due to open in 2021.

“Absolutely, we’ve already discussed this. 
With the school coming on, this could 
essentially be their home ground. There’s 
a great opportunity to connect with the 
school, and when the time comes we’ll look 
at how we can work together with them.”

The club’s purpose statement has a focus on 
community values and diversity, something 
Ms Parisella wanted to foster.

“Being a female leader, I’m really passionate 
about seeing more girls involved in the 
program and having female role models in 
the space.”

DSC is working alongside the City of 
Melbourne and plans to officially launch in 
the coming months.

Locals can expect organised soccer, cricket 
and yoga sessions at Ron Barassi Snr Park 
shortly.

All relevant information and news will be 
posted on the club’s Instagram account, @
docklandssportsclub.

Sports club now official

Commitee members from the new Docklands Sports 
Club at Ron Barassi Snr Park last month. 

Police target hoons
Police from the Melbourne 
Highway Patrol say they are 
continuously patrolling the 
Lorimer St area where hoon 
motorists regularly gather. 

Docklands News has received a growing 
number of complaints from Yarra’s Edge 
residents in recent times regarding regular 
group meet-ups on Friday and Saturday 
nights through Lorimer St and South Wharf 
Drive. 

In May, residents provided pictures of tyre 
marks on the grass at Point Park where 
hoon motorists are alleged to have done 
burnouts. The gatherings can attract 
anywhere from 20 to 100 cars and continue 
to frustrate locals. 

Acting Sgt Alix Watson from the Melbourne 
Highway Patrol told Docklands News this 
month that police and unmarked vehicles 
were regularly patrolling the area and that 
a special operation was in the pipeline to 
target the issue. 

“We’ve got to consider our members’ 
safety too in these situations as often when 
we arrive the cars will scatter like flies, 
which have led to a number of dangerous 
incidents involving our members. We have 
to be very careful of how we manage it,” 
acting Sgt Watson said. 

Residents are also reminded to raise any 
noise complaints with the Environment 
Protection Authority (EPA), which can issue 
fines to motorists of more than $800.

EPA regulatory programs manager Dr 
Briony Ruse told Docklands News that 

it had issued 23 fines related to noise in 
Docklands during the 2018/19 financial 
year. 

“In the 2018/19 financial year, EPA 
received 1954 reports state-wide from 
Victoria Police, of which 23 came from the 
Docklands, 111 from the Melbourne CBD 
and 52 from Port Melbourne,” Dr Ruse said. 

“Noisy vehicles can disrupt the amenity of 
a local area and be detrimental to getting 
a good night’s sleep. EPA encourages 
residents who are concerned about a noisy 
vehicle to report the details to Victoria 
Police.”

The EPA receives reports of noisy vehicles 
from police, which then issues the 
registered owner with a notice requiring 
them to submit a certificate of compliance 
within 28 days.  

To obtain a certificate of compliance, they 
must have the vehicle noise-tested at an 
approved testing centre and if it exceeds 
the regulations, carry out works to ensure it 
complies. 

If the owner of the vehicle does not 
comply, they will be fined five penalty units 
(currently $826.10).

“Allowable noise levels vary by vehicle type 
and age, so a Mustang isn’t expected to be 
as quiet as a Prius,” Dr Ruse said. “Vehicles 
manufactured from 2005 on have their own 
individual allowable noise limits, which you 
can search online at greenvehicleguide.
gov.au.”

“Drivers and riders who choose to modify 
their vehicles leave themselves open to 
enforcement action from EPA and Victoria 
Police if their vehicles are identified as 
being too loud.”



Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no Docklands News

thedistrictdocklands.com.au

Melbourne’s newest fresh  
food precinct is coming.

Opening in October at The District Docklands, 
featuring Woolworths, Dan Murphy’s,  

Empire Asian Supermarket, MarketPlace Fresh,  
The Butcher Club and The Humble Baker along 

with more fresh food and daily convenience stores.  
Market Lane will become your new  

fresh food destination. 
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Church returns to Docklands
By Sean Car

Seven years on since making its 
name as the “Church in a Pub” 
at the former James Squire 
Brewery at NewQuay, the team 
at City on a Hill is bringing a 
weekly church service back to 
Docklands. 

Launching on Sunday, September 15 at 
Hoyts at The District Docklands for a regular 
10:30am service, pastor Dave Chiswell, who 
is leading the church’s return to Docklands, 
said the church was thrilled to be making a 
comeback.  

Having started its first service in 2007 here 
in Docklands, City on a Hill has since grown 
significantly with church services now 
established across Melbourne, including 
Maribyrnong, Geelong, Chadstone, as well as 
Hoyts Melbourne Central. 

It also has a church in Brisbane and will 
soon expand to the Gold Coast and Surfers 
Paradise. 

Having now outgrown its capacity at its CBD 
location – a 440-seat Hoyts cinema – Mr 
Chiswell said the response to its relaxed and 
“less confronting” approach to church had 
always been positive.  

“Melbourne is getting full particularly our 

10:30am [city] service [that has] about 440 
seats in the cinema and they’re mostly full 
on a Sunday. The opportunity to start a new 
thing and come back to Docklands was really 
exciting,” he said. 

“We’re looking to fill some of that gap and by 
doing so, fill some of that gap in community 
that people feel as well. That will bring 
different people together from the different 
precincts.”

“All the way through we’ve just met in weird 
venues. It works really well for us as it just 
makes it really easy to invite people along. 
It’s a lot less confronting than walking into a 
church for the first time.”

“A lot of our demographics are 
overwhelmingly 19 to 39 so it’s probably 
not the traditional demographic of people 
walking into traditional church buildings 
quite so much so it’s been cool to watch that 
evolve and be part of it.”

While the service is held in a more relaxed 
setting, Mr Chiswell said the message was 
still the same. And rather than a traditional 
church choir, it offers a more “Hillsong-like” 
band. 

The service, which also include a kids 
programs for children aged five and 
under, will kick off at 10:30am on Sunday, 
September 15 at Hoyts, The District 
Docklands. 

Cityonahill.com.au City on a Hill pastor Dave Chiswell outside Hoyts - the home to a new church service in Docklands. 
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FEDERATION SQUARE – THE PADDOCK

BOOK ONLINE AT WWW.WONDERLANDSPIEGELTENT.COM.AU

Wonderland Spiegeltent Festival pop up - World class performances 

for all ages, Coopers Garden Bar and nostalgic Rides

MELBOURNE FRINGE FESTIVAL PROGRAM 

CIRCUS WONDERLAND – THE LISTIES 

ROUGE THE SHOW – BERNIE DIETER’S LITTLE DEATH CLUB  

AUST BURLESQUE FESTIVAL – OKTOBERFEST 

HANS THE GERMAN – BLUES MUSIC FESTIVAL MELBOURNE 
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STRESS LESS & LIVE MORE.
LUCAS PROPERTY MANAGEMENT.

* List an eligible property for rent through Lucas Real Estate during the competition period. Terms & conditions apply.

When you bring your property to Lucas Real Estate, 
you’ll go into the draw to win a trip for 2 to Hawaii,
staying 5 nights in 5 star accommodation.

*

ESCAPE TO BETTER  
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
& YOU COULD WIN A TRIP  
FOR 2 TO HAWAII.

For stress-free property management and your chance to win, 
visit lucasre.com.au/escapetobetter

Council urge action on “forgotten waterway”
By David Schout

Ambitious plans for the 
revitalisation of Moonee Ponds 
Creek have been signed off 
by the City of Melbourne, but 
the ball is now in the state 
government’s court. 

At an August 20 Future Melbourne 
Committee (FMC) meeting councillors voted 
unanimously to endorse the Moonee Ponds 
Creek Strategic Opportunities Plan, which 
includes plans to transform the (southern) 
Docklands end of the creek.

As part of the plan, a “stormwater park” 
would be developed at E-Gate, which would 
include a boardwalk system moving through 
site allowing passive public engagement with 
the landscape.

Further south towards the Yarra River, plans 
include the development of a “biodiversity 
hotspot” with a focus on flood mitigation 
and new habitats for threatened species.

The creek’s mouth (where it meets the 
Yarra) would also be transformed into “a 
community meeting place with a boardwalk 
and recreational activities” under the plan.

But despite the ambitious proposals, the 
council does not own or manage any land 
within the creek corridor, and has termed 
the plan an “advocacy document”.

Environment portfolio chair councillor Cathy 
Oke said it was important the council clearly 
spelt out its vision for the creek’s future.

“This is a visionary document for a very 
important part of our municipality,” she said.

“(Residents) are wanting a waterway on their 
doorstep that is actually celebrated, and 
that’s what this document does.”

“It’s difficult because we have such little 

control and ownership over this waterway, 
yet we have so much interest and real desire 
to see it happen.”

Deputy Mayor Arron Wood said the creek 
had long been neglected, and decades 
of delays meant it was time for strong 
leadership.

“You think about what our forebears did 
with places like Fitzroy Gardens and some of 
our beautiful heritage parks and I genuinely 

believe that if we can get the collective 
energy to implement the Moonee Ponds 
Creek vision, that it will be looked back on 
with similar respect in future,” he said.

“We don’t want to be here in another 20 
years’ time talking about the Moonee Ponds 
Creek concept plan of 1992 and then the 
Moonee Ponds vision of 2019 and not seeing 
that vision realised.”

The council received overwhelming public 
feedback that an improvement of cycling and 
walking trails along the creek was required. 

And while councillors were unanimous 
in praising the release of the plan, Greens 
councillor Rohan Leppert said a publicly 
articulated vision was years overdue, 
particularly as East-West link proposals had 
“come and gone”.

“We have, unfortunately, in hindsight I 
think, not been public about where we want 
to be for a good five or six years after we 
commissioned such a plan,” he said.

“So, I’m just hopeful that the payoff for 
that wait really is that the VPA (Victorian 
Planning Authority) is going to get its 
submissions through to government.”

The VPA is preparing an implementation 
plan for the creek corridor which will make 
recommendations to the state government. 

It is understood this will happen later this 
year. 

A render of a revitalised Moonee Ponds Creek from the City of Melbourne’s strategy. 
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Artist impression of the new road over Footscray Road linking the tunnel to the city.

CONTACT US
info@wgta.vic.gov.au
1800 105 105

 Translation service – For languages  
other than English, please call 13 14 50.

Please contact us if you would like this information in an accessible format.

If you need assistance because of a hearing or speech impairment,  
please visit relayservice.gov.au

The West Gate Tunnel Project is entering an exciting phase, with the project’s 
first Tunnel Boring Machine, Bella, soon to start tunnelling the longer 4-kilometre 
outbound tunnel. This tunnel starts at Yarraville and heads south-west towards the 
West Gate Freeway near South Kingsville. The new tunnel will link the West Gate 
Freeway near Williamstown Road to the port and the city.

Bella will tunnel about nine metres a day, and tunnelling will take about 18 months.

To allow tunnelling to begin, there has been another important milestone achieved 
– the moving of the North Yarra Main Sewer that ran below the centre of Whitehall 
Street in Footscray and Yarraville. Diverting the sewer protects it from tunnelling 
and prevents disruptions to essential services. After a year closed, Whitehall street 
will be reopened to traffic.

The widening of the West Gate Freeway to provide four extra lanes is well 
underway, and will soon involve the replacement of two pedestrian bridges at 
Rosala Avenue, Altona North, and Muir Street, Spotswood. Installation will start in 
the coming months, in preparation for opening before the end of the year. 

The first of 14 kilometres of new noise walls are being installed at Crofts Reserve, 
Altona North, so that nearby residents and the thousands of people who use the 
important reserve will be protected from the noise from the 200,000 vehicles that 
use the West Gate Freeway every day.

In total, about 4000 new noise wall panels will be installed along the West Gate 
Freeway, making a significant difference for the community. The noise walls will be 
installed progressively along the freeway over the next few years.

Nearer to the city, on Footscray Road, we have shifted westbound traffic onto new 
temporary traffic lanes so that we can start building a construction site down the 
middle of Footscray Road and get to work on the elevated road that will run  
above it, connecting the tunnel to the port, city and CityLink.

There is a lot happening around the project with periodic road closures and traffic 
disruptions, so stay in touch with what is happening in your area.

Visit westgatetunnelproject.vic.gov.au/traveldisruptions, and follow  
facebook.com/westgatetunnelproject for regular updates.

Improving connections
The West Gate Tunnel Project is building more than a tunnel. The project will link the west 
of the city to the port, the city and CityLink. A bridge over the Maribyrnong River will 
connect the tunnel to the city through links connecting to Dynon Road, Footscray Road 
and an extension from Wurundjeri Way.

The new roads will better connect Melbourne's freeway network, giving people from the 
west another way to get to the city, hospitals and the universities in the north of the city.

UPDATE ON THE 
WEST GATE TUNNEL PROJECT

ADVERTISEMENT

Cladding agency has hands full
Cladding Safety Victoria (CSV) 
anticipates the number of 
high-risk buildings in Victoria 
to climb from 406 to at least 
1000 and for its rectification 
process to “test” the owners’ 
corporation (OC) model.

CSV chief executive Dan O’Brien made the 
comments at a cladding forum hosted by the 
Property Council of Australia on August 29.  

A state-wide audit of residential buildings 
that has so far inspected 2000 buildings has 
classified 406 as “high-risk”.

“I would expect over the next 13 months that 
we may have a problem set of around 1000 
buildings,” Mr O’Brien said.

CVS is the new state government agency 
set up with a $600 million budget in June to 
manage the cladding crisis. Mr O’Brien said 
he couldn’t answer to what extent additional 
funding would be needed to account for the 
rise.

The agency is currently piloting rectification 
processes with 15 initial high-risk buildings. 

“We need to understand the risk, and the 
funding needed to reduce risk at any point 
in time. We don’t have that now, we’re just 
beginning on the 15,” he said.

He also said the process would “test whether 
the owners’ corporation model is the 
right model to manage buildings in some 
instances”.

The comment was made in response to a 
question about whether or not different OCs 
would have the sophistication to deal with 
a rectification process facilitated by CSV, 
especially in light of statistics that showed a 
majority of the affected buildings across the 
state are under 10 stories.

“The answer is we doubt it, across the board. 
It won’t be uniform, we know that,” he said.

“I’ve seen some outstanding owners’ 
corporations and I’ve seen some others … 
we need to build their skill set up and try to 
empower them.”

 “Our focus is to empower and work with 

owners’ corporations. Working with them 
and getting them to take responsibility is a 
fundamental part of this program.”

“We would assist by helping them identify 
appropriate project managers. Where 
there is still a concern we would add 
and supplement that advice with other 
professionals.”

“We’ve got to work through that, but I’ve 
got good faith. It’s in their interest to get the 
building fixed and where there is a problem 
and a shared benefit people generally 
move pretty quickly.”

He said the agency’s relationships with 
different local councils was another non-
uniform element to navigate, but that the 
City of Melbourne has been one of the 
more engaged so far.

CSV chief executive Dan O’Brien addresses a Property Council cladding forum last month. 

Mobility to 
be resolved
By Sarah Bartlett

Mobility access will soon be 
restored at the Community 
Hub at The Dock following 
ongoing maintenance issues 
with the building’s lift.

The City of Melbourne confirmed that the 
lift that was previously malfunctioning at the 
community hub was in the process of being 
fixed. 

U3A Melbourne City branch vice president 
Russell Huntington, whose group have had 
issues accessing the building for some time, 
said that he was “pleased” with the news.

“We are very pleased that the lift has been 
restored, a lot of our members have mobility 
issues,” Mr Huntington said.

The two-storey community facility is located 
next to Library at The Dock, and sits on the 
waterfront of Victoria Harbour. 

The community hub offers a range of 
services to Docklands residents, including 
family support, parenting services and 
counseling, playgroups and immunisations. 

It is also used for Docklands Yacht Club, 
Dragon Boat Victoria, and the Melbourne 
Outrigger Canoe Club.
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AFL FEVER  
at Collins Square

Thurs 19 – Thurs 26 Sept 
727 Collins Street, Docklands

More information via  
collinssquare.com.au/whats-on

$40K raised for Alma
Docklands’ beloved tall ship 
Alma Doepel is $40,000 closer 
to returning to water. 

The project’s annual fundraising gala 
luncheon on Friday, August 16 helped the 
restoration team draw closer to its dream 
of returning the ship to the water as a youth 
training vessel. 

With channel Nine’s Brett McLeod filling 
in as MC for his colleague and long-time 
Alma supporter Peter Hitchener, a full 
house gathered for lunch at the Hotel 
Windsor as part of the event, which featured 
guest speakers, a raffle and silent and live 
auctions. 

Guests heard from former Alma voyager 
Matt McDonald and former Young 
Endeavour (a tall ship based in Sydney) 
youth sail training voyager Shae White, 
who both shared inspiring stories of their 
experiences, giving insight into what 
a restored Alma could offer the next 
generation. 

“As a youth living in the country, I find 
that there are few opportunities to have 
experiences like this [Young Endeavour] 
that help us develop as who we are,” Ms 
White said. “However, the Young Endeavour 
and future similar programs upon the Alma 
Doepel provide life-changing opportunities, 
which enable a diverse group of youth to 
collaborate.” 

Former chief of the Australian Navy vice 
admiral Tim Barrett featured as the event’s 
main guest speaker on the day, providing 
an interesting and inspiring overview of 
how the navy’s work impacts our everyday 
lives. From security and major operations 
to trade and communications, his speech 
was another stark reminder of just how 
important youth sail training vessels like 
Alma were for the future.

“Leadership at sea is resilience, teamwork 
and self-confidence. That’s it,” he said.  

The lunch took the funds raised within 
$300,000 of returning to water. To donate 
and find out more information visit 
almadoepel.com.au

“Spring clean” Docklands!
By Janette Corcoran

Last year, on a very wet 
Saturday, hundreds of 
volunteers from the 34 
chapters of Beach Patrol and 
Love Our Streets undertook a 
mammoth litter clean-up in 
the CBD.

And on Saturday, September 21, they will 
return - but this year, Docklands will be 
included in the clean-up with the launch 
of our own Love Our Streets Docklands - 
LOS3008!

Local LOS3008 organiser Adriana Brudan 
said the plan was for everyone to start at 
9am at Queensbridge Square in Southbank. 

From there, people will break into groups 
with a special Docklands group – LOS3008 
- heading to Harbour Esplanade near the 
Cow Up A Tree.

There they will be met by the DRG – 
Docklands Representative Group – who 
are providing a helping hand with the 
launch of LOS3008. And word has it that 
there may be a few interesting displays for 
local Docklanders to view. According to 
DRG chair, Jason Ting, this will also be a 
good way to meet the DRG and share your 
thoughts on all things Docklands. 

Then the clean-up starts. 

Docklanders will form small groups to 
target different areas in Docklands. Each 
group will be led by one of the LOS3008 
organising team – Adriana Brudan, Sierra 
Laidman, Faye Cowling, Adam Weiss, Ali 
Hoffmann (and maybe even myself!). 

“Our plan is that the groups will clean 
these Dockland areas for about one hour” 
passionate Docklander and sustainability 
advocate Adriana said. “We will then take 
what we have collected back to Southbank 
– returning to Docklands for a celebratory 
coffee – just not in a takeaway cup!” 

This concern for our streets and waterways 
is shared by the entire group, which also 
believes that many others in Docklands 
are frustrated about the constant stream of 
litter appearing on our streets and entering 
our waterways.

So, the invitation is out! Join LOS3008 on 
September 21 at our inaugural Docklands 
clean-up. You can register here: eventbrite.
com.au/e/spring-clean-the-city-2019-
tickets-60503976021

Vice admiral Tim Barrett addresses the luncheon. 
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Suite 2, Shop 18, Level 4, 100 Harbour Esp, Docklands, VIC 3008 (Located opposite Gate 1 of Marvel Stadium)
Tel: 03 9600 4327  •  Mob: 0412 316 424  •  Web: www.spartantrust.com.au

From individuals to business, Tony 
Smarrelli has been helping clients 
with their tax obligations for more 
than 45 years.

His experience spans generations of 
families and his client base has been 
built on referrals.

Spartan Financial offers:

•  A full range of accounting services
•  Competitive rates
•   Two branches located in Docklands 

and Coolaroo
•   The experience of accountants who 

have dealt with complex taxation 
matters for many years

The Docklands Income Tax Specialists.

Come in and talk with  
Tony Smarrelli and  
the team at the  
Docklands branch.

Spartan 
Financial

NewQuay keeps growing
MAB has submitted plans 
for its next residential 
development at NewQuay.

The developer submitted a planning 
application to the City of Melbourne 
last month for a 24-storey mixed-use 
development at 473-505 Docklands Drive. 

The development, known as Lot H, is 
situated on a 2270sqm site (pictured) in 
the western precinct of NewQuay fronting 
Docklands Drive and directly opposite Ron 
Barrassi Snr Park.  

A development plan for this area was 
approved by Minister for Planning Richard 
Wynne in 2018. The west precinct includes 
a linear park connecting the centre of 
NewQuay to Barassi Snr Park, flanked by 
five residential buildings.

A MAB spokesperson said that the Lot 

H proposal was consistent with the 
development plan and would include 195 
apartments and 500 sqm of office space if 
approved. 

“Under MAB’s proposal, the final two stages 
of the linear park will be completed, adding 
more than 3500 sqm of new parkland to 
NewQuay,” the spokesperson added. 

The design team includes landscape 
architects Aspect Studio for the public 
areas, while award-winning firm Freadman 
White Architects is responsible for the new 
building.  

“Lot H continues MAB’s record for 
partnering with innovative designers and 
producing leading developments which 
challenge the status quo and add to the 
diversity, character and amenity of this part 
of Docklands,” the spokesperson said. 

The City of Melbourne is the responsible 
authority for the application. 

Towering proposal
Developer Cromwell Property 
Group has lodged a proposal 
for a $350 million, 55-storey 
mixed-use tower for 700 Collins 
St. 

The developer formally lodged the plans with 
state government in July, with the proposal 
including office, hotel and apartments, as 
well as a four-storey podium car park with 
199 spaces. 

Around 13,000sqm of office space will fill 
13 floors, while up to 265 studio, one-, two- 

and three-bedroom apartments are being 
considered under a build-to-rent model by 
the developer. The proposal also includes a 
4.5 star, 182-room full service hotel. 

Cromwell’s head of property Bobby 
Pinning said: “This is another exciting 
value-add development opportunity for 
Cromwell and follows hot on the heels 
of the $75 million development approval 
received at Chatswood on Sydney’s North 
Shore.” 

The proposal is a major extension of the 
700 Collins St site, which is already home 
to a 17-storey office tower. Cromwell 
acquired the site in October 2004. 

A render of the proposal for 700 Collins St, Docklands. 
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Herb’s plan to put Rotary on the map
Yarra’s Edge resident and long-
time Rotarian Herb Greenwood 
is working on a bold plan to 
stage a big event at Bolte West 
Precinct on the banks of the 
Yarra River. 

Herb has been a member of the Rotary Club 
of Central Melbourne for many years and 
has recently engaged with the group’s new 
branch club in Docklands in an effort to raise 
Rotary’s profile in our local community. 

As head of the group’s fundraising 
committee, Herb has spearheaded the 
annual Opera on the Yarra event at the 
rowing sheds in Southbank held over 
previous years in March, which raises money 
for Rotary’s community projects. 

However, with the rowing sheds currently 
under renovation, Herb has been on the 
lookout for a new location on the Yarra to 
host a new event and has his sights set on 
something very different …

The unused Bolte West Precinct site on 
Lorimer St, owned by Development Victoria 
and touted for a future community and 
boating hub, is the ideal spot to host an event 
with a twist that showcases the beauty of 
Docklands, according to Herb. 

“I really want something with this sort of 

industrial character. I don’t want to go into 
something that is just a standard old place. 
It’s a bit of a West Side Story kind of setting is 
the way I equate it,” Herb said. 

“March is about the best time. This would be 
good because it’s under cover so that if does 
happen to rain we’re not losing the event. 
They’d just enter from Lorimer St and we 
could control that because it’s one entrance 
from the gate.”

“If we can arrange it, it would be great. I 
know there are lots challenges. I’d have to 
work out how to get things like electricity 
on to it and things like that. We’d have to get 
it inspected for safety but I understand all 
that.”

“If we start doing it now and getting things 
in place we can start to get people down and 
let them know what we want to do. We want 
to get into something that is going to make 
more of an impact on the community and 

put Rotary on the map down here.”

While the event has previously been centred 
on opera, Herb said the new event would 
aim to provide a more diverse and cultural 
musical offering to cater to a larger audience. 
Ideas surrounding food trucks and other 
activities are all on the table given the 
space of the site, which he believed could 
accommodate 300-400 people. 

“Opera is too highbrow,” Herb said. “It 
doesn’t attract enough people and if you 
try and do one particular opera you have 
to spend a lot of money on props and 
uniforms.”

More importantly, if the event came off, it 
could raise a potential $35,000 for Rotary’s 
efforts to end homelessness and support the 
disadvantaged. 

In the meantime, Herb said he would be 
busy talking to the powers that be about 
gaining access to the site and searching for 
potential sponsors. The Docklands Rotary 
Club also meets on the first and third 
Wednesday of every month to discuss its 
projects. 

The first Wednesday, the club meets in the 
morning at Saluministi Café, Bourke St 
and on the third Wednesday it meets in the 
evening after work at Cargo Restaurant at 
NewQuay. 

To find out how to help visit 
rotarydocklands.com.au 

Yarra’s Edge resident and Rotarian Herb Greenwood wants to stage a big event at the Bolte West Precinct site. 
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The Bolte marks 20 years over Docklands waters
By Alex Dalziel 

August 16 marked the 20th 
anniversary of the official 
opening of the Bolte Bridge. 

Since opening in 1999, the iconic twin 
cantilever bridge has served as the main 
passageway between Melbourne’s western 
suburbs, as well as a visually impressive 
landmark on the Docklands skyline.

Construction of the bridge took place 
between 1996 and 1999, with designers 
Hyder/ MBK and Denton Corker Marshall 
drawing up the original design, with 
construction by Baulderstone Hornibrook.

The “mega project” style effort in which the 
bridge was built was highly ambitious for 
the time, which also saw a revamp of the 
Citylink and would create one streamlined 
passageway right through to Docklands. 

Director at Denton Corker Marshall Neil 
Bourne worked as a junior architect on the 
projects at the time and said that the design 
was born out of its competitive tender 
process. 

“The Citylink tender had been undertaken 
and apparently the feedback to the tendering 
team was that their urban design needed to 
be improved,” he said.

Denton Corker Marshall was approached by 
Transurban, which was vying for the tender, 
and was asked to enhance the proposal with 
a strong urban design portfolio. 

“We suggested that the bridge was perhaps 
a bit ordinary and Transurban agreed. We 
worked on a proposal on the bridge and on a 
Melbourne gateway.”

The team worked on designs and the 
coloured steel beam “sticks” that tilt over 
the Tullamarine freeway simultaneously. Mr 
Bourne said that these designs were made to 
be passed through as a sequence, with the 
sticks on the Tullamarine and the sticks on 

the Bolte Bridge relating to each other. 

“We had to think of a unique way of making 
the Citylink visually impressive, I think the 
initial brief for the project just said, ‘create a 
gateway to the city’,” Bourne said. 

The design process was surprisingly quick. A 
few days after Denton Corker Marshall was 
approached by Transurban the tender had 
already been put in, leaving a small window 
of opportunity to come up with an urban 
design. 

By the time the architects had been put on 
the bridge, construction had been more 
or less finished, leaving the firm to think 
about ways of making the bridge visually 
impressive without changing the bridge 
itself. 

This is where the idea for the two now iconic 
towers sticking up in the middle of the 
bridge came from.

“In the original concept, the sticks were 
actually higher,” Mr Bourne said.

“We couldn’t change the bridge itself so 
we used red triangles and rectangular 
sticks, reduced them to their most simplest 
geometric forms and picked out red to help 
the colour stick out.”

Designers thought that the bridge looked to 
sparse and needed more scale, particularly 
more height. 

“People often say that the towers don’t do 
anything structurally, but we argue that they 
do a hell of a lot visually,” Mr Bourne said

“As you drive across the bridge the towers 
mark the first time you reach the bay from 
the Citylink and the bridge’s highest point, 
making it a threshold. From around the city, 
particularly when there weren’t as many 
towers around, it served as an urban marker.”

Since then, the Bolte has established its 
identity as one of Melbourne’s two iconic 
large bridges, adding to the diversity of 
urban design that can be found throughout 
Docklands, and Melbourne in general. 

“We have a saying, icon status is something 
that is earned. You can’t grab it, it is 
bestowed upon you, so we have been 
fortunate to work on design projects that 
have become iconic,” Mr Bourne said. 

(Left top and bottom) Original sketches of the Bolte Bridge by Denton Corker Marshall and (right) the bridge overlooking Victoria Harbour. 

Ground Floor, 440 Docklands Dr 
Docklands VIC 3008
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We invite you to share the feasting with 
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Art outside the academy
By Rhonda Dredge

People love being critical and 
the latest show at Deakin’s 
downtown gallery in Collins St 
encourages viewers to question 
the value of art as we know it.

Why should an old-fashioned painting of 
the royal family by Velasquez be given more 
credit than a pin board?

What if copies of pamphlets full of questions 
are available for the taking? 

Lynda Roberts is an arts administrator and 
she’s interested in the dissemination of 
ideas. So, she’s pinned questions to a board 
in the gallery and invited visitors to engage. 

Where would you take this question: what 
are the shifts in production that artists and 
local authorities need to negotiate within the 
contemporary public sphere?

The process of art in the 21st century seeks 
to wake up the viewer and get him or her 
moving. Forget about blind admiration. Art 
is a conversation. Get out there and ask a 
punter!

Public art in Docklands has become a tourist 
attraction, according to locals, because it 
does just that – gets people thinking. 

Heather Khoury, who works at Off with 
the Ferries, doesn’t particularly like the 
sculpture of a cow that hovers in the tree 
over their café but concedes that it’s good for 
business.

“It’s so strange,” she said. “We get tourists 
taking pictures. I don’t get it. It’s a drawcard 
for the tourists. People wonder why. What’s 
the meaning of it?”

This is the kind of response that Lynda 
Roberts, who works at Melbourne Town Hall, 
seeks. When she leaves the office and drives 
around in her little campervan to talk one-
on-one to people about art, she documents 
the responses. 

For her research project into the ideas that 
drive the art world, she parked her van all 
over the place – mostly at important cultural 
events – to goad people into thinking about 
such issues. 

Ever since the 1960s art has been slowly 
slipping out of galleries and into public 
spaces. 

The Deakin exhibition Everyday Research 
foregrounds this shift. Some postgraduate 
students were lucky enough to get site-
specific gigs at this year’s Venice Biennale.

A video of two researchers trying to play ping 
pong in a narrow street in Venice with a net 
not quite long enough is amusing but also 
provokes envy.

Watching two academics hoon about in 
Venice with locals disappearing into nearby 
historic homes is a far cry from the dutiful 
demeanours of workers in Tower Two of 
Collins Square, where the gallery is situated.

Does art belong outside the academy? The 
answer for these researchers is a definite yes.

Questions from Deakin. 

Docklands’ iconic cow. 

Police centre 
tops out
Construction on the new 
Victoria Police Centre (VPC) 
reached a major milestone 
last month, with the final 
floor poured on the 40-storey 
Docklands building. 

Adjoining the existing 313 Spencer Street 
Police Complex, the new VPC will be 
fitted-out internally during the coming 
months, with the first staff moving in 
mid-next year. 

More than 5000 employees will be based 
in the building, moving from the current 
headquarters at the World Trade Centre 
at Flinders Wharf. 

Victoria Police’s chief commissioner 
Graham Ashton said the new modern 
purpose-built facility would enable 
consolidation of Victoria Police’s city 
operations and support staff into one 
location. 

“The opportunity to co-locate with the 
existing 313 Spencer St Police Complex, 
which was completed in 2015, will allow 
greater interaction and collaboration 
between operational and business 
teams,” he said. 

The “top out” ceremony on August 19 
was attended by the chief commissioner, 
Minister for Police Lisa Neville and 
owners Cbus Property and Keppel REIT, 
as well as Probuild, which designed and 
constructed the building. 
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Kids fly free!*
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Treat your kids to free flights on Melbourne Star  
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Book now at melbournestar.com
*See melbournestar.com for full terms and conditions

A part of Alma’s 
history returned
By Alex Dalziel

The team of talented 
shipwrights working to restore 
the Alma Doepel at Victoria 
Harbour was gifted a number 
of treasures from the ship’s 
past last month.

The 116-year-old topsail schooner has been 
moored at Victoria Harbour in Docklands 
as part of a 10-year long project to restore 
the vessel to its former glory. 

In August, the team working on the 
restoration was gifted several relics from 
the ship’s past, including the original 
building plans from 1903, a wooden model 
from 1904 and a copy of the original plans 
made in the 1970s. 

The great-great grandson of the ship’s 
original builder, Paul Webb, presented the 
gifts to the restoration team on August 15. 

Boat builder and shipping entrepreneur 
Fredrick Doepel built the Alma Doepel 
in 1903, which he named after one of his 
daughters. Fredrick is the maternal great-
great grandfather of Paul Webb.

It was a family coincidence that led Paul 
to discover the re-creation of the original 
plans. 
Paul told Docklands News that after his 
paternal grandfather passed away in 
the 1990s, he found the copies in his 
grandfather’s garage. 

“We found this rolled up bit of paper that 
had Alma Doepel written on it, not knowing 
that he had any connection to the boat at 
all at this stage,” Paul said. 

“When we found the plans all we thought 
was, why would he have these for?” 

Paul eventually found out that his mother’s 
family had engaged a draftsman to make a 
copy of the original plans, which turned out 
to be his dad’s father. 

It was a surprise to Paul, who had not 
known that the two sides of his family had 
been connected so long ago. 

When Paul’s maternal grandfather, Jeff 
Doepel, passed away, the original plans 
and wooden model were given to him, 
uniting two important parts of Alma 
Doepel’s history from two different families. 

The shipwrights working on Alma 
Doepel graciously accepted the gifts, and 
compared the original vision of the boat 
with their modern restoration. 

Tom, a lead shipwright working on the 
Alma Doepel said he felt privileged to work 
on the vessel.

“It’s exciting to have an opportunity to work 
on a vessel as great as the Alma with as 
much history. It feels good to be working 
on something that is going to provide a 
long lasting legacy for future generations,” 
he said. 

When the Alma Doepel is completed 
volunteers will use it as a youth sail training 
vessel along the Victorian coast. The Alma 
Doepel program would take 35 kids from 
all walks of life and put them on a nine-
day sailing journey, teaching them how to 
operate a boat as well as providing valuable 
life experience. 

“We would take future leaders, as well 
as kids who have been going through a 
rough time or have had trouble with the 
police, and give them an unforgettable 
experience,” Collin, a volunteer working at 
the Alma Doepel, said. 

Studios wrap up 
and start again
By Sarah Bartlett

Docklands Studios is currently 
at a busy cross section having 
wrapped up production of 
hit US TV show Preacher 
and secured upcoming series 
Shantaram.

Preacher is the biggest television 
production to come to Victoria since Steven 
Spielberg’s The Pacific (2007).

Co-creator and show runner Sam Catlin 
said he thought Preacher would be filmed 
in Sydney, but when he sent a pre-scout 
they reported that Melbourne was “the 
most versatile, had the best crews and 
facilities”.

“Working at Docklands Studios was 
amazing, it’s a very state-of-the-art facility,” 
he said.

“The stages could handle everything we 
were able to write.”

The executive producer David Coatsworth 
said the studios were the “cornerstone” of 
the production coming to Victoria.

“Docklands was able to provide everything 
we needed in terms of shop space, 
wardrobe, offices,” he said.

The highly anticipated 10-part television 
adaption of Gregory David Roberts’ 
international best-selling novel Shantaram 

will also be filmed at Docklands Studios.

The federal government will be delivering 
$7.4 million for the production through 
its Location Incentive Program, and the 
Victorian state government is assisting 
the production through Film Victoria’s 
Production Incentive Attraction Fund. 

Shantaram ‘s 11-month production 
schedule is expected to bring $46 million 
into the Victorian economy and produce 
over 1000 employment opportunities, 
including 330 positions for local cast as 
well. This project will also see the use of 
services from over 500 local businesses. 

The series will be based on Mr Roberts’ 
2003 debut novel, which follows a 
convicted Australian bank robber and 
heroin addict’s journey on the run after 
escaping from Melbourne’s Pentridge 
Prison and fleeing to India. 

The story parallels the author’s personal 
experience and the novel sold over six 
million copies and was published in 39 
languages.  

The series will be the first streaming TV 
series from Apple TV, a decision which 
came after the company’s announcement 
of plans to commission more original 
material. 

Filming will begin in October at the studios. 
There will also be filming at the Pentridge 
Prison and other locations, some of which 
will substitute for Mumbai. 

Actor Dominic Cooper, pictured in Docklands, plays Jesse Custer in Preacher.
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Going on at the Mission
By Sue Dight

It is exciting times at the 
Mission to Seafarers.  

You will have seen the horrific graffiti left 
by those who have no idea of the value of 
the Mission to Seafarers building to the 
people of Victoria and our community in 
Docklands – but it is changing.

If you have crossed the Seafarers Bridge to 
Southbank recently you will have seen that 
Riverlee has put up their display suite on 
the Seafarers Rest Park area. 

The Mission has scaffolding on the back of 
the building and there are workman’s huts 
all around.

Services continue for the seafarers on the 
inside – but also a transformation.  

The builders have replaced the timber 
floors in the main hall. 

The pool table will no longer have its 
peculiar tilt as they are very level, and no 
longer bouncing underfoot.  

The main hall is also getting fresh coats of 
paint, and new carpets. 

The Dome has had the damage to the 
concrete repaired, and the skylights 
replaced, and repaired.  

The Heritage Centre has also had a fresh 
coat of paint, new carpets, and will be ready 
for exhibitions soon.

The chapel windows, and other stained 
glass in the building are being repaired, 
and the weather vane is back from the 
conservators and will be back on the roof as 
soon as the access is available via scaffold.  

The Mission will reopen to the public just in 
time for the Annual ANL Maritime Art Prize 
and Exhibition.  

The exhibition is open from October 4 to 
20, 10am to 10pm.

It is a wonderful opportunity to see or 
purchase works from artists that have 
submitted from all around the world. 
Entries this year have come from Spain, NZ, 
USA, Germany and every state in Australia.  

The Mission is looking forward to the floors 
lasting for at least the next 60 years, as they 
discovered the last time repairs were done 
were in 1959 as the newspaper discovered 
below the floors indicated.  

A small-time capsule (including a copy of 
the August edition of Docklands News) was 
placed under the new boards to remind the 
next generations of the work going on at the 
Mission.  

A worker places a time capsule under the floor.

Media moment for pier
By Rhonda Dredge

Central Pier is the centre of 
life for several businesses 
and a 100-year-old heritage 
structure; one of the last of its 
kind in Docklands.

So, when it was closed dramatically last 
month voices were raised in the media.

Prominent among them was Jeff Gordon, 
skipper of the Lady Cutler, which berths 
at the pier.

The Lady Cutler has 25 cruises booked for 
next month, some of them weddings, and 
the phone was running hot with queries 
from concerned customers.

So, it was not surprising that Mr Gordon 
grabbed a soapbox opportunity with all of 
the media present to express his concerns.

“There are not many opportunities as a 
businessman to get media attention,” he 
told Docklands News. “I want to see the 
last heritage in Docklands remain.”

Mr Gordon said that the closure was part 
of a “structured removal of boats and 
businesses off the pier.”

“We don’t know who is talking to 
Development Victoria. Somebody has 
made a decision. They’ve told us we have 
to get off. We’re in negotiations for a 
solution.”

A redevelopment plan for the harbour will be 
released in October, he said, and he expects 
the pier to be part of that.

The pier was under close scrutiny from the 
media following its dramatic closure on 
safety grounds, with one news crew being on 
the spot when the decision was announced.

More than 100 diners were told to finish their 
meals in 15 minutes then leave the Woolshed 
restaurant, including Channel 7 reporter Jodi 
Lee.

Ms Lee was back at the pier the following day 
filing a news report. She made light of her 
experience as a victim of a night on the town 
gone wrong, denying that she’d been forced 
to wolf down her meal. 

“We didn’t eat anything,” she told Docklands 
News. “I had a drink.”

Media and members of the general public 
were denied access to the pier so The Age 
and Channel Nine sent out drones to capture 
close-up footage of the piles.

“It was blowing around a bit out there,” said 
Travers, a Channel Nine cameraman, when 
the drone returned. “It moved around in the 
wind.”

Channel 10 had a van on the site and was 
filming from a mast camera. Even the AFL 
sent a photographer to document the fact 
that the AFL flags were still flying on the pier 
even though their event had been cancelled.

Closure of the pier will affect many 
businesses and movers and shakers on the 
harbour are concerned about its future.

(Left) Jeff Gordon talks to the ABC and (right) a media drone on its way to the pier.
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The District 
Docklands in 24 hours
A destination where a day out is never the same, with so much to 
explore and experience, a new discovery at every turn. 

Just when you think there’s nothing left 
to do in Melbourne and every adventure 
consists of calling a cab, jumping on a train, 
tram and a bus, dodging crowds or looking 
for parking ... well, experience The District 
for a laid-back weekend that will keep you 
coming back for more. 

When you arrive at The District, be 
sure to start your day with a coffee and 
a spot of shopping, with a number of 
everyone’s favourite brands in the one 
place including H&M, UNIQLO, Cotton 
On, Bonds, Kathmandu and Hype DC, just 
to name a few. If you’re looking for a more 
relaxing approach, book a pamper session 
at Nails Avenue, or even better, a massage 
with Orientcare. The Coffee Club has just 
launched a brand-new menu with delicious 
lunch options to enjoy in the restaurant or 
on the go as takeaway. The salted caramel 
and double chocolate frappes are a must! 

To ensure you have a comfortable stay 
in Docklands, you can’t go past Quest 
NewQuay. It’s located in a prime position 
just a short walk from The District, featuring 
a suite of different room types sure to meet 
your needs. Whether it be a studio, one-, 
two- or three-bedroom apartment, the 
amazing staff will make you feel at home 
whatever your choice may be.  

Once you’ve settled into your 
accommodation, take a stroll on the 
waterfront before making your way back to 
The District for a full afternoon of adventure! 
You can’t go past HOYTS with the best 
surround sound and all recliner seats, sit 
back while your snacks are brought to your 
seats. If you haven’t been on the Melbourne 
Star, then you’re missing out. After the 
movie, see Melbourne from a different 
360-degree, unobstructed view of up to 40 
kilometres from 120 metres high. By this 
time, you’ll be on a sunset flight.  

There is an abundance of dinner choices at 

The District. Choose from a world of cuisine, 
with Greek restaurant Yassas, Japanese by 
Fukutontei Ramen or Vietnamese by Tho 
Tho Bar & Restaurant, or work your way 
through Asia at 8 Street Docklands. Next 
stop is Archie Brothers Cirque Electriq, your 
one-stop entertainment destination. There 
are six bowling lanes, loads of arcade and 
ticket games, the XD Theatre and dodgems, 
hours of entertainment partnered with a 
full-service cocktail bar … what more could 
you ask for!

Wind down and finish off your day with 
a drink at Urban Alley Brewery; Docklands’ 
very own on-site brewery, with only windows 
separating the 25-hectolitre brewhouse 
and pub. Not sure what to choose? Get any 
five beers to sample on a tasting flight and 
work your way through them all! Before 
you head back to your hotel, take away 
delicious chocolate sweets from San Churro 
Docklands, or pancakes from The Pancake 
Parlour. And if you’re after something lighter, 
Gelateria on the Docks has the best ice 
cream and gelato in Docklands. 

You’re guaranteed a good night’s sleep 
after such a fun day out, so draw the curtains 
and sleep tight until you have to check out at 
10am. If you need a wakeup call, speak with 
the concierge at Quest NewQuay, this can 
be easily arranged! Before you head home, 
Billy’s District Café is a must for a good coffee 
and brunch, fuelling you with energy for the 
day ahead. 

Now there’s just one thing left! Get your 
partner, family or friends together and spend 
24 hours at The District. 

Fashion in Docklands
By Sarah Bartlett

Collins Square will be one of 
six venues to host a Melbourne 
Fashion Week (MFW) capsule 
exhibition this September.

The pop-up exhibition is supported by 
Walker Corporation and Melbourne 
Fashion Week and will showcase Australian 
designer Jason Grech’s striking collection 
of couture pieces. Fabric will be hung and 
draped from a glass canopy in a dramatic 
fashion to enhance the atmosphere in the 
precinct. 

Walker Corporation’s general manager of 
commercial assets Emily Carroll said that 
the partnership delivered a further layer 
to Walker’s desire for Collins Square to 
supply an engaging and innovative space 
for its employees and for the Docklands 
community.

“This partnership with MFW truly reflects 
the passion Walker has for art and design 
and to create an inspiring place for the 
28,000 people working in and visiting 
Collins Square each day,” she said. 

“We are excited to host a capsule collection 
of a renowned Australia designer in the 
form of a large-scale installation. It is a 
spectacular exhibition that will attract 
fashion and art lovers from across the city.” 

Collins Square will additionally be hosting 
the Wear For Success charity clothing 
drive in partnership with the City of 
Melbourne. This will offer the community 
the opportunity to cleanse their wardrobe 
and assist disadvantaged Victorians get into 
the work force, by donating pre-loved work 
wear. Items such as unopened and unused 
makeup and deodorant and Myki cards are 
also welcomed. The clothing drive will be 
set up outside Italian Man in Collins Square 
in the retail plaza.

Docklands residents are encouraged to 
bring their favourite pieces from past 
seasons that would also be appropriate 
for occasions such as job interviews, work 
placements, and other significant life-
changing events. 

These pieces could be a staple clothing item 
that work with numerous outfits, or a few 
pieces that work well together. Accessories 

and high-quality handbags are also 
encouraged. 

A City of Melbourne spokesperson said that 
their partnership with Collins Square had 
provided the council with the opportunity 
to host a range of engaging and entertaining 
activities that interested people from 
around Melbourne.

“Our partnership with Collins Square 
continues to grow from strength to 
strength, having already hosted a number 
of key events that have attracted people 
to the Docklands precinct,” a council 
spokesperson said. 

Last year for MFW, the retail plaza was 
adorned with a large balloon display hung 
from the ceiling over the jewellery and 
accessories capsule exhibition. 

This year, the fashion capsule exhibition at 
Collins Square will deliver an experience 
that will captivate and impress viewers, 
and continue to solidify the continuing 
partnership between Collins Square and 
MFW. The Fashion Capsule Exhibition 
runs until September 6. The Wear for 
Success charity clothing drive will run until 
September 5. 
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Health and Wellbeing

Amanda Olsen

Physiotherapist 
Docklands Health 
docklandshealth.com.au

Women’s Health Week is here
It’s a common theme that 
women across the globe look 
after everyone else’s needs 
before their own. However, how 
can you care for others if you do 
not care for yourself?

The topic “women’s health” covers a 
multitude of conditions from the waist down. 
Some women have the belief that pelvic-
related issues are a normal phenomenon, 
especially as we age. However, this is not the 
case and it is not something that should be 
put up with! The common denominator of 
women’s health conditions is a weak pelvic 
floor. The pelvic floor is a group of muscles 
that sit at the base of the pelvis and act as a 
heavy-duty sling supporting your bladder, 
bowel, and reproductive organs. When these 
muscles lose their endurance and strength, 
that sling cannot efficiently support those 
organs, and episodes of incontinence or 
prolapse may occur.

Incontinence - defined as the involuntary 
loss of urine from the bladder; faeces or wind 
from the bowel - is a common complaint 
(especially urinary incontinence) in 
women with pelvic floor problems. Urinary 
incontinence has three main subtypes: stress 
incontinence, urge incontinence, and mixed 

incontinence. 
1. Stress incontinence is when urine 

involuntarily passes with coughing or 
sneezing, laughing, or jumping/running 
- i.e. when a high enough pressure is 
exerted through your lower torso and 
pelvis. 

2. Urge incontinence symptoms typically 
present as a continuous feeling that you 
need to empty your bladder. This is due to 
having an overactive bladder whereby the 
bladder spasms and sends signals to use 
the bathroom, even if it isn’t properly full.

3. Mixed incontinence involves both 
stress and urge incontinence symptoms 
occurring.

Some easy tips you can start doing 
if you are experiencing any of the 
above:
1. Avoid high-impact activities that involve 

running or jumping - mainly for those 
suffering from stress incontinence - 
until symptoms have resolved and your 
pelvic floor has regained its strength and 
endurance. 

2. Get the necessary muscles strong! The 
pelvic floor works with your deep core 
muscle (the transverse abdominis) … 
pilates anyone? Studies have shown 
that when activating the transverse 
abdominis, the pelvic floor muscles are 
indirectly activated as well, and vice 

versa. Therefore, activities such as pilates 
and yoga can help you strengthen your 
core and pelvic floor muscles and pave 
the way to a stronger pelvis.

3. Pelvic floor exercises (PFEs) - all this talk 
of strengthening the pelvic floor, but no 
idea how to engage them? Here’s how. 
The action is drawing your pelvic muscles 
up and in, so as to stop the flow of urine 
or to prevent passing wind. The best thing 
about these exercises is that they can be 
done anywhere. You should alternate 
between sustained holds and quick 
pulses. I advise my patients to aim for a 
solid 10 second hold a few times per day, 
alternating this with quick pulses of 10 
repetitions at a time. 

Besides incontinence, prolapse is another 
condition that women experience due to 
poor pelvic floor strength. If your pelvic 
floor muscles are extremely weak, there 
is the possibility that your pelvic organs 
can become displaced out of their normal 
position. The typical symptom women feel 
if this happens is a fullness or bulging in the 
vaginal canal. If you feel anything remotely 
like this, do not brush it aside, go straight 
to your doctor to be referred to a women’s 
health specialist!

Women’s Health Week Australia is 
happening now - September 2 to 6. Ladies, 
do yourself a favour, and check out the 
event’s website to gain some really helpful 
and useful knowledge for YOUR health!

Mission to Seafarers is 
your local venue in the 
heart of Docklands
Refurbished and 
Fully Licenced 
Open 
10am to 10pm Daily

Info@missiontoseafarers.com.au

It’s the perfect place 
for your next event

Drop in and 
see for yourself

717 Flinders St, Docklands
03 9629 7083

Free e-waste  
recycling day 
Save your old mobile phone, computer or appliance from  
landfill by dropping them off at our e-waste recycling day.

Saturday 21 September, 10am to 3pm 
Argyle Square, Cardigan Street, Carlton 

Commercial quantities not accepted. 

Larger items can be taken to the waste and recycling centre  
at 437 Dynon Road, West Melbourne. 

This is a free service for City of Melbourne residents.  
Proof of address such as a rates notice or drivers licence  
must be provided to avoid incurring drop off costs. 

Visit melbourne.vic.gov.au/springclean or call 9658 9658  
for more information.

Some helpful resources you can 
explore are:

 ■ womenshealthweek.com.au 
 ■ jeanhailes.org.au
 ■ continence.org.au
 ■ pelvicfloorfirst.org.au
 ■ “National Public Toilet Map” app

About me…
I am a physiotherapist at Docklands 

Health and have recently emigrated to 
Australia. Originally from the United States, 
I completed my masters in physiotherapy 
in Ireland. It was during that time that 
I felt an affinity to helping women be 
their best selves after working alongside 
several women’s health physiotherapists. 
I subsequently completed my thesis on 
the prevalence of urinary incontinence 
in nulliparous sports women and have 
promised myself to pursue a postgraduate 
certificate in women’s health physiotherapy. 
Until then, I have several years’ experience 
working with musculoskeletal injuries 
and neurological conditions as well as 
teaching pilates, so pop in and come see me!  
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Docklander

Our apartment layouts might be 
uniform, but our interiors need 
not be! 

Advice abounds about how we, vertical 
villagers, can decorate our small spaces. 

We are advised to delineate areas, go 
vertical with storage, choose a light colour 
palette (or alternatively) go bold, add layers 
for depth – and most important of all – invest 
in appropriate furniture.   

But just what is appropriate for our space-
challenged apartments? 

Scanning the many guidelines offered by 
small space stylists, current advice cautions 
us not to take the “dollhouse approach”, 
meaning that we should not simply shrink 
our furnishing and outfit our abodes with 
tiny furniture. 

According to course director of interior 
architecture at Swinburne University Kirsten 
Day, the best types of furniture to use in 
small spaces are simple open-framed chairs 
and tables, furniture with light frames, steel 
or timber, and open backs.  She further 
advises that fitted living room furniture with 

built-in side tables that hug the wall is better 
than large single units and isolated tables.  
And Kirsten is also an advocate for flexible 
space (i.e. multi-purpose arrangements). 

To date, flexible space in Australia has 
focused on transforming furniture - sofas 
which turn into beds, coffee tables which 
change into dining tables, etc.  The more 
radical options, such as moving robotic 
walls, were the stuff of futuristic design fairs. 

But things are about to change
Swedish furniture giant IKEA is teaming 

up with US start-up, Ori, to create such a 
robotic furniture product.  

Ori’s current collection includes a “pocket 
closet” (an expanding and concealable 
wardrobe) and in conjunction with IKEA, 
Ori is developing the ROGNAN solution 
which enables a bedroom to transform into a 
living and working space. 

“More IKEA …” I hear you sigh. 
And it is a common lament that in being 

one of the few retailers that offer reasonably 
priced furniture suited to our space, that 
many small apartments can look like a page 
from an IKEA catalogue. 

Enter the IKEA hack  
As many know, IKEA hacking has been 

growing in popularity for some time with 
entire sites now dedicated to sharing tips. 
Early on, the Swedish retailer “disliked” this 
idea but they have changed their tune, even 
offering ideas themselves. 

IKEA hacking started with the  
re-engineering of IKEA pieces to serve 
another purpose but increasingly, these 
hacks focus on customising the appearance 
of the skandi furniture – the decorative hack.

In recognising this desire to customise 
one’s IKEA, the past few years have seen 
several start-ups emerge which offer 
different ways of doing this. Among these are 
Norse Interiors, Reform, Panyl, Hølte and 
even our own Australian LUX.

At Norse Interiors (USA), they offer 
“luxurious, custom-made replacement 
pieces to turn IKEA furniture storage into 
bespoke works of art.” Customers choose the 
colour and design of pieces which fit over 
existing IKEA furniture.  

Reform’s offer is more a swap-out of 
kitchen fronts and countertops which they 
promise are easy to combine with IKEA’s 
basic and popular modules. 

Hølte, a London-based studio, provides 
a high-end version of this aftermarket 
alteration service, offering an array of 
coloured handles, countertop surfaces and 
hand-finished cabinet fronts. 

Deviating from this refit approach, Panyl 
and our own LUX offer more accessible ways 
of customising - no screw drivers needed!

Panyl is a do-it-yourself furniture wrap 
which comes in multiple colours and wood 
grain textures. 

Meanwhile LUX offers a range of overlay 
panels along with a selection of handles, 
legs and feet which can be combined for a 
“designer look on a flat-pack budget”.  LUX’s 
products are Australian designed and made, 
and LUX is Australian owned and operated 
– which could mark the beginning of an 
interesting OZ-scandi fusion!

So, before you send your IKEA unit to 
landfill, think about “hacking out” a second 
life. 

SkyPad Living

Janette Corcoran 
Apartment living expert

https://www.facebook.
com/SkyPadLiving/

Vertical living style

Helping future generations tackle waste
By Alex Dalziel 

Docklands resident Mika Grechyk has published a new book that teaches children about responsible rubbish disposal. 

With over 25 years of consulting 
experience for a number of large 
multinational corporations, Ms Grechyk has 
taken to writing children’s books in her spare 
time. 

The busy businesswoman spends most 
of her time between Australia and Europe, 
where she consults and runs workshops for 
Fortune 500 companies like Ernst and Young 
and Coca Cola. She was also once the vice 
president of the Snowy Mountains Chamber 
of Commerce.

Her business saw her spend 23 years in 
Europe before coming back and finding a 
home in Docklands, which was a purposeful 
decision. 

“I enjoyed the amazing cosmopolitan life 
Docklands had to offer, living in high-rises, 
enjoying the views,” she said.

“Docklands was the only match to the 
[European] lifestyle I had grown accustomed 
to, it is so pleasing to the eye, and 
everywhere you look there is nothing that is 
old or rundown.” 

Mika is in the works of writing a children’s 
book called, What happens to all our 
rubbish? Wondered the very curious red 
bin, which was inspired by her grandson’s 
childlike curiosity of rubbish.

The book follows three rubbish bins as 
they look at how our waste is managed after 
disposal.

The beginning of the book is dedicated 
to her grandson, who developed a passion 

for his three rubbish bins at 16 months old. 
Mika said that her grandson would help his 
parents bring the bins out and wait patiently 
for the garbage truck to arrive. 

At home her grandson would play with 
his toy garbage truck and bins constantly. 
Mika would drive him around the suburbs 
following the garbage trucks just to see them 
stop and pick up rubbish. 

“We would ad lib and tell each other 

stories, and my grandson kept on saying ‘can 
you tell me that story about the bins’,” she 
said.

“We would grow the story, so the next 
week or two weeks later it would be different. 
He would then wheel the bins over so they 
could hear the story, and would say ‘the red 
one is the brave one and the green one is the 
scared one’… so that’s how it came about.”

Mika started talking to other parents and 

discovered similar rubbish obsessions 
among other kids. She took this as her 
starting point, deciding to make three 
rubbish bins: general, recycling and green; 
the protagonists of her story. 

She hopes to teach young children about 
what happens to rubbish once it is taken 
away by the garbage trucks, and improve 
awareness about responsible disposal 
practices among kids. 

“When I was younger there was no 
segregation of rubbish, things just went into 
one bin and maybe there was the green bin 
but now there is, children know now and it’s 
part of their life,” Mika said.

“Rubbish is part of a young child’s life and 
this book teaches children how to dispose of 
it responsibly and learn of its benefits.”

As a Docklander, Mika endorses the local 
Love Our Streets (LOS3008) group and wrote 
her book partly as a supplement to the street 
cleaning campaign which will begin on 
September 21.

“Compared to other countries, of which 
I have been to many, Australia is a clean 
country and a proud country. I love this new 
initiative of cleaning our streets and would 
love to tap into this as a citizen,” Mika said.

What happens to our rubbish? Wondered 
the curious red bin is printed to be one 
hundred percent recyclable, plastic free and 
carbon neutral. 

BooksGrowUs.com

Mika Grechyk with her soon-to-be-published book
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Precinct Perspective

A day in the life of Victoria Harbour
Every day, any day, is a special 
day at Victoria Harbour, 
Docklands. What a beautiful 
and unique community us “Vic 
Harbourites” have. So much to 
do, see, and experience.

Victoria Harbour has it all. If you want to 
exercise, we have running tracks, bike paths, 
fitness spaces and beautiful clean fresh air 
should you want to join the many lunchtime 
walkers to the end of the wharf on most days 
of the week. 

For bike riders we not only have dedicated 
safe bike paths, we have a fabulous bike 
shop in Good Cycles that will soon be 
permanently operating near the corner of 
NAB and Harbour Esplanade. Go in and see 
the guys for a professional, yet cheap, service 
to your bike. They will also pump your tyres 
up for free or just offer some cycling advice. 

If you prefer to run, my favourite running 
route is from my home at Waterside Place 
up to the end of the wharf to look at the 
beautiful octopus mural, and then back 

down again to Harbour Esplanade over to 
New Quay to the Ron Barrassi Snr Park. A 
loop of that and back again and you can 
run, jog or walk 5km without one traffic light 
stop. Where else can you do that so close to a 
major city centre? All that’s missing is a place 
to swim and I am putting it out there, (hope 
you’re reading, Melbourne City Council!) 
my dream to see better waste management 
along the water’s edge and in the harbour, so 
the water is safe for swimming. My ultimate 
dream: A Docklands triathlon taking in all 
the lovely sights!

If sport isn’t your thing, Vic Harbour offers 
a cornucopia of culture! For one we have the 
magnificent and award-winning Library at 
the Dock, staffed by friendly librarians, with 
a dedicated children’s space, art gallery and 
coffee shop. You can easily while away a few 
hours there if you have them to spare. It’s a 
popular spot for all ages and we are so lucky 
to have it right on our doorstep. On many 
days there is a performance either within or 
outside the library … that’s if you just want to 
spectate. 

If you prefer to take part, you can find your 
voice at Victoria Harbour with the Open-
Door Singers; a community singing group 
that is open to all ages, all voices, all cultures. 

You might have caught one of its melodic 
performances in the library or along the 
waterfront at various times through the year. 
Just turn up on a Wednesday night at The 
Hub behind the library at 5.30pm and see 
what it’s like for yourself. 

But wait, there’s more! Tired and hungry 
from your outdoor experience at Vic 
Harbour or from a morning engrossed in a 
book? Then it’s time for refreshment. How 
lucky are we to have a very new cafe open 
its doors at Victoria Harbour? Min Café, the 
charming pink-themed cafe is situated at 
the corner of Bourke St and Waterside Place. 
It offers great coffee with artisan beans 
and fresh clean food. There is something 
for everyone on the menu, including some 
options for the growing vegan community. 
Say hello to the owner Elle … she will make 
you very welcome!

Us apartment dwellers have everything 
we need on our doorstep: post office, 
supermarket, medical centre and cafes – 
all within walking distance. Woolworths 
at Victoria Harbour is managed by a very 
affable and helpful woman who you will see 
stacking the shelves and meeting customers 
rather than being stuck in her office. 
Woollies also has the friendliest fruit and 

vegie manager on the planet in Dorothy.
Within this small community most of 

our services and retailers want to make us 
welcome and together we are creating a real 
community.

As noted in the last two issues of 
Docklands News, each of the three precincts 
will be writing a column every third month. 
This month it’s my turn. I am a Vic Harbour 
resident, working from home as a historian 
and in the final stages of writing up my PhD 
thesis. When not at my desk you will see 
me training around Docklands, riding my 
bike, running or swimming in the pool in my 
building. I live with my two beautiful cats, 
Chloe and Gerald, and have two wonderful 
sons living close by. 

If you want me to cover any particular 
aspect of Vic Harbour life, just send me an 
email at: stellambarber@gmail.com

Thanks for reading!

Stella M. Barber

Victoria Harbour resident
stellambarber@gmail.com

“we live
here”TM

www.welivehere.net 
emails to campaign@
welivehere.net

We Live Here

Small print shrinks state cladding fund
Premier Daniel Andrews’ cladding fund might be able to help a tiny percentage of apartment buildings with dangerous cladding.

The small print in the recent Victorian 
Building Authority (VBA) report explained 
that more than half the headline-grabbing 
$300 million fund would be earmarked to 
fix the cladding on the government’s own 
buildings.

Less than $150 million will be left over 
for ordinary folk living in combustible 
apartments. 

At an average remediation cost of $5 
million per building, the fund is just enough 
to take care of the cladding on perhaps 30 
buildings.

That’s about three per cent of the 1069 
buildings that the Victorian Cladding 
Taskforce deemed a “risk to life”.  

This cladding fund seems to be scant 
propitiation for the government’s significant 
role in this whole scandal – having overseen 
the disastrous “self-regulation” regime.

And three per cent is long way short of 
“half” the fire-risk buildings that the state 
government said it would help.

Meanwhile, another cladding fire in 
Canberra this month, ignited by a discarded 
cigarette on a balcony, has once more 
highlighted the issue. 

And Minister for Planning Richard 
Wynne made the headlines in a case being 
prosecuted against a building surveyor who 
signed off on dangerous cladding for several 
buildings. 

Please remember that the state 
government was the architect and, for 
decades, the arbiter and enforcer of the 
disastrous building self-regulation regime. 
This was a system that sanctioned the 

wholesale approval of substandard and 
dangerous works by government-accredited, 
private building surveyors. 

As a major beneficiary of the runaway 
building boom, the government’s role in the 
genesis of today’s cladding calamity is both 
intimate and comprehensive.  

The state’s desultory oversight of a cavalier 
and corrupt industry over so many years 
is an unmitigated failure of duty of care 
that cannot be extenuated with a monthly, 
hyperbolic sound-bite from Spring St.

We expect much more from our 
government than empty funding promises 
and animated blame-shifting.

Mr Andrews and Mr Wynne, how 
about forgoing the false magnanimity 
and confected indignation? Just accept 
responsibility for the mess and do something 
concrete.

Sadly, so many state governments 
around Australia are guilty of the same 
monumentally incompetent supervision of 
building standards.

Again, we urge the federal government to 
call a Royal Commission into the building 
industry and the appalling multi-billion-
dollar legacy that ordinary Australians are 
now paying for.

OC Act reforms fall short
We are very concerned about loopholes in 

the state government’s exposure draft of the 
proposed reformed Owners Corporation Act.

We Live Here has been campaigning for 
years against blatantly unfair building and 
facilities management contracts. 

Many unconscionable contracts have 
opaque costs, embedded commissions and 
irrevocable terms of many decades.

The Financial Review reported this month 
a case of a 99-year embedded network 
contract!

This type of inequity needs to be 
eliminated.

The government has drafted a clause in 
the proposed draft legislation to prevent 
onerous long-term contracts that “benefit 
the applicant for registration of the plan of 
subdivision”, i.e. the developer.

The huge loophole here is that the 
developer can offer a benevolent gift of a 
lucrative multi-generational contract to 
a "mate" who happens to be in effective 
control of an unrelated company or entity. 
Different company, different directors – too 
easy.

This ruse would still be possible despite 
the draft reforms. Legally, or ostensibly, the 
developer does not benefit - a fairy tale that 
we lack the credulity to swallow, despite the 
legislators’ disposition. 

Many of the unfair contract examples 
we are being sent by disaffected owners 
corporations show that the developers and 
contracted companies are well known to 
each other but legally unrelated.

The reform required is simple: just 
limit the term of all third-party owners’ 
corporation (OC) contracts to three years, 
renewable at the OC’s option - regardless 
of who benefits. Otherwise the proposed 
reform will be just ludicrously simple to rort.

This legislation needs to allow owners 

to seek a ruling from Victorian Civil and 
Administrative Tribunal (VCAT) on fairness 
and equity principles for all existing 
contracts of more than three years, not just 
new contracts signed since 2017.

Many of these unfair "mates" deals for 25, 
30 and 99 years obviously still have many 
years or decades to run.

Developers and building managers have 
been prodigiously ingenious in forging new 
constraints to create generational, iron-clad 
contracts, such as:

procedural restrictions imposed on the 
revocation of an appointment;

contractors renewing the appointment at 
their option;

automatic renewal of the contract of 
appointment if the OC fails to give notice of 
its intention not to renew; and

restricting the ability of an OC to refuse 
consent to the assignment of a contract.

To see the We Live Here submission to the 
Consumer Affairs Victoria OC Act review, 
search online for “Owners Corporations and 
Other Acts Amendment Bill – Exposure Draft 
consultation”.

We Live Here believes these contract 
inequity issues must be addressed as a 
matter of urgency before the final version of 
the Bill is released.
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DOCKLANDS FASHION

Fashion of Docklands
on
the streets

Simon, 23, advisor 
LOCATION: Bourke St

DESCRIBE WHAT YOU ARE 
WEARING: Clad jacket and striped 
shirt with boots.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PIECE 
OF CLOTHING? Shoes.

WHAT BRINGS YOU TO 
DOCKLANDS? Work.

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE 
YOUR STYLE? Elegant but funky.

WHAT MAKES A GOOD OUTFIT? 
Individuality. Anything can be good.

Mathias, 29, student 
LOCATION: Victoria Harbour

DESCRIBE WHAT YOU ARE 
WEARING: Vans, white socks, 
chinos. Pretty casual and comfy

WHAT YOUR FAVORITE PIECE OF 
CLOTHING? My suede jacket.

WHAT BRINGS YOU TO 
DOCKLANDS? We live right next to 
Marvel Stadium.

WHAT MAKES A GOOD OUTFIT? 
That it fits, the length of it. Basically, 
everything can look good as long as 
it’s not too long or too short.

Josephine, 25, 
student
LOCATION: Victoria Harbour

DESCRIBE WHAT YOU ARE 
WEARING: I am actually very black 
and grey today, so very European.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PIECE 
OF CLOTHING? One of my bags. The 
Celine bag.

WHAT BRINGS YOU TO 
DOCKLANDS? We live in Docklands.

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE 
YOUR STYLE? Very classic and 
comfortable but sometimes with a 
touchy edge.

WHAT MAKES A GOOD OUTFIT? 
I like a combination of styles, like 
feminine with sneakers. Anything 
that combines unisex with feminine 
clothing.

Make an enquiry: 
Bentleys Barristers & Solicitors
9419 6066 • bentleyslaw.com.au 
386 Victoria Parade, East Melbourne Barristers &     Solicitors

Family & Divorce 
Lawyers in Melbourne

Docklands Secret

Conflicting 
speeds
One particular 40km/h speed 
limit sign, recently erected 
on South Wharf Drive, 
had become the source of 
confusion among locals living 
at Yarra’s Edge.  

While one side of the road out the front 
of Forge Apartments had the newly erected 
40km/h sign, the other side of the road has 
a “shared zone” sign warning motorists to 
travel 30km slower! 

Local resident Herb Greenwood, who 
spotted the dilemma, told Docklands News 
that he raised the bungle with the City of 
Melbourne, only to receive a reply via text 
message informing him that his case had 
already been closed …

“This issue meets our acceptable 
standards, so we won’t do any work” the 
message from council read. “We closed 
your case.” 

However, in an extraordinary and quick 
change in standards, the 40km/h sign out 
the front of the apartment building had 
disappeared the very next day! 

While we’re sure the issue wouldn’t 
have caused major safety issues for 
locals in Yarra’s Edge, Docklands News 
recommends driving with care along 
South Wharf Drive at all times … whatever 
the speed limit!

A 40km/h sign (background) next to a 10km/h one!

The text ... The 40 sign disapears ...
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Of course, people are right to ask, how did 
it get to this stage? How could the relevant 
authorities turn such a blind eye to these 
compliance issues for so many years?

As a lawyer acting for owners’ corporations 
(OC), my response is, unfortunately, that I’ve 
known for years. The best part of a decade 
I’d say. I’ve acted for dozens of buildings 
with these types of issues. Sure, they haven’t 
been as bad as the ones that are now getting 
evacuated. Those buildings were 10/10 in 
terms of the threat to life safety. The ones 
I’ve been dealing with are further down the 
spectrum, perhaps a 6/10.

But of course, confidential settlements and 
deeds prevented my clients and I from going 
public. And so, the band played on. Nothing 
changed. Builders and developers continued 
to build sub-standard buildings. The state 
government continued to keep “red tape” 
and “bureaucracy” away from the process, 
all in order to boost the state’s coffers with 

swollen stamp duty proceeds. 
However, by keeping away “red tape” and 

“bureaucracy” (which are interchangeable 
terms for “compliance” and “adherence to 
relevant standards” and the Building Code 
of Australia (BCA)) the state government 
created this vacuum, and is now squarely 
responsible for creating and perpetuating 
this mess. 

The announcement of a cladding fund 
of $600 million for affected buildings is 
a welcome first step towards rectifying 
the issue. Of course, others have already 
reported that this fund is actually only 
allocated $150 million in total for affected 
buildings (as the federal government 
has declined to put in $300 million, and 
$150 million is already allocated to fixing 
public buildings affected by the flammable 
cladding). It is speculated that only the 
worst-affected buildings will be rectified by 
the state government, and with some reports 

that the true cost of remedying the cladding 
issues on the 1000 affected buildings 
expected to cost at least $1 billion in Victoria, 
then it is clear that not all owners will be 
compensated by the cladding fund.

The stamp duty issue is an interesting one. 
Consider this: stamp duty was introduced 
as a means of defraying the government’s 
administrative costs of transferring a 
Certificate of Title from one party to another, 
and to ensure that the property records 
were properly held. In the modern era of 
course, this doesn’t actually hold true, as 
there is no possible way that it costs the state 
government $30,000 - $50,000 to transfer 
a Certificate of Title. In fact, you pay extra 
for that anyway in the administrative fees 
charged by Land Victoria and the relevant 
mortgagors.

And of course, in NSW the state 
government sold off its Land Titles Office 
two years ago to private interests, so stamp 

duty really shouldn’t be charged at all 
anymore in NSW. 

So, my argument is simple. The state 
government ought to clearly and succinctly 
articulate why it should keep affected 
owners’ stamp duty payment when it has 
actively removed most of the consumer 
protections that were in place in developing 
and constructing a residential building? 
It should answer the question as to why it 
failed to properly administer and enforce 
building regulations and standards, and 
failed for over a decade to properly fund and 
resource the VBA to act as its watchdog? 

I won’t hold my breath for an answer.
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Subscribe to our mailing list 
via our website and

96546011

pics everyday to your feed!
to see x3 free lingerie 
@paramourescort
Follow us on twitter 

Owners’ Corporation Law

Tom Bacon

Tom Bacon is the principal 
lawyer of Strata Title Lawyers.

Tom@stratatitlelawyers.com.au

Refund stamp duty to those  
affected by flammable cladding
Barely a fortnight passes in Melbourne these days without word that another residential building with dangerous cladding is evacuated by 
the Victorian Building Authority (VBA). If we aren’t already at a crisis point already, we are definitely approaching one. 

Lunch Break

Dot went for the 
home-made 
chicken soup
Whoop-dee-doo Café,  
Channel 9 Building

Send your letters to news@
southbanklocalnews.com.au

Letters to the Editor

Get rid of it
It is time the ugly, unsafe jetty in the 

centre of Victoria Harbour at Docklands was 
removed as agreed to last year. The waterway 
must be opened up for the vista and for the 
development of a lively boating place. 

The silly talk of bringing more activity and 
glitz to Docklands is not what we want. It 
is a peaceful haven in the city and the very 
reason we love it here.

We are horrified by the Minister changing 
the two-storey limit on buildings along 
Victoria Harbour by the library. These towers 
should never be built. Why close everything 
in and use every space? Not all land has to 
be sold off and built on.

A wise team of people should be given the 
power of decision-making rather than one 
person.

It is also time to open up the walkway 
along the water from NewQuay Promenade 
to Ron Barassi Snr Park.

Dianne Wood
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Pet’s Corner

It would be nice to have a small supermarket along 
the waterside.

A club, I don’t want to travel to Kings St. It is too 
hard to find a cab. 

Another KFC, because I am addicted to chicken 
wings and the food choices in Docklands are very 
limited. If you could add one thing to 

Docklands what would it be?

Question:

We should have something very grandiose like 
Sydney’s Circular Quay.

A wind barrier. It’s like a wind tunnel around here. Clothes shop. I am Japanese so I love shopping for 
clothes.

JAMIE, 22, RETAIL PUNIP, 27, SOFTWARE ENGINEERTAYLAH, 23, BANK WORKER 

ANIL, 43, PROJECT MANAGERASH, 38, CUSTOMER SERVICE ADVISOR MARIA, 21, INTERNATIONAL STUDENT

DOCKLANDS
A Docklands duo
By Sarah Bartlett

Local resident David finds 
Docklands to be the perfect 
location for pet dogs.

Eighteen-month-old border collie Cori 
and 11-month-old Doberman Islay both 
live with David in a Docklands apartment 
building. Islay lives mainly on the balcony 
and Cori is based inside. 

“Docklands, I find is a very dog-friendly 
area; there are a lot of dog parks studded 
around the area,” David said.

David takes Cori and Islay for walks 
everyday and on some mornings he takes 
them with him on a grocery shop run and 
picks up treats for them!

While similar in age, Islay and Cori have 
different personalities. 

“Cori is crazy energetic, and is very ball- or 
toy-driven. When presented with any form of 
Frisbee, toy, or ball, she will just run forever,” 
David said. 

David described Islay as a more playful 
type. 

“She’s not as ball-driven, but she is 
definitely kind of wrestle-driven. She likes to 
jump on other dogs and play with them and 
chase them around,” David said.

Islay has been bred more as a security dog, 
and David said that he is trying to train that 
out of her.

“She is very protective, and if strangers 
that she doesn’t feel are safe come nearby 
than she might bark at them,” 

David said that the training process for 
Islay was going well so far. 

David with his pets Cori and Islay.
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We have to do better than this, in 
so many ways. 

In every aspect of our lives, of our 
communities, of our country … of our 
environment, of our businesses, of our 
services …. of our families, of our friendships 
and of our leadership … we have to do better 
this.

People are tired, and people are broken 
… and people are tiring and people are 
breaking – it is a bitter circle. When we 
look at a global level, with forests burning, 
resources diminishing, climate change 
decimating the land, with refugees fleeing 
war-torn lands and displaced people, with 
terrorism and shootings, with the homeless 
and those suffering, it’s easy to lose faith in 
humanity.

So, we close our circle tighter, and we stop 
looking out so far. We look to what we have, 
what we can do, what change we can make. 
But here in our own communities, I ask you 
– can’t we do better than this? Ahhh, I hear 
you ask “what is she talking about now, what 
has happened!?” … Well my dear friends, I 
am one of the ones who is tired and broken. 
Tired of being “strong” all the time and trying 
to stay positive, and “broken” because at the 
end of the day no matter how much you try, 
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Chamber Update

Shane Wylie 

Media Director
www.docklandscc.com.au

What Women Want

Abby Crawford 
life@docklandsnews.com.au

Bargain hunters descend on Docklands 
These three amigos from 
St Albans were up before 
the sun to stake their place 
in Docklands history as 
the fi rst three shoppers to 
Australia’s first Costco store 
on August 17. 

Kaylene Johnson, Helen Leighton 
and Josephine Gauci arrived at the 
store at 4.45am to take their place at the 
top of a queue of hundreds before the 
doors opened at about 7.45 am. 

By the time the dignitaries had 
spoken and the red ribbon had been cut, 
a couple of young males with super-sized 
trolleys had managed to push past the 
intrepid trio to steal line honours. But by 
then Melbourne’s TV and radio stations 
had already immortalised the three 
friends as the city’s shopping champions. 

For the other contenders who had 
braved the pre-dawn chill, the prize was 
the bargains they had been told lay within 
the 14,000 sqm monolith. 

Lord Mayor, Cr Robert Doyle, 
assured the awaiting masses that they 
would find something of value between 
the cheapest toilet roll and the store’s most 

expensive item, a $160,000 diamond ring. 
Helen Leighton said her motivation to 

get down to Docklands by 4.45am was to buy 
a television for her son. Her friends were 
joining her in the adventure, lured by the 
prospect of finding a great deal on something 
they, hopefully, wanted. 

Costco is new to Australia but, with 
557 similar stores around the world to refi ne 
the formula, it knows a thing or two about 
this territory. 

For us, the prospect of a store which: 
 ■ Bakes its own bread and cakes; 
 ■ Contains an optometry department; 
 ■ Sells and fits car tyres; 
 ■ Carries Calvin Klein, Prada and 

Versace; and 
 ■  Extends to selling baby grand pianos 

… ALL UNDER THE ONE ROOF ... is truly 
a novelty. 

To much of the rest of the world, 
Costco is just another part of the 
landscape. For Docklands, Costco is a 
much-needed drawcard to bring people 
and their wallets to our Frontier Land small 
businesses. 

We have to do better than this

Bricks and Clicks – David Koch
It’s been a massive month for 
the Docklands Chamber of 
Commerce. 

We hosted a special digital media and 
business building talk with Sunrise’s David 
Koch and also featured such luminary 
guests as the director of Xero business 
accounting and the founder of Emma and 
Tom’s juices. 

The function area of Berth restaurant 
was packed and the day proceeded to be 
extremely informative for all.

Speed Networking
We also hosted our second speed 

networking event. It’s been extremely 
positive and interesting to see a great 
range of new businesses and some old 
faces connect in an innovative modern 
way. We’ll be hosting our next networking 
and business events again in just five 
weeks so keep an eye on our website 
visitdocklands.com.au and docklandscc.
com.au. In the past six weeks we have had 
over 20 new businesses join the chamber 
and take part in these events.

What’s next for Docklands?
We’ve very recently begun our 

presentation of a fully-fledged business 
case to bring permanent activation to 
Victoria Harbour along the lines of Marina 
Bay in Singapore. 

In the coming weeks we will be releasing 
the first impressions of this to the public 
and businesses alike for further comment 
and direction. Activating and utilising 
out waterways is part of our five-year 
strategic plan and will ideally align to the 
forthcoming redevelopment of Marvel 
Stadium. Keep an eye out on our social 
media or send an email directly to admin@
docklandscc.com.au to be notified of these 
next two announcements.

sometimes nothing changes.
I am part of so many things different 

things, different aspects of our community 
– I’m a single mum so I’m very active in 
parenting. I’m a business owner so I’m 
constantly trying to juggle the demands of 
multiple clients and growing revenue. I’m a 
volunteer so I’m always trying to find more 
time to give and support our community. 
I’m a family member and friend to many, 
some of whom are going through a lot at the 
moment. And, do you know what? It’s not 
the demands of work, or the challenging 
days of parenting that are hard. It’s not the 
time pressure of volunteering or the worry 
of supporting people you love that is hard. 
What is hard is hearing the negativity, the 
unnecessary nasty gossipy comments, the 
people who manipulate a situation and 
the truth, the people who unfairly demand 
attention and the people that deliberately 
attempt to put you and your loved ones 
down. It’s petty, it’s transparently foolish, yet 
it is exhausting. And every group, committee, 
business and community has them.

So, when I look at everything that is 
happening in the world and know there 
are other people fighting to change the bad 
that is happening, and when I look at our 
community and all the good that is being 
attempted by so many, and when I look at 
my own small circle and KNOW that it is 

underpinned with such wonderful things 
as love, trust, dedication and devotion … I 
wonder how it is that we are all so tired and 
so broken. And I think the answer is simple.

We have to be nicer. Nicer to each other. 
We have to realise that everyone is trying, 
in their own way, to make their circle 
survive. And when we realise we are all 
trying, we can start to reassure and care for 
each other – no matter how busy or how 
stressed we are, we need to see that is the 
situation and not the people. If we can take 
care of the people, be nice, encouraging 
and positive, if we can make people feel less 
alone and isolated and scared, if we can let 
people know that they are wonderful and 
inspirational and perfect just the way they 
are, well we would all have more strength 
to feel positive. To feel that we are making a 
difference.

Here’s the bottom line … we can’t find 
world peace on our own. And we can’t fix 
world problems on our own. But we can 
make small changes today. Today and every 
day. Be nice to each other, stop the negative 
and speak honestly to each other. Own 
your emotions, own your decisions. Ask for 
help. Feel supported. Feel loved. And then 
pass that same support on to someone else 
so they can feel it too. Changing the world 
actually starts in our smallest circles, and on 
our own doorsteps, and perhaps even in our 
own heart.

Please let’s do better. Because it is actually 
a wonderful community we live in, and a 
wonderful world we have.  We shouldn’t feel 
tired of living in it.

With love,
To a positive month 
Abby x
Don’t forget you can reach me at 

life@docklandsnews.com.au or @
abbyjanecrawford
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
WHAT’S ON

FIRST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH 
10AM, LIBRARY AT THE DOCK

SUNRISE PROBUS CLUB
Probus Clubs for men and women over 50. 
Meet new friends, share interests and  
enjoy activities.  
Contact mspc.docklands@gmail.com

WEDNESDAYS 5.45-7PM 
LIBRARY AT THE DOCK

OPEN DOOR SINGERS  
DOCKLANDS
Find your voice, experience the joy of  
singing in a choir and meet new friends.
www.opendoorsingers.org.au

SECOND TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH, 
10-12. MEETINGS AT THE LIBRARY

COUNTRY WOMENS’  
ASSOCIATION (CWA)
Connect with other women in Docklands. 
cwadocklands@gmail.com or  
0407 884 857

11AM EVERY SUNDAY

SUNDAY WORSHIP
City Light Methodist Church at
St Peter the Mariner’s Chapel.  
Mission to Seafarers, 717 Flinders St. 
English and Chinese service
中文

2ND SATURDAY OF THE MONTH 
2-4PM, LIBRARY AT THE DOCK

ADHD SUPPORT GROUP
Peer-support meetings or Q&A sessions 
with expert about ADHD in adults. Adults 
affected by ADHD and their families and 
friends are encouraged to attend. $2. 
Facebook @AdultADHDMelbourne

MONDAYS AND WEDNESDAYS
9AM-12PM, LIBRARY AT THE DOCK 

WESTJUSTICE
(TAAP) provides specialist advice, casework 
and representation to vulnerable and disad-
vantaged people who are having residential 
tenancy issues and is funded by Consumer 
Affairs Victoria. 9749 7720

EVERY OTHER SUNDAY 11AM-4PM
DOCKLANDS YACHT CLUB

COMMUNITY SAILING DAY
Come and try sailing with the community. 
No age limit and no fitness requirements. 
People with disabilities are welcome.  
$20. docklands.yachting.org.au

FIRST THURDAY OF THE MONTH 
9.30AM-12PM LIBRARY AT THE DOCK

CHINESE BOOK CLUB 
Come along for morning tea and a look at 
the new Chinese books at the Library at The 
Dock. Meet other readers, have a chat and 
find some new Chinese books, magazines 
or DVDs to borrow. FREE

TUESDAYS-WEDN-THURSDAYS
AT THE HUB - 12-2PM (1H CLASS)

COME AND LEARN FRENCH 
Share your lunchtime with colleagues
and friends and learn something new.
It’s a lot of fun! 
Contact Amanda on 0405 086 480 or at
frenchlyspeaking@gmail.com

7 AND 7.30 AM ON FRIDAYS AT THE 
HUB BASKETBALL COURTS

EARLY MORNING FITNESS 
$10 per class after the first month.
30 minute high intensity classes designed 
to fire the metabolism and burn fat. 
Call Bill on 0438 628 301

6.30-8.30 PM 1ST, 3RD & 5TH MONDAY 
OF THE MONTH, LIBRARY AT THE 
DOCK - COMMUNITY ROOM

MIGHTY DOCKLANDS TOAST-
MASTERS
Boost your public speaking and  
leadership skills. 
http://mightydocklands.easy-speak.org/

EVERY WEEKDAY 6.30AM  
CORNER OF SOUTH WHARF DR AND 
POINT PARK CRES, YARRA’S EDGE

LIVE LIFE GET ACTIVE
Free outdoor fitness classes, including  
X-training, boxing and yoga. Register at 
livelifegetactive.com

1ST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH
11.30AM, MEET AT TAP831 (UPSTAIRS) 

‘STARTS AT 60’ 
COMMUNITY MEET UPS
Meet likeminded over-60’s in your local 
community, coffee, lunch and outings
club.startsat60.com/meetups
Contact Shane 0425 857 739

TUESDAYS 12-2PM SHED 2 NORTH 
WHARF RD

ALMA DOEPEL RESTORATION
Tour “Behind the Scenes” the work involved 
in restoring this 115-year-old Australian 
three-masted top sail schooner. Learn the 
rich history, the purpose of the restoration 
and the challenges. FREE

EVERY TUESDAY 2-4PM 
SASSONE, 70 LORIMER ST

YARRA’S EDGE SOCIAL CLUB
Come along to connect with your neigh-
bours, and/or join one of our mini-clubs.
Casual & friendly.
www.facebook/YarrasEdgeSocialClub

TUESDAYS 6:30-8PM, THE 
MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, COMMUNITY 
HUB AT THE DOCK, 921 COLLINS ST. 

GIRL GUIDES DOCKLANDS 
Girls aged 5-17 are invited to come to our 
Unit meetings. Helping girls gain new skills 
and make a difference in the community.  
03 8606 3500 email: leilahusy@iinet.net.au

EVERY SUNDAY 10AM-5PM 
NEWQUAY PROMENADE

DOCKLANDS  
SUNDAY MARKET 
A variety market featuring arts and crafts, 
books and more. For more info, ring
0412 910 496

LIBRARY AT THE DOCK - WEEKLY PROGRAMS

STOMPERS
MONDAYS AT 10.30AM
Encourage your child to have a life-
long love of books by coming along to 
Stompers, Melbourne Library Services 
weekly program for toddlers aged 18 
months to three years.

SONGBIRDS
WEDNESDAYS AT 10.30AM
Come along for songs, rhymes and stories 
to engage your budding book worm’s mind 
and introduce them to the fun and rhythm 
of language. Suitable for babies and tod-
dlers aged up to 18 months old.   

CREATIVE KIDS AFTER 
SCHOOL CLUB
WEDNESDAYS 4.30PM TO 5.30PM.
Ever wanted to 3D print your own superhero 
figurine? At the Creative Kids After School 
Club you can. Come hang out and create 
in our maker’s space. Projects will include 
jewellery making, game design, paper 
crafts, comics and more.

EVENING TABLE TENNIS
EVERY THURSDAY 7-9PM
Challenge yourself with friends at this 
regular catch up of ping-pong enthusiasts. 

TAI CHI AT THE DOCK
EVERY THURSDAY 7.30-8.30AM
Come along to find your inner peace and 
power at this weekly community Tai Chi 
session that is open to people from all 
walks of life. The ancient Chinese martial 
art is a tranquil and graceful way to keep 
fit. Beginners welcome. FREE

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME
FRIDAYS AT 10.30AM
Come and share the wonder of books with 
us. Enjoy 40-50 minutes of fun stories, 
songs, rhymes and activities with your 
three- to five-year-olds.

WEDNESDAYS 6.20PM ONWARDS, 
HUB AT DOCKLANDS , 68-90 HARBOUR 
ESPLANADE DOCKLANDS

DOCKLANDS SOCIAL NETBALL
New season begins mid June, running for 
4 months. We can place people as we go 
across each week. Call or Text 0419 887 719 
www.melbournenetball.com

SCOUT GROUP  
PORT MELBOURNE 
Is looking for Leaders, Adult Helpers and 
new Scouts for their scout troop located at 
the Fishermans Bend Community Centre in 
Port Melbourne. 
Susan Harris: portmelbscouts@gmail.com

1-2:30 PM, THURSDAY 26 SEPTEMBER, 
LIBRARY AT THE DOCK

THE TREBLEMAKERS INTER-
ACTIVE MUSIC SHOW. 
A Music history crash course for children 
aged 7-9. Its full of games, stories & hosted 
by Unimelb musicans.  FREE

WEDNESDAYS AT 5.30PM 
SATURDAYS AT 8.30AM
SHED 2, NORTH WHARF RD

DRAGON MASTERS DRAGON 
BOATING
Contact Jeff Saunders on 0417 219 888 or
Jeff.saunders@digisurf.com.au

EVERY TUESDAY, 9-10AM. MEET AT 
THE WHARF CLUB YARRAS EDGE, 86 
SOUTH WHARF DRIVE, DOCKLANDS

YARRA’S EDGE WALKING GROUP
Just In time Personal Training provide a 
weekly walking and excercise session for 
the Yarra’s Edge community!  0411 798 934 
or justin@justintimept.com FREE
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DENTAL

57 Merchant St, Docklands 
T (03) 9021 9487 | mob 0488 799 487

(opposite Victoria Harbour Medical Centre) 
 www.docklandsdentalstudio.com.au 

NOW OPEN 
SATURDAYS

Mon-Fri 8:30-5pm 
(Tue, Thu until 6pm)

Sat: 8:30-1pm

Dentist
Docklands Newest

Now
You
Can
Go

Wireless

Our Dentists:

Dr Wessam Atteya
 

BDS Cai, ADC Melb, FRACDS Syd, MFDS RCS-Ed, 
MFD RCS-I, MFDS RCS-Eng, MFDS RCPS-Glasg

Dr Eliza Skoutarides
 

BHSD/MD

Our Services:
Check-up and Clean
Invisalign and Orthodontics
Fillings, Crowns and Dentures
Veneers and Whitening
Gum and Root Canal Treatments
Dental Implants
Wisdom Teeth 
Sports Guards and Mouth Guards
Sedation (Happy Gas and Digital VR)

Shop 18/Level 4,  100 Harbour Esplanade
(on Marvel Stadium Concourse opposite Gate 1)

Mon-Fri 8am-6pm

BOOK NOW ONLINE
www.pinnacledental.com.au

T: 9052 4422
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BOOK NOW ONLINE
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ESCORTS

ENTERTAINMENT

101 Waterfront Way, Docklands, 3008
melbournestar.com

FERRIES

Hop on board
these holidays

www.portphillipferries.com.au
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FINANCE

Suite 2, Shop 18, Level 4, 100 Harbour Esp, Docklands, VIC 3008 (Located opposite Gate 1 of Marvel Stadium)
Tel: 03 9600 4327  •  Mob: 0412 316 424  •  Web: www.spartantrust.com.au

From individuals to business, Tony 
Smarrelli has been helping clients 
with their tax obligations for more 
than 45 years.

His experience spans generations of 
families and his client base has been 
built on referrals.

Spartan Financial offers:

•  A full range of accounting services
•  Competitive rates
•   Two branches located in Docklands 

and Coolaroo
•   The experience of accountants who 

have dealt with complex taxation 
matters for many years

The Docklands Income Tax Specialists.

Come in and talk with  
Tony Smarrelli and  
the team at the  
Docklands branch.
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FITNESS

University degree qualified trainers 
that come to your apartment gym!

Justin Moran
0411 798 934 justintimept.com  

HEALTH & BEAUTY
The Wellness Nest 
(Myotherapy Clinic)
Suite 128, 838 Collins Street, Docklands
www.thewellnessnest.com.au   Phone: 0431 822 227

Physiotherapy
Chiropractic

SERVICES:
Massage
Pilates

Psychology
Podiatry

  4/860 Collins St, Docklands, 3008
  (03) 9088 3228       www.docklandshealth.com.au

Mon-Fri 8am-7pm  |  Sat 8am-12pm
HOURS

www.victoriaharbourmedicalcentre.com.au

Victoria Harbour Medical Centre 
2-3/850 Collins Street Docklands 3008
Entry via Merchant St
Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-12 noon

Telephone 9629 1414
After Hours 13 74 25

Fax 9629 4265

LEGAL ADVICE

Tel: 9614 5122    Fax: 9614 2964
www.pearcewebster.com.au

Pearce  
Webster  
Dugdales 
Working with 
individuals,  
families & business.

MANAGEMEMT

PHARMACY

victoria harbour
pharmacy+news

Hours: Mon to Fri 8am-8pm & Sat 9am-1pm
 Pharmacy  Giftware 

 Magazines & Papers  Tattslotto
 Same day dry cleaning

66 Merchant St, Docklands (opposite Safeway) 
Ph: 03 9629 9922  Fax: 03 9629 9933

Email: vicharbourpharmacy@nunet.com.au

southern cross
pharmacy

Hours: Monday to Friday 7am-8pm 
Saturday 10am-6pm

Southern Cross Station 
Shop C8, 99 Spencer St, Docklands 

Ph: 03 9600 0294  Fax: 03 9600 0594
Email: southerncrosspharmacy@nunet.com.au

REAL ESTATE

SELLING | LEASING | PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
www.cityresidentialbourkestreet.com.au  

T: 03 9001 1333

SALES Glenn Donnelly m: 0419 998 235
LEASING Lina D’Ambrosio m: 0430 929 851 

818 Bourke Street, 
Docklands  

VIC 3008

Looking after Melbourne’s finest homes

RT Edgar Docklands
G05, 838 Collins Street, Melbourne

9629 1888 | rtedgar.com.au

Selling & Leasing 
the best homes  
in Docklands.

846 Bourke St,  
Docklands
9251 9000

RENOVATION

SCHOOL

SHOPPING

The west-end’s favourite destination has corporate 
Melbourne covered. From Kris Kringle gifting to 
celebratory meals, zany experiences to prizes and 
competitions. The fun won’t stop until the office’s 
‘Close For Christmas’ sign goes up. 

More information via cschristmas.com.au 

CHRISTMAS AT COLLINS SQUARE

collinssquare.com.au/whats-on

Entertainment Weekend 
at The District Docklands

Saturday 17 & Sunday 18 November
Join us for a weekend of entertainment with live music, DJs, face painting,  

rides with Wonderland Junior and an eclectic Makers Market. Plus, spend $20 at  
The District Docklands to receive a $5* voucher from Archie Brothers Cirque Electriq.

We’re located right next to the Melbourne Star
thedistrictdocklands.com.au

Archie’s Brothers Cirque Electriq
Receive a $5 voucher*

Archie’s Brothers Cirque Electriq
Receive a $5 voucher*

Urban Alley Brewery
Now open

Wonderland Junior
Open Saturday & Sunday

*Terms and conditions apply. See our website for full details.

Free Face Painting
Saturday & Sunday

Live Music

The District Makers Market
Saturday & Sunday

thedistrictdocklands.com.au

For the best fresh produce, gourmet food 
and specialty shopping,

you can’t beat Queen Vic Market.

Open Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
Saturday & Sunday

with plenty of a�ordable parking.
qvm.com.au

TAXI
Crown Cabs Taxi Service
Bookings: 1300 12 13 14 
Download the App for your next Ride!

VIDEO PRODUCTION

WINDOW SOUND-PROOFING

For body corporate and heritage listed 
homes and apartments

SOUNDPROOFING WINDOWS

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

If you are not on this list then email  
advertising@docklandsnews.com.au  
or phone 8689 7979 to discuss how you  
can get on this list for FREE!!
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YOUR INVESTMENT

FROM: Melbourne (AUS)

TO: Honolulu , HAWAII (USA)

FROM: Current Agent

TO: Lucas Real Estate

Landlords / Investors

JQ 1 18 K

WIN A LUXURY RETURN TRIP FOR 2

27 09:30 AMJQ 1 18 K 09:30 AM
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27

5 NIGHTS / 5 STARS  * * * * *

���������� ������������������

ESCAPE TO BETTER 
STRESS LESS & LIVE MORE WITH LUCAS PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

For stress-free property management & a chance to win, visit lucasre.com.au/escapetobetter
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Community ties through sport
By David Schout

The Hub on Harbour 
Esplanade remains one 
Docklands’ most visible 
facilities, and the YMCA 
believes it can become a focal 
point for community activity.

The multi-purpose sports courts (which sit 
alongside the original five-room “hub”) are 
well-used by nearby workers, but those on 
the inside want to see an environment where 
locals also become more involved.

“I don’t want to look at the Hub and just see 
workers playing sport at lunchtime,” YMCA 
programs and facilities team leader Tony 
Crawford told Docklands News.

“I know there’s a local population who would 
want to use the courts.”

“At the moment one of our challenges is that 
people walk past and are like ‘we don’t really 
know what that place is’. I think that’s the 
challenge.”

The Hub is managed by the YMCA on behalf 
of the City of Melbourne, and Mr Crawford 
and the team enable and facilitate other 
groups to use the space.

The City of Melbourne opened The Hub in 
2007 as a community facility for residents 
and visitors of Docklands. The multi-purpose 
courts were opened in 2013. 

Some of the current sports played at the 
facility include basketball, futsal and netball.

Mr Crawford said that, through 
conversations with locals and meeting with 
figures through the Docklands Community 
Forum, he and the team hoped to canvass 
and then meet local needs.

“Our goal is to probably identify some more 
of the issues within the community and ask 
ourselves how we can help out and engage 
with them,” he said.

“The more we can build up people’s 
programs, the more foot traffic we’ll get. 

More foot traffic means more knowledge of 
the centre, and more knowledge of the centre 
means more local people can understand 
that this is a space they can utilise to 
facilitate their needs and challenges.”

One particular group who use the courts are 
encouraging young men, especially those 
who might be socially disengaged, to play 
basketball together as a way of connecting.

Mr Crawford, who has worked at various 
YMCA facilities throughout Melbourne, said 
the Docklands facility presented a unique 

and exciting challenge.

“It’s a lot more dynamic than being at a 
suburban recreation site,” he said. 

“I think the biggest challenge is that it’s 
a relatively new community here when 
compared with other suburbs.”

One of the ways they are trying to better 
convey opportunities at The Hub is through 
a newly-created Instagram page (@thehub_
docklands).


