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More tram 
bridge fears
By Shane Scanlan

Yarra’s Edge opponents of the 
Yarra River tram bridge would 
have been disappointed to hear 
Lendlease tell Melbourne city 
councillors on March 21 the 
proposal was still fi guring in 
local planning considerations.

On behalf of Lendlease, town planning 

consultant Michael Barlow dropped a 

bombshell when addressing councillors’ 

concerns over a link between two ANZ 

buildings fl anking Collins Landing park.

Mr Barlow explained that a proposed sky-

bridge link between the current ANZ Centre 

and an adjacent proposed new campus at 

839-865 Collins St had plenty of clearance to 

cater for a tram bridge to Fishermans Bend.

At the time, Mr Barlow was playing down the 

signifi cance of Collins Landing as a piece of 

public open space.

“It should be said that this is not a critical 

piece of open space within Docklands,” he 

said.  “Indeed, it is possible that this land 

may be set aside for a future tram link across 

to the south-side of the Yarra.”

Th e State Government went to the last 

election opposing the tram bridge link and 

has consistently ruled it out.  But, with only 

19 months remaining in its term of offi  ce, 

there has been speculation about a change 

of policy in the lead up to the next election.

Th e City of Port Phillip and other interested 

parties have kept consistent pressure on the 

government to change its policy position and 

commit to the transport link which would 

open up new connections with the emerging 

urban development area.

Th e City of Melbourne’s policy position on 

the tram bridge remains ambiguous. 

Some councillors last year openly talked 

about the desirability of the tram link.  

In 2013, the council made a submission to 

the Fishermans Bend draft vision supporting 

a tram link across the river – describing it as 

a “critical connection” with the CBD.

At the same time, the council said further 

investigation was required into design 

options for the tram extension that would 

cater for the maritime role of the waterways.

Residents of Yarra’s Edge led the charge 

against the bridge in the lead up to the 

November, 2014 election – resulting in a 

commitment from the ALP not to build the 

bridge.  Th is outcome was championed by 

local MP Martin Foley.

In their report to councillors recommending 

that the city reject Lendlease’s sky-bridge, 

council offi  cers said the park was already 

compromised by shadowing from both the 

ANZ Centre and the new Y3 building.

“Collins Landing is already signifi cantly 

overshadowed by the existing ANZ building 

and the approved Y3 building. Th e sky bridge 

will result in additional shadowing of Collins 

Landing, including the promenade adjacent 

to the Yarra River’s north bank edge during 

lunchtime (11am – 1pm on 22 September), 
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Dogs bring people together
A pilot "Dog Pawty" saw more than 100 Docklanders gather 
with their pooches at Buluk Park on Neighbour Day, March 26. 

Th e Docklands Dog Pawty was organised 

by the Th e Dock Community Hub 

and Victoria Harbour and received 

overwhelming support. Th e day was fi lled 

with fun activities and training sessions with 

dog experts.  Indigo Pierzchalski (pictured) 

certainly made the most of the opportunity 

to get to know her new friend Finn.
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when nearby workers will being using the 

space,” the report said. “Any additional 

overshadowing of the Collins Landing 

is not supported as the area is already 

compromised.”

At the March 21 meeting, councillors 

unanimously opposed the sky-bridge, but 

with Lord Mayor Robert Doyle saying his 

opposition was “reluctant”.  Cr Doyle said he 

expected Planning Minister Richard Wynne 

would approve the bridge anyway, despite 

the council’s opposition.

Mr Barlow said Leadlease had only secured 

ANZ as the major tenant for Y3 on the basis 

that the two campuses were connected by 

sky-bridge.

Without actually saying that ANZ would 

renege on the deal if planning permission for 

the sky-bridge was denied, Mr Barlow told 

councillors the banking giant only agreed to 

the tenancy if it was provided.

“ANZ came along and said ‘we till take it, but 

we want this bridge link’.  And we said, ‘yes, 

we will now undertake this application’,” Mr 

Barlow said.

Mr Barlow said the deal with ANZ was only 

secured in the middle of last year.  He said 

the building could not be leased in 2012, 

2013, 2014 or 2015.  

“When the deal was done with ANZ, ANZ 

said ‘part of our requirement is, in fact, 

that we have this bridge link to create the 

campus’,” he told councillors.

Continued from page 1.

More tram 
bridge fearsCrime wave 

hits Docklands
A crime wave has hit 
Docklands, with crime 
numbers soaring 62 per cent in 
a year between 2015 and 2016.

It is a much bigger surge compared with a 

10 per cent overall increase in Victoria and 

7 per cent in the CBD. Th e number is also 

Docklands’ highest in the past fi ve years. 

Th ere were 1379 off ences recorded in 

Docklands in 2015 and 2235 in 2016. 

Among the crimes committed in the area, 

theft made up 37 per cent and deception 20 

per cent.  Th e number of deception off ences 

soared from 117 in 2015 to 447 last year, one 

of the most signifi cant increases among all 

off ences in Docklands.

Crime Statistics Agency’s chief statistician, 

Fiona Dowsley, said that while property and 

deception off ences overall had increased in 

the last 12 months, most of this increase was 

due to increases in theft off ences.

“Our analysis shows that more than one 

third of all recorded off ences in Victoria are 

theft related,” Ms Dowsley said.

John Kakos, vice president of the Docklands 

Community Association and chairman of 

three owner’s corporations in NewQuay, 

said he thought most of the crimes in 

Docklands were concentrated in specifi c 

areas, particularly among low-income 

housing units in Docklands Drive.

He also said crime rates could be easily 

reduced through educating residents on 

safety precautions.

“Th e crimes in Docklands are mainly theft 

and deception off ences, which could be 

reduced if the residents stay more vigilant 

of suspicious activities and ensure their 

properties and valuables are secured,” Mr 

Kakos said. 

“We are taking steps to inform residents 

about how they can protect themselves 

and assist the police to reduce similar 

crimes,” he said. 

Mr Kakos said Docklands’ overall crime 

rate was relatively low compared with 

other areas around the CBD and the 

crimes were generally non-violent.

“Docklands remains a safe area and we 

can easily address certain issues through 

more awareness and more police patrols,” 

he said. 

Despite the dramatic surge, the overall 

crime numbers in Docklands in 2016 

only constituted about 6 per cent of 

the total crimes within the Melbourne 

municipality. 
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Government 
tight-lipped 
on school site
By Shane Scanlan

As the State Government’s 
self-imposed deadline to 
identify the site of the new 
Docklands primary school 
looms, it says it is still a work 
in progress.

Education Minister James Merlino said on 

October 11 that the site of the new school 

would be announced within six months.

But, as the April Docklands News went 

to press, an Education Department 

spokesperson said: “Th e government is 

committed to delivering a school in the 

Docklands and is currently working to 

identify a suitable site.”

Docklands News understands that the 

government has, in fact, chosen a site for 

the school – the former Docklands “place 

of worship” site on the corner of Footscray 

Rd and Little Docklands Drive.

Th e “place of worship” was an election 

promise of the previous Coalition State 

Government but was never delivered.

Former planning minister and current 

leader of the opposition Matthew Guy 

fi rst announced plans for a Docklands 

place of worship in 2012.

In June 2015, Places Victoria terminated 

a lengthy bid process for a local place 

of worship.  It had spent two years in 

negotiations with CityLife Church – a 

Pentecostal mega-church based in 

Melbourne’s eastern suburbs.

To bid for the place of worship, interested 

parties had to off er community benefi ts, 

such as co-sharing premises with other 

denominations or providing education 

and training facilities.

Have a drink with Duncan
Th e Woolshed re-opens later 
this month and the fi re-aff ected 
venue wants locals to come and 
have a drink on them.

While the offi  cial opening is April 21, locals 

day is Sunday, April 23, starting from 4pm 

and long-term manager Duncan Laidlaw is 

looking forward to thanking the community 

for its support since fi re ripped through the 

Central Pier venue in November.

“We just want to say thanks to the 

community,” Mr Laidlaw said.  “Th e support 

has been fantastic, so the beer’s on us.”

“Locals” will be able to be identify 

themselves by presenting a commemorative 

coaster that will be earlier direct-mailed to 

Docklands addresses.

On the day, guests will see that the venue 

has been restored to its pre-fi re condition, 

but that management has taken the 

opportunity to modernise, refi ne and 

upgrade facilities where appropriate.

And it’s not just the building that is being 

upgraded.  Th e hospitality off ering itself is 

being taken upmarket too.  Th e word “pub” 

has been dropped from its name to better 

refl ect the venue’s positioning in the market.

“Our strengths have always been restaurant, 

bar and events, so the adjustment to the 

name is probably overdue,” Mr Laidlaw said.

Another strength being highlighted is 

the venue’s heritage values.  Modern 

LEDs “shine a light” on many previously 

unnoticed links to Docklands’ maritime 

past.

And while the building’s heritage listing 

has presented particular challenges, it 

also off ers a strong point of diff erence with 

other nearby venues.  Heritage imagery is 

tastefully featured throughout and there is a 

lot more natural light now.

Mr Laidlaw and sales and events manager 

Lee Cleal have both worked almost every 

day since the fi re and proudly showed 

Docklands News through the re-vamped 

premises.

A new mezzanine level has been added 

to the large function space at the rear, 

and the kitchen has been opened up and 

modernised.  

Th ere is a new staircase, some structural 

changes in other areas and the restaurant 

has been more formally extended into the 

“verandah” area at the front.

Mr Cleal said he was looking forward to 

hosting more “meet and greet” dinners for 

locals as the venue got back on its feet.  A 

“Pig and Pinot” event is likely to be the fi rst 

cab off  the rank.

Th e Woolshed sees itself as the natural 

meeting place between the various sides 

of Docklands and its proximity to Etihad 

Stadium and popularity with visitors 

confi rms this role.

Mr Cleal said the corporate community had 

been quick to pledge its ongoing support 

with bookings already received for End of 

Financial Year and Christmas events.

And, he said, it had retained most 

Melbourne-based staff  since the fi re, who 

were keen to get back to work.

Duncan Laidlaw and Lee Cleal are keen to start pouring drinks again.

Mr Laidlaw after the fi re.
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Green light for Collins Wharf
Planning Minister Richard Wynne has given a green light for Lendlease’s $1.2 billion Collins Wharf development, which will create a 
six-hectare neighbourhood along North Wharf Rd.

Last September, Melbourne City councillors 

slammed the developer’s plans for fi ve 

Victoria Harbour towers.

And in November, Mr Wynne told Docklands 

News: “We are talking to Lendlease about a 

modifi ed proposal.”

But the successful proposal has approval 

for the same number of apartments.  A 

Lendlease spokesperson said the Minister 

merely changed the way the towers were 

arranged, with the shortest tower now being 

placed closest to the Bolte Bridge.

Under the approved Lendlease 

development, a new precinct will emerge 

with fi ve towers, accommodating 3500 

residents and workers and creating 3000 jobs 

over the next eight years.

Th e fi ve residential towers will be capped at 

85 metres. Th e residences will range from 

one to three-bedroom apartments and each 

apartment will have water views. Four-storey 

town houses will be built along Collins St. 

Th e project will be completed with fi ve new 

public parks to provide ample open space for 

residents.

Collins Wharf will boast an innovative 

ecological park with fl oating wetland and 

a walking trail with new waterfront access 

along the Yarra River on the western tip of 

the Northern Promenade.

Th e wharf will have 2.5km of water frontage 

to both Victoria Harbour and the Yarra River. 

Pedestrians and cyclists will be given access 

to the promenade.  

Th e site will extend from the current Victoria 

Harbour and Collins and Bourke streets will 

serve as the main traffi  c routes through the 

site. 

“Th is exciting new development will create 

thousands of jobs and transform the Victoria 

Harbour precinct of the Docklands into a 

vibrant residential community with park 

space to enjoy the great outdoors,” Minister 

Wynne said.

“Parklands and open space are the keys 

to happy and healthy communities. We’ve 

worked with the developer to ensure public 

space sits at the heart of this development,” 

he said. 

Some small-scale waterfront commercial 

space will off er opportunities for creative 

boutique enterprises along the wharf 

and a health and wellbeing centre will be 

constructed at the water’s edge.

Th e project will be delivered over fi ve stages 

and will create 25,000sqm of public space. 

Collins Wharf is expected to maintain 

Victoria Harbour’s six-star green star 

communities rating from Green Building 

Council of Australia. 

Lendlease’s managing director of urban 

regeneration, Mark Menhinnitt, said the 

highlight of the development was the 

abundant public space, which would 

complement the places already developed 

and under construction at Victoria Harbour. 

“Th e Collins Wharf development will take 

advantage of Victoria Harbour’s existing 

retail and public space, including Library 

at Th e Dock, Community Hub at Th e Dock, 

Knowledge Market and more than 80 dining 

and entertainment options – while adding 

diverse new public spaces,” he said. 

“Following our consultation with the local 

community in 2015 and engagement with 

authorities over the past 18 months, I’m 

confi dent that our Collins Wharf vision will 

present one of Melbourne’s most desirable 

locations for residents, visitors and local 

workers to enjoy.”

Constructions of the fi rst 320 apartments are 

expected to start in 2018.
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Caiafa booted off council.  Riley back
By Shane Scanlan

A judge has removed City of 
Melbourne councillor and 
Queen Victoria Market trader 
Michael Caiafa and replaced 
him with former Team Doyle 
councillor Susan Riley.

On March 14, Justice Greg Garde removed 

Mr Caiafa, simultaneously acknowledging 

that he had done nothing wrong and even 

suggesting that the council cover his legal 

costs.

Justice Garde said: “His conduct has been 

exemplary. He has done all that an elected 

councillor can do since he was declared 

elected. His position is aff ected by the 

actions of another candidate over whom 

he had no control, and for whom he has no 

responsibility.”

Justice Garde acted on the suggestion of 

the Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC), 

which appealed an early decision of the 

Municipal Electoral Tribunal (MET) dealing 

with the disqualifi cation of successful 

candidate Brooke Wandin.

Ms Wandin was declared elected in the 

October 22, 2016 council election but was 

later found to be incorrectly enrolled.

On December 5, MET Magistrate Michael 

Smith ordered a “countback” of votes, which 

would likely have preserved Cr Caiafa’s 

position but added Ms Wandin’s running 

mate Nic Frances Gilley to the council.

But the VEC successfully appealed to the 

Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal 

(VCAT) where Justice Garde ordered a 

“recount”.  Mr Frances Gilley was also 

successful using this method of counting and 

had now become a councillor. He and Susan 

Riley were sworn in on March 21.

Explaining his decision, Justice Garde said: 

“Exercise of a discretion often involves 

competing factors. Each must be given 

the weight considered appropriate. Whilst 

acknowledging the eff ect of the ineligibility 

of Ms Wandin on the other candidates, 

particularly Mr Caiafa, the tribunal must 

ensure that eff ect is given as far as possible to 

the votes of the electors as cast in the ballot.”

“Th is duty is at the heart of the democratic 

system of local government. It is the factor 

that deserves greatest weight in the exercise 

of the Tribunal’s discretion.”

Justice Garde went on to say: “While the 

tribunal undoubtedly has power to declare 

unelected a candidate who was elected and 

who is qualifi ed to be elected, and has acted 

properly, it is a power to be approached 

cautiously and only exercised where 

necessary.”

“No previous instance of such a nature in the 

case of a multi-member electorate was cited 

to the tribunal. Nonetheless I am satisfi ed 

that it is necessary in this case to give eff ect 

to the votes and preferences cast in the 

ballot, as determined on the recount. Th ere 

is no alternative if the two candidates who 

were elected on the recount are to serve on 

the council.”

Justice Garde’s action grants Lord Mayor 

Robert Doyle a majority of councillors in the 

11-member chamber.

Cr Doyle had been critical of Magistrate 

Smith’s decision and had publicly advocated 

for the methodology championed by the 

VEC. Cr Doyle admits to spoking with VEC 

Commissioner Warwick Gately on two 

occasions but both men deny any infl uence 

Michael Caiafa. Councillor Susan Riley.

was brought to bear on the VEC’s decision to 

appeal the matter to VCAT.

Mr Caiafa told CBD News he considered 

his legal options and determined it was too 

hard to appeal Justice Garde’s decision to the 

Supreme Court.

“I greatly appreciate the comments and the 

overwhelming support shown to me from 

other councillors, council staff  and members 

of the public,” he said.

“Obviously, the outcome is terribly 

disappointing for me.  Despite this 

disappointment and my great desire to 

continue in my role as councillor for the 

remaining three and a half years of the term, 

I do not wish to cause more uncertainty 

and interruption to the work of the council 

by pursuing any appeals against the VCAT 

decision.”

“I remain passionate about the Queen 

Victoria Market and, while I am not able to 

serve out my time as an elected councillor, 

I want to continue to serve the people of 

Melbourne and all those who wish to see 

the market thrive and develop long into the 

future.”

“I would welcome the opportunity to 

continue to work with the council to achieve 

that outcome.”

Cr Jackie Watts told CBD News the decision 

was further evidence of the need to reform 

the municipal electoral system.

“It’s most unjust and is very concerning that 

our democracy has malfunctioned to this 

extent,” she said.

Cr Watts has written to the VEC with 32 

questions arising from the conduct of the 

October 22 election.

The trends of Docklands’ households
According to the City of 
Melbourne’s data, there will be 
more lone-person and family 
households in Docklands in the 
near future. 

Th e number of one-person homes is 

predicted to more than double in the next 10 

years, increasing from 3543 in 2016 to 7690 

in 2026. 

Households where couples live with their 

children in Docklands will also double, rising 

from 469 in 2016 to 1079 in 2026. 

Lone-person households currently make 

up 51.7 per cent of all homes in Docklands, 

while families make up 16.4 per cent. Homes 

of couples without children constitute 22 per 

cent of the total households. 

By 2026, 17.4 per cent of Docklands residents 

are expected to be living with their families 

and 52.6 per cent living alone. 

Approximately 10 per cent of the total 

Docklands population live in shared group 

dwellings and the percentage is set to reduce 

to 7.9 in 10 years. 

Th e number of residents per dwelling is 

estimated to drop from 1.55 to 1.48 – but is 

expected to increase to 1.61 in the long term. 

Th e total population is set to soar from the 

estimated current 11,324 to 21,091 in 2026.
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Small 
business 
recognition
Th e City of Melbourne is 
seeking nominations from 
eligible small businesses for 
its 12th annual Lord Mayor’s 
Commendations.

Th e commendations celebrate and 

recognise the contribution that small 

businesses make to the success of the city.  

More than 500 City of Melbourne-based 

small business owners have so far been 

recognised.

Applications are open until Friday, 

May 19, with a ceremony to be held on 

Wednesday, August 23.

Lord Mayor Robert Doyle said small 

businesses played a huge role in building 

the prosperity and cultural fabric of our 

city.

“Small businesses are the engine room 

of our economy. Th eir energy, creativity 

and passion help to make Melbourne the 

world’s most liveable city,’’ the Lord Mayor 

said.

“Th e City of Melbourne is home to 13,000 

small businesses which employ 75,000 

people. Small businesses make up more 

than 80 per cent of all the businesses 

operating in the City of Melbourne.”

“Th e dedication and passion of the people 

who run small businesses should be 

recognised and that’s what this program is 

all about.”

Th e Lord Mayor’s Commendations are 

free to enter and are open to any business 

proprietor within the City of Melbourne 

municipality that employs 20 people or 

less and has operated continuously for 

more than 10 years. 

Commendations for small business 

proprietors include: 50 + years;   40 + 

years;   25 + years; and 10 + years.  

For more information on the Lord Mayor’s 

Commendations, including how to apply 

or nominate an eligible small business, or 

call 9658 9658 or visit www.melbourne.

vic.gov.au/commendations.

Melbourne’s lucky day
By Shane Scanlan

Th e City of Melbourne has 
just got lucky with the chance 
inclusion of Nicholas Frances 
Gilley as its 11th councillor.

Th e most-impressive social entrepreneur’s 

“election” to council is an accidental, but 

fortunate, outcome of a bizarre chain of 

events, which started before the October 

council election.

Never really expecting to get elected, Mr 

Frances Gilley and running mate Brooke 

Wandin were supposed to contest the deputy 

and lord mayoral positions and attract votes 

for former councillor Richard Foster.

However, a simple mistake saw them enter 

the wrong part of the election, which led 

to a bitter falling out with Mr Foster and 

resulted in both Mr Foster and Ms Wandin 

facing criminal charges over Ms Wandin’s 

enrolment address.

Th ese matters are still before the courts.  Th e 

authorities are currently working with Ms 

Wandin on ways to avoid a conviction.  By 

contrast, Mr Foster is pleading not guilty, 

and the matter is due for further mention in 

the Melbourne Magistrates Court on July 18.

Ms Wandin was elected to the council 

(largely on preferences) but was later 

stripped of the position when it became clear 

that she was ineligible to stand.

Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal 

(VCAT) president Justice Greg Garde on 

March 14 declared Mr Frances Gilley elected 

in her place. And while he was initially not 

interested in the position, Mr Frances Gilley 

said he decided to take up the opportunity to 

honour his commitment to Ms Wandin (in 

whom he was “in awe of”).

He says he will work towards reforming 

the electoral process so that indigenous 

people, such as Ms Wandin, in future can be 

automatically eligible for election no matter 

where they live. He calls this “paternal 

right” and off ers the treaty that John Batman 

signed with the Wurundjeri tribe in 1835 as 

the basis of his rationale.  

Mr Frances Gilley denies this is “idealistic”, 

saying that, in fact, it’s a pragmatic ambition 

because it can be achieved by simply adding 

a tick-box to candidate enrolment forms for 

indigenous Australians.

And while this sounds like “pie in the sky”, 

Mr Frances Gilley’s track record for getting 

things done suggests it just might happen.

He’s been a CEO since he was 25, has 

been ordained an Anglican priest and was 

awarded an MBE (Member of the British 

Empire) for charitable achievements in 

Britain before coming to Australia in 1998 

where he became the executive director of 

the Brotherhood of St Laurence.

He is on boards, writes books, speaks 

internationally and is well connected with 

the World Economic Forum.  He is also an 

environmental player on the world stage.

Th e thought of his intelligent and passionate 

contribution to the direction of our city 

within the council chamber is exhilarating.

“I have skills,” he said modestly, pointing to 

the obvious areas of homelessness and the 

environment as where he can contribute 

most.

And he’s not daunted by his ignorance of 

local government policies, processes and 

powers.

“It’s a board position, isn’t it?” he said, 

explaining that his strategic thinking was the 

best thing he could contribute and vowing to 

steer clear of the detail.

“You’ve got to trust the people who do the 

detail.  What I will do will be within the 

context of that detail,” he said.

“My style is to pose questions such as: 

‘would this be a good goal for us’?”

He’s also not embarrassed that he and Ms 

Wandin’s team attracted only 1534 votes.

“It’s the system, isn’t it?  We’ve ended up 

with a consequence that neither of us 

expected, but I’m now in the job.”

New councillor Nicholas Frances Gilley.

Merchant Society Restaurant
NEIGHBOURHOOD FRIENDLY AND GUARANTEED FRESH

DINNER IN DOCKLANDS

71 Merchant St, Docklands       Phone: 

Lunch-Mon-Fri. 11.15-3pm       Dinner-Thur-Sat. 5.15-till late
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A Doyle majority – what will it mean?

Now that the City of Melbourne 
election results have been 
fi nalised by VCAT President 
Greg Garde, what will it mean 
for governance at city hall?

Th e return of former deputy lord mayor 

Susan Riley as the vital sixth member of 

Team Doyle, along with the election of non-

Doyle Liberal Party member Philip Le Liu, 

means we have the most right wing or pro-

business council for many years.

If you label all members of Team Doyle as 

part of the right – and Deputy Lord Mayor 

Arron Wood along with former Labor Party 

state secretary Nick Reece both have solid 

progressive credentials –  then you are 

talking a comfortable 7-4 majority.

Th e fi ve-person Team Doyle faction did 

meet regularly in the last council, but 

they couldn’t make any decisions without 

securing an additional vote. Th is time, they 

will potentially have complete control over 

council decisions within their team meeting.

Cr Jackie Watts, a Labor Party member and 

persistent Doyle critic, will gain little traction 

in the new council and has already been the 

subject of at least one formal complaint to 

state government oversight bodies.

However, just because we have a business-

backed and Liberal-led council, don’t expect 

an immediate move on the 17 per cent 

loading that business pays above the level of 

rates paid by residents. Th at set-and-forget 

diff erential has been in place for more than 

two decades and won’t be changed, largely 

because business has not complained.

Similarly, even if debt blows out delivering 

the $300 million-plus Queen Victoria Market 

precinct redevelopment, you’ll never see 

a Doyle-controlled council asking for an 

exemption from rate capping.

Th at said, Cr Doyle is very conscious of the 

fact he rules over most of Adam Bandt’s 

federal seat of Melbourne, long recognised 

as the most left wing federal seat in the 

country. Th e Lord Mayor jokes about being 

in a Green-Liberal Coalition and is very 

proud of being the spiritual leader of the 

so-called “Hamer Liberals” – the progressive, 

moderate group who look after the 

environment and embrace minorities whilst 

also keeping the budget balanced.

Th e Lord Mayor is unlikely to alienate the 

two Greens on council, Rohan Leppert and 

Cathy Oke, given they are both impressive 

individuals who have worked constructively 

with him in the past.

But he will no doubt be tempted to use some 

of his new-found power and the biggest risk 

relates to the conga line of rent-seekers who 

will ask for favourable treatment.

News Corp provided the worst example in 

the last council when it prevailed on the 

Lord Mayor to dish out almost $300,000 

of ratepayer cash to assist with their Good 

Friday Appeal. It was a dud investment 

which wasn’t repeated, but there will be 

many others seeking favours, such as James 

Packer’s Crown Resorts with its plan to 

build the biggest building in the southern 

hemisphere on the Queensbridge Hotel site.

Th e controversial removal of QVM trader 

Michael Caiafa, after serving for almost 150 

days, will raise legitimacy questions about 

the Lord Mayor’s majority.

Why did it happen? No legitimately elected 

councillor or politician in Australia has ever 

been removed from offi  ce mid-term by the 

same electoral authority which declared 

them elected in the fi rst place.

Th e VEC is meant to be a sober independent 

authority which responds to events as 

necessary – not an interventionist litigant 

triggering unprecedented electoral 

outcomes with major political implications.

As CBD News has previously reported, the 

Lord Mayor and Electoral Commissioner 

Warwick Gately had two telephone 

conversations during the Brooke Wandin 

imbroglio. What did they talk about?

As a party to the proceedings who followed 

all submissions before Magistrate Michael 

Smith at the Municipal Electoral Tribunal 

and before Justice Garde at the VCAT 

appeal, I did not see or hear any convincing 

argument supporting the VEC position.

In my opinion, Magistrate Smith got it right 

and the VEC should never have appealed. 

Given that the VEC had declared Brooke 

Wandin elected, there should have been a 

vacancy declared and a countback which 

elected her running mate Nicholas Frances 

Gilley, who only received 14 primary votes.

But no, the VEC persisted with an alternative 

argument of assuming Ms Wandin had 

withdrawn before the election, when she 

hadn’t.

Th e VEC approach didn’t stop Brooke 

Wandin’s tainted votes being used to elect 

her running mate, and it had the additional 

impact of delivering a Doyle majority (which 

the clear majority of voters did not want) and 

removing a serving councillor who scored 

the fourth highest vote with 7.78 per cent.

Th is is a travesty of democracy which, 

assuming no successful appeal, will 

eff ectively martyr Michael Caiafa and 

further boost the already powerful political 

movement opposing council’s QVM 

redevelopment plans.

Don’t be surprised if all this plays out at the 

2018 state election as Planning Minister 

Dick Wynne, a critic of council’s QVM 

plans, desperately tries to fend off  a Green 

challenge in his seat of Richmond.

By Stephen 
Mayne
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Call 1300 137 590 or visit elmandstone.com.au  
Display Suite Open Daily 10am – 5pm 24 NewQuay Promenade, Docklands.

1 BED + MEZZANINE  
& BALCONY - 73M2  

(WITH CAR & STORAGE)  
FROM $545K

2 BED + MEZZANINE  
& BALCONY -  102M2  

(WITH CAR & STORAGE)  
FROM $756K

Elm & Stone introduces a unique loft apartment design, with bedroom suites on 
separate levels and soaring 4.5 meter tall living space bathed in sunlight from  

full height windows.  Each loft features a flexible mezzanine level which is suitable  
for use as a home studio, lounge or an extra bedroom. 

Complimented by a spectacular residents only pool, gym, library and rooftop garden, 
Elm & Stone is the ultimate urban retreat.

HEIGHT & SPACE  
UNIQUE LOFT LIVING.

Upcoming cruises

www.MelbourneShowboat.com.au

31st
of March

Melbourne Showboat 

1st
of April

7th
of April

8th
of April

2nd
of April

9th
of April

BOOK NOW AT:
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SELLING | LEASING | PROPERTY MANAGEMENT818 Bourke Street, Docklands    T: 9001 1333    www.cityresidentialbourkestreet.com.au

SALES
Glenn Donnelly
m: 0419 998 235
e: glennd@cityresidesidential.com.au

LEASING
Lina D’Ambrosio
m: 0430 959 851

e: linad@cityresidesidential.com.au

706/60 Lorimer Street
 DOCKLANDS

2303/50 Lorimer Street
DOCKLANDS

1504 / 888 Collins Street 
DOCKLANDS

3001/90 Lorimer street 
DOCKLANDS

2708 / 241 Harbour 
Esplanade DOCKLANDS

DIRECT WATER 
FRONTAGE
CITY FACING 
LARGE INTERNAL 
SIZE
TWO BALCONIES
GREAT FACILITIES

$550,000

 1  1  1

DIRECT WATER 
FRONTAGE
RARE 
OPPORTUNITY
LARGE FLOOR 
PLAN
LARGE BALCONY

$970,000

 2  2  2

TOP FLOOR 
APARTMENT
GREAT INVESTMENT 
RETURN
INCLUDES ALL 
FURNITURE
EXCELLENT 
CONDITION

$450,000

 2  1

OVER 200 SQM
DESIRED 
LOCATION 
WATERFACING
320 DEGREE 
VIEWS
MUST BE SEEN

$1,750,000

 3  2  2

THREE ENSUITES
FANTASTIC VIEWS
WATER FACING
GREAT FACILITIES

$1,120,000

 3  3  2

3101/100 Lorimer Street 
DOCKLANDS

WATER FACING
CBD BACK DROP
INCLUDES STUDY 
AND STORAGE 
CAGE
FANTASTIC VIEWS

$1,280,000

 3  2  2

Hot box apartments are a health risk
By Sean Car

CBD residents face growing health risks associated with heat stress due to poor Australian apartment design standards, a new study 
by the University of Melbourne has shown. 

Th e Living Well – Apartments, Comfort and 

Resilience in Climate Change study has found 

that Australian apartments don’t comply 

with international standards when it comes 

to protecting inhabitants from extreme heat. 

It looked at how apartments would perform 

in “free running mode” without mechanical 

cooling systems or air conditioning, such as 

in the event of a black out. 

Researchers tested six common apartment 

building types ranging from high-rise and 

low-rise apartments to brick buildings and 

apartments considered as “best-practice” in 

the context of current Australian standards. 

Th e study modeled how apartment 

designs could cope with excessively high 

temperatures by testing them against the 

heat wave conditions that hit Melbourne in 

January and February 2009, which included 

the Black Saturday bushfi re disaster. 

It also chose a worst-case scenario by 

modeling west-facing apartments that are 

most exposed to the sun. All six apartment 

samples failed the four standards they were 

tested against.

Two building types tested that were typical 

of most apartments in the CBD – being high-

rise heavyweight apartments made almost 

entirely of concrete – measured as the worst 

performing. 

While current overseas building standards 

in countries such as France and Germany 

enforce strict rules on mitigating heat 

impacts, it is not currently addressed within 

the Building Code of Australia. 

Th e study’s lead researcher and construction 

scientist Chris Jensen said the results were 

a wake up call, particularly with scientists 

predicting longer and more frequent heat 

waves in the future.

“Th e research highlights to the public that 

heat stress inside apartments is a real issue 

and that we need to do more to control 

this, not only in new buildings, but also for 

existing buildings,” he said. 

One of the study’s key recommendations 

calls on the national building regulator to 

adopt standards that protect people against 

heat stress by considering variables such 

as air temperature, humidity, air velocity, 

metabolic rate and clothing insulation. 

Th e State Government’s Better Apartment 

Standards, released in December, includes a 

maximum cooling load, which is calculated 

using the Nationwide House Energy Rating 

Scheme (NatHERS) standards. However, Mr 

Jensen told CBD News these standards didn’t 

go far enough in addressing heat stress.  

“We’re calling on a range of diff erent policy 

changes,” he said. “It’s addressed really well 

overseas but it’s not currently addressed 

in Australia. Th e apartment standards 

guidelines don’t address heat stress – the 

maximum cooling load uses computer 

energy modeling and doesn’t capture peak 

temperatures.”

Apartments currently considered best-

practice encourage natural ventilation for 

adaptive comfort, while others recommend 

windows be kept closed during heat waves. 

Many of the inner city’s high-rise apartments 

don’t have opening windows, posing 

particular dangers for residents in the event 

of power blackouts. And not all apartment 

buildings have back-up generators.

According to the building manager of 

Freshwater Place in Southbank, Mike 

Zverina, generators only ensured that 

power was maintained to lights, air supply, 

lifts and water. All appliances, including 

air conditioning, are not connected to the 

emergency loop. 

However, while some generators, such as 

those installed at Freshwater Place, ensure 

a temperate pressurised average air of 22 

degrees, Mr Zverina said not all buildings 

had temperate air provided by the central 

system. 

A spokesperson for the Australian Building 

Codes Board said the National Construction 

Code did not regulate backup power supply 

other than for emergency safety equipment. 

“Th e provision of a generator for backup 

power is a matter that is at the discretion of 

the building owner/developer or building 

manager having regard to the nature and use 

of the building,” the spokesperson said. 

“A building does not get sold or occupied 

without a power source, so it is not 

something that needs to be regulated.” 

Th e Living Well study recommended a 

number of retrofi t options, which included 

increasing thermal mass, added insulation, 

light colouring of external walls, improved 

ventilation and window shading. 

However, the study found that even with 

the addition of all of these retrofi ts, some 

apartments would still fail to comply with 

some international standards. 
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Docklands’ girl features in print
By Sunny Liu

It could be the fi rst ever children’s book published about Docklands. 

Tamara D’Mello thinks Docklands is so 

unique that she decided to write a book 

about it. Docklands Girl, published in March, 

draws a lively picture of the vibrant city 

suburb from the perspective of Ms D’Mello’s 

daughter Aria. 

Ms D’Mello moved to Docklands with 

husband and daughter in 2012. Aria, now 

fi ve years old, is a “native Docklander”.

Ms D’Mello is from Bombay, India, and her 

husband is an Australian who grew up in 

the outer suburbs of Melbourne. She said 

the book showcased the multiculturalism 

of Docklands through Aria’s mixed cultural 

background.

“Aria is the inspiration of the book. It’s 

about her everyday life in Docklands with 

some elements of the Indian and Australian 

cultures,” Ms D’Mello said.

“Th e book is about diversity and it also 

touches on immigration. Many of the 

Docklands residents are from diff erent parts 

of the world and it can be very relevant to 

them,” she said. 

According to Docklands Girl, Aria is a “footy-

loving, dosa-eating, veggie-picking, fi rework-

watching Docklands girl”. 

Th e book contains narratives from Aria’s 

point of view and the illustrations of some 

of Docklands’ most iconic landmarks, 

including Cow Up A Tree, Victoria Harbour, 

Etihad Stadium and eaglehawk Bunjil.

“Docklands is very unique. I don’t think 

there’s any other suburb like it. Docklands is 

very inspiring,” Ms D’Mello said. 

She said she wrote Docklands Girl both to 

document Aria’s childhood and to advocate 

the liveability of Docklands.  

According to Ms D’Mello, the book is 

composed with some “cross-country eff ort”. 

“Th e designer of the book is based in 

Melbourne and the illustrator is from India, 

who has never been to Australia,” she said. 

“So it took us a few tries to get it right but it 

has turned out very well.” 

Th e book is not only about Aria’s story, but 

Ms D’Mello and her husband’s stories as 

well. It depicts Ms D’Mello’s life in India and 

her previous job as a journalist at an Indian 

tabloid and her husband’s love for footy and 

meat pies. 

Ms D’Mello said Aria loved going to India 

to see her grandparents and but she much 

preferred living in Docklands. She also likes 

eating traditional Indian pancake dosa 

as much as she likes eating Weetbix and 

Vegemite toast. 

“Aria is more Australian than anything 

else. I would like to expose her more to the 

traditional Indian culture,” Ms D’Mello said.

She also hopes there will be more 

publications about Docklands. 

“Th ere’s so much going on in Docklands all 

the time and there can be so many stories 

written about it. I’m glad I could contribute 

to Docklands by writing the book,” she said.

Docklands Girl can be purchased from 

Amazon and can also be found at Library at 

Th e Dock.

Tamara D’Mello and daughter Aria.

Tolhurst Druce & Emmerson   Level 3, 520 Bourke Street, Melbourne   T 9670 0700  www.tde.com.au

David Parsons answers your legal questions.
Q I am from overseas and would like to buy a property in Australia. Can you tell me what type of 

property I can buy?

A Foreign persons are usually given approval by the FIRB (Foreign Investment Review Board) to 
purchase the following types of properties:

New dwellings.
townhouses.

Existing dwellings for redevelopment. Existing homes can only be purchased if they are 
demolished and redeveloped within 4 years.

Vacant land. May be purchased for residential development, if completed  within  4 years.

Commercial real estate. Existing commercial real estate is able to be purchased by foreign 
buyers or companies.

Call for advice on wills, probate, estates and trusts; conveyancing and 
property law; family law; commercial law; litigation and dispute resolution. 

Tolhurst Druce & Emmerson  Working with individuals, families & business.
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LIFE SIZE CLASSIC FAMILY FAVOURITES
FREE NERF HQ, HASBRO LIFE SIZE GAMES, GARDEN GAMES, JUMPING CASTLE & EASTER EGG HUNT. 

PLUS, KIDS FLY FREE ON THE MELBOURNE STAR.#

www.harbourtownmelbourne.com.au www.melbournestar.com

*Excluding Good Friday 14 April. #When accompanied by a full paying adult, limited to one child per adult.

11am – 2pm daily
FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT
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Reform for the Docklands 
Community Forum?  Yes or no?
By Sunny Liu

It has been nearly fi ve 
years since the Docklands 
Community Forum was fi rst 
established and some believe a 
reform might be needed. 

Th e Docklands Community Forum (DCF) 

is convened by the City of Melbourne 

and Places Victoria and attracts local 

representatives to highlight and discuss 

community issues at their meeting every two 

months.

Th e DCF was fi rst assembled in August, 2012 

to engage the local community and facilitate 

the implementation of the Docklands 

Community and Place Plan, which outlined 

Docklands’ key directions, community 

priorities and programs that the City of 

Melbourne and Places Victoria were set to 

deliver over the next 10 years. 

Th e DCF is open to the public and anyone 

with an interest in Docklands’ community 

and development can join the meeting and 

have their voice heard. 

A representative group was appointed to 

present issues close to their heart at each 

DCF meeting. Th e group comprises local 

residents, workers and business owners from 

various fi elds that represent a diversity of 

skills, involvement, interest and experience. 

However, Docklands has gone through 

a dramatic transformation since 2012, 

and the transient population, property 

developments and facility upgrades all have 

posed great challenges to the operations and 

engagement of the DCF. 

Andrew Ward, DCF representative and 

owner of Push! Fitness in Docklands, said 

2017 might a good time for DCF members to 

consider a reform for the forum. 

“Docklands has changed a lot in the past fi ve 

years and it might be time to re-establish the 

forum’s priorities and objectives,” Mr Ward 

said. 

“Th e DCF has done some great work over 

these past few years and the members have 

given a lot of time and energy to the forum. 

But it’s also time to regain more commitment 

from existing and potential new members.” 

Mr Ward said he thought the forum needed 

to keep up with the pace of the swift changes 

in Docklands’ population and landscape.

“Even I have changed quite a bit for the past 

few years. I started at the DCF as a worker in 

Docklands and now I’m a business owner. So 

it can be worth a complete re-prioritisation 

of objectives and issues at the DCF. We need 

to think about what the plan is now,” he said. 

Joh Maxwell, Docklands Chamber of 

Commerce president and also a DCF 

representative, said the DCF representatives 

were working to better engage the 

community and were holding a private 

meeting between representative group 

members and the City of Melbourne on April 

5.  

“A reform is certainly something we need to 

discuss and it would be a valid opportunity 

for people to contribute to the broader 

Docklands community,” Ms Maxwell said.

“We need to work out how we can get the 

community members better involved with 

the forum and make sure we deliver all the 

information to the community.”

Th ough many DCF members might agree 

with Mr Ward and Ms Maxwell’s perspective, 

some other representatives are hesitant 

about the discussion.

Keith Rakin represents the Docklands 

boating community at the DCF. He told 

Docklands News a reform should not be a 

quick decision.

“I will certainly add input to the forum 

when the question of a reform arises, but 

it’s a very complex question that requires a 

group discussion rather than one person’s 

opinion,” Mr Rakin said. 

Mr Rakin also questioned the infl uence of 

the media on the forum’s decision-making 

process. 

“I don’t think it’s a newspaper’s place to 

hold this kind of discussion. It will be the 

community’s decision and the opinion 

of whether to reform really varies from 

individual to individual,” he said. 

“I think we can go back to the original 

premise of when the forum was fi rst 

established and check our performances 

based on the objectives we set at fi rst to see 

whether a reform is needed. It’s not one 

person’s decision to make.” 

Places Victoria’s general manager precincts, 

Simon Wilson, told Docklands News:  “Any 

reform of the Docklands Community Forum 

is something for the City of Melbourne to 

consider. We are happy to work with the 

forum in whatever format is decided upon, 

as we support any opportunity for the 

community to be represented in Docklands.”

Th e next DCF meeting will be held at the 

Library at Th e Dock on April 26. 
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April school holiday 
fun in Docklands
Th ere’s so much to do in 
Docklands this school holidays, 
you’d be crazy not to bring the 
kids down.

Here’s a list of some of what’s available:

Young fi lmmaker workshop

Children interested in fi lmmaking can 

join the fi ve-day Young Filmmaker School 

Holiday Workshop at Docklands Studios 

to learn to write, fi lm and edit a short 

fi lm under the guidance of experienced 

producers. Twelve places are available.

Monday, April 3 – Friday, April 7

Docklands Studios

$480 per person. 

ArtVo

Th e interactive 3D art gallery has built a 

reputation at Harbour Town. Visitors can 

see, touch and photograph the artwork and 

create their own amazing illusions. Children 

can also learn about optical illusions and the 

technology behind 3D art.

Everyday 10am-6pm 

Harbour Town

$15-25 per person. Family packages 

available. 

Games Adventure at Harbour Town

Try the jumping castle, Hasbro life-size 

games and the Nerf obstacle course for 

starters. Th e Melbourne Star is off ering free 

fl ights for children. Th ere will also be an 

Easter egg hunt on April 15. 

Monday, April 3 – Monday, April 17

Harbour Town

Free.

Sand art

Sand art is returning to Harbour Town in 

April for children with a creative heart. Th ey 

can play with the colourful sand and create 

their own sand sculptures in Wharf St. 

Monday, April 1 – Monday, April 17 

11am-5pm

Harbour Town

Free.

Th e Backlot Rooftop Drive-in

Located on the top fl oor of the multi-deck 

car park, the drive-in cinema also off ers seats 

for walk-ins. It shows classic blockbusters 

nightly. Th ere are PG-rated fi lms available 

and it is also pet-friendly.  

Everyday from 8pm.

Harbour Town

$40 per car and $20 on Tuesdays.

Mbots balloon popping challenge

How many balloons can you pop with your 

self-engineered popping device attached 

to an Mbot robot? Children can learn more 

about robot technology and sharpen their 

handcrafting skills through this fun and 

interactive science class. 

Wednesday, April 5 3.30-4.30pm

Library at Th e Dock

Free.

Wild backyard zoo

Young children can get up close to some 

amazing Australian native animals and 

learn about native animals that live in 

their backyard. It is part of the Grow and 

Learn school holiday program brought by 

Melbourne Library Services. 

Th ursday, April 13 10.30am-11.30am

Library at Th e Dock

Free.

LEGO Education Workshops 

Are you LEGO smart? Th e LEGO workshops 

help children to build knowledge and 

express themselves creatively. Children can 

develop spatial awareness, creativity and 

mathematical concepts of symmetry, shape 

and geometry through building their own 

LEGO mini-sculptures. 

LEGO Education Learning Centre, 5/439 

Docklands Drive.

Monday, April 3 – Th ursday, April 13

$40.

New 
outdoor 
space 
Work has started on the new 
open space on the corner 
of Harbour Esplanade and 
Collins St.

Places Victoria is delivering the upgrades, 

which will include new outdoor exercise 

stations, landscaping, footpaths to 

encourage more visitors, workers and 

residents to use the space.

Th e site is also home to MPavilion 2015 

and the Hub@Docklands Community 

Centre.

Places Victoria’s general manager 

precincts, Simon Wilson, said the works 

would soon be starting and were expected 

to be completed by mid-2017.

“Th is upgrade will complement the 

existing recreation opportunities at 

the adjacent sports courts and provide 

welcoming spaces for people to visit,” he 

said.

“Th e precinct has become a popular 

meeting location and recreation 

area, particularly with the addition of 

MPavilion 2015. Th ese works will create a 

consistent feel throughout the site, from 

MPavilion 2015 through to the sports 

courts and the Hub@Docklands.”

Th e work will include new footpaths to 

connect Waterview Walk and Harbour 

Esplanade, the addition of viewing areas 

next to the sports courts and an outdoor 

exercise station.

Th e plans for the area have been 

developed following feedback from the 

community and the City of Melbourne 

and meet the aspirations identifi ed by 

the community as part of the Docklands 

Community and Place Plan (2012) for 

more places for people and activity.

For questions or further information, 

please contact Places Victoria on 

communications@places.vic.gov.au

St Michael’s North Melbourne

“Where I’m Known”
2018 Enrolments 
available 
www.smnthmelbourne.catholic.edu.au 
Principal Denise Hussey 
Phone: 93299206
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VISIT US ONLINE!  WWW.STOPNOISE.COM.AU

.......................................................................................................................................................................................
NO NEED TO REPLACE YOUR EXISTING WINDOWS TO ACHIEVE DOUBLE GLAZING
.......................................................................................................................................................................................

Stop Noise will come to your home for a FREE demonstration and show you how we can reduce 
noise by up to 70% coming through your existing windows.

Stop Noise secondary glazing system is equally as good as replacement double glazed windows for 
your thermal insulation and twice as good for reducing noise. There is simply no better option. 
Save money on your energy bills and get a great night sleep.

Stop Noise is a trusted family owned and operated Melbourne based business since 1995.

Call today to organise a free assessment of your windows & doors

1800 880 844      info@stopnoise.com.au
Office & Showroom- 15 Industry Blvd, Carrum Downs 3201

SOUNDPROOFING WINDOWS
FOR BODY CORPORATE AND HERITAGE LISTED HOMES AND APARTMENTS

OK for Melbourne 
Quarter tower
Lendlease’s Melbourne Quarter 
project is well underway, 
with the fi rst commercial 
tower under construction, 
while the second has been 
recently approved by the State 
Government. 

Planning Minister Richard Wynne last 

month approved Melbourne Quarter’s 

second commercial tower, which will be 

the precinct’s largest offi  ce tower with 

approximately 55,000sqm of offi  ce space and 

2500sqm of retail space. 

Th e second 28-storey Melbourne Quarter 

Tower on Collins St will be the centrepiece 

of the development, linking Docklands and 

the CBD with a laneway between Collins and 

Flinders streets. 

Leadlease’s managing director for urban 

regeneration, Mark Menhinnitt, said 

Melbourne Quarter would continue 

Docklands’ transformation into a lively and 

dynamic destination.

“Surrounded by a high concentration of 

leading national and global enterprises, we 

have seen a commercial shift towards this 

part of Collins St at the heart of the Southern 

Cross precinct,” he said.  

Seven commercial and residential buildings 

are planned at Melbourne Quarter and, 

once complete, the area will off er about 

130,000sqm of offi  ce space for more than 

12,000 workers.

Th e fi rst offi  ce building, One Melbourne 

Quarter, is under construction and a crane 

has arrived at the site. 

One Melbourne Quarter will be home to 

Melbourne’s fi rst sky park, an ecological 

open space 10m above the street level. 

“Th e hero of the new precinct, the sky park, 

will complement Melbourne Quarter’s 

leading workplace design, off ering workers 

the ability to re-charge or work outside the 

offi  ce, enhancing their health and wellbeing. 

Th is is a key trend in global workplace 

design,” Mr Menhinnitt said.

“Melbourne Quarter’s towers and precinct 

public domain will provide a more holistic 

and human-centric approach to offi  ce 

designs for businesses and their most 

important assets – their people – rather than 

focusing on just physical infrastructure.”

A new public square will be built on Collins 

St and will be surrounded by restaurants and 

bars. 

Lendlease will consolidate its headquarters 

to One Melbourne Quarter when the 

construction is fi nished. 

Docklands as a 
hostile landscape 
A unique play has been 
performed on a moving bus 
in Docklands because of our 
perceived similarities to the 
lawless American wild west.

Th e play Passenger revolved around a 

conversation overheard by other passengers 

on the bus between a woman and a male 

corporate employee about a corporation’s 

unethical actions. It likened lawless 

corporate bosses to Western cowboys. 

Th e play, presented by Arts Centre 

Melbourne and Footscray Community Arts 

Centre, ran from March 23-26.

According to the co-director and producer 

Jessica Wilson, Docklands was chosen 

as the location for the play because of its 

commercial environment.

“We fi nd that Docklands is a very market-

driven place, being the headquarters of 

so many big companies,” Ms Wilson said. 

“Docklands is built by decision-makers 

rather than the community.”

“Docklands is just like a fi lm set because 

it’s so clean and sometimes very stark,” 

she said.

“People tend to interpret the world based 

on what they are hearing. Th rough the 

fi lmic music and the conversation on 

the bus, the audience would interpret 

Docklands as a hostile commercial 

environment.”

“It can be quite alienating when 

people visit Docklands and it is not as 

accommodating as some other places,” 

Ms Wilson said. “So we brought people to 

see the place through new eyes.” 

However, Ms Wilson stressed that there 

was still positivity about Docklands.

“Th ere are heaps of organic changes 

happening in Docklands. Th ere are more 

restaurants, activities and people living 

in Docklands,” she said. “Docklands 

is becoming less stark and more 

interesting.”

Actress Beth Buchanan in “Passenger”.



Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no Docklands News

14    DOCKLANDS NEWS    ISSUE 129

PCA113E

Call or book at rsvp@paramour.com.au
MELBOURNE CBD 

CITY CENTRE
Melbourne’s exclusive
entertainment service.  
Highly recommended  
for our interstate and  
overseas visitors.

• Dinner Companions
• Social Escorts
• Sensual Ladies

See real pictures of our ladies at paramour.com.au

THE MOST EXCLUSIVE ESCORT AGENCY

9654 6011
5 MINUTES 

TO YOUR DOOR
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CBD - 5 MINUTES 
TO YOUR DOOR
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Co-working spaces welcome start-ups
While offi  ce rents continue to soar, more small businesses are setting up their offi  ces at co-working spaces in Docklands. 

Co-working spaces have become an 

economical choice for start-ups and have 

made business precincts like Docklands 

more accessible for companies with a 

limited budget. 

Co-working spaces are areas shared by 

diff erent businesses that often include 

common facilities such as kitchens and 

meeting rooms.

One popular co-working space is NAB 

Village at 700 Bourke St, which is off ered to 

NAB customers rent-free. 

Silva Wei and Stephen Zuluaga moved their 

education training business, Peer Camp, to 

NAB Village at the beginning of this year. 

Th ey said the co-working environment was 

very valuable for their business.  

“We were looking for a location that was 

convenient and also in a community-

focused area. Docklands is a business hub 

and the location makes everything easier, 

both for us and our clients,” Mr Wei said. 

Peer Camp co-founder Mr Zuluaga said 

working in a common environment with 

other creative organisations had increased 

their productivity.

“We’ve been so productive ever since we 

relocated here. We can get the most amazing 

connectivity out of this physical space and 

our relationship with other businesses,” he 

said. 

Mr Wei and Mr Zuluaga hosted a networking 

community coff ee meeting at NAB Village 

in March. Th e weekly community coff ee 

used to only involve NAB employees and 

now all small businesses in the village can 

participate.

During the one-hour session, professionals 

from various backgrounds chat about all 

topics related to entrepreneurship, team 

building, innovation and many more over 

coff ee.

Start-ups in the village take turns in hosting 

the coff ee sessions, with the facilitation of a 

NAB Village host.

Mr Wei said community coff ee was a 

representation of how co-working spaces 

could benefi t small businesses.

“Community coff ee encourages the sharing 

of ideas and experiences. It makes a big 

diff erence for big corporates like NAB to 

think about their customers and small 

businesses,” he said. “It also gives us a better 

idea of how to give back to the community.” 

Mo Hamdouna is the creative director at 

start-up Mo Works and moved his business 

to Docklands-based co-working space Hatch 

Quarter last year. 

Mr Hamdouna said Docklands was 

becoming more start-up friendly. 

“Th ere are many big corporates like the 

big banks and some fi nance companies in 

Docklands but many small businesses have 

been kept away due to the high rental costs,” 

he said.

“But co-working spaces like Hatch Quarter 

has attracted small companies to Docklands. 

It benefi ts both the companies and the local 

economy.”

Mr Hamdouna also said sharing the space 

had facilitated an exchange of ideas and 

boosted his company’s off ering to clients.

“Th ere is a video production company and a 

software engineering company in our offi  ce. 

Th ese companies can complement our 

services. We can really work with each other 

and it has enabled us to provide new services 

and better experiences for our clients,” he 

said. 

Silva Wei and Stephen Zuluaga in their co-working space at NAB Village.



Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no Docklands News

 ISSUE 129    DOCKLANDS NEWS    15    

Find out more and see the agenda at melbourne.vic.gov.au/dcf

Date: 
Time: 
Venue: 

Meeting information

The Docklands Community Forum is an open public meeting for 

residents, businesses and workers to hear and have their say on 

local issues and projects.

Join us at the April forum and help shape the future of 
Docklands

DOCKLANDS 
COMMUNITY FORUM

Performance Space, Library at The Dock

6pm to 8pm

Wednesday 26 April 2017

Nothing but hot air
Dock 5 residents got up close and personal with hot air 
balloons fl oating up Victoria Harbour on March 10.

Coding for 
women
Women interested in dipping 
their toes into information 
technology (IT) joined the free 
coding workshop held at the 
Coder Factory in Docklands on 
March 25. 

IT professional Tanya Butenko founded non-

for-profi t organisation Node Girls Australia 

last year and created this workshop for 

women who were often hesitant to get into 

the male-dominated industry.

“IT can be a very exclusive industry with 

very few women. So we want to change that 

by encouraging more women to learn about 

basic coding skills and showing them coding 

can be fun,” Ms Butenko said. 

“I want women to realise that programing is 

something they can do even if they have a 

full-time job or if they have kids,” she said, “if 

women fi nd out they really like it, they can 

change their career.” 

At the workshop, participants learned about 

JavaScript and Node.js, two of the most 

widely used programing languages. 

Attendees were divided into beginner, 

intermediate and advanced studying groups 

where they acquired and shared knowledge 

about programming under the guidance of 

experienced tutors. 

International 
hotel opens in 
NewQuay
Four Points by Sheraton has 
offi  cially opened its doors at the 
Marina Tower on March 28. 

Th e four-star international hotel off ers 273 

guest rooms and 500sqm of function space 

in the NewQuay precinct. 

Th e designer behind the contemporary 

establishment is Docklands’ own DKO 

Architecture. Th e design features dark 

charcoal and aquamarine palette with 

blonde timber, bleached wood panelling, 

abundant marble and glass, fresh greenery 

and deeper notes of black and bronze. 

Th e ample function space can welcome up 

to 200 guests for conferences and social 

functions and is equipped with internet 

access and professional AV facilities. Private 

and banquet function space is available on 

the seventh-fl oor sky lounge with outdoor 

deck, boardrooms and bar and lounge area. 

“We’re excited to open the doors on our new 

property that’s been very carefully planned, 

designed and built to create a warm 

welcome to both business and leisure guests 

and bring Four Points hospitality to this part 

of the city,” Stephen Ferrigno, Four Points 

general manager said.

Th anks to Karl Berberich for sharing this 

moment with the rest of the suburb. Th e 

balloons lifted in to clear Etihad Stadium 

and were last seen heading south-east 

towards St Kilda Rd.

South Wharf Hilton sold
Singaporean investors have 
bought the South Wharf 
Hilton Hotel for $230 million. 

Th e UOL Group last month snapped 

up the local landmark from HHR 

Conventions. 

Th e 396-room Hilton was put on the 

market in 2015 and will be converted to a 

Pan Pacifi c in two months. 

www.thejameshotel.com.au
16-17, 439 Docklands Drive, Docklands

STEAK NIGHT
EVERY 

WEDNESDAY
5:30 PM - 8:30 PM

CHEF’S CHOICE OF CUT
SERVED WITH  

CHIPS  AND SALAD
 AND 

POT OF HOUSE BEER 
OR

GLASS OF HOUSE WINE 

$20
Book a table 

(03) 9606 0644
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Mini media 
mogul marries
Docklands News owner and 
editor Shane Scanlan tied the 
knot with long-term partner 
Louise Lee on March 2.

Th e fi ve-minute ceremony at the registry 

offi  ce was witnessed by Kate Fooke (for the 

groom, fi fth from left) and Trish Aschoff   (for 

the bride, third from left).  Ms Fooke was 

accompanied by partner Phil Shellcot and 

Mrs Aschoff  was joined by husband Karl.

Th e wedding party adjourned to a nearby 

Bourke St restaurant before the newly-weds 

attempted a dash to Melbourne Airport to 

meet a fl ight to Tasmania.

Expecting fi rst-world road conditions, the 

couple miscalculated the time required 

and received a good dressing down from 

Virgin Australia Airlines staff .  Being fi ned 

a good proportion of the national debt for 

distributing 40kg across four bags (what 

the?), the honeymoon got under way.

With days in central Hobart both before and 

after hiking the Th ree Capes Walk, the time 

away was magic.  Available phone reception 

is the only thing wrong with this walk.  Sorry 

staff , I actually had the phone turned off .  So, 

thanks for fi guring it out for yourselves.  

And thanks also to Barry C Douglas for the 

pics (www.facebook.com/Barry.takes.

photos).

21  04  17

Celebrate the re -opening of Dockland’s much loved meet ing place -  The Woolshed.

Open from Fr iday 21st Apri l  for lunch onwards.

161 Harbour Esplanade, Docklands 3008   |   (03) 8623 9640   |   woolshed.melbourne
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Groovy Social club

Our Dentists:

Dr. Pia Oparkcharoen – MDS (Adelaide)

Dr. Oon Yong Tan – BDSc (Hons, Melbourne)

Services:

Check-ups (exam, scale and 

clean, X-Ray); children’s 

dentistry; teeth whitening; 

dental implants; root canal 

treatment; crown, bridge, 

veneer; dentures.

Mon-Fri 8:30-5pm (Thurs until 6pm)    Sat: 9am-1pm 

57 Merchant St, Docklands (opposite Victoria Harbour Medical Centre) 

www.docklandsdentalstudio.com.au  -  ph 9021 9487  mob 0488 799 487

BOOK NOW ONLINE
docklandsdentalstudio.com.au

Zoom! 
Teeth 

Whitening
Now Available

We are now part of  
nibs First Choice Dental NetworkIt’s jelly time again

It’s that time of year again  – time of the jellyfi sh apocalypse.

Dockland experiences an almost annual 

infl ux of the spooky jellies.

Experts say high rainfall and salinity are 

most likely the cause of the outbreak.

Maybe we have to postpone our Victoria 

Harbour swimming until winter?  (Just 

joking!)

Foodies fuel push for 
communal kitchens
By William Arnott

Docklands’ love aff air with 
food has started changing 
how property developers are 
designing kitchens and dining 
areas.

Shared outdoor cooking spaces and private 

areas to dine are considered two of the most 

important things to “foodies” looking for an 

apartment.

Head of Apartments for Lendlease’s urban 

regeneration business, Ben Christie, said 

there was a strong trend towards buyers 

seeing shared, professional kitchen spaces 

over the past fi ve years.

“Modern kitchens are no longer a room 

just for family meal times – they’re for 

entertaining guests and exploring culinary 

passion,” Mr Christie said.

“Cooking appeals to every age group and 

demographic and our apartment designs 

take into consideration these practical and 

functional spaces to ‘feed’ our customer’s 

love for home cooked food.”

“Younger generations are more accustomed 

to using shared cooking and kitchen 

amenities not just for socialising but to help 

cut down on cost of living expenses.”

Mr Christie said shared dining spaces helped 

people transition from the hustle and bustle 

of the city into their homes and helped build 

a sense of shared ownership, belonging and 

community.

“A sense of community is the most powerful 

driver of satisfaction within apartments and 

is fostered through shared spaces where 

residents can relax over a glass of wine and 

shared a meal together,” he said.

“Th is fl exible amenity makes a huge 

diff erence in resident’s lifestyles and in the 

future leasing potential of a property.” 

“Developments like Melbourne Quarter 

are catering to these needs with a diverse 

off ering of sophisticated, professional 

communal dining facilities,” Mr Christie said.

About 20 locals enjoyed the 
March 14 Docklands Social 
Club event at the Victoria 
Harbour Groove Train.

Docklands Social Club is an informal 

monthly gathering of local people who 

love to catch up for a drink and a meal at 

the diff erent venue each month.

Th ere are no bookings, no memberships 

or ongoing commitment and diners pay 

their own way with the venue on the night.

Th e April Social Club is being held at the 

Nixon Hotel, from 7pm on Tuesday, April 11.

Th e Nixon is on the corner of Bourke St and 

Batman’s Hill Drive in Docklands.
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DOCKLANDS

Question:  What do you think about Donald Trump?

 

I think he’ll wear himself out very rapidly and 

he will hopefully do something so stupid he’s 

impeached within at least two years – if not before.

PENNY ROBERTS, 58, YOGA INSTRUCTOR, ENGLAND 

I’m just watching the crazy happen. I think some 

people probably think he’s leading America into 

the right place. I don’t know personally. I’ll just 

have to see what happens.

LEWIS TOMS, 22, WORKFORCE RECRUITMENT AGENT, CBD 

I don’t know that much about him, but I don’t like 

him. He’s against women’s rights and I think he 

says stupid things. I don’t agree with his thoughts.

ELIN SJÖ DEN, 21, TOURIST, SWEDEN 

I don’t know much about him. I know he’s 

President of America and he’s very brief. Every 

time he goes up the steps he talks very loud.

CHIO YOON CHING, 21, STUDENT, MALAYSIA 

He’s an interesting guy. I don’t think he makes 

great decisions, but I think he understands the 

people’s position better than anyone else.

PHAMI VEMULABALLI, 35, WORKS IN IT, DOCKLANDS 

I fi nd it interesting that the world has rejected 

globalism and voted him in because of that 

rejection. I don’t know if Americans had a right 

choice to choose from.

TIM KAZAN, 45, WORKS FOR TELSTRA, ALPHINGTON 

We are delighted to welcome Natalia Li  

to our team as a veterinary assistant and  

communication facilitator.  

Natalia, who is fluent in both Mandarin and  

Cantonese, was born in Hong Kong. She now lives 

in Docklands, with her beloved dog Cooper while 

she undertakes her studies as a veterinary student 

at Melbourne University.    

Together with our caring veterinarians Natalia 

will be working to improve the health of our  

patients by ensuring clear communication 

and pet care advice.  

When asked what excites her about this new  

service for inner city pet lovers, Natalia said:

“There is a gap in terms of understanding animal 

needs amongst different cultures. I've experienced 

this very gap with my own family and I'd like to be 

able to narrow this gap by breaking the language 

barrier between traditionally western-educated 

vets and Chinese customers. Afterall animals can 

help bring people together”

We can’t wait to meet you and your four-legged 
family members, drop in and say 

Dr. Theo Lynch with patient 'Buck'

Phone (03) 8566 6735
South Yarra Vet Centre & Boutique  
Offering high value veterinary services and  prestige pet products for your furry fashionista.  

Located at 66 Toorak Rd South Yarra  

There is ample convenient parking just off Macfarlan street. 

(don't worry, we'll even look after your meter). 

For Chinese speaking fur-parents

SOUTH YARRA  
VETERINARY CENTRE
PRESTIGE PET HEALTHCARE

For Chinese speaking fur-parents
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Emilia Rossi, a Docklands advocate
By Melissa Chung 

Being a digital consultant, lifestyle blogger, fashion jewellery designer as well as an online wedding marketplace owner, Emilia Rossi 
perfectly balances her work and life in Docklands.

Docklander

After moving to Melbourne from Canberra 

in 2012, Ms Rossi spent three weeks living in 

the CBD and decided to settle in Docklands.

“Th e lifestyle in Docklands is just perfect. I’m 

able to walk out from my apartment building 

and I have literally the water’s edge at my 

doorstep,” she said.

Ms Rossi spends most of her time working in 

Docklands – she works at home, chills at the 

park and has interviews in cozy cafes. 

She appreciates the convenience of 

Docklands that she does not need a car to 

travel around. 

“Everything is in walking distance. I have 

everything I need except a tennis court,” she 

said.

Ms Rossi’s personal blog, which is rated as 

the top fi ve Melbourne lifestyle blogs by 

Culture Trip, shares some of her Docklands 

living experiences. She believes it is her 

responsibility to write about Docklands.  

“I always jokingly say that I’m a Docklands 

advocate. I don’t think there’s a real voice, 

beside obviously a publication. A lot people 

that live here don’t actually write about how 

good this place is. So I think it’s kind of my 

responsibility,” she said.

When asked about apartment living in 

Docklands, Ms Rossi said she loved to live in 

a place where all her stuff  was secured. 

Some people might have storage problems 

in regards to apartment living, however, 

minimalist Ms Rossi adapted to this kind of 

living with ease. 

“Some people have a lot of junk, so living in 

the apartment is not for everyone. Every item 

that we have we use – like only one beautiful 

leather jacket or two gorgeous handbags,” 

she said.

Ms Rossi also has a love-hate relationship 

with Docklands. On one hand, she 

appreciates how the City of Melbourne 

is making Docklands more liveable, for 

example, by adding benches in the green 

areas. 

On the other hand, she criticises how 

some of the new development has made 

Docklands disconnected. “Th ey don’t have 

areas where people can mingle together,” she 

said. 

After all, Ms Rossi enjoys living in Docklands 

where she describes her current life as a 

dream – working with things that she loves in 

a place that she feels comfortable in. 

“I always like a place that has a view. I 

have to have a view of water. I have to have 

green areas but also have a bit of concrete. 

Docklands just has the perfect combination,” 

she said.

Emila Rossi at a Docklands Cafe

P: 9646 7996
86 Lorimer St, Docklands

info@concierge86.com.au
www.concierge86.com.au

Your CLEANING experts!
APARTMENTS / OFFICES / CARPETS / WINDOWS

DRY CLEANING / PARCEL PICK UP & DELIVERY

in

 open 24/7 |
sexy & wild |

genuine escorts |

Top Class

Lunch (Wed – Fri, Sun) & dinner (7 days)       Info@bhoj.com.au     

Mention this 
Docklands News 
advert for a 10% 
discount on your 
food bill!*

*  Not valid in conjunction with any other offer, special menu or Foodora delivery

Critically acclaimed Indian cuisine located by the waterfront at 
New Quay
Voted amongst Melbourne’s best Indian restaurant’s 
Perfect for group functions / events / local Docklands catering
Take-away and delivery available (through Foodora)
Refer to our website for bookings, online ordering and enquiries

54 New Quay Promenade Docklands
9600 0884

www.bhoj.com.au

Available onn
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Th e innovative DEBLE by Melbourne based designer Mond Qu.

SKYPAD Living

Double duty furniture
“Vertical living is more than 
suburbia turned on its side”, so 
says Mond Qu, a Melbourne-
based designer and creator 
of the DEBLE – a DEsk taBLE 
combo. 

Architecturally trained in Melbourne and 

London, Mond was the 2016 recipient of 

the Credit Suisse Scholarship at Th e Wade 

Institute where he studied for a masters of 

entrepreneurship. 

Described as “the MBA for the 

entrepreneurial age”, Th e Wade Institute 

aims to empower the next generation of 

entrepreneurs. Th is is the dream of Ormond 

alumnus, Peter Wade who believes that, 

while we are a smart nation, “still too few of 

our great ideas are generating the future of 

our economy”.

It is this future focus that appealed to Mond, 

as his interests lie with the merging worlds 

of the virtual and physical, which he sees as 

slowly becoming one. Acting upon the belief 

that designers need to grab hold of these 

opportunities and bridge the gap between 

changes in culture and technology, Mond 

is currently involved with two ventures – 

United Make and Prymari (pronounced 

primary). 

United Make is an experimental think-

tank and multi-disciplinary studio where 

Mond works alongside a graphic designer, 

a virtual reality technician and a fabrication 

technician and, together, they “explore 

design through the act of making”.  United 

Make has been operating for three years and 

boasts clients such as Zumbo, Law Advisor 

and YouTube. 

But Mond also wanted a more practical 

outlet and, hailing from a family of interior 

designers, he believed that his biggest 

impact would be through designing 

sustainable furniture which responded 

to people’s real life needs. Th is was the 

reason behind the launch of his second 

venture, Prymari, a custom design furniture 

company that combines innovative design, 

craftsmanship and technology.

And Prymari’s fi rst off ering is the DEBLE – a 

customisable, modularised table-and-desk 

in one. Consisting of a chequerboard-like 

surface, each square is a separate module 

which can be swapped out for either a fl at 

surface or a specialised unit. Currently there 

are modules for such things as computer 

equipment, lighting and storage (such as for 

craft materials). 

In terms of sustainability, the DEBLE is 

manufactured locally in Blackburn and 

the frame is made of sustainably-sourced 

mountain ash timber. Th e individual 

modules vary in terms of their composition 

and a range of other materials can be used 

in the DEBLE such as medium density 

fi breboard, bluestone, marble, Perspex and 

even material comprised of recycled coff ee 

granules. 

Regarding vertical living, the idea behind the 

DEBLE is that when living in a small space, 

it’s helpful to make every piece of furniture 

pull double duty. 

DEBLE achieves this through its 

switchability, which off ers several benefi ts to 

vertical dwellers, the fi rst being adaptability. 

If there is more than one person needing 

working space, as long as they don’t need 

it at the same time, the DEBLE can be 

confi gured to suit the particular needs of 

each user. 

Th is means that several diff erent people 

can tailor the one area to suit their diff erent 

needs by swapping in the modules they 

need for their particular tasks (e.g. craft 

making, studying, drawing). Also, as our 

interests change over time, new modules 

can be obtained and older ones retired or, 

even better, recycled. Th is goes to the second 

benefi t which is that Mond envisions off ering 

a repair and/or recycle service which is also 

part of his drive for sustainability. So, if a 

module needs updating or repairing, simply 

take it back to Prymari. 

In terms of availability, currently there are 

10 prototypes with 30 beta testers putting 

DEBLE through its fi nal paces. Already 

Mond is taking on suggestions, such as for 

a side unit for module storage and he is 

also examining the idea of a quick release 

leg system which would aid in shipping 

and delivery (especially when elevators are 

involved).

A crowd-funding campaign is planned for 

mid-2017, so if you are interested in getting 

your own DEBLE, stay tuned for its launch 

on Kickstarter. 

Janette Corcoran 

Apartment living expert

https://www.facebook.
com/SkyPadLiving/

Drone danger
Is Docklands News interested at all in the 

attached images, showing four young men 

who fl ew a drone on NewQuay at 7pm 

on Saturday, March 4, directly in front 

of the Boyd residential tower - without 

any regard for the right to privacy of the 

residents of that building?

Th e fi rst image shows the four standing 

as a group watching their aircraft in fl ight, 

while in the second the man in white 

(partially obscured by a balcony of the 

Boyd) reaches up to catch the vehicle as it 

came down.

Th ey later (7.20pm) fl ew their drone from 

the jetty in front of Cargo Restaurant 

(although only over water so there was 

less reason to object to that), before 

departing the scene at 7.23pm. 

I wonder what view the Melbourne City 

Council takes of these activities and 

whether it has procedures in place to 

protect residents or visitors to Docklands 

from invasion of privacy  or safety in the 

event that someone is accidentally struck 

by one of these aircraft. 

Chris Clark

 
Find out what’s on in the city at  
melbourne.vic.gov.au/whatson
Sign up to our Melbourne Magazine at  
magazine.melbourne.vic.gov.au

YOUR CITY 
YOUR NEWS
Connect with us for all the latest news, events,  
updates and more in the City of Melbourne.  

 /cityofmelbourne
 @cityofmelbourne
 @cityofmelbourne

 /thatsmelbourne
 @thats.melbourne
 @thats_melbourne
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Letters to the Editor

Send your letters to 

news@docklandsnews.

com.au

Night heron
We have seen the swans and cygnets, but 

have you seen the night heron which has 

appeared on several occasions along the 

Harbour Esplanade waters’ edge. 

Happy bird watching.  

Rob Howden

About ducks I
Th e front page of the last Docklands News 

was a real LOL moment.  I’d completely 

forgotten to email re the duck faux pas, but it 

seems the rest of your readership did not.

I really enjoy reading the local news, and this 

time loved the way the paper ‘fessed up.

Leanne Van Der Merwe

About ducks II
Th anks for the correction– yes we too were 

running a poll at the Aurecon offi  ce.  It was 

a DUCK!

Since you’ve asked people to let you know 

if we spot any other mistakes, here are two 

more from the very correction article itself!

1. “Th anks to everyone who got in touch 

to let us know that our front page ‘cygnet’ 

was, in fact, a duckling.”  Wrong again!  It 

was a duck.  Not a duckling.  You see, ducks 

as a breed tend to be a lot smaller than 

swans, even the adults. Th e duckling, like 

the cygnet, will have a diff erent colour and 

feather texture to the adult duck which was 

in the photo.

2. “But, please, if you spot any other 

mistakes, please let us know!”  As a grammar 

pedant this was my favourite.  Th e word 

“please” inadvertently was used twice in the 

sentence asking for readers to spot any other 

mistakes.  

Th ere you go.  You’re welcome!

Kris Ekeberg     

About bikes I
I read your news item of February 28 about 

the bike riders on NewQuay Promenade. 

Th is is an issue that deeply concerns me.

I regularly walk from the top of Harbour 

Esplanade to Rakaia Way along the 

promenade, most particularly during the 

peak bike traffi  c periods in the morning and 

evening. 

I have now seen two instances of pedestrians 

being hit by riders. Th e most concerning 

was a four-year-old child one morning. His 

family was from Sydney and they were taking 

a morning stroll along the promenade. 

It was sickening and, upon witnessing the 

speed with which the cyclist was travelling 

and the way in which the child was hit, I was 

surprised the child was not seriously hurt. 

Th e family was in shock and kept repeating 

the mantra that they thought their child 

would be safe to wander with them as there 

are no roads. Th e cyclist, after stopping 

briefl y, resumed his ride without leaving 

details.

Every now and then I perform a count. Th e 

record is 37 cyclists passing me from the top 

of Harbour Esplanade to Rakaia Way. And 

during winter, they do not like to ride on the 

slippery boardwalk part, thus narrowing it 

into the compact concrete portions. Th ese 

are, by and large, not local residents but 

those taking a shortcut. And by taking a 

shortcut, I mean the type of people that like 

to ride fast.

As a local conveyancer, I have the regular 

opportunity to meet people buying and 

selling in Docklands and in particular 

NewQuay. It gives me the opportunity to talk 

about what people like and do not like about 

the area. Th e racing cyclists at all hours of 

day and night is a very common subject. I 

could probably even pass on the name of 

several people, but no doubt you will receive 

numerous responses from your article.

Th e solution is simple – multiple, 

crisscrossed bollards at numerous locations 

along the promenade. Th ey exist all over 

the world in mixed-use locations on 

promenades and boardwalks for the same 

purpose and do not aff ect slow riders, the 

disabled and those with prams. Changing 

the light sequence for the main bike path will 

not work – the boardwalk is more pleasant 

and there is more room to race and overtake 

a slower cyclist.

Based on what I’ve seen, and the number 

of families with children, somebody will get 

seriously hurt.

I’m more than happy to meet/chat with 

any person or councillor to try and fi x this 

problem.

Jayson Sande

About bikes II
As a NewQuay resident, pedestrian and 

cyclist, I don’t like either of your suggestions 

to tackle the problem of speeding cyclists 

mingling with pedestrians.

Part of the problem stems from the poorly-

designed and maintained boardwalk.

It seems to me the majority of pedestrians 

and cyclists avoid using this surface and are 

concentrated on the paved section next to 

Victoria Harbour. Th e boardwalk has the 

potential to damage tyres and some heels as 

well as stub toes and even trip the unwary. 

Th e boardwalk could be upgraded to a 

smoother, more-even surface, eliminating 

the screws standing proud and the gaps in 

the construction. Or it could be ripped up 

and replaced with full paving. Th is would 

allow for a marked dedicated three-metre 

wide cycle path running next to and on the 

harbour side of the light posts and west of 

the sculptures, hopefully keeping most of 

the speeding cyclists away from most of the 

pedestrians. 

And whilst I’m at it, Docklands needs a 

good, world-class skate park, just not near 

NewQuay Promenade!

I enjoy reading your publication

Alan Stevenson

About bikes III
As a permanent local resident of Docklands 

this article was so good to see. To know I’m 

not the only person living in fear of getting 

side-swiped by these tour de Docklands 

wannabes. 

I have a few suggestions: Maybe the new bike 

hub business and associated considerate 

bike riders could start an education program 

for the inconsiderate cyclists along the 

promenade at peak times? 

Also perhaps the police/council or anyone 

who can actually fi ne or warn them could 

patrol the promenade during peak times of 

travel? I realise the police are busy but just 

now and again on a random basis may help?

Program basics: Don’t speed, keep a safe 

distance from pedestrians and use a bell!

Rachael

About bikes IV
With regards to the article “How to get rid of 

the racers”. 

In 2009,  Docklands News ran a piece on a 

car/bike race from Mornington to Docklands 

that may have encouraged this type of 

behaviour.

http://www.docklandsnews.com.au/

editions/article/cyclists-too-strong-for-car/

Rob

About bikes V
Just read your column in Docklands News.

It’s not just NewQuay that’s a concern re 

speeding commuter cyclists. I live in Yarra’s 

Edge and you literally take your life in your 

hands most mornings trying to exit from 

Docklands Park to get onto the footpath 

towards the tram stop on Collins St.

Th e speed at which (most) cyclists seem to 

travel at this busy hour of morning is crazy. 

One lady walking ahead of me just last week 

called out “you’re going to kill us all!” as she 

crossed. 

Th ere needs to be an enforced speed limit 

and council/traffi  c police around to monitor 

in my view. 

It’s one thing to have shared use public 

thoroughfares but when the rights of 

pedestrians are disregarded (and safety 

endangered) then something needs to be 

done. I would be interested in reported 

cyclist/pedestrian collision stats for Harbour 

Esplanade - I imagine it’s high and bound 

to increase with greater resident and cyclist 

numbers.

Looking forward to your next column on this 

issue in Docklands News.

Belinda Randall

About bikes VI
Interesting article.

I think it is great to highlight design issues 

that have been poorly resolved in practice 

and the example you provide is perfect.

Th e photo highlights:

 ■ Poor surface for a mixed use path;

 ■ Poorly designed separation;

 ■ Poles with potentially lethal bases, square 

cut concrete;

 ■ Th ese same poles would likely provide 

less than the minimum contrast for a 

visually impaired person to see; and

 ■ It is easy to fi nd quality research that 

highlights the use of hedges (not too 

challenging I think) as being a socially-

acceptable and user-friendly means of 

separating mixed use paths.

Unfortunately your article does not identify 

these clearly demonstrated problems 

with design that result in the problem you 

describe.

Instead you advise that:

 ■ Cycling is legitimate in this mixed use 

area;

 ■ Testosterone-fi lled commuters: on a 

mission to catch and pass the next bloke 

(maybe in this politically correct world 

this should be person);

 ■ Move the menace; and

 ■ Th e key to success is making the journey 

longer.

Th ese are most amusing responses, but really 

not good journalism.

Th e suggestions you provide include:

 ■ Sequencing the lights. If it works, 

this would be a great suggestion as it 

addresses some of the design issues. 

Likely a good reporter will have contacted 

VicRoads to identify the sequencing 

priorities to see whether this is a viable 

solution as these controls usually have 

considerable thought go into them before 

they are implemented; and

 ■ Your other suggestion of physical barriers 

is a tad naive. Perhaps consult with 

disability access groups and the relevant 

standards to identify better information.

But good on you for raising a problem.

Th e problem is clearly one of poor design, 

which you have not identifi ed. All too 

often, these poor designs are foisted on 

communities with the identifi ed problems. 

Your mission should be to provide quality, 

informed articles on the matter.

Off  you go now that you have heard the real 

problem: poor design.

Let’s hope you now provide us with a more 

informed and better quality article.

Anon
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Owners Corporation Law

Tom Bacon

Tom Bacon is the principal 
lawyer of Strata Title Lawyers.

Tom@stratatitlelawyers.com.au

Read the fi ne print
Developers owe fi duciary duties to owners’ corporations (OCs), but always read the fi ne print in your sales contract.

Th e strata law titling system has existed 

in Victoria for more than 50 years and, as 

each year passes, the system gets more 

and more sophisticated as clever lawyers 

obtain judgments from courts regarding the 

interpretation of statutory and common law 

concepts and existing laws continue to be 

amended. 

Since 1968, the courts of Australia have 

been prepared to recognise that a developer, 

acting as a promoter of the building, will owe 

the OC a fi duciary duty to act in an OC’s best 

interests and in relation to the ways in which 

it sets up an OC to be managed in the future. 

Over time, the scale, extent and operation 

of this fi duciary duty has expanded and 

contracted as various parliaments around 

Australia have sought to legislate in this area 

and various courts have issued rulings in 

cases regarding this duty. 

Within the Owners Corporation Act in 

Victoria, there is also a legislative provision 

which requires a developer to act honestly 

and in good faith and with due care and 

diligence in the interests of the OC in 

exercising any rights under the legislation. 

Th e common law duty extends this principle, 

requiring a developer not to obtain any 

unauthorised benefi t from the relationship 

and not to fi nd itself in a position of confl ict 

(where it might be tempted to “self-deal”). 

Th e operation of this duty can take many 

forms. For instance, it can arise in such 

diverse areas as “embedded networks” 

where a developer might enter into an 

agreement on behalf of the OC with a gas or 

electricity supplier for the bulk buy of utility 

services. 

Typically, the developer would take an 

annual fee as a commission for the bulk 

purchase of the utility. It could be said 

that the developer has no right to earn a 

commission from the energy or gas that the 

OC consumes and that any commission 

should be payable to the OC itself  – not to 

the developer. 

In other circumstances, a developer might 

enter into a service contract on behalf 

of the OC with a related company (such 

as concierge or building management 

services, property management, cleaning 

or security). If these agreements are found 

to be uncompetitive with the market (either 

in duration of years or based on the annual 

fees) then these agreements may be able to 

be impugned. 

However, before OCs rush off  to VCAT 

seeking declarations and injunctions, careful 

consideration and analysis is required of 

what was disclosed by the developer in the 

off -the-plan sales contracts. 

Th is is because the fi duciary duty of a 

developer may be constrained or limited if 

there was suffi  cient disclosure to purchasers 

of what exactly the developer was going to 

do in the future. 

In addition, if there has been ratifi cation 

of any of the agreements by the OC, then 

the developer might have a defence to say 

that the OC has accepted the contractual 

arrangements and is now bound to the 

commercial terms. 

For instance, if a developer placed an 

OC into a 25 year agreement with the 

developer’s company to provide a service 

and, if that agreement has been on foot 

for say, the last fi ve to 10 years without 

complaint, then the conduct of the OC has 

been such that it has accepted the services 

and may have ratifi ed the agreement 

through its operation and would be 

prevented from impugning the agreement. 

As always, much depends on the exact facts 

and circumstances of each case, however 

it will be critically important for OCs that 

are less than fi ve years old to take advice on 

these matters – because if you snooze, you’re 

likely to lose. 

Chamber Update

Paul Salter 

Executive Committee 
member

www.docklandscc.com.au

Delivering results
Over the last two months 
the Docklands Chamber of 
Commerce has welcomed 15 
new members. 

Docklands is a maturing neighbourhood, 

with diverse business and community 

programs. We promote events that showcase 

and develop our members. We provide 

useful programs that enhance a business’s 

knowledge while creating valuable contacts.

Social media – It’s offi cial – 50,000 
Facebook followers
We just passed 50,000 followers on 

Facebook. Some of our members featuring in 

recent posts generated around 1800 unique 

visitors to their advertised page. What do you 

pay for that on Google? Well it’s part of your 

DCC membership at no extra cost.

Be pro-active in getting your message about 

your success or latest off ering by contacting 

us directly by email. If you’ve got an event, 

special, new photo or just something you’re 

very proud of, then let us know and we will 

tell the world.

Our Facebook and Instagram are there for 

you as members to promote your business. 

Make it part of your promotion strategy!

Don’t forget that if you want locals to support 

your business, you must have a presence in 

the local paper, the Docklands News. Th at is 

a no-brainer.

Lord Mayor’s Commendations are now 

open.

It is time again for recognition of any small 

business that has been operating within the 

City of Melbourne for 10 years or more. We 

have several members who have received 

this in previous years and hopefully a few 

more for this year.

Th e launch is on Wednesday, March 29, in 

the Greek precinct.  President Joh Maxwell 

is also on the advisory committee for these 

commendations.  If you know a business 

in Docklands that will be eligible, let us 

know so we can encourage them to get the 

recognition they deserve.

Come and join us at our next event
It will be a small, intimate and glorious 

aff air on April 13 – “A taste of Docklands”. It 

will be a progressive experience to include: 

a chauff eured ferry to Byblos Bar for 

Docklands’ themed cocktails followed by a 

visit to Man Mo for Malaysian fusion food. 

Sign up to our newsletter if you haven’t 

already for your personal invite – front page 

of www.docklandscc.com.au

It is all about who you hang around 
with! Join the chamber.
Join online, become a chamber member 

today, get access to our social media and 

improve your business exposure. Make your 

mark in growing the Docklands community. 

Connect your business with like minds who 

are succeeding and actively encouraging the 

growth and success of the precinct. 

If you have something on your mind or an 

idea you wish to share, or you simply want to 

join, email: admin@docklandscc.com.au or 

visit our website www.docklandscc.com.au

10 Years On

Bungees, bathtubs and 
big birds make Moomba a 
hit in Docklands

Issue 25 – April/May 2007

For the fi rst time in history, Moomba 

livened up the Docklands precinct in 

March 2007. 

Over 20,000 people enjoyed a variety 

of activities throughout the day, 

including the Moomba Wakeboarding 

Championships, on-land wakeboarding 

demonstrations, roving performers, the 

very popular bathtub races and live bands.

Hampered a little by the wind, the 

Moomba Wakeboarding Championships 

forged on, wowing the crowd with aerial 

trickery. Victoria Harbour hosted the 

top 12 Australian wakeboarders who 

competed for a $10,000 cash prize. 

Screams of delight were heard along 

the Docklands promenade as the Snuff  

Puppets seagulls proved they really do 

grow big in Melbourne! All they were 

searching for was a giant chip to be 

thrown their way! 

Empress Stilts  – Th e Flowers, were 

colourful and serene, proving very 

popular with children. 

Extreme activities – bungee trampolining, 

bathtub races and an eight metre rock 

climbing wall  – provided the adrenalin 

rush for those who wanted to get a little 

more active. 
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We Live Here

“we live
here”TM

www.welivehere.net

emails to campaign@

welivehere.net

Airbnb: facts and smokescreens
Founded in San Francisco in 2008, Airbnb has been promoted as an online booking platform that 
supports young creatives and people on low incomes, hoping to make extra money out of spare rooms.

Initial acceptance in various cities depended 

on local laws and legislation, but by late 2016 

Airbnb had more than three million listings 

worldwide and was valued at $US30 billion.

With the availability of research data, a 

growing disparity has emerged between the 

image Airbnb portrays and the reality of who 

is profi ting from its site.

InsideAirbnb is an independent, non-

commercial set of tools and data utilising 

public information compiled from the 

Airbnb website that allows you to explore 

how Airbnb is really being used. 

Data is now available for all the major cities 

of the world, where Airbnb has a presence, 

including Melbourne and Sydney.

We have analysed Airbnb data for nine cities: 

Amsterdam, Barcelona, Berlin, London, 

Melbourne, New York, Paris, San Francisco 

and Sydney, with the following results:

Airbnb listings by type of accommodation 

(Chart 1) show that overall 62.9 per cent of 

listings are for entire homes or apartments 

with only 37.1 per cent for private or shared 

rooms (range 49.5 per cent for New York to 

87.5 per cent for Paris).

For Melbourne and Sydney the results were 

56.6 per cent and 61.9 per cent respectively 

for entire homes or apartments.

Airbnb’s business model is based on hosts 

renting out spare rooms in their private 

homes. How then does Airbnb, by its own 

criteria, account for 62.9 per cent of all its 

listings being illegal?

Airbnb listings by host (Chart 2) show that, 

although 67.8 per cent were “Mums and 

Dads”, almost a third (31.3 per cent) were 

commercial operators (range 20.8 per cent 

for Paris to 57.5 per cent for Barcelona).

For Melbourne and Sydney, with 12,174 

and 23,615 listings respectively, the results 

showed that 38.8 per cent and 30.8 per cent 

were commercial operators.

Th e results for Melbourne, coming third out 

of the nine cities in this study with almost 

40 per cent being commercial operations, 

are particularly disturbing – confi rming that 

short-stay operators, whether using Airbnb 

or not, are well entrenched in this city – not 

paying taxes, or contributing to job creation, 

just lining their own pockets. 

Occupancy rate per month and income 

per month (Chart 3) shows San Francisco, 

Berlin and New York with the highest 

occupancy rates and San Francisco and New 

York also having the highest income per 

month. Melbourne had the second lowest 

occupancy rate of 23.3 per cent but was fi fth 

in income per month.

Th e stand-out result was Sydney with the 

lowest occupancy rate per month of all the 

cities (14.2 per cent) and the lowest income 

by a big margin. 

One explanation for the Sydney result could 

be that the NSW Government recently gave 

the (yet to be ratifi ed) green light to Airbnb, 

and may indicate investors jumping on 

the bandwagon with the lure of immediate 

riches creating an oversupply, thus depleting 

the rental market. If so it has back-fi red 

with very few making any money, and 

supports reports coming in from around 

the world of a shortage of aff ordable rental 

accommodation, attributable to Airbnb and 

other similar platforms.

Th ere are some lessons here for the 

Victorian Government, which has also been 

quick to embrace Airbnb. 

On May 23, 2016, the day before the 

Owners Corporation Amendment (Short-

stay Accommodation) Bill 2016 was to be 

introduced into the Victorian Parliament, 

AirbnbAction released a statement entitled 

“Airbnb welcomes new rules in Victoria 

to stamp out party houses” and included 

a photograph of the former Minister for 

Consumer Aff airs shaking hands with the 

Airbnb country manager on the steps of 

Parliament House!

We Live Here has stated before that this 

legislation is a smokescreen, that owners 

corporations already have the powers to deal 

with unruly parties and bad behaviour, and 

we are pleased that a Parliamentary inquiry 

into short-stays is about to commence as a 

consequence of the Bill being defeated in 

the Legislative Council. 

We would like to work with the government 

in coming up with a Bill that recognises all 

parties to the debate equally – including 

Airbnb and residents – so there is a level 

playing fi eld for all. We want Melbourne to 

retain its rating as one of the most liveable 

cities in the world and doesn’t end up as a 

city of ghettoes in the sky.

Please send your feedback to campaign@

welivehere.net. Donations are also very 

welcome.

Chart One

Chart Two

Chart Th ree

Oakley leads 
the way
By Melissa Chung

Niall, the founder of the 
Facebook page “Docklands 
Doggies”, likes organising play 
dates for his two-year-old 
Pointer cross Oakley and other 
Docklands dogs. 

“Docklands Doggies” is a Facebook group 

that networks Docklands dog owners to 

help each share the care of their pooches. 

Oakley, who looks like one of the dogs 

in the Disney movie 101 Dalmatians, is 

enjoying himself as the little leader of the 

group.

Niall and Oakley have become each 

other’s “partner-in-crime” through 

organising group events. As an example, 

they have organised dog walking and play 

dates at Brighton Beach.

“He’s a good swimmer. He can swim from 

250 to 500 metres,” Niall said proudly.

Oakley has brought plenty of happiness to 

Niall through his unique behaviour.

“His special talent is making me laugh,” 

he said. 

According to Niall, Oakley loves to scratch 

his back by surfi ng on his back down the 

hill at Docklands Park.

“It’s an hysterical scene to see him rolling 

around. He’s a character,” Niall said.

However, Niall does have a love-hate 

relationship with Oakley.

“He destroyed a carpet and a sofa in my 

apartment. But that’s okay. He’s adorable,” 

he said.

Oakley’s ridiculous behaviour never stops 

Niall from loving him due to the Pointer 

cross’s profi cient fl attering skills. 

“He likes to just lean on my lap. He loves 

being my companion,” Niall said.

Pet’s Corner
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Fashion

Khiara Elliott
khiara@cbdnews.com.au

Autumn 
palette
Summer may have left us for 
another year, but its bright 
colours will see us through 
another season!

Hold onto the fun of summer with the 

following four colours that dominated the 

autumn/winter fashion weeks.

RED

Seen on the runways of Fendi and Giorgio 

Armani, red will break up the cooler end 

of autumn. 

You’re either all in with this trend (like the 

oversized button-down trench from the 

latest Jil Sander collection) or just testing 

the waters by accessorising with red shoes 

or a belt. Experiment and see what’s best 

for you!

PINK

Th e pastel pink hues emerged around this 

time last year, but this season it’s back – 

bigger, bolder and brighter.

Alexander Wang showcased the brighter 

pink palette with a 90s-inspired, neon 

pink cropped jumper paired with green 

shorts. Forget the pretty, demure fl oral 

patterns. Th is autumn is about standing 

out.

METALLICS

Nothing grabs attention quite like a bit of 

sparkle. All eyes were on the Dolce and 

Gabbana Milan show earlier this year as 

models strutted the runway in sequin 

dresses, complete with embellished shoes 

and even the occasional tiara!

Try this style in a shift dress or skirt, 

making sure it’s the focal point of your 

outfi t.

MILITARY GREEN

When it comes to the cooler months, this 

colour is a no-brainer. It’s stood the test of 

time and this season is no diff erent. 

Seen in the 2017 autumn/winter 

collections of Vera Wang and Hugo Boss, 

the military green jacket pairs perfectly 

with light wash jeans for a casual day look, 

or skinny-leg black jeans and boots for an 

authoritative night outfi t. It’s an autumn 

staple that everyone needs.

DOCKLANDS FASHION

Fashion of Docklands
on
the streets

Cyrus Lee, 22
LOCATION:  Victoria Harbour.

DESCRIBE WHAT YOU ARE 

WEARING: Mostly black, Chinese 

brands.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE 

PIECE OF CLOTHING: My high-

top maroon shoes. Th ey are from 

Buscemi and they stand out.

WHAT BRINGS YOU TO THE 

DOCKLANDS: I am looking for a 

house. I like the view here and it’s 

close to the city.

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE 

YOUR STYLE:  I like to keep it simple 

and comfortable.

WHAT MAKES A GOOD OUTFIT: 

Like I said, I like simple and 

comfortable but also black.

Paige Tran, 25
LOCATION: Harbour Esplanade.

DESCRIBE WHAT YOU ARE 

WEARING: Relaxed, casual and 

comfortable.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE PIECE 

OF CLOTHING: My shirt. It’s just 

easy to wear and you can wear it with 

basically anything.

WHAT BRINGS YOU TO THE 

DOCKLANDS: I’m just having a walk 

and enjoying the view.

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE 

YOUR STYLE:  Easy-going.

WHAT MAKES A GOOD OUTFIT: 

I think whatever makes the person 

feel comfortable.

Guta Menuci, 21
LOCATION:  Harbour Esplanade

DESCRIBE WHAT YOU ARE 

WEARING: I’m wearing black-and-

white, a mix between casual and 

formal.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE PIECE 

OF CLOTHING: My leather jacket. I 

really love it.

WHAT BRINGS YOU TO THE 

DOCKLANDS: I am studying 

at Kaplan Business School in 

Docklands.

WHAT MAKES A GOOD OUTFIT: 

Defi nitely having a mix of things – 

plain items, sporty items and formal 

items.
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Andrew Ward

Andrew Ward from 
Push! Fitness.

www.push-fi tness.com.au

Health and Wellbeing

Managing lower back pain
Before you reach for the medication … make sure you consider the following tips to help manage your lower back pain for the long term:

Exercise. It doesn’t need to be strenuous, 

but maintaining regular and gentle exercise 

routines like walking and getting out of a 

seated position will help.

Limit down time. Excessive bed rest or lying 

down can be counterproductive. It may help 

relieve the immediate symptoms by taking 

pressure off  the spine, but will not resolve 

underlying issues. If you can move, then you 

should. And the more you move the better!

Strengthen your core. Poor core muscular 

conditioning places strain on the lower back. 

Strengthening the core muscles will provide 

more support to the spine. 

Improve your fl exibility. Tight hamstrings, 

hip fl exors and lower back muscles can play 

havoc with your posture and alignment 

of your pelvis. Combined with balanced 

strength work in these areas, stretching and 

improving fl exibility will provide long-term 

solutions and pain management.

Consult a physiotherapist. Rather than 

relying on generalised advice or information, 

consult a physiotherapist. Th ey will assess 

your personal situation and pain and then 

prescribe treatment and actions including 

strengthening and fl exibility that you can 

complete in your own time.

Vitamin D defi ciency

It’s tricky isn’t it – on one hand, we are 

encouraged to be sun-smart and stay out of 

the sun’s harmful rays. Th en on the other, 

we are told about a downside to being 

defi cient in Vitamin D brought on by a lack 

of exposure to sunlight. 

Medical evidence suggests and confi rms that 

Vitamin D is crucial for muscle and bone 

strength and development, and avoiding 

osteoporosis.  

You may be defi cient in Vitamin D under the 

following circumstances:

 ■ If you avoid contact with the sun for 

medical reasons;

 ■ You wear full body covers for personal or 

religious reasons;

 ■ Your work life or nature restricts your 

exposure to sunlight;

 ■ You have spent signifi cant time in 

hospital or in a care situation; and

 ■ You suff er from a disease or take 

medication that impacts the production 

of Vitamin D in the body (for example: 

obesity, renal or liver disease).

How much sun is enough?  Generally, the 

recommended exposure to sunlight is 5-15 

What Women Want

Abby Crawford

life@docklandsnews.com.au

It will be worth it 
It’s addictive. Th e excitement, 
the adrenalin running through 
your body, the lack of sleep … 
the dreams so vivid when you 
do fi nally collapse, that the line 
between consciousness and 
unconsciousness blurs. You’re 
no longer sure if what happened 
actually happened, or if you 
just thought it did. You’re so 
determined, so single minded, to 
get what you want … 

You let everyone else down. Or at least, that’s 

how they feel. Phone calls go un-returned, 

things that once were the priority struggle 

to get a reaction from you. Friends give up 

sending texts or calling. And the ones that 

do get through, wish they didn’t as they hear 

your steely words of how the sacrifi ce is 

worth it and you’re sorry but you just can’t 

make it to that “event” (that you don’t recall 

even hearing about before). 

Of course, you use your nice words. You 

remind yourself of your manners and ask 

about them, their day. And you multi-task 

whilst they’re answering, making sure you 

don’t drop a single second of what you’re 

doing whilst they share their heart.

It sounds so callous and cruel. It sounds like 

the most miserable place to be – but it’s truly 

not – not when you believe in what you’re 

doing. 

Sure it’s exhausting. Sure the day can fl y 

by and you realise you’ve hardly moved 

from your laptop, let alone remembered 

to eat or hang out the washing. But there’s 

something inside you that loves the pressure, 

excitement and adrenalin of the unknown. 

And you know that whether this particular 

pursuit delivers everything you have wanted 

or not, whether it carries you to the dizzying 

heights of success you could only dream of, 

or delivers you an #epicfail, you’ll always 

love travelling on this road.

Life is all about risks, it’s about taking the 

chance and you just have to remember 

that extraordinary people do extraordinary 

things. 

Th ey work hard. Th ey do what most people 

won’t do. Th ey get out of their comfort zone 

and they pursue their dreams with passion. 

Friends should love you for trying. Family 

should rally around to propel you forward 

– but chances are, they will just feel like an 

overlooked call and may not give you the 

support you need. 

Forgive them, as much as they feel they are 

forgiving you for your grave betrayal of them 

for a business plan. But this is your life and 

you must live it the only way you know how 

– with passion, with dedication and with the 

absolute conviction that there is incredible 

opportunity in life. It will be worth it.

I don’t feel like I’m making sacrifi ces. I don’t 

feel like I’m taking a risk … I just feel like I’m 

working bloody hard to make something 

wonderful. And I feel that that is incredibly 

worthwhile.

What a woman wants to know is that 

pursuing a goal is not a gamble, but what a 

woman needs to remember is that, despite 

there being no guarantees in life, the odds 

sure go up the harder you work. 

So if you’re pursuing a dream, if you’re 

working tirelessly to achieve, then dig deep. 

You got this. And it will be worth it. 

Abby

Don’t forget you can email me at life@

docklandsnews.com.au - xx

minutes per day, outside the sun’s most 

intense period of 10am-2pm. Solariums are 

not a suitable source or means of exposing 

the skin to the sun. Consult your doctor for 

more information, related tests and further 

advice.

Counting down to winter!

We are just on 60 days from the start of the 

2017 snow season and NOW is the perfect 

time to get prepared for your time on the 

slopes. Your preparation activities should 

cover both your personal fi tness and your 

equipment.

Equipment wise, you should do a stock-take 

of all your gear. Make sure you didn’t lose 

something important like a glove on the last 

day of 2016. Maybe buy yourself a pair of 

new comfortable long, thin wool ski socks as 

a treat to kick off  your fi rst run! 

Check all of your gear for rips, tears and 

signs of wear. It’s also time to get your board 

or skis tuned and waxed, as well as bindings 

checked. A poorly-maintained set up can 

lead to an early injury so don’t take chances 

with that. Th ere are some great pre-season 

off ers around town for tuning, so keep your 

eyes peeled.

Lastly and most importantly, it’s time to 

prepare your body. Speak with a trainer or 

do some research yourself on snow sport 

specifi c training. 

Set yourself a plan for the next 8-10 weeks 

to boost your specifi c snow fi tness. Such a 

program would consist on developing the 

strength and endurance of your legs, gluts 

and core. You would look to increase your 

mobility through stretching or yoga and 

boost general cardio-vascular fi tness. 

Some explosive, dynamic sprint, power and 

agility work would be benefi cial as the nature 

of snow sports is stop and start, and requires 

on demand response to an ever changing 

terrain and environment.

Now, time to start snow dancing! 
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BUSINESS DIRECTORYBUSINESS DIRECTORY
01

LIBRARY AT THE DOCK

MELBOURNE SUNRISE 
PROBUS CLUB
Probus Clubs for men and women over 
50. Meet new friends, share interests and 
enjoy activities. Contact the club via mspc.
docklands@gmail.com

WEDNESDAYS 5.45PM-7PM
THE HUB, 80 HARBOUR ESPLANADE

OPEN DOOR SINGERS 
DOCKLANDS
Find your voice, experience the joy of sing-
ing in a choir and meet new friends.
www.opendoorsingers.org.au

2ND AND 4TH MONDAY OF THE MONTH 
AT 6.30 PM
700 BOURKE ST - ROOM 3.101

DOCKLANDS 
TOASTMASTERS

Boost your public speaking and 
leadership skills. 

WEDNESDAYS AT 5.30PM AND 
SATURDAYS AT 8.30AM
SHED 2, NORTH WHARF RD

DRAGON MASTERS  
DRAGON BOATING
Dragon Masters has something for 
everyone. Contact Jeff Saunders on 0417 
219 888 or Jeff.saunders@digisurf.com.au

WWW.DRAGONMASTERS.COM.AU

EVERY SUNDAY

SUNDAY WORSHIP
City Light Methodist Church at
St Peter the Mariner’s Chapel. 
Mission to Seafarers, 717 Flinders St.
11am English service
5pm Chinese service 中文

EVERY SUNDAY FROM 10AM UNTIL 5PM
NEWQUAY PROMENADE

DOCKLANDS 
SUNDAY MARKET 
A variety market featuring arts and crafts, 
books and more. More info, ring

0412 910 496

TUESDAYS 6.30PM
GROOVE TRAIN
HARBOUR TOWN SHOPPING CENTRE

DOCKLANDS ROTARY
All welcome. 
Contact president Loryn Clark on 
0418 390 334

EVERY SUNDAY
THE JAMES HOTEL

LIVE MUSIC
Live music at The James Hotel every 
Sunday night - free entry.
Every Sunday: Stand and Deliver 80s tribute 
band, from 7.30pm

EVERY TUESDAY 2PM – 4PM + 
@ THE LOADING DOCK, 70 LORIMER ST

YARRA’S EDGE SOCIAL CLUB
Come along to connect with your neigh-
bours, and/or join one of our mini-clubs.

Casual & friendly.

www.facebook/YarrasEdgeSocialClub

 

MONDAYS 11AM
THE HUB, 80 HARBOUR ESPLANADE

CHILD-FRIENDLY YOGA CLASS

Come transform your mind and body while 
your children play. $7 per class (45 mins). 
Limited spots, bookings necessary. Contact 
Prachi Nirvana Yoga on 0422 577 268.

LE CIRQUE FINE FOODS 

@ SPENCER OUTLET CENTRE

SAM KRISTY ON PIANO
With a repetoire of over 6000 songs, Sam 
Kristy plays jazz, pop, swing, musical 
theatre, rock, classical, dance, disco and 
world music.

TUESDAY, APRIL 11 - FROM 7PM
THE NIXON HOTEL, BATMAN’S HILL

DOCKLANDS SOCIAL CLUB
Join other locals, workers and residents 
for a monthly social gathering in a relaxed, 
informal setting. Come along for a drink or 
sit down for a meal. Everyone is welcome.

LIBRARY AT THE DOCK - WEEKLY PROGRAMS

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME

Fridays at 10.30am
Come and share the wonder of books with us. 
Enjoy 40-50 minutes of fun stories, songs, rhymes 
and activities with your three to fi ve year olds.

STOMPERS

Mondays at 10.30am
Encourage your child to have a life-long love of 
books by coming along to Stompers, Melbourne 
Library Services weekly program for toddlers 
aged 18 months to three years.

SONGBIRDS

Wednesdays at 10.30am
Come along for songs, rhymes and stories to 
engage your budding book worm’s mind and in-
troduce them to the fun and rhythm of language. 
Suitable for babies and toddlers aged up to 18 
months old.  

CREATIVE KIDS AFTER SCHOOL CLUB

Wednesdays 4.30pm to 5.30 pm.
Ever wanted to 3D print your own superhero 
fi gurine? At the Creative Kids After School 
Club you can. Come hang out and create in our 
maker’s space. Projects will include jewellery 
making, game design, paper crafts, comics and 
more.

J A N  |  F E B  |  M A R  |  A P R  |  M A Y  |  J U N  |  J U L  |  A U G  |  S E P  |  O C T  |  N O V  |  D E C A P R  

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

WHAT’S ON

FOURTH THURSDAY OF THE MONTH
6PM - 7PM
LIBRARY AT THE DOCK

DOCKLANDS HISTORY GROUP
Share a cuppa and stories with other local 
history enthusiasts and learn about people, 
places and industries from times gone by.

TRY DRAGON BOATING. SATURDAYS. 
ARRIVE 9:15AM FOR A 9:30AM START AT 
COMMUNITY HUB AT THE DOCK

CYSM SEA DRAGONS 
Three frees sessions. Contact Vicky at 
cysm.seadragons@gmail.com . See  www.
cysm.org/dragonboat
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ACCOMMODATION
Your Home Away From Home

www.docklandsexecutiveapartments.com.au

 #1 on TripAdvisor since 2014

 Lord Mayor’s Bronze Commendation

 Member Docklands Chamber of 
Commerce

 Member of vicaia.com.au

 Located in Watergate Apartments

 We Live Here

Check Availability and Book Directly Online

ASIAN GROCERY
New Quay Asian Grocery

Hours: 
Mon to Fri 10am-10pm
Sat 11am-10pm,  
Sun 11am- 9pm

本地最全亚洲食品店 

专柜 批发 零售 

15-17 Rakaia Way, Docklands 3008 
Phone:(03) 9602 3073

BROTHEL

SWE4215BESWE4215BE

466 City Road South Melbourne 
near Crown Casino, Tram 96, City Road Stop

Call Now 96964666
www.studio466.com.au

COMPUTERS

CLEANING
Your cleaning  

experts!
APARTMENTS / OFFICES  

CARPETS / WINDOWS

P: 9646 7996  
86 Lorimer St, Docklands  
www.concierge86.com.au 

DRY CLEANING / PARCEL PICK UP & DELIVERY

DENTAL

57 Merchant St, Docklands 
T (03) 9021 9487 | mob 0488 799 487

(opposite Victoria Harbour Medical Centre) 
 www.docklandsdentalstudio.com.au 

NOW OPEN 
SATURDAYS

Mon-Fri 8:30-5pm 
(Tue, Thu until 6pm)

Sat: 8:30-1pm

ESCORTS

(03) 96 54 6351

SWA113E

www.paramour.com.au

FITNESS

HEALTH & BEAUTY

www.victoriaharbourmedicalcentre.com.au

Victoria Harbour Medical Centre 
2-3/850 Collins Street Docklands 3008
Entry via Merchant St

Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-12 noon

Telephone 9629 1414
After Hours 9429 5677

Fax 9629 4265

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION

Get away to Wilson’s Promontory
Book your Tel (03) 5682 1436
escape Mob 0429 822 290
 www.promaccom.com.au
 info@promaccom.com.au

HOTEL

LAWYERS
Call today for advice on:
• Wills, probate, estates

and trusts
• Conveyancing and

property law
• Family law
• Commercial law
• Litigation and dispute

resolution

Lvl 3, 520 Bourke St  9670 0700  www.tde.com.au

MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS

Happy customers.  
More sales.

1300 780 276

www.simplecustomermanagement.com.au

MIGRATION AGENT
Mark Walsh Migration
303/198 Harbour Esplanade 
p: 0406 875 494 
e: mark@walshvisa.com.au 
w: www.walshvisa.com.au

PHARMACY

victoria harbour
pharmacy+news

Hours: Mon to Fri 8am-8pm & Sat 9am-1pm
 Pharmacy  Giftware 

 Magazines & Papers  Tattslotto
 Same day dry cleaning

66 Merchant St, Docklands (opposite Safeway) 
Ph: 03 9629 9922  Fax: 03 9629 9933

Email: vicharbourpharmacy@nunet.com.au

southern cross
pharmacy

Hours: Monday to Friday 7am-8pm 
Saturday 10am-6pm

Southern Cross Station 
Shop C8, 99 Spencer St, Docklands 

Ph: 03 9600 0294  Fax: 03 9600 0594
Email: southerncrosspharmacy@nunet.com.au

PLUMBING

YOUR LOCAL DOCKLANDS 
PLUMBER AND GASFITTER

No service charge in postcode 3008*
Call 9600 3019 Mob 0432 380 886

*Min charge 1 hour labour. During normal working hours

woolleysplumbing.com.au

REAL ESTATE

Your Preferred Sales & Leasing 
Agents in Docklands

Rely on our red carpet experience

Docklands | 818 Bourke Street
(03) 9936 9999

barryplant.com.au/docklands

SELLING | LEASING | PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

www.cityresidentialbourkestreet.com.au  

T: 03 9001 1333

SALES Glenn Donnelly m: 0419 998 235

LEASING Lina D’Ambrosio m: 0430 959 851 

818 Bourke Street, 
Docklands  

VIC 3008

lucas real estate  
luxury apartments for sale and lease 

newquay | 1/401 docklands drive docklands 
yarras edge | 62 river esplanade docklands 

03 9091 1400 | lucasre.com.au

2015 REIA Best Large 
Residential Agency In Australia 

846 Bourke Street, Docklands | 9251 9000        
People minded, Property Driven

Now in Docklands

RESTAURANT

www.bhoj.com.au     Info@bhoj.com.au
Open for lunch (5 days) & dinner (7 days)

Warm up by the waterside this winter 

54 New Quay Promenade Docklands
9600 0884

Available on

SCHOOL

VETERINARY

For advice & appointments Ph: 9646 5300
www.portmelbournevet.com.au
109 Bay St, Port Melbourne

FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL 
PET HEALTH CARE

Open 7 days a week
Mon-Fri 8am-7pm
Sat-Sun 9am-5pm

Port Melbourne Veterinary Clinic & Hospital

WELLBEING

WORKSHOPS  

PROGRAMS | EVENTS 
LAUGHTER  

If you are not on this list 

then email advertising@

docklandsnews.com.au 

or phone 8689 7979 to discuss 

how you can get 

on this list for FREE!!
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The Ice Blacks are here
By Sunny Liu

Our Kiwi neighbours have travelled across the ditch to Docklands to compete in ice hockey with Melbourne’s local teams.

New Zealand’s national ice hockey team, the 

Ice Blacks, arrived late last month to train 

and compete at the O’Brien Group Arena.

Undaunted by the thunderstorm that had 

been sweeping across Melbourne, the Ice 

Blacks have been practising tirelessly in the 

hope that they could beat the Melbourne 

Mustangs and Melbourne Ice at their home 

venue. 

After two games each against the Mustangs 

and Melbourne Ice, the Ice Blacks will then 

fl y back to Auckland to compete in the world 

championships this month.

Team captain Bert Haines said the team was 

looking forward to playing against our local 

teams. 

“Th e Ice and the Mustangs are two very 

competitive clubs and we expect a set of 

high-intensity games,” he said. “We know 

they would love to record some wins, as their 

fans haven’t seen some hockey for a while. 

So they are going to skate hard and that’s 

great for us.”  

“For us it’s not so much about whether we 

win or lose, although a win is always positive 

for us to go onto the world championships. 

As long as we execute what we need to do 

well, then we would have achieved what we 

want,” head coach Maru Rout said. 

Apart from the weather, Docklands has left 

a good impression on the Ice Blacks, who 

said they had really enjoyed the cuisine and 

convenience of our waterfront suburb. 

“From what we have seen so far, Docklands 

seems like a very cool place. We would love 

to explore around after our games. It’s been 

raining since we got here, so we are hoping 

to see some sun soon,” Mr Rout said. 

Mr Rout said the team often had to travel 

across the world to places like the Czech 

Republic, Mexico and Canada for training 

camps and games. So the Ice Blacks were 

glad they did not travel far this time. 

“It’s great from a food, time-zone and 

cultural perspective. Th e similarity between 

the Australian and New Zealand cultures has 

made the trip more seamless,” Mr Haines 

said. “So it’s easier for us to adapt and we can 

focus more on hockey as opposed to trying 

to fi gure out how to order our food.”

Th e crowds at the upcoming O’Brien 

Group Arena games are expected to be 

overwhelming, with two games nearly sold 

out weeks before at the 2000-capacity ice 

rink.

From left to right: Ice Blacks assistant coach Anatoly Khorozo, captain Bert Haines and head coach Maru Rout at the O’Brien Group Arena. 
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